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By Susie A. Wolfe

Keep Canton Beautiful (KCB)
was honored to have been nation-
ally recognized with the presti-
gious Bill Nash award, the top
honor for new affiliates, during
the Keep America Beautiful Na-
tional Conference in Dallas, Tex-
as in January.

Keep Canton Beautiful, which
is operated and managed solely
by unpaid volunteers, became an
affiliate of Keep America Beau-
tiful in December 2016. The or-
ganization is primarily funded
by private contributions, which
are helping Canton become more
environmentally healthy, social-
ly connected, and economically
sound.

“We are a group of very pas-
sionate, Canton-loving people
that want to make a difference,”
said KCB Executive Director Joy

Dodson.

Keep Canton Beautiful’s first
event was its “Riches in the Ditch-
es,” in which community volun-
teers removed more than 250 bags
of trash and debris from roadsides
and ditches in and around Canton.
The affiliate also helped restore a
highly visible historic gas station
using both monetary and in-kind
donations, which caused other
surrounding businesses to take
notice and fix up their buildings,
as well. The affiliate has orga-
nized citywide trash pickup days,
partnered with building owners to
complete facade improvements,
and worked with city and county
leaders to monitor the enforce-
ment of local ordinances.

“Keep Canton Beautiful is le-
veraging resources from local
volunteers and partnering with its
municipal leaders and the private
sector to get things done,” said

Special to The Canton News
Keep Canton Beautiful Director Joy Dodson, right, is shown with Keep America
Beautiful CEO Becky Lyons at the Keep America Beautiful National Conference
in Dallas.

Keep America Beautiful President
and CEO Helen Lowman. “This
is a model new affiliate, and one

that is very deserving of receiving
this year’s Bill Nash Award.”

cont. on page 4

Chamber S Annual Award and Best of Cantonremplents

Photo by Jud Meaders, Jr.

The Canton Chamber of Commerce honored local businesses at the Annual Meet-
ing. Trustmark Bank was named Business of the Year. Pictured (I to r) are Jennifer
Eudy, retail banker; Toya Veals, Chamber executive director; Mike Crandall, Can-
ton president; Jeff Ross, vice president; Nancy Taylor, operations specialist; and

Darlene Austin, assistant branch manager.

CETATV]

CANTEN WL

EEIPT

Photo by Jud Meaders, Jr.

Glenda Rushing of Piggly Wiggly was named Business Person of the Year at the
January 25 Annual Meeting at The Opera House. Piggly Wiggly currently has
more than 600 independently-owned stores in 17 states, with two located in Can-
ton.
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Now off I-55 at Gluckstadt, across
from Germantown High School
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NEW FACILITY!
SAME GREAT PEOPLE!

Stop by today and
GET THAT GREAT

MAC HAIK FEELING!

(601)499-8700

GET THAT GREAT MAC HAIK FEELING!
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Just off |I-55 at Gluckstadt, across
from Germantown High School

(601)499-8900
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Know Your Neighbor: Joy Brown Foy

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

She describes herself as a “People
Person, the dictionary definition of
which is “an
outgoing, gre-
garious  per-
son with good
communica-
tion  skills.”
And that defi-
nition is an
exact fit for
this  month’s

. Special to The Canton News

neighbor.

Meet Joy Foy, born Joy Brown in
Bruce, Mississippi, and at the urg-
ing of her mother, enrolled in pre-
med at Mississippi State because
“she’d make the prettiest doctor in
Mississippi.” Medical plans were
ended, however, when she met and
married James Foy.

After a short period of time in
Jackson after college, they moved
to Canton in 1975 to assist in man-
aging James’ father’s farm, and
the “people person’s” career blos-
somed. She began an occupation

encompassing varied jobs, all of
which required her to utilize her
vivacious skills.

She began at Gulf Finance, then
managed the Credit Bureau. Then
came sales at Electro National, and
while working on the Flea Market
Committee, was recruited by Mad-
ison County Economic Develop-
ment Authority to function as the
director’s administrative assistant.

She assumed the director’s duties
when the director left, and subse-
quently worked under four MCE-
DA directors. Her duties during
that time were efforts in supporting
existing industries, overseeing in-
dustrial land marketing and sales,
recruiting prospects and working
with commercial realtors and retir-
ees.

While at MCEDA, she was one
of the first five women to join the
Canton Lions Club, and served as
president of the club. In 2006, she
left MCEDA to function as the Di-
rector of Asset Development for
the Mississippi Development Au-
thority, and held that position until

she retired last June.

