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With the start of a new school 
year just weeks away, the Mis-
sissippi State Department of 
Health (MSDH) reminds parents 
that state law requires kids to be 
immunized against childhood 
diseases to enter public or private 
school, Head Start or daycare.  
According to the Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, 
approximately 95 percent of par-
ents nationwide choose to vac-
cinate their children, protecting 
them against potentially deadly 
diseases. 

“There are many options for 
where to get your vaccinations 
now, including private medical 
providers and retail stores,” said 
MSDH State Epidemiologist Dr. 
Paul Byers. “Regardless of where 
you go, it’s incredibly important 
to make sure you’re up-to-date 
on your immunizations. Not only 
are certain vaccines required for 
school entry, they are also the 
best way to protect your child and 
those around them.”
Required vaccinations for chil-

dren entering school in Missis-
VLSSL� IRU� WKH� ¿UVW� WLPH� LQFOXGH��

diphtheria, tetanus and pertussis 
(DTaP); polio (IPV); hepatitis 
B; measles, mumps and rubella 
(MMR); and varicella (chicken-
pox). There is also a requirement 

for children entering seventh 
grade to receive the Tdap (tetanus, 
diphtheria and pertussis) vacci-
nation. In addition, human pap-
illomavirus vaccination (HPV) 

Photo by Jud Meaders

The Madison County Courthouse was undergoing renovations recently.  Jud Me-
aders, who operates Academy Street Studios located on Peace Street in the His-
toric Canton Square, took this dramatic photo of the work.

CMU starts $9M in projects 

Canton Municipal Utilities 
(CMU), the utility that provides 
Cantonians with electricity, water, 
gas and sewer services, currently 
has $9 million in building proj-
ects, according to CFO Stephen 
Thompson.
Thompson said that CMU is striv-

ing to keep all infrastructure and 
equipment up-to-date to maintain 
the highest quality of service and 

avoid interruptions.
CMU’s current projects include 

laying the infrastructure for the 
600-unit Trails Apartments being 
built in Canton over the next two 
years, a church construction proj-
ect on Calhoun Parkway taking 
place this year, and a truck stop/
convenience store being built on 
the Canton Parkway this year.
Thompson said that infrastructure 

improvements include $3 million 

By Susie A. Wolfe
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Courthouse renovated

Special to The Canton News

Cont. on page 16 

See Back to School key info starting on

page 12

Cont. on page 7

!is is free to all patients.... Let us handle the process, just give us a call to discuss

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
& Bill M*by

Worried about your loved one taking the right medications at the right time?  Let M*by's Drug Store take the worry away... 

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046|601-859-4212

Immunization Telemed Clinic

State law requires immunizations for school kids
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HURSTINE WATTS: CHAIRPERSON
PAULINE WATKINS
MARTIN HEYWOOD
JAMES PARKER
ARTHUR TATE JR.
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ROBERT EDWARDS: ASSET MANAGER
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MAUREEN SIMPSON
JAY CARTER
PAUNLINE WATKINS
HURSTINE WATTS
SCOTT EVANS
SIMON COLLIER
BOB MONTGOMERY: BOARD ATTORNEY

157 North Union St. on the Historic Canton Square
601-407-6003 Thepuddleducklings@yahoo.com
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For more information on Tours and Private Events, call 601-391-3190 or visit www.richdistilling.com

601-707-5555

www.jdjohnsonrealty.com
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In 1982, the 
Canton Court-
house Square 
District was of-
¿FLDOO\� HQWHUHG�
into the Nation-
DO� 5HJLVWHU� RI�
+LVWRULF� 3ODFHV�
DQG� GHFODUHG�
one of three 
EHVW� H[DPSOHV�
in the State of 
Mississippi.
The Court-

house Square 
DQG�'RZQWRZQ�
Historic Dis-
WULFW��VWLOO�WKH�IRFXV�RI�H[FLWLQJ�DF-

WLYLWLHV�� LV� WKH�VFHQH� WZLFH�\HDUO\�
RI� WKH�QDWLRQDO-
O\�IDPRXV�&DQ-
WRQ�)OHD�0DUNHW�
Arts & Crafts 
Show. The 
0DUNHW� DWWUDFWV�
up to 100,000 
YLVLWRUV� DQQXDO-
O\� IURP� DFURVV�
WKH� 8QLWHG�
6WDWHV� DQG� EH-
\RQG�
In recent 
\HDUV��WKH�EHDX-
W\�� XQLTXHQHVV��
DQG� SUHVHUYD-
tion efforts of 

WKH� &RXUWKRXVH� 6TXDUH� DQG� +LV-

WRULF� 'LVWULFW�� ZLWK� LWV� EHDXWLIXO�
KRPHV�� KDYH� DWWUDFWHG� WKH� DWWHQ-
WLRQ�RI�+ROO\ZRRG��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR��
¿YH�PDMRU�¿OPV��&DQWRQ� LV�RIWHQ�
XVHG� DV� VFHQHV� IRU� FRPPHUFLDOV�
DQG�GRFXPHQWDULHV�

The Historic District now in-
FOXGHV�PDQ\�EXVLQHVVHV��IURP�UH-
WDLO�� UHVWDXUDQWV� DQG� SURIHVVLRQDO�
WR�PXVHXPV��FRXQW\�RI¿FHV�DQG�D�
GLVWLOOHU\�� &DQWRQ� KDV� VRPHWKLQJ�
IRU�HYHU\RQH�DQ\�WLPH�RI�\HDU�

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Come visit the Downtown Canton Historic District
Discover the Square
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Special to The Canton News

Frazier Riddell, who can not only sing and 
play many instruments, offers private gui-
tar, harmonica and saxophone lessons at 
his Small Town Music store in Canton.

CA clay shooting team, MS state champs

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Academy clay shooting team was recently named the state champions. Pictured (l to r) are: Holden Chandler, 
+D\GHQ�9DXJKQ��%HQ�%DUU��3DUNHU�&URVVZKLWH��%UHWW�/RYHODFH��1LFN�3ULFH��+DUULV�&ROHPDQ��%UD\GHQ�%UXP¿HOG��&DVH�/DP-
bert; Barnes Wadford, Jake Ramsey, Carson Toder, Colt Yoder, Joseph Price, Lane Martin, Drew Galloway, Colson Lambert, 
Sarah Grace Thompson, Zan Ellis, and Taylor Pratt.

How would you like to be able 
to sing and to play, on a profes-

sional level, the guitar, the har-
monica and the saxophone?  And 
be able to also play at various 
levels the banjo, mandolin, uku-
lele, trombone, trumpet, clarinet 

and trombone?
Meet Frazier Riddell, who can 

not only sing and play these in-
struments, but offers private gui-
tar, harmonica and saxophone 
lessons at his Small Town Music 
store in Canton.
Riddell, the youngest of four 

children, was born and raised 
in Canton.  His father ran a suc-
cessful farming and cotton gin 
business, and Riddell, while 
loading cotton bales, cleaning 
cotton pickers, and performing 
other chores associated with that 
environment, decided that farm-
ing and ginning was not to be 
his life’s work.  He loved music, 
so after graduating from Canton 
Academy, he earned his degree 
in music education from Ole 
Miss and headed for Nashville.
Big time musical success elud-

ed him in Nashville, but his huge 
success there came in another 
sphere when he met a lovely 
young photographer named Su-
san, and convinced her to marry 
him.  They were blessed with a 
son, and deciding that the big 
city wasn’t the best environment 

in which to raise him, they opt-
ed to move back to family and 
friends in Canton, and open their 
store.  
$� SUROL¿F� VRQJZULWHU�� 5LGGHOO�

has recorded numerous CDs, 
and gives performances both 
individually and with bands all 
over the state.  His musical tal-
ent is also shared with the pa-
rishioners at Sacred Heart Cath-
olic Church, where he is music 
director. 
One thing is for certain to folks 

here.  Big town Nashville’s loss 
has been small town Canton’s 
gain!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie 
is a published author, storytell-
er, entertainer and grandfather 
of eleven. He is amazed at the 
number of talented and accom-
plished people who live in the 
Canton area, and he thinks you 
should know about some of them. 
Ritchie and professional artist 
wife, Perry, live in the Shocco 
community out from Canton. 
View their work at: www.south-
ernstories.com.

