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Thea’s Turn is a stage play done 
by Cantonians about Cantonian Sis-
ter Thea Bowman. Other natives 
involved include the playwright, 
Mary Queen Donnelly, the director/

executive producer, Dr. Mark G. 
Henderson, and the project director, 
Flonzie Brown Wright. Jessie Prim-
er, Sr. also provided pre-entertain-
ment.
The play was opened to the Can-

ton community free of charge by 
Canton Tourism and executive 
project director Jana Padgett Dear. 
It was an official bicentennial proj-
ect made possible by a grant from 
the Mississippi Humanities Council 
through support from the Mississip-
pi Development Authority.
Thea’s Turn was presented to the 

Canton High School students on 
Friday, April 21, and open to the 
public on the following Saturday 
night at the school auditorium. It 
is the story of how Thea Bowman 

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by The Canton News

made peace with being a black nun 
embracing her heritage in the Cath-
olic Church.
Dr. Henderson, the speech depart-

ment chair at Jackson State Univer-
sity, said “directing this project has 
been a confirmation to me that Can-

ton has and still is rich in its abil-
ity to produce change-agents who 
impact not only our local commu-
nity but the entire world.”
“When I read the script, I was 

amazed at how the playwright was 
able to capture the true essence of 
Thea,” said Henderson. “In our first 
meeting with the cast, we watched 
her documentary, and, at the end, 
there was not a dry eye in the room. 
I knew then that we were bringing 
to life a story that had to be told.”
Charence Higgins from Madison 

played the role of Thea. She said 
“embodying the essence of Sister 
Thea Bowman in this production 
has been a life-changing experience 
that I sincerely hope will inspire 
every audience member.”

The Canton connection that brought Thea’s Turn to the stage are pictured, (l to r), 
Playwright Mary Queen Donnelly, Project Director Flonzie Brown Wright, Execu-
tive Producer Dr. Mark Henderson, and Executive Project Director Jana Padgett 
Dear.

Davis and Brim named CPSD 
STAR student and teacher

Thea’s Turn plays in Canton

City promotes Madison 
County Law Enforcement

The City of Canton Mayor and Board of Alderman join in a county-wide week 
of celebration and commemoration, May 15-21, of the outstanding work of the 
municipal and county law enforcement, like Lt. Shelby Burnside, who retired as a 
Canton policeman after 28 years. Pictured (l to r), are Mayor Arnel Bolden, Police 
Chief Otha Brown, Chamber Director Toya Veals, Fire Chief Andrew Hughes, and 
Burnside.

The Canton Public School District (CPSD) recognized its  STAR Student,  Na-
talyah Davis, and STAR Teacher, Dexter Brim. Davis scored a 28 on the ACT 
and has an overall average of 93 in her core academic subjects. Davis is also a 
Mississippi Scholar. She is the daughter of Gloria and Theodoes Davis, Jr. The 
STAR Student selects the teacher whom they feel is the person who has made 
the greatest contribution to the their scholastic achievement. Davis chose Dexter 
Brim for inspiring his students to excel.

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

�is is free to all patients.... Let us handle the process, just give us a call to discuss

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
& Bill M�by

Worried about your loved one taking the right medications at the right time?  Let M�by's Drug Store take the worry away... 

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046|601-859-4212

Immunization Telemed Clinic
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Merit Madison designated as
lung cancer screening center 
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The Merit Health registered radiography technologists that coordinate the Lung 
Cancer Screening Center pictured, (l to r) are:  Jennifer Davis, nuclear medicine 
technology (CNMT); Steve Everett; Bryan Burnside, computed tomography; Sher-
ee Givens; and Michael Moore, computed tomography.

Accepts all Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS

Goodloe Dental
Erika C. Goodloe, DMD
1207 Peace Street 
601.859.9595

Routine Cleaning
Exams
Extractions
Fillings/Restorations
Crowns
Emergency Dental Care

Adults/Children

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 - 5:00 
Friday 
9:00 - 12:00 
Office Hours 
by Appointment

Hours:
Walk-ins Welcome

Services:

Special to The Canton News

Merit Health Madison has 
been designated a Lung Cancer 
Screening Center by the Amer-
ican College of Radiology 

(ACR).  The ACR Lung Can-
cer Screening Center designa-
tion is a voluntary program that 
recognizes facilities that have 
committed to practice safe, ef-
fective diagnostic care for in-
dividuals at the highest risk for 
lung cancer.
In order to receive this elite 

distinction, facilities must be 
accredited by the ACR in com-
puted tomography in the chest 
module, as well as undergo a 
rigorous assessment of its lung 
cancer screening protocol and 
infrastructure. Also required 

are procedures in place for fol-
low-up patient care, such as 
counseling and smoking cessa-
tion programs.
Lung cancer screening with 

low-dose computed tomog-

raphy scans, and appropriate 
follow-up care,  significantly 
reduces lung cancer deaths. In 
December 2013, the Unit-
ed States Preventive Ser-
vices Task Force  recommend-
ed  screening of adults aged 
55 to 80 years who have a 30 
pack-year smoking history and 
currently smoke or have quit 
within the past 15 years. Lung 
cancer is the nation’s leading 
cancer killer – taking the lives 
of more people each year than 
breast, colon and prostate can-
cers combined.