Retirement, however  hasn’t
slowed her down much. She’s still
involved in too many projects to
mention here. She says that she
has been blessed by being able to
work with “spark plug” people
from all over the state. There is no
question that her efforts have made
the state and Madison County bet-
ter places to live, and, according to
the folks who know her best, she
not only has the “People Person”
skills, she lives up to her name-
sake, since she’s just a Joy to be
around.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie is
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of
talented and accomplished people
who live in the Canton area, and
he thinks local citizens should
know about some of them. Ritchie
and professional artist wife, Perry,
live in the Shocco community out
from Canton. View their work at
www.southernstories.com.

| SEE Canton

By Pam Confer, Canton Chamber
president

Canton is a very special place.
Over the years, our challenges have
only proven to
make us stron-
ger, more cre-
ative, and de-
termined. Our
bright, little
city is beauti-
ful. As your
Canton Cham-

Special to The Canton News ber PreSident’
we will work closely with all of
our community stakeholders so
that everyone will SEE what we
see.

We will:

* Spur Economic Develop-
ment: No one comes to Canton
without boasting about our Square.
It is an historic, attractive space

for the beauty

surrounded by some great places
to live, shop, and fill our bellies.
We will work hard to recruit other
businesses that will complement
those on our Square and through-
out the city. Canton will prosper if
it becomes a place where patrons
can find an array of quality ser-
vices and amenities.

* Encourage Ownership: The
love for the city of Canton begins
with us. We all must have pride in
our city, and demonstrate a com-
mitment to move forward. In the
coming months, the Canton Cham-
ber will erect two signs that wel-
come residents and visitors to the
city. We will support Keep Canton
Beautiful to keep this place we call
“home” clean and confident. The
Chamber will also serve as the
conduit for conversations amongst
community partners that create
lasting collaborations.

it’'s become

* Explore Our Uniqueness:
From the Canton Flea Market,
to the Christmas Festival, to our
rich Civil Rights history, to mov-
ies filmed here, to the entertainers
that filled the air with music, Can-
ton continues to host a colorful,
multi-faceted culture. Our stu-
dents in the Canton Public Schools
District are being educated and up-
lifted with this in mind. We want
them to remain part of the fabric
of our community—raising their
families, working and worship-
ping here, and investing in Canton
when they’re older.

We are one of a kind, Canton. We
will package our gifts. We will so-
lidify our brand. We will SEE.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Confer serves
as Nissan's director of communi-
ty/public relations, and a speaker,
Jjazz artist, and musical director.
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County increases the MS

Courthouse grounds rent

Photo by The Canton News

Renting the Historic Canton Courthouse grounds for an event will now cost a

minimum of $100.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Madison County supervisors
voted to increase the rent on the
grounds of the Historic Canton
Courthouse in their November
meeting. Prior to the increase,
individuals or non-profit groups
could hold weddings or reunions
for a $25 deposit.

All supervisors, except District 5
Supervisor Paul Griffin, agreed to

raise the fees for holding events on
the grounds from to fees of $100-
$300. The cost to reserve the
north courthouse grounds is $100,
the south courthouse grounds is
$200, and the entire grounds is
$300.

Griffin said, “I feel it’s public
property, so the taxpayers should
be able to use taxpayer property.
We have to live with it ‘til another
day.”

cont. from front page

Keep Canton Beautiful
wins an national award

“We’re proud of our affiliates’
work. They are rallying volunteers
to energize community improve-

recognition. Keep America Beau-
tiful’s National Awards recognize
the passion, dedication and impact

4

Forgive your mistakes and
you will not fail forward

By Guest Columnist Kathy Amos

Have you ever made a mistake? A
huge mistake? The kind that makes
you wants to
hide under a
rock and nev-
er come out
again kind of
mistake? If
so, you’re not
alone! We all

: make  wrong
Special to The Canton News judgment calls,
bleeps and blunders, some great
and some small. It’s simply a price
we pay to achieve success. John
Maxwell says, “The fellow who
never makes a mistake takes his
orders from one who does.”

I remember when [ wrote my first
book. A very short book, might I
add. I thought I would never find
enough words to finish it. Writers
block would come, and I would
leave. But I kept coming back,
because I knew how important it
was for me to finish. I could see
“The End,” and I knew that I had

to get there! I had to finish strong.

The Bible tells us that “The godly
may trip seven times, but they will
get up again. But one disaster is
enough to overthrow the wicked.”
(Proverbs 24:16) This can only
mean that we must be willing to
fail forward. We must be willing to
get back up and try again.

You may have started writing
your first book, saving money for
you first home or started an exer-
cise program. You may stop, but
rest up, and start again. You may
become distracted, but realign your
priorities and refocus. The big mis-
take is quitting, and quitters never
win.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kathy Amos
is a coach, speaker and teacher
with The John Maxwell Team. She
serves as executive pastor of the
Turning Point Fellowship Minis-
tries International Church, along
with her husband, Joe. Amos is also
the president and founder of the
Empowering Progressive Women's
Association.