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

Know Your Neighbor: Frazier Riddell
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When I played quarterback on my 
high-school football team, I was 
often tackled from the back while 

attempting 
to pass, not 
seeing the 
tackler. I 
was blind-
sided. Less 
than a year 
after my 
wedding, 
I received 
a call that 
my daddy 
had died of 

a sudden heart attack. I was caught 
unaware and devastated. I was 
once terminated from a job where 
I had been employed for seventeen 
years, completely unanticipated. In 
each case, everything seemed good 
at one moment, and then the next 
moment- WHAM- I was blindsid-
ed. 
Jarius knew that feeling. He was a 

synagogue leader whose daughter 
was sick. Going to Jesus, he entreat-
ed Him to heal her. Jesus followed 
Jarius toward his house, but on the 
way there, He stopped to heal a sick 
woman. Jesus was never in a hur-
ry. He did not panic even when the 
bad news came that Jairus’ daughter 

had died. Jesus’ simple admonition 
to Jarius in the midst of receiving 
the bad news was simply, “Don’t be 
afraid. Only believe.” 
Jesus can turn bad news into 

something better, but it hinges on 
our faith. Fear or faith are the two 
choices we have when responding 
to devastating news. Fear occurs 
when we take our eyes off of Jesus. 
Faith is focusing on Him, believing 
that somehow He can bring good 
out of bad. Faith is believing that 
Jesus can show up and do some-
thing good in an impossible situ-
ation. Bad news will surely come. 
Believe in Jesus. He can transform 
devastation into hope! 

“The great fact of the Christian 
life is that which looks complete-
ly impossible with men is possible 
with God.”

-William Barclay, from Stand 
Firm Magazine, Lifeway Christian 
Resources

You Are Loved,
Pastor Guy

EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Odom 
has been pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Canton since 2012. He 
and his wife, Tommi, have two sons, 
Ely and Cy. He is originally from 
Vicksburg.

Photo by The Canton News

Prepare for the unexpected
By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom,
First Baptist Canton

Canton Academy
AA STATE CHAMPS

www.CantonAcademy.org

��
��	���	���
��

Act on abandoned buildings

By Joy Dodson, president, Keep Canton Beautiful 

Attention, all Cantonians!  Do 
you see a car or truck that looks 
like it’s been in the same spot for 
the past decade? Do you drive 
past a building that is obviously 
abandoned, and has been for many 
years? 
Keep Canton Beautiful wants 

to know about it. Please provide 
us with the location of either the 
vehicle or building by emailing     
joydodson@hotmail.com or visit-
ing Keep Canton Beautiful’s Face-

book page and messaging us there. 
We will research the property with 
WKH�FLW\��DQG�¿QG�RXW�ZKDW�ZH�FDQ�
do to make it better. Remember, if 
you personally have a vehicle you 
would like towed free of charge, 
you can call Gilmore Towing 
at 769-257-4707. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Dodson 
lives in Canton with her husband 
Gary and their two sons. She is the 
director of Keep Canton Beautiful. 

Photo by The Canton News

Jones spent summer at MC

Residents of Mississippi College’s (MC) summer support staff, including Princess 
Jones of Canton, put in long hours at Mississippi College in June and July.  Pic-
tured (l to r) are: Carly Chappell of Gardendale, Alabama (seated); Leuveruia 
Smith of Pace, Mississippi; Joelle Youngblood of Meridian; Rebekah Walker of 
Brandon; Princess Jones of Canton and Rebeckah Mardis of Lucedale. All are 
MC students on the Clinton campus.

Special to The Canton News
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Our mission is to provide excellent modern dental care in a comfortable and relaxing environment, and to give every patient a !rst-class service experience.

	źs��>//9>���35?.�
DENTAL SOLUTIONS OF MISSISSIPPI

HAS JOINED Dr. Ruth Morgan & 
Dr. Jessie Vaughn
1309 E Peace St
Canton, MS 39046
601-859-2182www.RuthMorganDDS.com

Act on abandoned buildings

Tori Bowie talks about her life after the Olympics
Tori Bowie represented Missis-

sippi at the Rio Olympics, where 
she placed 
second in 
the 100 
m e t e r 
dash with 
a time of 
1 0 . 8 3 s , 
and third 
in the 200 
m e t e r 
dash with 
a time of 

22.15s. In college, she compet-
ed for the University of Southern 
Mississippi, and she began com-

peting professionally in 2013. 
We recently had the opportunity 
WR�WDON�¿UVW�KDQG�ZLWK�KHU��DQG�WR�
ask her a few questions.
Who were your mentors in get-

ting and staying with the sport?
I consider my family as mentors; 

they supported me from the start.  
In staying with the sport, my fa-
ther, sister and coach have been 
very important in continuously 
encouraging me.
What is your best memory of 

high school? Of college at USM?
High school –winning basketball 
championships after we played 
the #1 team and beat them; my 
entire family was there and we 
were taking photos, etc.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe

College –graduating!
What do you miss most about 

home / Mississippi?
The people.
Where are you living now and 

describe your life…travel, track 
meets, how often back home?
I live in Winter Garden, Florida.  
From April to August, it’s week-
ends of track meets around the 
world; then I head back to Mis-
sissippi from August to Novem-
ber to visit and spend time with 
family; then return to Florida to 
train again until the April season 
starts.
What was most memorable for 

you at the Rio Olympics?
Getting a bronze medal in the 

200m when I felt like I was al-
ready exhausted.
You just ran your best time 

ever. How many more Olym-
pics do you want to participate 
in?
At least one more, 2020.
What are your near-future 

plans, and for the future after 
Olympics/track?  Move to Mis-
sissippi?
I don’t have any set plans yet, but 
I look forward to getting married, 
starting a family and simplifying 
things.  Enjoying the small things 
in life.  I don’t have plans to 
move back to Mississippi, but it 
will always be “home” and where 
family is.

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780 

We can also handle 
your postal needs 
7 days a week 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com
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Annual Awards & Gospel Celebration to be held August 27
By Guest Columnist Cynthia Goodloe Palmer

The 14th Annual Scholarship 
Awards & Gospel Music Cele-
bration will take place on Sun-
day, August 27, at 5 p.m. at 

Greater Faith Calvary Pente-
costal Church, 305 N. Rail-
road St. in Canton. This cel-
ebration is sponsored by the 
Canton Gospel Music Asso-
ciation (CGMA). Lifetime 
Achievement Music Awards 
will be presented to The 
Brothers In Christ, The Rem-
bert Washington Memorial 
Chorale, The Canton Com-
munity Fellowship Choir 
(The Ship) and Rev. Clyde 
Tate.
The highlight of the celebra-

tion is the awarding of thir-
teen music scholarships to up 
and coming musicians. Rev. 
James Sims serves as schol-
arship chairman. To date, the 
CGMA has awarded 114 schol-
arships. Special musical guest is 
2015 Sunday Best Award Win-
ner, Dathan Thigpen of Atlanta, 
Georgia.  Pastor John Woodard, 
Jr. serves as musical director.

³,W� LV�¿WWLQJ� WKDW�&DQWRQ��ZLWK�
its rich heritage, deep spiritual 
URRWV� DQG� VWURQJ� FKXUFK� DI¿OL-
ations hosts an event to honor 

RQH� RI� PXVLF¶V� ¿QHVW� JHQUHV�´�
said Cynthia Goodloe Palmer, 
founder and president of the 
CGMA. 
For more information, call 

Cynthia Goodloe Palmer, 601-

918-7809, Erma Cole 601-859-
5002 or Jearlean Jones 601-668-
8563. For more information 
contact us at:
CantonGospelMusic@gmail.

com.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Palm-
er is an award-winning re-

cording artist and is a three-
time winner at the Mississippi 
Gospel Music Awards. She 
serves as the founder and 
president of the Canton Gos-
pel Music Association.

Julie Burns
601-953-4107

www.thrivingjuju.le-vel.com     Le-Vel Independent Brand Promoter

All Day Energy
Mental Clarity and Focus

Metabolic Support

Calms Irritation
Cognitive Performance
Lean Muscle Support

Joint Support

EXPERIENCE THRIVE
Weight Management

Better Workouts
Digestive Support
Immune Support

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News
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Warren Used Cars

Three Generations of Warrens: Eddie, Jr., Eddie, Sr. and Kylie

Proudly Serving Canton and 
Madison County for 30 years.