Special to The Canton News
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The Canton News

“If your mind can conceive it, and 
you’re willing to work hard for it, 
your heart can achieve it.” That’s 

the sage advice she remembers re-
ceiving from her parents, Venola 
and T.C. Julius, Sr. while growing 
up in her hometown of Benton.  Her 
father proved this truth to her by 
providing the funds for her and her 
three siblings to finish college with 

the earnings he received by driving 
a gravel truck.  And that positive 
attitude laid the foundation for an 
incredible list of her achievements.
Meet Alice Scott, whose accom-

plishments to date include holder 
of a master’s degree, elementary 
school and college teacher, assis-
tant principal, principal, Chapter 1 
Right-to-Read supervisor, Ameri-
can College Testing supervisor for 
the Canton area, election commis-

sioner, alderman-at-large, movie 
actor and the first African Ameri-
can and female Mayor of Canton, 
and this list is not exhaustive.  She’s 
also a proud mother, grandmother 
and great grandmother, and has had 
a street and a library named in her 
honor.
In this day of scandals by pub-

lic officials, she says that the only 
skeleton in her closet is that she 
once got a speeding ticket on the 
Natchez Trace. “But”, she says, “I 
was speeding only because I was 
driving a relative to Jackson State 
to take an important test and we 
were behind schedule.”
When asked about her future 

plans, she retorts, “I only want to 
serve the community in whatev-
er capacity I can to help people.”  
And with her background and tal-
ents, that capacity list could be 
very long.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie is a 
published author, storyteller, enter-
tainer and grandfather of eleven. He 
is amazed at the number of talented 
and accomplished people who live in 
the Canton area, and he thinks you 
should know about some of them. 
Ritchie and professional artist wife, 
Perry, live in the Shocco community 
out from Canton. View their work at:
www.southernstories.com.

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

Know Your Neighbor: Alice M. Scott

By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom

The old saying goes “Behind 
every great man is a great wom-
an.” I’m sure that is true, because I 

had a tremendous dad who married 
way above his head in my mom! 
God definitely knew what He was 
doing when He created a suitable 
helper for Adam named Eve. This 
month, we celebrate Mother’s Day 
on Sunday, May 14. I have been 
tremendously blessed with a won-
derful mother, mother-in-law, and 

an incredible wife! God knew all 
along what kind of women I need-
ed, and He definitely didn’t make a 
mistake in blessing me with Tom-
mi! Truly, words can’t describe 
what she means to me and my two 
boys. However, what about having 
husband, son, daughter, adopted 
son or daughter, or even a guard-
ian as your mom? What does she 
mean to you and your family?  
Proverbs 31:28 says, “Her chil-
dren arise and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praises her”. 
In a world where negative words 
seem to dominate headlines and 
the cool thing to do is to tear some-
one down, let’s all take the time to 
praise our mothers by simply tell-
ing her how much we appreciate 
all she has done and will do for us!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Odom 
has been pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Canton since 2012. He 
and his wife, Tommi, have two 
sons, Ely and Cy. He is originally 
from Vicksburg.

Special to The Canton News

Praise to our mothers
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Alexander awarded for 
30-years service to MSH

Mississippi State Hospital (MSH) recently honored employees with April anniver-
saries for their years of service to the hospital.  April 2017 service award recipients 
pictured (l to r) are, front row: Deborah Parks Alexander of Canton, thirty years; 
Laresha Rushon Milton of Georgetown, one year; Angela Ragen Marcangeli of 
Morton, one year; Angela Michelle Tanner of Mendenhall, one year; and Amy 
Nicole Carruth of Brandon, five years; and second row: Dr. Joseph Kastner of 
Madison, five years; Delana Marie Thornton of Raleigh, one year; Nathan Craft 
of Mendenhall, five years; Angeline C. Billingsley of Harrisville, fifteen years; and 
Kendrell Laron Canada of Greenville, one year.

First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

On December 15, 2016, Msurance acquired the assets of 
Roberts Insurance. We are operating both o�ces for a short 
period of time. �e Roberts Insurance o�ce on the Square 
will remain open no later than June 15, 2017. A�er June, all 
customer service will be provided out of Msurance's main 
o�ce, located at 160 East Peace Street, conveniently located 
across from Regions Bank and next to McAlister's.

Msurance brings several more options for our customers 
along with Roberts Insurance customers. We have added 
several National Carriers within the last few months to 
provide further service to Canton.

601-391-3271
601-391-3498 fax

Special to The Canton News

Group recognizes students 

Women in Unity for Children recognized students at their Seventh Annual Dr. 
Larry Lamont Day Memorial Golf Tournament held recently at the Canton Country 
Club in Canton.  The Putt-Putt Tournament’s first place winner  was Aaliyah Wells, 
Mt. Zion in Cobbville, and second place winner was Ralph Arrington, Mt. Pilgrim 
M.B. Church. 

Special to The Canton News
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Join Us for Easter 
Services on 

Sunday, April 16 at 
8:00a.m. & 10:15a.m.

Special Breakfast at 
9a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

 
He is Risen

Sunday Small Groups
9:00 a.m.

Morning Worship
10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Nights
6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Children & Youth Activities
Choir Rehersal

SUMMER SCHEDULE

PSC announces progress in 
elimination of telephone scam
Special to The Canton News

Police in the Republic of India re-
cently arrested the alleged master-
mind of a scheme to collect mon-
ey by calling telephone customers 
and claiming to be with the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.  Sakar Thak-
kar, age twenty-four, was arrested 
in Mumbai as he arrived by plane 
from Dubai.  Investigators are still 
trying to determine how much the 
scammers collected, but, initially, 
it looks like around $300 million.  
Central District Public Service 

Commissioner Cecil Brown said, 
“This is an excellent reminder 

about how important it is to reg-
ister your home and cell phones 
on the Federal and Mississippi 
No Call List. Once registered, you 
must file complaints when you 
receive these illegal calls, so that 
authorities can subpoena phone 
records and catch these criminals. 
This is the best chance we have for 
shutting down these kinds of oper-
ations.” 
Visit the Mississippi Public Ser-

vice Commission website or con-
tact the office at 601-961-5430 to 
register or file a complaint. 