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

Goodloe Dental
Erika C. Goodloe, DMD

1207 Peace Street
601.859.9595
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Mississippi  Beautiful Executive ates from across the nation as well

Director Sarah Kountouris. as partner organizations and indi- .
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Monday-Thursday Routine Cleaning
9:00 - 5:00 Exams
Friday Extractions
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Canton High players holding defense again Olive Branch in the Rumble in the South MLK Classic. Pictured (Ito r) in black, are: Brandon Weatherspoon, Jaylen Lester,
Damerius Wash, Javian Fleming, and Jamal Porter.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Number two Olive Branch and
number three Canton played in
an epic matchup at the Rumble
in the South MLK Classic high

school basketball tournament
game on Monday, January
15, at St. Andrew’s Episcopal
School in Ridgeland, Missis-
sippi. While Olive Branch had
a five-star prospect, Canton

had Alabama commit Javian
Fleming and many athletes
with size. Canton controlled
much of the game, leading by
as much as 16 in the third quar-
ter, before Olive Branch went

on a run and even took a lead in
the fourth. In the end, Demari-
us Wash and Brandon Weather-
spoon were too much for Olive
Branch, leading Canton to a
74-68 win.

ississippi
iIscount

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

We can also handie
your postal needs
7 days a week

8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays
_J
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Wit two converient location ve Canlon:

MISSISSIPPI DISCOUNT DRUGS

Healthy since 1963

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4730
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Parents are the soul of Canton Public School District

By Cassandra Williams,
Superintendent CPSD

My columns in the past have
typically focused on students
and teachers; these two groups
are,  essen-
tially, the
heart of our
district. But
this  month,
il | am thrilled
# to discuss the
| soul of our
district, our

ten reflect on the fact that our
parents entrust their most prized
possessions with us daily. There
is a false narrative that often ex-
ists about districts that look like
ours, and that false narrative is
that parental engagement is lack-
ing. For Canton Public School
District (CPSD), that narrative is
untrue. With each district event
that we host, our parents turn
out in the hundreds. They arrive
eager and ready to engage with
their children’s teachers and ad-
ministrators. They arrive excited
to receive strategies that they

can use at home to help their
children excel. Our parents’ ded-
ication motivates and inspires us
to work tirelessly to prepare our
children for what lies ahead after
graduation.

On November 30, 2017, our
district hosted Family Literacy
Night. Our literacy night was
designed to provide parents of
children in grades K-12 with
strategies that they can use at
home to aid in increasing their
children’s reading comprehen-
sion and their ability to write
about what they read. Each
school had a team of teachers
and administrators that present-
ed sessions to parents, many of
which were standing-room-only.
Parents appreciated the activi-
ties and handouts that they could
use with their children to assist
with their homework. Over 800
parents attended this event!

On December 5, 2017, we host-
ed a Parent Extravaganza for the
parents of our students who are
English learners. Though our
English learners’ parents often
attend our other events, we ded-
icated this night solely to them.

About 200 parents received in-
formation on the services that
are available to them in our dis-
trict and in the community. We
also provided details for our new
Parent Center, which is provided
through our collaboration with
Families First for Mississippi.
The center opened on January
18, 2018, on the campus of Can-
ton Elementary School. Our par-
ents were excited to hear about
the resources that will be avail-
able, including employment
assistance, translators, online
training, technology stations,
clothing donation, and parenting
skills. The center will operate
Monday through Thursday from
8:00 a.m.-4:30 p.m. and on Fri-
days from 8 a.m.-12 p.m. The
center is open to the public.

There is an old movie that
features the famous line, “If
you build it, they will come.”
We’ve adopted that same senti-
ment when it comes to our par-
ent sessions. Our parents’ posi-
tive responses to our programs
mean that we will provide even
more parent-focused sessions
throughout the school year. On

February 15, we will host Fam-
ily Math Night at Goodloe Ele-
mentary School/Porter Middle
School from 5:30 p.m.- 7 p.m.
Our sessions will provide our
parents with strategies that they
can use at home to assist their
children with math homework.
On February 27, we will host a
similar session for our English
Learners’ parents from 5:30
p.m.-7 p.m. at Canton Elementa-
ry School. We will have transla-
tors available.

I frequently revisit our district’s
three focus areas (teaching, nur-
turing, and learning) in my col-
umns. This month is no excep-
tion. We’re dedicated to making
high achievement our students’
priority 24 hours a day, and our
parents are eager to join in our
efforts!

EDITOR’S NOTE: With over
twenty years in education, Cas-
sandra Williams’ focus as super-
intendent of the Canton Public
School District is to increase stu-
dent achievement through an in-
vigorated emphasis on teaching,
learning, and nurturing.
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Photo by The Canton News

The Career for Cantonians Job Fair was held at the Multipurpose Complex on
January 18. Nissan, TempStaff, Belhaven University Madison, Families First, the
National Guard and Army were among the booths interviewing applicants. Pic-
tured (I to r) are: Belhaven Admission Advisor Tiara Keyes and Canton Chamber
Ambassador Mary Johnson.

Photo by The Canton News

James Chandler, retired from BankPlus, was honored at the January 10 Canton
Lions Club Meeting for 50 years as a Lion. The lifelong Canton resident, Chan-
dler and his wife, Becky, have three sons, Chan, Lee and Joell. Pictured (I to r)
are: Thomas Corlett, secretary; Chandler; and Webster Ford, president.
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Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends
BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

Bank-lUs

BankPlus.net

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University
of Mississippi Health Care, )i's
ONLY hospital designed for the care and
treatment of sick or injured children.