Where Customers Become Friends 
1215 E Peace Street, Canton | (601) 859-4207

Special to The Canton News

Canton Tourism recently held their annual “Christmas in July” as part of their 
monthly Third Thursday events. Area businesses were invited to compete in the 
“Sip N’ Shop” event, and The Farmhouse served the winning drink of the summer, 
“Three Suns.” For more information about upcoming Canton Tourism events, call 
601-859-1307.  

and a meningococcal vaccination 
(MCV4) are recommended for 
adolescents 11 to 15 years of age, 
and a meningococcal vaccination 
(MCV4) is recommended at age 
16 to 18 years.
Parents must provide the school 
ZLWK� D� &HUWL¿FDWH� RI� ,PPXQL]D-
tion Compliance (Form 121) from 
WKHLU�LPPXQL]DWLRQ�SURYLGHU�SULRU�
to school entry.
Physicians or county health 

departments can answer ques-
WLRQV�DERXW�ZKLFK�LPPXQL]DWLRQV�
children will need. Parents can 
contect their local county health 
department about the best dates 
and times to bring children in for 
LPPXQL]DWLRQV�
For more information on immu-
QL]DWLRQ�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RU�PHGLFDO�
exemptions for school entry, visit 
www.HealthyMS.com/immuni-
]DWLRQV��

State law requires immu-
nizations for school kids

cont. from front page

Canton’s Christmas in July 

Special to The Canton News

Sims awarded EPWA award 

Alderwoman Daphne Johnson 
Sims was awarded the Empower-
ing Progressive Women’s Associ-
ation (EPWA) Business Women’s 
Leadership Award for Canton. The 
award was given at their month-
ly Power M.E.A.L. (Marketplace 
Empowerment Acceleration Lun-
cheon) at the Culinary Cowboy on 
July 11.
Sims, a native of Canton, is the 

daughter of Thomas and Ruby 
Johnson. She is a graduate of Can-
ton Public Schools, and continued 
her education at Southern Universi-
ty, where she received a Bachelor’s 
Degree in accounting, with a minor 
in administration. She is married 
to Constable Johnny Sims, and to-
gether they have three children, 
Johnathan, Jalise, and Jordan. 
Sims is the alderwoman of Ward 

Four and was just reelected to a 
second term. She serves the com-
munity by spearheading annual 
Thanksgiving dinners for the el-
derly, scholarships for local stu-
dents and book bag giveaways. 
She is also a member of Greater 
Saint Matthew Missionary Baptist 
Church. She is also a member of 
Greater Saint Matthew Missionary 
Baptist Church. 
According to EPWA President 

Kathy Amos, “Daphne is a hard 
worker and determined to make a 
difference. She loves to teach and 
help others get on the road to suc-
cess.”
Tickets are available for the next 

luncheon, which is the Third Annu-
al Honorary Conference Luncheon, 
on Saturday, August 26. For more 
information on how to participate, 
visit www.epwawomen.com.  

Special to The Canton News
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Retired professional football players now living in Mississippi attended the grand opening celebration for Legends of Mississippi Sports Bar in the Historic Canton Square 
on Friday, July 21. The following football players attended to celebrate with owner and former Buffalo Bills player Leon Seals: Noland Smith, Kansas City Chiefs; Eddie 
Payton, Minnesota Vikings; Lewis Tillman, New York Giants; Vernon Terry, Houston Oilers; Lawrence Pillars, San Francisco 49ers; Jeffery Moore, San Francisco 49ers; 
Chris Burkett, Buffalo Bills and New York Jets; and Mike Jones, Dallas Cowboys.

Photo by Jud Meaders

Football legends attend Legends of Mississippi opening

Sisters serving in the Navy

Special to The Canton News

Two of George and Ollie Wash-
ington’s granddaughters and 
Marva J. Hall’s daughters are 
currently serving in our coun-
try, Navy Sailor Antoiwauna D. 
Southern and Navy Sailor Lakor-
sha K. Hall.
Southern, a 2013 Canton High 

School graduate, attended Jack-
son State University and Navy 
A-School in Great Lakes, Illinois 
before being stationed on the 

USS Gerald R. Ford CVN-78 in 
Norfolk, Virginia. She graduated 
from Navy boot camp in on Dec. 
4, 2015, and has been promoted 
WR�3HWW\�2I¿FHU�7KLUG�&ODVV�
Hall recently graduated from 

Navy boot camp at Great Lakes, 
Illinois on June 23.  She is a 2009 
graduate of Velma Jackson High 
School, and attend Jackson State 
University. She will be attending 
A-School at Ft. Lee, Virginia, 
and then on to her next duty sta-
tion.

Special to The Canton News

KPNA delivers storm supplies

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Knights of Pillar Nursing Association (KPNA) visited the storm area of Durant in July to deliver cleaning 
and personal hygiene items. The group was greeted by Mayor Robinson at the City Hall. The area 
itself still needs help and support from the surrounding areas. Even though all members were not 
able to go, each member did their part in donating. Members who attended are pictured (l to r): Katie 
Hamlin, Cassandra Sojourner, Beverly Washington, Nettie Travis, Ruth Gray, Rachiel Johnson, Helen 
Owens and Bertha McGruder.
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On December 15, 2016, Msurance acquired the assets of 
Roberts Insurance. We are operating both o!ces for a short 
period of time. "e Roberts Insurance o!ce on the Square 
will remain open no later than June 15, 2017. A#er June, all 
customer service will be provided out of Msurance's main 
o!ce, located at 160 East Peace Street, conveniently located 
across from Regions Bank and next to McAlister's.

Msurance brings several more options for our customers 
along with Roberts Insurance customers. We have added 
several National Carriers within the last few months to 
provide further service to Canton.

601-391-3271
601-391-3498 fax

C & C Professional Automotive
1240 Springridge Road, Clinton, MS 39056

Kevin Clarke 601-213-8875     Jarvis Clarke 601-624-8962

Kevinclarke1190@gmail.com

Used Car Sales
Auto Body Repair & Paint

Auto Body Restoration
Mechanical

24-Hour Towing available
Road Side Assistance

Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC

Robert Martin, a Madison Coun-
ty Nursing Home (MCNH) Board 
of Trustees member, recently 
UHFHLYHG�WKH�1RW�IRU�3UR¿W�7UXVWHH�
Award from the American Health 
Care Association (CONFIRM).
Martin, a 15-year board mem-

ber, has been involved in various 
projects, including constructing 
an Alzheimer’s unit, increasing 
the number of beds in the nursing 

care center, and approving the 
addition of television sets in the 
residents’ bedrooms.
According to Daniel Logan, 

MCNH administrator, “Robert 
serves with passion and is fre-
quently at our nursing center 
looking for ways to make things 
better for our residents. It is with-
out a doubt that I can say that 
Madison County Nursing Home 
is a better place because of Mr. 
Martin.”

Martin receives trustee award
Special to The Canton News

Ray honored for 50 years 
of Canton Lions service   
The Canton Lions Club recog-

nized members for years of ser-
vice in their July 26 meeting. 

Melvin Ray, retired Madison 
County Superintendent, was 
honored for his 53 years of ser-
vice to the community.  
For service 25 years and 

above, the following members 
ZHUH� JLYHQ� FHUWL¿FDWHV�� -RKQ�
McPhail, 45 years; Ken Mor-

ris, 45 years; Bobby Long, 30 
years; Herb Power, 25 years; 
and Danny Murphy, 25 years.
The following members have 
VHUYHG� ������ \HDUV�� -DXTXLQH�

McPhail, 15 years; Danny Pres-
tel, 15 years; Gil Kyker, 15 
years; Chan Chandler, 15 years; 
Doug Knight, 15 years; Dan-
iel Logan, 10 years; Tom Cor-
lett, 10 years; Arnel Bolden, 10 
years; and Timmy Pickett, 10 
years.

Among the Lions honored at the July 26 meeting are (l to r), Danny Murphy, 25 years; 
Melvin Ray, 50 years; Daniel Logan, 10 years; and Timmy Pickett, 10 years.