On May 2, you should have par-
ticipated in one of the most import-
ant responsibilities you have as a 

U.S. citizen and a Cantonian-ex-
ercising your right to vote. This is 
a make or break time in our city, 
therefore I understand your hopes 
and dreams and also embrace your 
concerns when it comes to improv-
ing our educational system, creat-
ing jobs, and improving the overall 
quality of life in our community 
through better housing, recreation-
al, and entertainment venues. You, 
as a citizen, can also help steer 
the course of our city by becom-
ing active in city government and 
serving in whatever capacity your 
skills and interests allow.  Famil-
iarize yourself with the various 
boards and positions, and then 
make your interests known.
Also, during the month of May, 

there is  a spirit of excitement as 
our local schools prepare for early 
childhood and high school gradua-
tions. These ceremonies bring stu-
dents and families together to make 
memories they can cherish for-
ever.   Each student, ranging from 
our youngest kindergartner to our 

high school seniors, will experi-
ence a transition that reflects their 
growth and achievement to the 
next milestone. Graduation day 
also brings a wide range of emo-
tions for students and their fami-
lies. For everyone, it will be a day 
to celebrate.  For some, it will be 
a bittersweet moment as the stu-
dents move on to the next phase of 
their lives. 
Each year, it gives me great pride 

to present college scholarships 
to remarkable seniors at Canton 
High and Canton Academy. This 
has been my annual tradition for 
the past 14 years. I am also proud 
to represent organizations that care 
about the future of children in our 
community and humbled by the 
opportunity to play an role in help-
ing our young people begin their 
educational journey and ultimate-
ly, reach productive careers.   I 
need them to SUCCEED!
    As we conclude this school year, 

it is my hope that all of the children 
in each of our schools experience 
the love and concern for them and 
feel what being a very special part 
of our great city is all about. To the 
Class of 2017, best wishes to each 
of you.   Please remember that at 
City Hall, my door will always 
be open. May God bless and keep 
each and every one of you.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Arnel Bold-
en is currently serving as mayor 
since being elected in 2013. He 
and his wife, LaToya Bolden, are 
members of Canton United Meth-
odist Church and are active in the 
community.	 	

By Guest Columnist Arnel Bolden, Mayor, City of Canton
Oldest store on Canton
Square is renovating

Special to The Canton News

From the Mayor’s Desk

Buttross has been on the Square 
since 1910, founded by David 
Buttross.  It was originally named 
David Buttross and Sons. The 

sons, Ernest and Edward, bought 
the store from their father and 
called it Buttross Department 
Store, although many older cus-
tomers still called it Dave Buttross.
The store was remodeled in 1960, 

the store’s fiftieth anniversary, and 
is being remodeled again on the 
one hundredth seventh anniversa-
ry.
“It was in vogue at that time to 

get rid of the old,” said Miriam B. 
Koury, who manages the store.
She said the renovations involve 

redoing the facade and bringing it 
back to its original look of the ear-
ly 1900s.   They are exposing the 

three windows on the front of the 
building, as well as restoring the 
cornice at the top of the building 
and around the windows.  They are 
also putting in new front doors at 
this phase one stage.
“Buttross on the Square has 

always been successful, because 
we have changed with times,” said 
Koury.  “We are at that juncture 
again.”

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News
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MAY

18
6-9 P.M.

Canton Third Thursday

LIVE MUSIC
FROM

BASEBALL
themed food

Hot Dogs

Braves
Mascot & Staff

onsite

Steele 
Heart 
Band

Wilkes scores 30 on ACT Mayoral forums held in April

Superintendent Cassandra Williams and CPSD’s Board of Trustees congratulat-
ed Canton High Junior Kayla Wilkes (center) for scoring a 30 on the ACT,. Her 
mother, Sharon Williams, a second-grade teacher at Jimmie Goodloe Elementary, 
said she is proud of her daughter’s outstanding accomplishments. Wilkes is also a 
Mississippi Scholar, a member of the ACT 25 & Above Club and an Ignite Mentor.

Special to The Canton News

Three different events with three sponsors sought to showcase the Canton mayor-
al candidates in April before the May 2 primary.  On April 11, the Canton Chamber 
hosted a mayoral forum at the Multi Complex, and meet and greet for aldermen 
running for office.  A few days later, the Madison County Library System hosted a 
similar Q & A event at the Canton branch.  The final chance to listen to what the 
candidates plan to do if elected was held April 27 at the St. Paul’s Recreation Cen-
ter hosted by Delta Sigma Theta Sorority in partnership with the Canton NAACP.

Photos by The Canton News

Photos by The Canton News

Photos by The Canton News
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Canton Redevelopment Authority

Cordially invites you to a

Train Museum Open House

May 16th, 2017

5:00 - 6:30 PM

Light refreshments will be served

By Guest Columnist Cassandra Williams, CPSD Superintendent

It is hard to believe, but the 
end of the school year is upon 
us. Just yesterday, we were wel-
coming our students and teach-
ers to begin a new school year 

full of hope, goals, and a re-
newed spirit. This school year, 
we have devoted tremendous 
amounts of time, energy, and 
effort into increasing our stu-
dents’ academic achievement. 
We’ve learned two things from 
previous school years: first, 
we’ve learned that the key to 
supporting our students’ growth 
is to increase the amount of time 
that they practice grade level 

skills, and we’ve also learned 
that the materials that we use 
with our students matters. Be-
cause of these two factors, we 
increased the amount of time 
that our students spend with 
new and prerequisite material. 
We provided pull-out tutorials 
for students in their areas of 
weakness as well as their areas 
of strength. We used time that 
students would normally spend 
in electives to provide them 
with extra support in reading 
and mathematics. We are also 
hosting Saturday School at all 
of our sites with tested areas; 
our Saturday School sessions, 
in which we provide break-
fast, lunch, and transportation, 
have been an amazing success. 
We have had three to over four 
hundred students each Satur-
day, and we are truly pleased 
with our results. Additional-
ly, we have provided practice 
packets for students during 
Spring Break and the month of 
April. For our Saturday School 
sessions, pull-out tutorials, and 
practice packets, we’ve been 