*NOTE: All donations subject to change on
an annual basis.
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Bessie Alexander honored

Special to The Canton News
The Madison County Baptist Women’s Auxiliary recently honored one of the old-
est members of their Mission, Mrs. Bessie Alexander, for her many years of ded-
icated service. She is a member of the Mount Pleasant M.B. Church. The group
meets every second Saturday of the month at the Family Life Center on Canal
Street. Pictured (I to r) are: Bessie Alexander and Sister Jimmie Lee Davis, Mad-
ison County Mission president.

Seasons Assisted Living’s goal is to create a small community feel
with our 2-year-old facility located in Canton, Mississippi.

We offer 10 private rooms with 11 private baths. We offer three
meals a day plus snacks, 24-hour staffing, as well as a nurse on the
day shift. We offer assistance in activities of daily living if needed.
Laundry and housekeeping are provided, as are many other ame-
nities, including access to an indoor pool and hot tub.

Call us now to find out more information!

1421-B East Peace Street Canton, Mississippi 39046
601-855-5790 Madisoncountynursinghome.com

Lacy president of ECAM

Special to The Canton News

Leroy Lacy, District Five Elec-
tion Commissioner, assumed the
duties of pres-
ident of the
Election Com-
missioners
Association
\| of Mississippi
(ECAM) for
all 82 counties
in July 2017.

Special to The Canton News He was elect-
ed vice president of the Legisla-
tion in 2015 and in 2017. Lacy
served on the Board of Directors
for ECAM from 2013 to 2015 be-
fore being elected to vice presi-
dent. He has served as chairman
of the Commissioner for Madison
County (2013-2014) and present-
ly serves as vice chairman.

Lacy is the owner of Lacy’s In-
surance Agency, LLC in Canton,
and has been in the insurance pro-
fession for 41 years beginning in
1976 as an agent for Independent
Life Insurance. While working
for Independent Life Insurance,
he was promoted to district man-
ager in 1987 in Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma. He has won many
awards, including Agent of the

Year and Staff Manager of the
Year. In 1990, Lacy started Lacy’s
Insurance Agency. In 2005, Lacy
he became the pastor of the New
Truelight M. B. Church in Can-
ton.

Lacy graduated from Velma
Jackson High School, and contin-
ued his education at Jackson State
University and Oklahoma City
University. He earned a Doc-
torate in Ministry in 2009 from
McKinley Theological Seminary.
He was inducted into Velma Jack-
son’s Hall of Fame in 2016.

Lacy has served on many boards,
past and present. He’s a member
of the Chamber of Commerce of
Canton and has served on their
Board. He presently serves on
the Canton Planning Board for the
City of Canton since 2005; Presi-
dent of the Inter-Denominational
Ministerial Alliance, Associate
Dean for the Madison County
Baptist Association of Churches,
McKinley Theological Seminary
Board; President of the 100 Black
Men of America, Inc. Canton
Chapter from 2004 to 2013. Heis
also a mentor at Luther Branson
Elementary School. Currently, he
serves as Executive Director of
the 100 Black Men of America.

It’s
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TIME

Come let us PEEL BACK your tax layers to
help get you the BIGGEST TAX REFUND!

CHECK CIMNGE

Fast » Friendly *» Confidential » No Credit Check

« Discounts for good-standing Check Change customers.
« Referral Fee for Check Change clients on completed tax returns.
« Cash Prize for every 100th completed tax return!

Don't delay - CALL TODAY 601-855-9900

Check Change, 1150 E. Peace Street, Canton MS 39046
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100 Depot Drive

Ambassador of the Year - Tamika Liddell, Renasant Bank Community Service Award - The Canton News
Business of the Year - Trustmark National Bank Merchant of the Year - Love Story 1979
Business Person of the Year - Glenda Rushing, Piggly Wiggly Retired Board Members - Chan Chandler, Canton Discount Drugs

Ken Morris, Barnett Phillips Lumber
Tammy Watkins, TempStaff

Best of Canton Awards

Best Accountant/Attorney: Montgomery McGraw Best Food Service: Marlo's Backyard BBQ

Best Auto Services: Kraft Auto Parts Best Health Service: Canton Discount Drugs

Best Child Care Provider: Canton Academy Best Insurance Service: State Farm - Arnel Bolden
Best Engineering/Construction: Canton Concrete Best Professional Service: Jones Cleaners

Best Financial Service: Trustmark National Bank Best Retail: WalMart
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R.0.S.S. holds a semmar

He will not break a promise

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (I to r) are: Shannon Griffin, financial coach; and upper right: Terry Ger-
many, Patricia Hubb, Helen Jefferson and Robert Jefferson

Special to The Canton News

Many people are focused on
getting in shape, eating better,
living better, and starting fresh
during this time of year. This
can also be an important time
to assess your financial health.
Are you fit, financially, that 1s?
How’s that credit score? Do you
have a savings account? Are
you debt free? These are some
questions to ask when trying to
determine what you should be
working on to become financial-
ly self-sufficient.