Photo by The Canton News

By Susie A. WolfeBy Susie A. Wolfe

Mississippi’s public 
schools work in numerous 
ways to communicate with 

their students, parents, staff, 
and communities. Some of 
those public relations efforts 
were recently recognized.
Beverly Luckett, Canton 

Public School District’s 
(CPSD) public relations di-
rector, was honored during 

the Mississippi School Pub-
lic Relations Association’s 
annual Awards of Excellence 
program.  Luckett competed 
with school public relations 
professionals from school 
districts across the state who 
were honored for their pub-
lications, marketing efforts 
and online communications.
Luckett won the follow-

ing awaUGV�� �6HFRQG�3ODFH��
Electronic Newsletters; 
Second Place, Multimedia 
Projects; Second Place, Ex-
cellence in Photography; 
Third Place, Multimedia 
Projects; and Third Place, 
Audiovisual Programs and 
Presentations.
“CPSD honors Beverly 

Luckett for her tireless ef-
forts to tell the district’s own 
story of achievement every 
single day,” said Cassandra 
Williams, superintendent.

CPSD public relations 
director receives honors

Special to The Canton News
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Special to The Canton News

The automotive industry is 
Mississippi’s fastest growing 
industry and offers a salary 
more than 30 percent higher 
than the state average, accord-
ing to a study released by Move 
Mississippi Forward and the 
Mississippi Economic Council.
 The groups have studied the 
HFRQRPLF� LPSDFW� RI� VSHFL¿HG�
manufacturers in the past, but 
the new report – conducted 
by the independent National 
Strategic Planning & Analysis 
Research Center (NSPARC) at 
Mississippi State University – 
examined the entire sector. The 
automotive industry in Missis-
sippi includes two major man-
ufacturing facilities – Toyota 
in Blue Springs and Nissan in 
Canton – as well as numerous 
suppliers.
 
 Highlights of the study 

include:
• Automotive industry 

employment grew by more 
than 64 percent between 
2010 and 2016, making it 
the fastest growing industry 
in the state.

• The industry employs 
approximately 18,251 state-
wide.

• The average salary is 
$50,510, more than 1.34 
times greater than state aver-
age of $37,642.

• The automotive industry 
accounts for an estimated 
$5.7 billion of the state gross 
domestic product – or what 
the state produces each year.

“This report informs all Mis-
sissippians of the tremendous 
economic impact that the auto-
motive industry has made in 
our state,” said Dr. Dolphus 
Weary, co-chair of Move Mis-
sissippi Forward and a long-
time community civic and 

Automotive industry drives Mississippi’s economic growth 
community leader. “This sec-
tor has always been important 
to our state, but in the last 15 
years has gained unbelievable 
momentum. It has changed our 
state for the better.”
 The growth began in 2003 
ZKHQ� 1LVVDQ� RSHQHG� WKH� ¿UVW�
manufacturing facility in cen-
tral Mississippi, which was 
followed by Toyota’s north 
Mississippi plant that began 
production in 2011. Major 
automotive companies such 
as PACCAR, Grammer, and 
Tower International followed 
suit with construction of new 
operations. The growth has 
included Yokohama Tire locat-
ing in West Point and a major 
expansion by Cooper Tires 
within the state.
 “Dozens of companies have 

located in Mississippi because 
of the favorable tax structure, 
willingness of state and local 
governments to partner with 
them and a workforce that pro-
duces highly skilled labor,” 
said Duane O’Neill, co-chair 
of Move Mississippi Forward 
and President & CEO of the 
Greater Jackson Chamber Part-
nership.  “This sector has ben-
H¿WWHG�WKH�HQWLUH�VWDWH��QRW� MXVW�
a couple of communities. Auto-
motive industries are located in 
32 counties, and some of the 
large facilities employ workers 
from numerous counties, so 
there is a domino effect across 
our state.”
NSPARC, an interdisciplin-

ary research center, began its 
research this spring and used 
data from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and the Mississippi 
Department of Employment 
Security to build the report.
The full report can be found 

at http://www.movemississip-
piforward.com/impactreport/.
 “What we have achieved 

with the automotive industry is 

a part of the story about Mis-
sissippi that quite often goes 
untold,” said Dr. Domenico 
“Misso” Parisi, NSPARC’s 
executive director. “We are 
a great state, and we have 
become just as progressive in 
our effort to provide economic 
opportunities to our citizens as 
many other states.  The results 
unequivocally show that the 
automotive industry is a pow-
erful economic force for Mis-
sissippi.”
 The MEC – the state’s cham-

ber of commerce – believes 
the automotive industry’s 
advanced manufacturing facil-
ities have changed the percep-
tion of Mississippi nationally, 

and even globally.
 “Mississippi has built a rep-

utation as a good place to do 
business, and we see even 
greater things ahead,” said 
Scott Waller, MEC’s interim 
president and CEO.  “Conti-
nental Tire’s $1.4 billion plant 
is scheduled to open in 2019, 
and we believe additional sup-
SOLHUV� ZLOO� ¿QG� 0LVVLVVLSSL�
an attractive location as they 
begin to site their operations.
 “Mississippi is gaining stat-

ure in the Southern Auto 
Corridor, and we don’t see it 
slowing down, which is why 
it is so important that we work 
to maintain a competitive busi-
ness environment.”

Special to The Canton News
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ValuePlus Free Checking
You deserve better than fees and fine print. 
With our ValuePlus Free Checking account, there are 
no tricky fees and no conditions. Enjoy your FREEdom.

No fees  |  No minimum balance  |  Free mobile check deposit
Free mobile banking  |  Free online banking  |  
Free instant issue CheckCard

© Copyright 2015 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

BankPlus.net

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

NEW PRODUCTS

HAVE JUST
ARRIVED!

*Call for pricing. Bulk Fertilizer is also available!
Cattle Gap, Feed Trough ,Wate Trough , J Bunk, & Storm Shelter

/LRQV�&OXE�QDPHV�RI¿FHUV�IRU�WKH������������7HUP

Photo by The Canton News

7KH�&DQWRQ�/LRQV�&OXE�LQVWDOOHG�QHZ�RI¿FHUV�DW�WKHLU�-XO\���PHHWLQJ��7KH�IROORZLQJ�ZLOO�VHUYH�IRU�WKH�����������WHUP��:HEVWHU�)RUG��SUHVLGHQW��%REE\�/RQJ��
YLFH�SUHVLGHQW��7RP�&RUOHWW��VHFUHWDU\���WUHDVXUHU��$O�6DOPL��/LRQ�WDPHU��DQG�'DYLG�5REHUWVRQ��WDLO�WZLVWHU���7KH�WZR�\HDU�%RDUG�PHPEHUV�DUH�6LPRQ�&ROOLHU�DQG�
'DUOHQH�$XVWLQ��7KH�RQH�\HDU�%RDUG�PHPEHUV�DUH�5LFKDUG�&DVH�DQG�:LOOLDP��6NHHWHU��3RZHU���3LFWXUHG��O�WR�U��DUH��%RDUG�PHPEHUV�5LFKDUG�&DVH�DQG�'DUOHQH�
$XVWLQ��6HFUHWDU\�7UHDVXUHU�7RP�&RUOHWW��3UHVLGHQW�:HEVWHU�)RUG��DQG�3DVW�3UHVLGHQW�'DQQ\�0XUSK\�
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By Guest Columnist Kathy Amos

Have you ever had a dream that 
perhaps one day, you would own 
your own business, build your 

d r e a m 
home or 
m a y b e 
even buy 
that new 
Lamborgh-
ini? You 
realize the 
m o m e n t 
you decide 
to push, 
you would 

need someone on your team. If it’s 
buying your dream home, you’ll 
need a contractor, mortgage lend-
er, appraiser, and attorney just to 
name a few people who will make 
up your dream team. These peo-
ple are skilled experts who know 
how to help you achieve your 
goals. Without them, it would be 
YHU\�GLI¿FXOW�WR�DFKLHYH�LW�DORQH�
Nehemiah, a faithful cupbearer, 

had a burden and desire to rebuild 
the ruined walls back home in Je-
rusalem. But before he could start 
the rebuilding process, he needed 

a team of people who were just as 
committed as he was in making 
his dream a reality. The bible de-
clares that he went before the king 
and was granted permission to go 
home and gave him resources to 
assist him in his mission. Then, 
Nehemiah gathers his commu-
nity and expresses his concerns 
saying, “Come, let us rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem, and we will no 
longer be in disgrace.” And they 
began this good work, Nehemiah 
2:17-18.  
It’s very important that we un-

derstand that if we are to ever 
achieve greatness in our com-
munity, we must learn to work 
together. John Maxwell says, 
“One is too small of a number to 
achieve greatness.”

Who is on your dream team? 