Canton Public School District prepares for state testing
using research-based materials 
to ensure that our students are 
exposed to quality grade-lev-
el content that is standardized 
across the district.
Now, it’s time to see if all of 

our hard work has paid off. Our 
Mississippi Assessment Pro-
gram (MAP) officially kicks 
off on April 20 with our third 
grade ELA assessment. This 
is one of our most important 
assessments, as it determines 
whether or not students can 
move on to 4th grade. Our ele-
mentary principals have hosted 
informational sessions at their 
schools to inform parents about 
this critical assessment. May 
2 -12, our third - eighth grade 
students will take important as-
sessments in ELA, mathemat-
ics, and science in grades fifth 
and eighth. Our high school 
students will take assessments 
in Algebra I, Biology I, US His-
tory, and English II. Parents, it 
is especially important that you 
encourage your children to do 
their best on the assessments. 
In addition to determining if 
students have met grade lev-

el standards, the results of our 
state assessments help us deter-
mine course placement for stu-
dents, and the results determine 
the ratings for our schools and 
district. We ask that you as-
sist us by stressing the impor-
tance of the tests, encouraging 
your children to complete their 
homework packets, and ensur-
ing that they get plenty of rest 
before the tests.
All year, I’ve had the same 

message in my columns: our 
students deserve the best. This 
year, our teachers and adminis-
trators have worked tirelessly 
to ensure that we give students 
our best work. We’re excited 
to see them give us their best 
work on our upcoming state as-
sessments.

EDITOR’S NOTE: With over 
twenty years in education, 
Cassandra Williams’ focus as 
superintendent of  the Canton 
Public School District is to 
increase student achievement 
through an invigorated empha-
sis  on teaching, learning, and 
nurturing.

Special to The Canton News
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PROUD OF OUR VEHICLES. PROUDER OF OUR PEOPLE.
Our employees work hard to build great vehicles. But their dedication 
doesn’t stop there. They volunteer countless hours in the community, 
support local causes, even mentor students in their free time. A company  
is only as great as its people. And we have some of the best anywhere.
Visit nissanmotor.jobs to join our Canton team.
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By Guest Columnist Kathy Amos

When a leader creates change, 
people will react to it. Some will 
see it positively and some neg-
atively. The key to manifesting 

the change is making the deci-
sion to work with the ones that 
are willing to move forward. 
This takes the Law of the “Big 
Mo” that says, “momentum is a 
leader’s best friend.”  
Strong leaders understand that 

preparation and motivation are 
the keys that create momen-
tum. And, when executing these 
key components, it takes time. 
Even when God called Moses 
to lead the children of Israel out 
of Egypt, he gave them time to 
prepare for this amazing exodus 
experience. God even hardened 
Pharaoh’s heart, which served 

as a powerful tool, giving them 
the leverage and time they need-
ed to prepare to go with the “Big 
Mo!” Ten times Pharaoh reject-
ed Moses’s request to let the Is-
raelites go, and with each “NO,” 
they kept planning as they were 
building more and more momen-
tum. There’s something signifi-
cant about the answer “NO” to 
a people who have received the 
promise of God in their heart. 
They won’t take it for an answer.
Momentum is much easier to 

steer than to start. And, it has 
been challenging at times to keep 
it moving in our great city. It’s 
also the most powerful change 
agent a city can have. But, I be-
lieve that Canton is prepared and 
ready to make bold moves in go-
ing forward. 

Let’s go with “Big Mo”  CA baseball dedicates statium

The Stuart Smith Baseball Stadium was dedicated on a recent  spring day. Lots of 
family and friends came to remember what Smith meant to CA during his time as 
a student, and see the improvements made to the baseball complex in his name. 
The April dedication was followed by the annual CA vs. Canton High School base-
ball game..

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kathy Amos is 
a founding member of The John 
Maxwell Team and a certified 
coach, speaker and trainer. She 
serves as executive pastor of the 
Turning Point Fellowship Minis-
tries International Church, along 
with her husband.  She is the 
founder and life coach of Glam-
dezvous Resorts, and the president 
of the Turning Point Arts & Enter-
tainment Studio in Canton, a per-
forming arts school, event facility 
and internet cafe’.
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Special to The Canton News 

The Canton Public School 
District (CPSD) salutes its top 
scholars. These students exem-
plify, with hard work and dedi-
cation, that achievement is pos-
sible.  CPSD  encourages all of 
its students to continue striving 
for excellence.
Canton High School  Junior 

Kayla Wilkes is recognized for 
her outstanding achievement 
of scoring a 30 on the ACT. 
The district is also proud of 
Timmy  Bridgeman  and  Na-
talyah Davis for scoring a 28 on 

the ACT. The ACT 25 & Above 
Club is also commended for 
their excellent achievements.   

  The Mississippi  Scholars  are 
also recognized for their out-
standing achievements.  The 

purpose of the  Mississip-
pi  Scholars  Program is to en-
courage students to take more 

challenging courses in high 
school.   All national data indi-
cates that students with a more 
rigorous academic schedule of 
high school studies are better 
prepared for college and/or to 
enter today’s competitive job 
market. The requirements in-
clude 40 hours of community 
service, a  2.5 and above cu-
mulative GPA, 95 percent at-
tendance, 18 ACT composite 
score, and no outside suspen-
sions.