The R.O.S.S. Program of the
Canton Housing Authority con-
tinues to promote self-sufficien-
cy for its residents in many ar-
eas. Angela Carson, program
coordinator, recognizes the role
that managing finances plays in
becoming independent. Shan-
non Griffin, financial coach,
works with residents monthly to
discuss budgeting, credit repair,
saving and other finance-related
topics.

Becoming financially self-suf-

ficient requires taking steps to
create a stable income, build
savings, and stay out of signifi-
cant debt. As tax refunds come
in, consider these tips:

1. Opening a bank account

2. Paying off a bill or two

3. Stocking up on regular
household supplies

4. Saving at least 10% of the
refund

5. Putting money in an emer-
gency fund

If Cantonians are looking for
ways to get finances in order,
there is a free five-week Finan-
cial Boot Camp to be held at
Priestly Chapel M.B. Church
beginning Monday, February 5,
at 5:30 p.m. Learn about getting
finances on track, reducing debt,
and establishing credit. For more
information, contact Ernestine
Bilbrew at 601-559-7131.
Carson invites persons and
agencies to partner with the
R.O.S.S. Program to continue
meeting the needs of residents.
If interested, please contact her
at 601-859-4032.

Innovation
that excites

By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom,
First Baptist Canton

What is your initial reac-
tion when someone breaks a
promise? Or

.' what about
the other
side of the
coin, when

you make

a promise

| and then

e el don’t follow
Special to The Canton News through?

For me, it
just hurts both ways. Unfor-
tunately, I have been on both
sides. It is downright embar-
rassing and frustrating. Yes,
as humans we may or may not
intentionally want to break
promises.

Here is an idea, how about not
make a promise only to break
it? Yeah, I now better said
than done. However, when a
promise is kept and followed
through with, how does that
make you feel? Yeah, I know
the answer to that as well. You
know, God’s Word is full of
promises. Guess what? He will
never break a promise! Psalm
145:13 says, “Your kingdom

is an everlasting kingdom,
and your dominion endures
through all generations. The
Lord is faithful to all his prom-
ises and loving toward all he

has made.”

I recently preached a message
on the “Promises of God”. It
was fabulous. Hey, I needed
to hear it, let alone preach it!
God’s promises are both condi-
tional and unconditional. When
you read a promise in the Bible
that has a consequence, good
or bad, that is a condition-
al promise. When you read a
promise in the Bible that is a
declaration of God that never
changes, that is an Uncondi-
tional promise. John 3:16 says,
“For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten
son, that whosoever believes in
Him will not perish, but have
everlasting life.” This is an
unconditional promise!

Finally, here are a few prom-
ises you can stake your life on:
God loves you unconditional-
ly, Christ died for your sins so
that you can have eternal life,
anyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved! This
can never be tampered with!
Have a great month, and happy
Valentine’s Day!

- Pastor Guy

EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Odom
has been pastor at First Bap-
tist Church of Canton since
2012. He and his wife, Tommi,
have two sons, Ely and Cy. He
is originally from Vicksburg.

GET SOCIAL!

Connect
with us on our
facebook
page

73PROUD OF OURVEHICLES! Bﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ OF MLE Q

Our employeeswork hard to build great vehicles.But the|r dedication

_ doesn’t stop there. They volunteer countless hours in the community,
supportiocal causes, even'mentor students in their free time. Acompany =
is only as great as its people. And we have some ofthe best anywhere.

Visit nissanmotor.jobs to join our Canton team.
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CGMA to present black 0/0
NEW 20/

history concert to public
Shipment

Hunting Accessorijes’,
*Exclusions apply

Special to The Canton News

Reuben B. Myers School of Arts & Science Choir

By Guest Columnist Cynthia Goodloe
Palmer

The Canton Gospel Music Asso-
ciation (CGMA) will host its 4th
Annual Black History “Sound of
Celebration” Concert on Sunday,
February 25, at 3 p.m. at the Mt.
Zion M.B. Church, located at 514
W. North Street. Dr. W. L. John-
son, Sr. is the pastor.

Guest choirs include the Canton
High School Concert Chior (Mr.

Special to The Canton News

Harry Wayson, Director), The
Reuben B. Myers School of Arts
& Sciences Chior (Mrs. Jessica
Beal, Director), and The Utica
Jubilee Singers from Hinds Com-
munity College, Utica Branch (Dr.
Bobby Cooper, Director).

This event is free and open to the
public, but an offering will be col-
lected to support the Scholarship
Fund. For more information, con-
tact Cynthia Goodloe Palmer at
601-918-7809.

of Carhartt
.gloves & socks
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Matison County Co-0p @
Ferfilizer » Feed * Seed ¢ Farm Supplies

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

2016-2017 All Sports Award Winner

www.CantonAcademy.org
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Workforce Development: Why it will work in Canton

By Speaker of the House Philip Gunn

When we first began recruit-
ing businesses to Mississippi,
incentives
played a big
role. Many
companies
wanted to
know, “What
will you do
for us?”
That is
changing.
The number
one thing businesses want to
know now is, “Do you have a
trained, reliable, educated work-
force?”