Special to The Canton News

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Kathy Amos 
is a coach, speaker and teacher 
with The John Maxwell Team.  She 
serves as executive pastor of the 
Turning Point Fellowship Minis-
tries International Church, along 
with her husband Joe. Amos  is 
also the president and founder 
of the Empowering Progressive 
Women’s Association.

Accepts all Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS

Goodloe Dental
Erika C. Goodloe, DMD
1207 Peace Street 
601.859.9595

Routine Cleaning
Exams
Extractions
Fillings/Restorations
Crowns
Emergency Dental Care

Adults/Children

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 - 5:00 
Friday 
9:00 - 12:00 
Office Hours 
by Appointment

Hours:
Walk-ins Welcome

Services:



August 3, 2017 13

PROUD OF OUR VEHICLES. PROUDER OF OUR PEOPLE.
Our employees work hard to build great vehicles. But their dedication 
doesn’t stop there. They volunteer countless hours in the community, 
support local causes, even mentor students in their free time. A company  
is only as great as its people. And we have some of the best anywhere.
Visit nissanmotor.jobs to join our Canton team.

Join Us for Easter 
6HUYLFHV�RQ¬

Sunday, April 16 at 
8:00a.m. & 10:15a.m.

6SHFLDO�%UHDNIDVW�DW¬
�D�P�¬LQ�)HOORZVKLS�+DOO�

 
+H�LV�5LVHQ

Sunday Small Groups
9:00 a.m.

0RUQLQJ�:RUVKLS
10:15 a.m.

:HGQHVGD\�1LJKWV
6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
&KLOGUHQ�	�<RXWK�$FWLYLWLHV
&KRLU�5HKHUVDO

6800(5�6&+('8/(

Seasons Assisted Living’s goal is to create a small community feel 
with our 2-year-old facility located in Canton, Mississippi.

We o!er 10 private rooms with 11 private baths. We o!er three 
meals a day plus snacks, 24-hour sta"ng, as well as a nurse on the 
day shift. We o!er assistance in activities of daily living if needed. 
Laundry and housekeeping are provided, as are many other ame-
nities, including access to an indoor pool and hot tub. 
Call us now to #nd out more information!

1421-B East Peace Street Canton, Mississippi 39046  
601-855-5790      Madisoncountynursinghome.com

Seasons Assisted LivingWelcome back to school
By Guest Columnist Cassandra 
Williams, CPSD Superintendent

My favorite time of the year 
is just around the corner…
WKH� ¿UVW� GD\� RI� VFKRRO��:H�
KDYH� VSHQW� DOO� VXPPHU� SUH-

p a r i n g 
to pro-
vide our 
boys and 
JLUOV� ZLWK�
the best 
V F K R R O�
year ever. 
Last year, 
ZH� SUR-
vided ex-
tra time 

and support to our students 
WR�KHOS�WKHP�PHHW�JUDGH�OHY-
HO� FRQWHQW� DQG� VNLOOV� H[SHF-
WDWLRQV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�VPDOO�
group targeted support for 
students throughout the reg-
XODU�VFKRRO�GD\��RXU�VWXGHQWV�
came out by the hundreds 
IRU�6DWXUGD\�6FKRRO��DQG�RXU�
teachers and administrators 
ZHQW� DERYH� DQG� EH\RQG� WKH�
FDOO� RI� GXW\� WR� HQVXUH� WKDW�
RXU� VWXGHQWV� ZHUH� SUHSDUHG�
WR� EH� FROOHJH� DQG� FDUHHU�
UHDG\�� HYHQ� LI� WKH\� ZHUH� LQ�
NLQGHUJDUWHQ��:H� GHYHORSHG�
SURFHVVHV� DQG� SURWRFROV� WR�
HQVXUH� WKDW� ZH� ZHUH� FRQ-
VLVWHQW� ZLWK� RXU� LQVWUXFWLRQ��
FXUULFXOXP��DQG�DVVHVVPHQW��
:H�DUH�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�JDLQV�RQ�
RXU� VWDWH� DVVHVVPHQW� UHVXOWV�
DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�IRFXV��$G-
GLWLRQDOO\��PDQ\�RI�RXU�&ODVV�
RI������JUDGXDWHV�ZLOO�HQWHU�
FROOHJH� WKLV� IDOO�ZLWK�FUHGLWV�
WKDW� WKH\� HDUQHG� ZKLOH� WKH\�
ZHUH� VWLOO� LQ� KLJK� VFKRRO�DQ�
DPD]LQJ�DFKLHYHPHQW�
$IWHU�D�\HDU�RI�LPSOHPHQWD-
WLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�QRZ�EHJLQ�D�\HDU�

RI� LQFUHDVH�� 7KH� WRROV� WKDW�
ZH� SXW� LQ� SODFH� IRU� VFKRROV�
ODVW� VFKRRO�\HDU� VKRXOG�QRZ�
FRPH�ZLWK�HDVH��DQG�RXU�QHZ�
staff has spent the summer 
EHFRPLQJ�IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�WKHVH�
WRROV�� 2XU� ER\V� DQG� JLUOV�
QRZ�NQRZ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�KLJK�
expectations for their perfor-
PDQFH��DQG�ZH�DUH�FRQ¿GHQW�
WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ULVH�
WR�RXU�H[SHFWDWLRQV��2XU�SDU-
ents, community, and busi-
nesses have supported us in 
an unprecedented manner, 
DQG�ZH�KRSH�WR�ZHOFRPH�QHZ�
faces into our extended fami-
O\��$V�D�WHDP��,�DP�FRQ¿GHQW�
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�SURYLGH�RXU�ER\V�
DQG� JLUOV� ZLWK� WKH� WRS�WLHU�
education that they deserve. 
:H� LQYLWH� \RX� WR� DWWHQG� RXU�
%DFN�WR�6FKRRO�5DOO\�RQ�)UL-
GD\��$XJXVW����IURP���S�P����
S�P��DW�&DQWRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO�
WR�KHOS�XV�VKRZ�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�
KRZ�H[FLWHG�ZH�DUH�DERXW�WKH�
QHZ�VFKRRO�\HDU�
This year, I invite you to 
FRQWLQXH� WR� ZDWFK� &DQWRQ�
3XEOLF�6FKRRO�'LVWULFW�WUDQV-
IRUP� EHIRUH� \RXU� H\HV�� :H�
ZLOO� UHPDLQ� IRFXVHG� RQ� RXU�
VWXGHQWV¶�FRQWHQW�NQRZOHGJH�
DQG� VNLOO� OHYHO� WKURXJK� ULJ-
RURXV� WHDFKLQJ��DGGLWLRQDOO\��
ZH� ZLOO� HPEHG� RWKHU� OD\HUV�
of support for our students 
through mentoring, co-cur-
ULFXODU�DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�HQULFK-
ment services. 
$XJXVW� �� RI¿FLDOO\� PDUNHG�
WKH� EHJLQQLQJ� RI� RXU� QHZ�
VFKRRO�\HDU��:H�KDYH�WKH�EHVW�
and the brightest teachers, 
staff, and administrators, and 
ZH�DUH�UHDG\�WR�ZHOFRPH�WKH�
MHZHOV� RI� WKH� &DQWRQ� FRP-
PXQLW\��RXU�ER\V�DQG�JLUOV��

Special to The Canton News
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First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

Connect 
with us on our 
facebook

page

cantonnews

GET 
SOCIAL!

Special to The Canton News

Teachers prepare for new 
school year for 2017-2018

Dr. Shelita Brown gave CPSD Math coaches a lesson on how to “power up” math 
classrooms by sharing strategies to inspire teachers and students from bell to bell.