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780 

We can also handle 
your postal needs 
7 days a week 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Canton’s Mississippi Scholars pictured (l to r) are, first row:  Ardajha Brooks, Jas-
mine  Meeks, and  Nydaisha  Dortch; second row:  Myquashia  Anderson, Trinity 
Torrey, Makayla Garrett, and Natalyah Davis; third row:  Jamarius Brown, Ken-
dontre Brown, and Vincent King; and fourth row: Mondarius Readirs and Stan-
ton Readirs.

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Canton Public School District salutes top scholars

Special to The Canton News
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City hosts Annual Easter 
Egg Hunt at SAAB Park

The Canton Gospel Music 
Association announced the 2017 
honorees who will be recog-
nized at the Fourteenth Annual 
Scholarship Awards and Gospel 
Music Celebration, which will 
take place on Sunday, August 
27, 5 p. m. at the Greater Faith 
Calvary Pentecostal Church 
in Canton.
The purpose of 

this music cel-
ebration each 
year is to 
recognize 
individu-
als who 
have 
made sig-
nificant 
musical 
contribu-
tions to Mad-
ison County 
and abroad.
 This Celebration 

is sponsored by the 
Canton Gospel Music Asso-
ciation (CGMA), which con-
sists of choir directors, choir 
or group presidents, musicians, 
songwriters, recording artists, 
song leaders, soloists, radio 
announcers, ministers of music 
and pastors of Madison Coun-
ty.  This year the association will 
honor “The Brothers in Christ,” 
“The Rembert Washington 
Memorial Choir,” and “The 
Canton Community Fellowship 
Choir.” These singers have used 
their gifts and talents locally, 
statewide and nationally to lift 
up the name of the almighty.
  It is unique this year that we 

will honor three groups that have 
such a diverse membership, 

appeal and style of music. “The 
Brothers in Christ”  consists 
of men from various church-
es and specializes in good old 
fashioned quartet music.    The 
Rembert Washington Memori-
al Choir also consists of mem-
bers from various churches and 

specializes in traditional, con-
temporary choir gos-

pel music, always 
with a “special 

and unique 
blend and 
twist.”  The 
Canton 
Commu-
nity Fel-
lowship 
Choir, bet-
ter known 

as  “The 
Ship,”  were 

well remem-
bered for their 

strong vocals, pre-
cision and great harmo-

ny. Although “The Ship” is no 
longer together, their fans are 
still around.
For more information, call 

Cynthia Goodloe Palm-
er,  601-918-7809,CantonGos-
pelMusicAssociation@gmail.
com, Erma Cole,  601-859-
5002  or Jearlean Jones,  601- 
668-8563.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Palmer is 
an award-winning recording 
artist and is a three-time win-
ner at the Mississippi Gospel 
Music Awards. She serves as 
the founder and president of the 
Canton Gospel Music Associa-
tion.

By Guest Columnist Cynthia Goodloe Palmer Special to The Canton News

The City of Canton Annual Eas-
ter Egg Hunt hosted more than 
200 children.  The event held at 
SAAB Park also had two space 
jumps, egg dying, games and a DJ 
who entertained the children and 
adults.

There also was an Easter Bat-
tle between the sororities Alpha 
Kappa Alpha and Delta Sigma 
Theta and the fraternities, Alpha 
Phi Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi, and 
Omega Psi Phi.  The winners for 
the Easter Battle were Alpha Kap-
pa Alpha Sorority and Omega Psi 
Phi Fraternity.

Special to The Canton News

Catholic Charities, Inc.’s 
Therapeutic Foster Care 
(TFC) program will host 
a therapeutic foster parent 
training every Saturday from 
9 a.m. until noon in the month 
of May. 
TFC provides services de-

signed to help Mississippi 
foster children and youth 
with serious emotional disor-

ders develop the skills needed 
to function in the home and 
community settings. TFC’s 
primary change agents are 
highly-trained foster families. 
TFC is in need of individu-

als who are willing to become 
therapeutic foster parents. 
TFC is looking for caring in-
dividuals who are able to pro-
vide a stable and loving home 
environment for children and 
adolescents who are in need of 

therapeutic services. Prospec-
tive foster parents should re-
side within a sixty-mile radius 
of Jackson and are required 
to attend all training courses 
held May 6, 13, 20 and 27. 
All courses will be held at 

Catholic Charities Office, 840 
E. River Place Suite 601 in 
Jackson. 
Prospective foster parents 

will receive complete licen-
sure training, ongoing sup-

port and monthly monetary 
payments for the cost of pro-
viding care for youth in the 
program. Catholic Charities 
promotes equal opportuni-
ty and encourages diversity 
in families. There is no cost 
to attend the training, but 
pre-registration is required. 
For more information about 
becoming a therapeutic foster 
parent, contact Shamir Lee at 
601-624-5288.

Catholic Charities, Inc. to host TFC program this May

CGMA announces all the 
Honorees for year of 2017

More than 200 children hunted for eggs at the City of Canton’s Easter Egg Hunt 
at SAAB Park.

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News
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Canton Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

The City of Canton Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt hosted more than 200 children.  
The event held at SAAB Park also had two 
space jumps, egg dying, games and a DJ 
who entertained the children and adults.