If Mississippi is to prosper,
we must be able to provide a
solid answer to that question.
A strong, educated workforce
is the backbone of Mississippi.
It directly impacts our level of
prosperity. If our workforce is
strong, we prosper. If it is weak,
we suffer.

Over the last six years, your
legislature has focused on work-
force development. We have
passed legislation to create:

* Mississippi Works Fund,

Special to The Canton News

which provides training to un-
employed people, giving them
skills to prepare them to enter
the workforce.

*  Mississippi

Works Dual

Enrollment Option, allowing
potential or recent high school
dropouts to dually enroll in

e Districts of Innovation, al-
lowing local school districts to
implement innovative ideas in
their schools to increase per-
formance and explore differ-
ent ways to prepare students
for either college or careers.
Many of these districts have

their local school district and
the local community college
in dual credit programs.

* MDA Job Training Grants
that authorize MDA to make
grants to colleges to pay a
portion of the costs associated
with training or retraining em-
ployees for businesses that ex-
pand or locate their operations
in Mississippi.

Special to The Canton News

teamed up with manufacturers
to ensure that they are teach-
ing the appropriate curriculum
and training the students on
quality equipment.

* Appropriations and bond-
ing. In 2012, we appropriated
$38.5 million for the Work-
force Education Program and
Industrial Training. We have
steadily increased the appro-

priation for the program over
the last six years, and this year
we appropriated $51 million,
an increase of 32%. We also
appropriated $4 million in
bonds for the MDA Workforce
Training Fund.

As industry changes and pro-
gresses, so must education. We
want to be responsive to the
needs of industry. We want to
be nimble. We want to provide
that skilled workforce. This is
one of the motivations behind
our efforts to seek a new K-12
funding formula. Our goal is to
move to a student-centered for-
mula, one that provides funding
tailored to the specific needs of
the student. I have also recent-
ly appointed Sean Suggs, Vice
President of Manufacturing for
Toyota Mississippi, to our state
board of education. He will
bring a much-needed perspec-
tive to the role education plays
in our workforce.

Your legislature believes a
strong workforce i1s the back-
bone of Mississippi and that the
prosperity of our state hinges on
how well we put forth a trained
and educated workforce.

CMU OFFERS TIP TO CUT YOUR ENERGY BILL

At CMU we are always working to keep your utility rates the lowest in the area. Our rate payers have
the lowest electric, gas and water rates in the metro area and we are proud to be your utility provider!

Whether you live in a mobile home, an apartment, or a multi-level house, your first steps for reducing
() energy costs will be similar. Start with a room-by-room tour. Take notes as you tour each room, list any
supplies you will need, and prioritize bigger projects. As you implement your plan from these easy, k!

Energy Tips to Cut your Energy Bills This Winter

low-cost energy improvements you will see a difference in your utility bills.

® Start with the entrance to your home. Change your outside lights to energy-saving bulbs. Check to
ensure that air is not seeping into your home. Most homes have gaps around the windows, doors, and
edges where walls and floors meet. You can purchase supplies such as foam weather-stripping from
many home improvement stores to quickly fix these problems.

® Appliances can also consume a tremendous amount of energy. You can save on your utility bill by
making a few minor adjustments. Such as scraping dishes instead of rinsing before loading them in the
dishwasher. Run the dishwasher with a full load and use the air-dry option if available. Try to wash
most clothes in cold water and always rinse cold. You can save hundreds of dollars on water heating

() each year. Remember to keep that lint trap clean! Keep the condenser coils clean on your freezer and

refrigerator.

?fﬂ v M

v
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Discover more at:
www.cmu.com
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Confer debuts “Mississippi Beautiful” song at Capltol

By Susie A. Wolfe

Canton Chamber President Pam
Confer debuted her song, “Missis-
sippi Beautiful,” at the Mississippi
Capitol Rotunda on December 4.
The song plays in the “Where Do
We Go From Here?” gallery at the
Mississippi Civil Rights Museum
that opened marking the state’s Bi-
centennial on December 9, where
she sang her song.

With the opening of the $90 bil-
lion two museums, the Mississippi
Civil Rights Museum and the Mis-
sissippi History Museum on the
state’s Bicentennial, Confer said
she wanted the lyrics to the song
to ask: “Who are we?” She said
she knew she wanted to dedicate it
to the historic change that she felt
was coming.

“I hope this song is impactful for
history,” said Confer. “People need
some glue to bring something in-
spirational and positive to carry us
to the next destination.”