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Teachers will go to summer 
school for upcoming year

CPSD welcomed new Tigers aboard with summer professional development for 
the upcoming school year. Angela Jones, CPSD’s Executive Director of Curricu-
lum & Instruction for High Schools, led the Fast Facts Training. Presenters shared 
district protocols and procedures while covering the following topics: the Media 
and Social Media, Enrollment and the Student Registration Process, Parent En-
gagement and School Attendance.
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Canton Academy 2017-
2018 Calendar of Events 

• Meet the Panthers / Meet the Teachers.....Wednesday, August 9, 2017
• CA Campus Work Day..................................Saturday, August 5, 2017 
• Teacher Orientation..............Monday – Wednesday, August 7-9, 2017
• First Day of School ........Thursday, August 10, 2017 (8:00-11:30 a.m.)
• Labor Day Holiday....................................Monday, September 4, 2017
• Annual Stockholder’s Meeting..............Tuesday, September 12, 2017
• Flea Market Holiday.................................Thursday, October 12, 2017
• Thanksgiving Holidays..........Monday-Friday, November 20-24, 2017
• MAIS Teacher’s Meeting.............................Friday, December, 1 2017
• Holiday Hustle 5K Run.........................Thursday, December 14, 2017
• Christmas Holidays.................Friday, December 22-Friday, January 5
• Return to school.............................................Monday, January 8, 2018
• Martin Luther King Holiday.......................Monday, January 15, 2018
• Who’s Who..................................................Saturday, January 20, 2018
• President’s Day Holiday............................Monday, February 19, 2018
• Spring Break..................................................Friday, March 9-16, 2018
• Easter Holidays....................Friday-Monday, March 30 - April 2, 2018
• CA Drawdown Fundraiser...................................Friday, April 6, 2018
• Kindergarten Graduation..................................Tuesday, May 8, 2018
• Flea Market Holiday.......................................Thursday, May 10, 2018
• Grades 7-11 Awards Day.....................................Friday, May 11, 2018

CSPD Open House and 
Back to School Nights

Canton Elementary
Open House: August 2, 2-4 p.m.

Back to School: August 10, 5-7 p.m.

McNeal Elementary
Open House: August 2, 2:30-5 p.m.

Back to School: August 15, 5-6:30 p.m.

Goodloe Elementary
Open House: August 2, 4-6 p.m.

Back to School: August 17, 5:30-6:30 p.m.

Rueben Myers Elementary
Open House: August 2, 2-4 p.m.

Back to School: August 17, 5-6:30 p.m.

Nichols Middle School
6th Orientation: July 26, 6-7 p.m.

Back to School: August 22, 6-7:30 p.m.

Porter Middle School
6th Orientation: July 27, 6-7 p.m.

Back to School: August 24, 6-7:30 p.m.

9th Academy
Back to School: July 25, 6 p.m.

CHS
Back to School: July 31, noon-5:30 p.m.

CPSD Board of Trustees 
2017- 2018 School Year
• August 8
Canton Career Center

• September 12
9th Grade Academy

• October 10
Reuben B. Myers CSAS

• November 14
Goodloe Elementary School

• December 12
Canton Elementary School

• January 9
Nichols Middle School

• February 13
Porter Middle School

• March 20
Canton High School

• April 10, May 8, and June 12 
Canton Career Center

Canton Public Schools 
August calendar of events

August 1
'LVWULFW�&RQYRFDWLRQ��¿UVW�GD\�IRU�WHDFKHUV�

August 2
$OO�GD\�'LVWULFW�3URIHVVLRQDO�'HYHORSPHQW�'D\

2 - 4 p.m. Canton Elementary School Open House
2 - 4 p.m. Reuben Myers CSAS Open House

2:30 – 5 p.m. McNeal Elementary Open House
4 – 6 p.m. Goodloe Elementary Open House

August 3
)LUVW�'D\�IRU�6WXGHQWV��)LUVW�7HUP�%HJLQV

August 10
5 – 7 p.m. Canton Elementary Back to School Night/Title I Night

August 11
7 – 8 p.m. CHS Football Jamboree/ CHS vs Yazoo Co. at CHS

August 13
5 – 7 p.m.: CHS Meet the Tigers Celebration

August 15
5 – 6:30 p.m. McNeal Elementary Back to School/ Title I Night

August 17
5 – 6:30 p.m. Reuben Myers CSAS Back to School/ Title I

5:30 – 6:30 p.m.  Goodloe Elementary Back to School/Title I Night
6 – 7:30 p.m. Huey Porter Back to School Night

August 18
��S�P��&+6�YV�+D]OHKXUVW��DZD\��IRRWEDOO

August 21
6 – 7 p.m. CHS Title I Parent Meeting & PTO
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BW Page
Merit Health doctors now 
schedule appointments online

Special to The Canton News

Merit Health has introduced a 
new service that helps patients 
more seamlessly access their 
physicians via online schedul-
ing. At launch, the service facil-
itates online appointment-mak-
ing with participating primary 
care providers. 
To use this free service, patients 

visit MyMeritDoctor.com. 
Patients can then see doctors’ 

schedules in real time, along 
ZLWK�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV��YHUL¿HG�SD-
tient reviews, photos and addi-
tional tools for selecting pro-
YLGHUV�ZKR�EHVW�¿W� WKHLU� QHHGV��
Patients can then choose an 
open timeslot and schedule their 

own appointment with a few 
clicks. This enhances the patient 
experience by helping patients 
book with Merit Health Med-
ical Group doctors 24/7 (even 
ZKHQ� WKH� RI¿FH� LV� FORVHG��� DV�
well as providing email and text 
reminders about upcoming ap-
pointments.
“Merit Health is proud to unite 

modern patients and doctors 
with this cutting-edge technol-
ogy, and to deliver the great 
healthcare experience patients 
expect and deserve,” Merit 
Health CEO Steve Dobbs said. 
“We look forward to introducing 
additional physicians and spe-
cialties in the coming months.”

Special to The Canton News

Start advertising with 
The Canton News today 

with Birth or Wedding announcements for 
$39 including a color photo and 1/4 page 
size.  The Canton News ALSO print 
obituaries for .39 cents a word and $39 for a 
photo.

Birth or wedding announcements are $39 including a color photo 
(approximately ¼ page size)
___________________________________________________________
__________
The Canton News ALSO PRINTS OBITUARIES for .39 cents a word and 
$39 for a photo

Cantonian Club will hold 
annual meeting on Square 

The 39-year-old Cantonian Club 
is meeting in Canton for their 
yearly get-together August 4 -5.  
Saturday, a group of 700 people 
will be attending the sold-out A 
Taste of Canton on the Historic 
Canton Square, where they will 
KDYH�D�¿VK�IU\�FDWHUHG�E\�0DUOR¶V�
Bar-B-Que, and live entertain-
ment by local band Soul on Ice.  
There will be a 5K from 8-9:30 
that morning at Rogers Park 
and a golf tournament at Canton 
Country Club from 8 – 1.
Canton Municipal Utilty’s VP of 

Operations John Garrett, who is 

part of the group, said that Union 
Street will be blocked from Cen-
ter to Peace Street to accommo-
date the crowd. Only those who 
purchased tickets to the weekend 
affair will be allowed to attend 
the event.
The Cantonian Club originat-

ed in Chicago, Illinois, after 
the death of Cantonian Hat-
tie Green.  Since that time, the 
club has grown, and is now in 
Chicago, Detroit, Dallas and 
Atlanta.  There are two inactive 
chapters in St. Louis and Cleve-
land.  Next year’s event will be 
held in Chicago.

Susie A. Wolfe
Special to The Canton News

CMU starts $9M in projects
cont. from front page

for cast iron gas pipes, $1 million 
in street repairs, $1 million in elec-
tric circuit updates over the next 
two years, and $1 million in equip-
ment purchases, such as bucket 
trucks and backhoes.
“CMU normally spends about $2 

million a year in capital expendi-
tures,” said Thompson, “so this 
estimate is within normal projec-
tions.”
CMU is also planning to construct 

a new $1.2 million water well in 
the city limits to prevent water 
shortages.
The engineering department said 

that the new well is a 1,000 gallon 

per minute well that will add 1.5 
million gallons per day. This will 
connect to the existing two City 
water plants providing 4.5 million 
gallons per day. It is expected to be 
completed by the end of 2018.
Street repairs began July 24 and 

will continue for about a year. 
CMU completed 19 streets on the 
:HVW� VLGH� LQ� WKH� ¿UVW� ZRUN� RUGHU�
the last of July. CMU encourag-
es Cantonians to be patient with 
delays around town during repair 
times.
For more information on these 

projects, contact Thompson at 
601-859-2921.
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Supporting Investors Patron Investors

Key Investors

100 Depot Drive
Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-5816
www.canton-mississippi.com

Chamber 
President

MICHAEL 
CRANDALL

Executive
Director

TOYA L.
VEALS

Administrative
Assistant

MARY CAROL
PATRICK

Breakfast with the Mayor
August 17, 2017 
TBD at 8:30 a.m. 

Canton’s Third Thursday
August 17, 2017
Shop, Eat, and Play on the Square from 6:30-9:00 p.m.