Canton Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

501 Soldiers Colony Road, Canton, MS 39046             601-859-4358
Canton’s Parks and Rec

Catholic Charities, Inc. to host TFC program this May

Canton honors Miss JSU

The Mayor and Aldermen honored Canton native, and former Canton High Salu-
tatorian, Comelia Walker, who was recently elected Miss JSU. She was present-
ed an official proclamation at City Hall in April. Walker is the first Miss JSU from 
Canton in over 30 years.

Special to The Canton News
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Supporting Investors Patron Investors

Key Investors

100 Depot Drive
Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-5816
www.canton-mississippi.com

Chamber 
President

MICHAEL 
CRANDALL

Executive
Director

TOYA L.
VEALS

Administrative
Assistant

MARY CAROL
PATRICK

Canton Chamber salute our 
local law enforcement. 

1. Legal Shield

2. Smithbuilt Professional 
& Landscaping, LLC.

3. Edward Jones
Joshua Gates

4. Legends of Mississippi Sports Bar & Grill

Breakfast with Legal Shield

May 4, 2017
8:30-9:30

Canton Third Thursday

May 18, 2017
6:00-9:00

“Take me out to the Ballgame”

New MEMBERS

601-855-0017
bearcreekstorage.net 
2633 South Liberty Street
Canton, MS 39046
bcreekstorage@bellsouth.net
info@bearcreekstorage.netS

T O R A G
E

Learn how you can have legal access at your �ngertips,
Discuss idenity theft protection and restoration, and 
more, and $10 rebate for Canton Chamber Members

Madison County Law Enforcement 
May 15-21, 2017

Appreciation Week-
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323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

 Fishing Gear &
 Live Bait here

STOP 
on your way to the lake.

Domino’s opens a new 
location at Highway 43 and 16
Neal Anderson has had a Dom-

ino’s Pizza franchise in Canton 
since 2008, but he now has a new 
location and a new partner. Ander-
son and Molly Clark are co-own-
ers of the new location in the Pig-

gly Wiggly shopping center at the 
intersection of Highways 16 and 
43 in East Canton.
Both started out as Domino’s de-

livery drivers who moved up to 
managers, and now owners. An-
derson is originally from Grena-
da, Mississippi, but now lives in 
Cleveland, Mississippi, where he 
also owns a Domino’s Pizza fran-
chise.

Originally from Turkey, Clark 
started working at Domino’s on 
High Street in Jackson when she 
was a business student at Belhav-
en.  She was a Domino’s supervi-
sor in Boston from 2011 to 2016, 
but wanted to move back to Mis-
sissippi for the people, weather 

and Southern hospitality.
“Pizza sauce is in our veins,” said 

Anderson. “We are really excited 
to serve Canton in our new loca-
tion, and the response has been 
good. It would not have been pos-
sible without the Nissan Parkway 
extension that was built.”
Clark said that the local fran-

chise plans to get involved in the 
community and with the schools.

Special to The Canton News

By Susie A. Wolfe

G & S Baits, Special Creations & Gifts
Handcrafted Fishing Lures & Jigs 

Handmade Jewelry
Yazoo City Dips

Cotton Café Dog Treats Made in Oxford
Devereux Sweet Pepper Jalapeno Jam & Pepper Sauce

Adult Clothes and Children’s Sundresses
Hanging Wooden Letters / Tin Gift Baskets

Flavor of the South Dips

NEW PRODUCT:  
Debutante Farmer’s Bloody Mary Mix

Come see us under WGMO on the Square

Academy Street Studio, LLC
Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Be There... The Square!
CANTON’S HISTORIC PLAYGROUND

CANTONTOURISM.COM601.859.1307

MOVIE CAPITAL OF MISSISSISSIPPI • MUSEUMS • ARTS • FESTIVALS
DINING • LODGING • SHOPPING • AND SO MUCH MORE!

“I got it at 
the Canton 

Flea Market!”
You’ve heard about it...
now, come experience it!

Thursday, May 11, 2017

Start advertising with 
The Canton News today 
with rates as low as $49.

Call (601) 667-4667 ex. 2
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ValuePlus Free Checking
You deserve better than fees and fine print. 
With our ValuePlus Free Checking account, there are 
no tricky fees and no conditions. Enjoy your FREEdom.

No fees  |  No minimum balance  |  Free mobile check deposit
Free mobile banking  |  Free online banking  |  
Free instant issue CheckCard

© Copyright 2015 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

BankPlus.net

Nissan promotes STEM 
through HBCU donation
On April 19 at Nissan’s Canton 

Assembly Plant, Nissan execu-
tives presented $250,000 to sev-
en local historically black col-

leges and universities (HBCU) 
to promote science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics 
(STEM) initiatives at each school 
to inspire and develop talent. To 
date, Nissan has invested more 
than $1 million in local HBCUs- 
more than half which supports 
STEM-specific curriculums.
The donations were presented to 

representatives from Alcorn State 
University, Coahoma Commu-
nity college, Hinds Community 
College, -Utica Campus, Jack-
son State University, Mississip-
pi Valley State University, Rust 

College and Tougaloo College.
“Nissan recognizes that STEM 

education is critical to develop-
ing the next generation of inno-
vators. We are proud to continue 

our commitment to Mississippi’s 
HBCUs with another $250,000 
grant this year,” said Jeffrey Web-
ster, director of Diversity and In-
clusion, Nissan North America.
Resources provided to each in-

stitution will be used to promote 
a range of STEM-related pro-
grams and department, including 
applied sciences, engineering, 
math, computer and information 
science and many more.
To learn more about Nissan’s 

support of the Canton communi-
ty, visit http:www.nissan-canton.
com/.