Confer is an accomplished singer
and song writer. Performing with
her group, “Jazz Beautiful,” she
was voted “Best Local Jazz Art-
ist” by the Jackson Free Press for
2012 and 2013; the Jackson Mu-

sic Awards’ 2013 and 2015 “Jazz
Group of the Year;” and, the MS
Jazz Foundation’s 2015 “Jazz Am-
bassador of the Year.” She is also
one of the MS Business Journal’s
2015 “Top 50 Leading MS Busi-
nesswomen;” a 2016 Girl Scouts
of Greater Mississippi “Woman of
Distinction;” and, the Jackson Ad-
vocate newspaper’s “2017 Woman
of the Year.”

In addition to serving as the di-
rector of community and public
relations for Nissan Canton, Con-
fer also directs the Nissan Canton
Gospel Choir, the only choir in the
automotive industry in the Coun-
try.

“Mississippi has such a rich and
complicated history, but we’re all
Mississippi, SO we can’t escape it,”
said Confer. “I want those who vis-
it to keep the positive spirit of the
Museum. The lyrics say ‘Let’s take
each moment; Who are we? To
touch and lift our fellow man; For
we know; No one can love quite
like we can; Mississippi, who are
we?’”

The song’s lyrics matched many
of the themes in the museum, so
it became a part of the message.
“The song just fits perfectly there,”

Special to The Canton News

Mississippi Beautiful was written and is sung by Pam Confer.

ing to get in your car and do the
same thing you did when you ar-
rived.”

said Confer, “and I really hope that
it helps to send the message when
people leave that you’re not leav-

BIBLE STUDIES

<" Lifting Up Jesus

“But I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” John 12:32
[1 1 would like to receive my free Bible Study Guides.

Name

Address

City State ZIP
Mark for a Free DVD or Book of Your Choice:
[1 The Final Events on Bible Prophecy DVD.
[ Secrets for Feeling Fit.
Mail to PO Box 1812 Ridgeland MS 39157

Contactoneofour

to find the loan that
fits your needs.

Loan Ofhcers
at Bank of Yazoo today

Make your dream home a reality!

1 7
S5

YAZOO CITY
G62.746.5421

BENTON
662.673.0119

Ask us about a Home Equity Loan,

Al bogres seliiect to eredfit appreval

BANK OF \V.viele

Bank of YOU

wnw. bankofyazoo.com

FLORA I

FLOWOOD | PEARI
601.879.0060

601.9929311 G62.664.2265
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Nichols Middle School
2017- 2018 yr. Honor Roll

Good things are on the
retail horizon for Canton

Special to The Canton News

Second Nine Weeks
Sixth Grade

* Superintendent List (All
A’s)

Sabraida Harris and Selwyn
Ware

* Principal List (A’s and B’s)

Demorrison Brown, Kirsten
Coleman, Kayla Davis, Chan-
ning Fulton, Terrance Griffin,
Ny’keria Hobson, Ariaunna
Luckett, Aad Obaid, Tamarri-
an Robinson, Kelsey Sutton,
and Sienna Walker

* Honor Roll (B average)

Jacolby Bouldin, Kamari
Brooks, Dekarious Clanton,
Devarious Clanton, Yuri Fe-
lix- Perez, Christopher Hunt-
er, Jayla Jones, Alexis Lewis,
Jessica Orozco-Tema, Deshea
Otis, Tyler Primer, Diamond
Riley, Samara Shelton, Tyke-
ria Small, Lakorey Smith,
Refreeshia Smith, Malajah
Tucker, Jer’niyah Vanburen,
and Rahanna Ward

Seventh Grade
* Principal List (A’s and B’s)

Patria Carson, Alex Contre-
ras, George Garcia-Roblero,

Asiyon Hudson, Kaithylnne
Jones, Jh’kiyah Matlock, Ka-
nyla McMorris, Ahniya My-
ers, Erin Nichols, and Adan
Sanchez-Castaneda

* Honor Roll (B average)

Tiyunka Anderson, Aaliyah
Baldwin, Asah Blair, Errion
Brown, Sharosalyn Brown,
Isaiaha Clairbush, Seany
Cruz, Ambria Esco, Mari-
ah Esco, Kevin Griffin Jr.,
Teraneshia Jackson, Brook-
lyn Maldanado, Joseph Mc-
Laurin, JiQuamane Miggins,
Amira Morment, Charlencia
Sanders, Jayla Stamps, Keith
Starks, and Quinn Woods

Eighth Grade
* Principal List (A’s and B’s)

Greicy Felix- Perez, Cedria
Griffin, Dontavious Jones,
Darrah McGruder, Nicho-
las Miller, Lorrin Nichols,
Bushera Obaid, Azairya
Shields, LaMya Taylor, LaN-
ya Taylor, Jessica Vanburen,
and Equanyae Warren

* Honor Roll (B average)

Madison Archer, Tina Carter,
Christopher Collins Jr., Alay-
sia Freeman, Arianna Hunter,
KiMarione Luckett, Jakiah
McDonald, Markayla Miller,
and Jontravius Smith.