Ribbon Cutting

Legends of Mississippi Sports Bar & Restaurant 
127 N Union St
601.667.3534

Ad of the Month
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Madison County leads state economic growth
The Madison County Busi-

ness League & Foundation 
(MCBL&F) announced the 
2017 Madison County eco-
nomic indicators based on 
a report researched by the 
University of Southern Mis-
sissippi Trent Lott National 
Center.  The report was pre-
sented in June to the boards 
of both the Madison Coun-
ty Economic Development 
Authority and MCBL&F.
Madison County had above 

the national average growth 
in areas like job growth, and   
is   also contributing   a   larg-
er   share   of   retail   sales   than   
many   other   counties   in   Mis-
sissippi states the most   recent   
data   and   statistics   available.   
Comparing Madison   County   
to   other   counties   across   the   
state   paints   a   positive   picture   
of   how   well   Madison   Coun-
ty   is   progressing currently.   
This   report   also  provides   a   
snapshot   of   the   overall   eco-
nomic   health   of   Madison   
County   in   comparison   to   
other Mississippi   counties,   
state,   and   where   possible,   
national   economic   trends.  
$�VXPPDU\�RI�¿QGLQJV�LQGL-

cate:   
 Madison   County   has   a   cur-
rent   population   of   104,951   
with   an   8.1%   growth   in   the   
ODVW�� �¿YH� \HDUV��� �7KLV�� �JURZWK���
rate   is   the highest   among   the   
¿YH�� �FRXQWLHV�� �LQ�� �WKH�� �-DFNVRQ���
Metropolitan   Area.  
 The   Madison   County   pop-
ulation   is   close   to   50-50   of   
residents   commuting   into   the   
county   and   the   number   com-
muting   out of   the   county.   

Madison   County   has   22,973   
residents   who   both   live   
and   work   in   the   county   and   
24,469   residents   who com-
mute   into   the   county   for   
ZRUN��� �7KLV�� �FRXOG�� �UHÀHFW�� �D���
higher   cost   of   living   in   Mad-
ison   County   compared   to   
the surrounding   areas. 
 Madison   County   has   had   a   
4%   job   growth   over   the   last   
year,   adding   over   2,169   jobs,   
whereas   the   state   average   is   
0.8%   and national   average   
is   1.3%   change   over   the   last   
year,   both   of   which   are   below   

Special to The Canton News

the   county.   The   percentage   
of   people   living below   pov-
erty   in   Madison   County   is   
13.5%;   Mississippi’s   pov-
erty   rate   is   22.5%.         From   
the   2011   -   2015   census   
data,   the median   household   
income   for   Madison   County   
is   $64,376,   well   above   the   
state   average   of   $39,665.   
 The   region   of   Madison,   
Hinds   and   Rankin   Counties   
has   the   largest   labor   force   in   
Mississippi.   The   combined   
three   counties in   the   Jackson   
Metropolitan   Service   Area   

positions   Madison   County   
to   be   highly   competitive   in   
attracting   workers   into high   
paying   jobs. 
 Manufacturing   has   a   strong   
presence   in   Madison   County,   
and   ranks   third   largest   coun-
ty   in   the   state   in   the   number   
of manufacturing   employ-
ees   with   8,627.   Countywide   
workforce   totals   show   that   
manufacturing   holds   16%   of   
the   workforce. The   number   
of   manufacturing   employees   
of   the   surrounding   counties   
is   low   compared   to   Madison   
County.   This   indicates that   
the   county   is   attracting   man-
ufacturing   employees   in   the   
region.  
 As   a   single   industry,   Mad-
ison   County   Retail   Trade   
gross   sales   was   once   again   
the   largest   represented   
industry   contributing 60%   
of   gross   sales,   up   3%   from   
the   year   prior.   For   the   State   
of   Mississippi,   Retail   Trade   
represented   only   45%   of   
gross sales.   This   indicates   
Madison   County   is   contrib-
uting   a   larger   share   of   retail   
sales   than   many   other   coun-
ties   in   Mississippi.
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City of Canton Youth Baseball Closing Ceremony



MadCAAP, Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Madison 
County Citizens Service 
Agency, Highland Pres-

byterian Church, 
Mississippi State 
Extension Service, 
Priestley Chapel 
Baptist Church and 
My Brother’s Keep-
er, who worked with 
residents both young 
and old.  Contact 
Angela Carson at 
601-859-4032 or 
acarson@canton-
housing.org for 
information on 
partnering with the 
ROSS Program.

organizations.  
The summer months have 

been spent hosting the Seeds 
of Hope Boys Mentoring 

Program, 
honoring 
the resi-
dents who 
are mothers 
and fathers, 
participat-
ing in youth 
enrichment 
activities 
along with 
other sem-
inars for 
residents.  
Partners in 
these activi-
ties include 
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Canton’s ROSS program promoting self-sufficiency
Special to The Canton News

The Canton Housing 
Authority, with funding from 
the U.S. Department Hous-
ing and 
Urban 
Develop-
ment, pro-
vides the 
Resident 
Opportu-
nity and 
Self Suf-
¿FLHQF\�
(ROSS) 
Program 
to res-
idents 
of Joe 
Prichard 
and Pat 
Doherty 
apart-
ments in 
Canton. 
Angela 
Carson, 
program 
coordina-
tor, said 
the main 
focus of 
the pro-
gram is 
to coordi-
nate sup-
portive 
services 
and other activities designed 
to help residents attain eco-
nomic and housing self-suf-
¿FLHQF\�� � 7KLV� LV� GRQH� E\�
linking residents with com-
munity resources in the areas 
of education, housing, medi-
FDO�DVVLVWDQFH��¿QDQFLDO�OLWHU-
acy and youth development. 
Another component of the 
program is to help residents 
maintain independence, 
improve their quality of life, 
and in some cases, maintain 
stable housing as they age. 
This is accomplished by 
working with many partner 

The boys who participated in our Seeds 
of Hope Mentoring Program this summer 
cooked and served dinner for their moms. 
Pictured (l to r) are: Tyterrious Ross, Markev-
on Abron and Jadarious Rushing.   

Special to The Canton News

Volunteers from MadCAAP and Broadmoor Baptist Church 
participated in enrichment games with Canton youth.  They 
work year-round with them conducting afterschool tutoring 
during the school year and enrichment games during the 
summer. 

Residents are 
provided assistance 

in the following areas:

 GED/College Preparation
 
 Adult Computer Classes 

 Computer Access

 Childcare 

 Credit Issues 

 Community Services 

 Educational Goals 

 Employment Readiness 

 Financial Literacy 

 Housing 

 Home-ownership Counseling 

 Disability Counseling 

 Support Services 

 Nutrition Information

 Healthcare 

 Accessible Resources 

 Taxes 

 Senior Employment 

 Volunteer Opportunities 

 Mental Health and Substance 
 Abuse Counseling
 
 Youth Development Programs 

 Parent Education

Ÿ?>::ƞ��9;?>8ƛ
David Stevens, Inc.

Each O!ce is Independently
Owned and Operated

601-988-7070
601-924-7552
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CA tennis program excels, win state doubles

Special to The Canton News

The Mississippi State 
Department of Health 
(MSDH) reports seven new 
human case of West Nile 
virus (WNV) the last week 
in July, bringing the state 
total to 10 for 2017. The 
reported cases are in Coving-
ton, Hinds (3), Humphreys, 
/HÀRUH�DQG�3HUU\�FRXQWLHV�
So far, this year cases have 

been reported in Coving-
ton, Forrest (2), Hinds (3), 
+XPSKUH\V�� /HÀRUH�� 3HUU\�
and Rankin counties. The 
MSDH only reports labora-
WRU\�FRQ¿UPHG� FDVHV� WR� WKH�
public. In 2016, Mississippi 
had 43 WNV cases and two 
deaths.
“We are now in peak season 

for West Nile virus in Mis-
sissippi, and even if there has 
not been a reported human 

Mississippi has reported a new West Nile virus case
case in your county, our 
surveillance has shown that 
mosquitoes that carry the 
virus are active in all parts of 
the state,” said MSDH State 
(SLGHPLRORJLVW� 'U�� 3DXO�
Byers.
Symptoms of WNV infec-

tion are often mild and may 
include fever, headache, nau-
sea, vomiting, a rash, muscle 
weakness or swollen lymph 
nodes. In a small number of 
cases, infection can result in 
encephalitis or meningitis, 
which can lead to paralysis, 
coma and possibly death.
The MSDH suggests the 

following precautions to 
protect yourself and your 
environment from mosqui-
to-borne illnesses:
•  Use a mosquito repellent 
ZLWK� DQ� (3$�UHJLVWHUHG��
ingredient such as DEET 
while you are outdoors.