Special to The Canton News

Nissan executives are shown with seven Mississippi’s HBCUs that received a 
total of $250,000 for STEM education. Pictured (l to r) are, front row:  Doris Ward, 
Rust College; Rodney Francis,  Director, Human Resources, Nissan Canton; Dr. 
Richard Alo, Jackson State University; Dr. Debra Mays-Jackson, Hinds Commu-
nity College, Utica Campus; Steve Marsh, Vice President, Manufacturing, Nis-
san Canton; Dr. David Beckley, President, Rust College; and Dr. William Bynum, 
President, MS Valley State University; and back row: Yasmin Gabriel, Tougaloo 
College; Dr. Alfred Rankin, President, Alcorn State University; Dr. Val Towner, 
President, Coahoma Community College; Jeffrey Webster, Director, Diversity and 
Inclusion, Nissan North America; and Pam Confer, Director, Community Rela-
tions, Nissan Canton.

Connect 
with us on our 
facebook

page
cantonnews

GET SOCIAL!

Special to The Canton News
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Confer named Woman of 
the Year in Jackson Advocate
The Jackson Advocate recently 

selected Pamela Confer of Can-
ton as its 2017 Woman of the 
Year for her unwavering dedi-

cation to community. The pub-
lication’s representatives said 
that Confer “is always willing to 
share her talents and skills to im-
prove the lives of others. We ap-
plaud her unselfishness and cel-
ebrate her tenacity, her vigor, her 
soulfulness, her positivity, and 
most of all, her love of God.”
Confer is the director of com-

munity and public relations for 
Nissan North America, Canton, 
the second largest employer in 
Mississippi.  In this capacity, she 
serves as the face of Nissan in 
the Mississippi market and man-
ages the corporation’s outreach 
efforts.
Confer is a bilingual, interna-

tional, award-winning profes-
sional speaker. Founder of the 
Speak BIG! concept, a commu-
nications and public speaking 
program, she has trained pro-
fessionals and aspiring profes-
sionals alike. Participants in her 
courses say that her open mind, 

Special to The Canton News
personal stories and amus-
ing training style inspire all to 
“Speak Up! Speak Out! and 
Speak Often!” 
A writer and publicist, Confer 

is editor the book, Spoken Suc-
cess: Understanding the Art of 
Public Speaking, by Robert Lit-
tle.   She is also the editor of a 
series of children’s books by 
Little, including What CAN I 
Be, an Accelerated Reader (AR) 
book that was nominated for the 
Coretta Scott King award.
Confer is also an entertain-

er. Performing with her group, 
“Jazz Beautiful,” she was voted 
“Best Local Jazz Artist” by the 
Jackson Free Press for 2012 and 
2013, and was named the Jack-
son Music Awards’ 2013 and 
2015 “Jazz Group of the Year.”  
She is also the MS Jazz Founda-
tion’s 2015 “Jazz Ambassador 
of the Year,” and one of the MS 
Business Journal’s 2015 “Top 
50 Leading MS Businesswom-
en.”
Confer is the first woman to serve 

as Constable in Hinds County.  
She is also an award-winning 
clay sharp-shooter. A member of 
Alpha Kappa Alpha, she holds a 
Master of Public Policy and Ad-
ministration degree, and is cur-
rently at the dissertation stage of 
a Ph.D. from Jackson State Uni-
versity (JSU). 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This article 
was originally published in the 
Jackson Advocate. It has been 
reprinted with permission from 
the publisher. Confer is current-
ly serving as the Canton Cham-
ber’s vice president.

Ida B. Wells
One of the founders of the 

National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), Ida B. 
Wells was also a journalist 
who documented lynchings 
in the US during the 1890s. 
She was born in Holly 
Springs, MS in 1862.

Fannie Lou 
Hamer

Ms. Hamer was known 
for her epithet, “I’m sick and 
tired of being sick and tired.” 
Something she knew too 
much of as a voting rights 
activist during the Civil Rights 
Movement. She was born in 
Montgomery County, MS in 
1917.

Myrlie Evers
Myrlie Evers-Williams 

was the wife of Civil Rights 
activist  Medgar Evers, who 
was assasinated in 1963. 
She has since gone on to 
carry the torch for equality 
and justice, becoming 
Chairwoman of NAACP and 
author of several books. She 
was born in Vicksburg, MS in 
1933.

Oprah 
Winfrey

Oprah Winfrey is a media 
mogul who is widely known 
for her talk show, The 
Oprah Winfrey Show, and 
now, the Oprahy Winfrey 
Network (OWN). She is also 
a greatest African American 
philanthropist. She was born 
in Kosciusko, MS in 1954. 

 Pam Confer is the director of community and public rela-
tions for Nissan North America, Canton, the second largest 
employer in Missis-
sippi.  In this capac-
ity, she serves as the 
face of Nissan in the 
Mississippi market, 
and manages the 
corporation’s out-
reach eff orts.

Confer is a bilin-
gual, international, 
award-winning pro-
fessional speaker.  
She explodes with 
confi dence, teach-
ing everyone how 
a simple smile can 
move the world.  
Founder of the 
Speak BIG! con-
cept, an eff ective 
communicat ions 
and public speak-
ing program, she 
has trained profes-
sionals and aspiring 
professionals, alike. 
Her open mind, 
personal stories and 
amusing training 
style inspire all to 
Speak Up! Speak 
Out! and Speak Of-
ten! 

A writer and pub-
licist, Confer is editor the book, “Spoken Success: Under-
standing the Art of Public Speaking”, by Robert Little.  She 

is also the editor of a series of children’s books by Little, in-
cluding “What CAN I Be”, an Accelerated Reader (AR) book 

that was nominated for 
the Coretta Scott King 
award.