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Mississippi ~ State  University
Extension Service has very helpful
analysis data.
One such data
base is avail-
able online
from Dr. Alan
Barefield at a

public website
( http://exten-
sion msstate.
Special to The Canton News edu/econom—
ic-profiles. He and a group of
graduate students compile data
from the Mississippi Department
of Revenue and the U.S. Census
Bureau to offer these evaluations.

The history of Canton’s sales from
this website shows 2014 retail
sales of $214,217,372. In 2015,
that amount rose to $225,541,254,
and again in 2016, progressed to
$234,176,371. Canton is moving
in the correct direction with retail.

The 2015 sales from an estimated
population of 13,481 people only
captured 8,637 shoppers. Popula-
tion in Canton has grown in these
three years from 13,321 in 2014
to 13,481 in 2016, and the retail

trade population trade area cap-
ture showed a bigger percentage
of growth than the population.
Using the established formula
for calculation, the potential for
retail sales in our population is
$365,504,059.

The City of Canton is off to a good
start in 2018 with the huge crowds
the Canton Tourism Office brought
in for the 2017 City of Lights Fes-
tival. The new construction at the
old school, the continuing updates
at Buttross Department Store, the
new Farm House store, the Rich
Grain Distilling Company and
other Redevelopment Authority’s
projects have added to the well-es-
tablished businesses like Sulm’s
Gifts, La Di Da and others that
have operated on the Square for
years. The new hospital, Merit
Health Madison, is bringing addi-
tional health care jobs and invest-
ments to Canton. Good things are
on the horizon for Canton.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is fea-
tured in the Know Your Neighbor
column this month. She is now
retired from the Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority.

WHY IS WINTER THE BEST TIME TO PRUNE TREES?

Healthier for the Trees ¢ Better Visibility e Easier Access ¢ Lower Prices ,

WHY CHOOSE KEES TREES?

You'll receive prompt, reliable service by highly skilled professwnal -
Reasonable rates. Excellent safety record. \

Residential and Commercial
LICENSED INSURED BONDED

K/EES TREES, LL

MENTION AD FOR 15% OFF

BEAR CREEK

Office Space Available

Y e

a1-E55-0017F
bearcreckstorape.net

203X Sewth Libarty Stroat
Lardnn, S 3906
boresknbagraiiphell et net
mifniiMea re ree loesboragse. et

Join uas!

FIRST

BAPTIST
CHURCH

Conton, Mississippl

Sunday Small Groups
9:00 a.m.

Morning Worship
8:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Nights
6:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Children & Youth Activities
Choir Rehersal
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Martin Luther King Jr.
Parade held in January

Photos by The Canton News

Bands from as far away as Hattiesburg joined local churches and businesses in
marching in the January 15 Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK) Parade around the His-
toric Canton Square on a breezy 40-degree morning. A service was held in the
Community Center afterwards.

Warren
Used Cars

Three Generations of Warrens: Eddie, Jr., Eddie, Sr. and Kylie

Proudly Serving Canton and
Madison County for 30 years.

Where Customers Become Friends
1215 E Peace Street, Canton | (601) 859-4207

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Upsilon Upsilon Omega Chapter ‘=

and : i
Canton Parks and Recreation

Sing Your
HEART

@iﬁ Out
In support of

Heart Disease & Stroke Awarness

CANT:N

MISSISSIPPI

Youth Basketball League

Boys and Girls
6-15 years old

Sign Ups Going On Now!

Deadline is February 2nd

Registration Forms Available At The Recreation Office

Contact The Recreation Office For More Information 601-859-4358
or Denis at 601-540-7605

Join us for a night of
——  Karaoke and Fun!
Wear red along with us as we Jom millions of

Americans in the fight agail heart di in

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Canton Community Center
337 North Union Street - Canton, MS

This event is FREE and open to the public

Dr. Joyce Jenkins, President
For more information contact: Bertina Rice at bsrice74@gmail.com

VOLUNTEER
BASKETBALL
COACHES NEEDED

Youth Sports Needs
You!!

Contact Denis at
601-540-7605 cellular
601-859-4358 office
denis@cantonparksandrecreation.com
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3D printing will be available at the Canton Branch starting February 1. Also, there
will be a free demonstration of the service given at each of our branches. Can-
tonians are encouraged to check out the library’s February calendar at www.mc-
Isms.org.

Photo by Jud Meaders, Jr.

Canton received its second snow of the season on January 23, and kids extended
their Monday holiday for a few more days. The Historic Canton Square, one of the
most recognizable scenes in the state, is shown with Christmas decorations still
displayed.

Rev. Alvin Doyle, Pastor

Marcus Peagler, Music Director

Sunday School
9:00 a.m.

Worship
10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Discipleship Training
5:00 p.m.
Center Terrace Baptist Church
Canton, Mississippi

605 East Peace Street | 601-859-4186

Midweek Service
6:00 p.m.

Bring home the savings,
along with excellent
service. See why we are

The Nation’s #1 home
and auto insurer

CALL OR STOP BY TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!

e -'p'

(601) 859-3827 ;(moumw,om

26 East Peace Street

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com