• Remove all sources of 
standing water around 
your home and yard to 
prevent mosquito breed-
ing.

• Wear loose, light-colored, 
long clothing to cover the 
arms and legs when out-
doors.

�� $YRLG� DUHDV� ZKHUH� PRV-
quitoes are prevalent. 

For more information on 
mosquito-borne illnesses, 
visit the MSDH website at 
HealthyMS/westnile.
Follow MSDH by e-mail and 

social media at HealthyMS.
com/connect.

Special to The Canton News

CA Panthers had a great 2017 tennis season, with doubles team Betsy Pace and Kate Bowen winning state doubles championships.  The whole team, pictured, also 
SODFHG�WKLUG�LQ�WKH�0$,6�$$�VWDWH�WRXUQDPHQW��IHDWXULQJ�&DWH�6LPSVRQ��%HWV\�3DFH��.DWH�%RZHQ��0DU\�%UHLWHQ�:HEE��*DUUHW�&ODFN��%UD\GHQ�%UXP¿HOG��-DFRE�&DUWHU��
Chris Gill, Hayden Vaughn, and Coach Lucy West.

Special to The Canton News
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Roscoe: A Respectable Dog
 with Good Moral Principles

In the exposition of this book, ten-year-old James “Johnny 
Ray” Thompson wants a dog of his own so badly, so that he 
could make his dog attack and scare his friends. Unfortu-
nately, Johnny Ray’s mother didn’t want him to have a dog 
at their home, but his father told him that, with him, 
owning a dog would be okay. Since his father highly 
respected his mother and sided with her, Johnny Ray was 
faced with the challenge of !nding a place to keep his dog. 
Later, Mr. Lambert, a good neighbor and close family friend, 
told Johnny Ray that he could keep his dog at his house. 
Fortunately, Johnny Ray was given a beautiful solid black 
half German-Shepherd and half Labrador-Retriever puppy 
by an elderly lady who lived just a few blocks away from 
him. He named this puppy Roscoe. After having raised this 
puppy, with the help of his father, into a big beautiful dog, 
Johnny Ray tried repeatedly, by also whipping him, but to 
no avail, to get Roscoe to attack his friends. As soon as he 
started !ghting Roscoe with other dogs, he soon realized 
that he had raised a gentleman of a dog because Roscoe 
wouldn’t !ght a girl dog. However, he didn’t understand 
this until after his daddy had explained that the average 
boy dog wouldn’t !ght a girl dog to him. And, that Roscoe 
was a respectable dog toward girl dogs. So, the moral of 
this story about Roscoe’s life is to teach as many kids and 
adults as possible that no boy or man should never beat 
and whip a girl or a woman.

“Roscoe: A Respectable Dog with Good Moral Principles

James L. Thompson
Paperback | $15.99 E-book | $6.00

Book copies are available at LitFire Publishing, Amazon,
Barnes & Noble, and other online book retailers.

James L. Thompson is a resident of Canton, Mississippi. 
He wrote the book in the hopes of encouraging readers
 to join the !ght against domestic violence.

About the Author

601-941-8281
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With the 2017 Atlantic hurri-
cane season underway, Attorney 
General Jim Hood urges Missis-
sippians to make provisions for 
possible tropical storms and hur-
ricanes in the upcoming months.
Hurricanes and tropical storms 
FDQ� EULQJ� VWRUP� VXUJHV�� ÀRRGLQJ�
and high winds. These storms 
have the ability to cause mas-
sive destruction from hundreds of 
miles inland, and residents need 
to be prepared both before and 
after the storm.
“We are getting the message 

out now, so people can be ready 
to respond if they are in a hurri-
cane’s path,” said General Hood. 
“After a storm hits, the recovery 
process begins immediately, and 
we want to make sure Mississip-
pians know how to protect their 
families and their homes from 
also falling victim to fraud during 
that time.”
Some suggestions to help Mis-

sissippians be proactive in pre-
paring for future storm threats 
include:
• Assemble an emergency sup-

Citizens urged to stay weather aware this hurricane  season
SO\� NLW�� ¿OOHG�ZLWK� ÀDVKOLJKWV��
EDWWHULHV�� FDVK�� ¿UVW� DLG� VXS-
plies and duplicates of cru-
cial information if evacuation 
becomes a reality.

• Decide which evacuation route 
would be best for your family 
by reviewing a hurricane evac-
uation map, and plan how all 
family members and pets will 
evacuate safely. Contact your 
local emergency management 
agency for more information.

• If you are not in an area that 
is advised to evacuate, sup-
ply your home with adequate 
amounts of food and water, in 
case you lose power for sev-
eral days. Also, consider any 
special circumstances for indi-
viduals with disabilities or the 
elderly, and plan according to 
their needs.

��)LQG� DQ� HPHUJHQF\� QRWL¿FD-
tion system for your area. To 
¿QG� WKHVH� DOHUWV�� VHDUFK� WKH�
word “alerts” on the internet 
with your town, city or county 
name.

The Attorney General’s Con-
sumer Protection Division also 
has resources available through 

an online guide for those who 
fall victim to a storm. The guide 
includes tips for natural disas-
ter recovery and how to avoid 
home-repair scams. It also con-
tains a “model contract,” which 
can help Mississippians avoid 
becoming a victim of home repair 
fraud.
Visit www.ago.state.ms.us to 

download the Consumer Tips for 

Storm Victims guide.
In the aftermath of any storm, 

Mississippians who suspect 
home repair fraud or think they 
may be the victim of a scam are 
HQFRXUDJHG� WR� FRQWDFW� WKH�2I¿FH�
of the Attorney General, Con-
sumer Protection Division at  
601-359-4230 or 800-281-4418.
For additional tips and services on 

preparing for possible hurricanes,  

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, (NASA): Hurricanes/Tropical Cyclones
Special to The Canton News

HARDY CASE
AT PATTY PECK HONDA

Call Hardy To Test Drive A New Honda Today!

601-209-5288
*Ask about our $100 referral program
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                   CANTON 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

Some folks will do anything to
get to Canton Discount Drugs!

DISCO     NT DRUGS

By Susie A. Wolfe

Fred Esco, Jr. was sworn in as Al-
derman Ward Two on June 28. He 
previously served as Mayor, 2002-

2009, and 
Alderman 
Ward Five 
for 18 ½ 
years.
“We all 

want to 
see Canton 
grow,” said 
Esco, who 
was born 
and raised 
in Canton. 

“I will use my experience in busi-
ness and real estate to work along 
with the mayor and Board to make 
Canton a model city where busi-
ness is booming, and to promote 
restaurants and retail in East Can-
ton.”
Esco operates Esco Insurance 

Agency on West Peace Street, as 
well as a bonding company, a tax 
service and a used car company. 
He got started in insurance while 
a student at Mississippi Valley 
State, where he majored in busi-
ness administration and minored 

in accounting. After graduation, 
he went to work with Coastal State 
Life Insurance Company, and three 
years later opened his own busi-
ness in Canton. He has also stud-
ied real estate and had his license 
at one point.
When Esco was the City’s may-

or, he served as second VP of the 
Mississippi Conference of Black 
Mayors, and also as VP over tech-
nology transfer with the World 
Conference of Black Mayors.  He 
also served as president and a char-
ter member of the 100 Black Men 
of Canton.  He is a life member of 
WKH�1$$&3�� DQG� KDV� D� FHUWL¿FDWH�
of completion in biblical stud-
ies and Christian education at the 
Mississippi Baptist Seminary. He 
served as VP on the Optimist’s In-
ternational Foundation Board.  He 
is a third-degree mason, usher / ju-
nior deacon at Mt. Zion MBC, and 
members of the Elk Club, Lion’s 
Club and Mississippi Valley State 
Alumni Association.
Esco is married to the former Fle-

ta Marie Jones, also a Canton na-
tive, and has three daughters Freda, 
Kristi and Ariel. Kristi is currently 
a Navy lieutenant serving in Vir-
ginia Beach, Virginia.

Esco dedicated to Canton 

Special to The Canton News