Confer is an accom-
plished entertainer. 
Performing with her 
group, “Jazz Beautiful,” 
she was voted “Best Lo-
cal Jazz Artist” by the 
Jackson Free Press for 
2012 and 2013, and was 
named the Jackson Mu-
sic Awards’ 2013 and 
2015 “Jazz Group of the 
Year.”  She is also the 
MS Jazz Foundation’s 
2015 “Jazz Ambassador 
of the Year,” and one 
of the MS Business 
Journal’s 2015 “Top 50 
Leading MS Business-
women.”

Pam Confer is the 
first woman to serve 
as Constable in Hinds 
County.  She is also 
an award-winning clay 
sharp-shooter. A mem-
ber of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha, she holds a 
Master of Public Poli-
cy and Administration 
degree, and is current-
ly at the dissertation 

stage of a Ph.D. from Jackson State University (JSU) in 
Jackson, MS. 

The Jackson Advocate has selected Pamela Confer as its 2017 Woman of the Year for her unwavering dedication 
to community. She is always willing to share her talents and skills to improve the lives of others. We applaud her 
unselfi shness and celebrate her tenacity, her vigor, her soulfulness, her positivity, and most of all, her love of God.

The Jackson Advocate has selected Pamela Confer as its 2017 Woman of the Year for her unwavering dedication 

Pam Confer: Woman of the Year

2A               March 30-April 5, 2017   Jackson Advocate              Jackson, Mississippi

Featured on the front page 
are Women for Progress of 
Mississippi 2017 honorees 
(see page 1b-3b) and 
Mississippi greats:

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy
AA STATE CHAMPS

www.CantonAcademy.org

congratulations,

KPNA hosts banquet May 26
Special to The Canton News

The Knights of Pil-
lar Nurses Associa-
tion (KPNA) will 
be hosting their 
Second Annu-
al Nurses Ban-
quet on  May 26 
at 7 p.m. at the 
M u l t i - P u r p o s e 
Complex. Tickets 
are $20.00 per person, 

and that can be paid at 
the door. The group 

will be  award-
ing three  Joyce 
Conway Adams 
scholarships to 
students in the 
surrounding area. 
For more informa-

tion, contact KPNA 
at 601-953-8769.

NOW OPEN
Inside the Madison County HealthPlex!

Aquatic Therapy & Indoor Pool • Private Treatment Area • Access to Full Gym Equipment

Our knowledgeable and highly skilled PTs work with your physician
to deliver individualized therapy to treat:

• Neurologic needs
• Cardiopulmonary 
   Rehabilitation needs
• Developmental Delay

• Orthopedic Injuries
• Disorders of Gait and Balance
• Lower Extremity Weakness
• Pain Management

CALL OR COME BY TODAY!
Phone: 601.855.5760, Press 7     |     Fax: 601.510.2641

1421 A-East Peace Street     |      Canton, Mississippi 39046
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                   CANTON 
DISCOUNT DRUGS

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

The Madison County Board 
of Supervisors signed a proc-
lamation designating  May 15-
21, 2017, as Madison County 

Law Enforcement Appreciation 
Week.  As a part of the commem-
oration of the outstanding work 
of the Madison County Sheriff’s 
Department, the Board of Super-
visors, as well as the citizens of 

Madison County, commended 
and thanked its loyal force for its 
commitment to the County, and 
its further commitment to pro-
viding a safe and secure coun-

ty in which to live.   The Board 
called upon its residents to rec-
ognize and participate in the 
special observance to honor law 
enforcement officials and first re-
sponders.

Law Enforcement Apprec.
Week to be held in May

Pictured (l-r) are, standing:  Supervisor Paul Griffin; Madison County Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director Jodi Maughon; Madison County Business League 
& Foundation Executive Director Jan Collins, and Sheriff Randy Tucker; and seat-
ed: Supervisor Sheila Jones; Supervisor David Bishop; president of the Board 
Trey Baxter; and Supervisor Gerald Steen.

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

10A               April 27-May 3, 2017 Jackson Advocate              Jackson, Mississippi

First of all, I want to thank God for granting me the opportunity to lead our great city the last four years. With Him, all things 
are possible.  As a humble community servant, my accomplishments include being founder of the Arnel D. Bolden Scholarship 
as well as providing over two thousand dollars in other scholarship awards annually. I also have had the privilege to serve on 
numerous boards and attain many notable achievements including President of the Canton Chamber of Commerce, board 
member of the Merit Health Medical Center in Canton, 2002 graduate of Leadership Madison County,  2012 graduate of the 
FBI Citizens Academy, 2013 graduate of Leadership Mississippi, and an active member of Canton United Methodist Church. I 
am a proud father of two and married to Dr. LaToya Bolden. 

As Mayor, I provide integrity, leadership experience, and vision that has led to record job growth, economic development, 
and infrastructure improvements evident throughout the city, which has improved the overall quality of life for residents in the 
last four years. My major objectives for the next term include making measurable improvement of our educational system a top 
priority, increasing our retail and residential growth opportunities, recruiting employers that will hire and pay top tier wages to 
our residents, and solving the major flood crisis, which has plagued parts of our community for decades.

Help me continue to build a better Canton…Stay Bold and Re-Elect Arnel D. Bolden for Mayor

 Canton, Mississippi: Stay Bold

UNDER MY 
ADMINISTRATION

Education: 
Three new schools – 
• Canton Elementary
• McNeal Elementary
• 9th Grade Academy

Economic 
Development: 
• Dollar Tree Opening
• Walmart Opening
• Legend’s Sports Bar
• Bettina’s Soulfood
 Restaurant
• Taco Bell – Opening 2017

Community 
Development:  
•  Hickory Street   
 Revitalization Project
• Canton High Apartments

Paid for by friends to Re-Elect Arnel Bolden for Mayor


