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Muscee makes $2M mvestment adds 40 jobs

By Susie A. Wolfe

Leisha Pickering and Adam
Pierce started Musee Bath LLC
in 2011 with one person at a lo-
cal farmer’s market. Now they
operate the largest bath balm
manufacturer in the United States
with 3,500 retail customers and
50 employees. In December,
they moved into the 43,000 sq.
ft. former Mississippi Film Stu-
dio Building in Canton with a $2
million corporate investment and
plans to create 40 new jobs. Ian
MacDonald, director of opera-
tions, is also a part owner.

Pickering is self-proclaimed idea
person and creative thinker. A for-
mer event planner and pastry chef,
Pickering started the for-prof-
it company with a strong social
component. She said she went
about it “backwards.” She want-
ed to help find jobs for those “un-
employable” people like the ones

who had been in prison, addicted
to drugs, or have a disability. She
said they built Musee around how
the company fits the person, not
how the person fits Musee.

The name “Musee” is Picker-
ing’s made-up word that stands
for “things that bring joy.” It
is taken from the word “muse”
that means inspiration or a water
nymph doing shenanigans. She
said her “muse” led her to come
back to Mississippi to help make
a difference in people’s lives.
“We don’t define people by their
past,” said Pickering. “We create
a stable environment where we
move forward with a person’s
potential and possibility. Where
they are encouraged and loved.”
Musee has set the standard for
the growing bath balm market in a
number of ways, including adding
the surprises inside the bath balm
which is now a standard. The
products are made the “old-fash-

Photo by The Canton News

Pictured (I to r) are founders Adam Pierce and Leisha Pickering. The new Musee
location in Canton has a bath balm bakery, where workers use the bakers trays
to transport the balm balms that are sold at 3,500 locations around the United

States.

ioned way” and appeal to every-
one from three to 93 years old.
Each of the 100 bath balms have

its own recipe, and also have en-
couraging names and messages.

cont. on page 5

Pierce appointed to Naval Academy Prep

Special to The Canton News

Kenna Pierce, Jr., has been nomi-
nated and appointed to the United
States Naval Academy Preparato-
ry School in Newport, Rhode Is-
land. The 10-month program pre-
pares midshipman candidates for
the rigorous journey ahead at the
Naval Academy in Annapolis,
Maryland. The U.S. Naval Acad-
emy is a prestigious college that
enhances midshipmen, mentally,
morally, and physically for ser-
vice in the U.S. Navy.

Every year, there are on aver-
age 16,000 students who apply
to the Naval Academy, of which
1,200 students receive appoint-
ments. Only 250 students are

Special to The Canton News

Kenna Pierce Jr. is the first student in the history of Canton High School to be
accepted into the United States Naval Academy Preparatory School. Pictured (I to
r) are: Captain David Bryson, Pierce, and Senior Chief Alonza Myers.

appointed annually to the pre-
paratory school. Each candidate
must qualify scholastically, med-
ically, and physically before be-
ing appointed. After receiving
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Political Science from the Naval
Academy, Pierce will be commis-
sioned into the Navy prepared to
lead Marines and sailors in the
fleet. He will report to Newport
on July 24. After being commis-
sioned into the Navy as an En-
sign, Pierce plans to become a
Surface Warfare Officer or a Na-
val Aviator.

Pierce has been in JROTC for
the past three years, and he is cur-
rently the commanding officer of
the battalion.
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Telemed Clinic
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Now off I-55 at Gluckstadt, across
from Germantown High School
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Know Your Neighbor: Bobby Wlnstead

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

You may have heard of instanc-
es where well-laid life plans built
over carefully
thought-out
strategies are
changed in
a flash by a
| totally unex-
pected event.
This month’s
neighbor had

Special to The Canton News this eXperi-
ence twice in the form of two tele-
phone calls.

Meet Bobby Ray Winstead, Can-
ton native, the youngest of eight
children (he is fifteen minutes
younger than his twin sister, Bil-
lie Faye), who attended Canton
Public Schools and was elected
Mr. CHS at Canton High. He
aspired to attend the U.S. Naval
Academy and had completed all
the requirements to do so except
for his physical exam. He was on
his way to Meridian to take his
physical when the first telephone
call mentioned above came. Billy
Cooper, the Canton High football
coach, called and informed him
that Ole Miss was offering him a
football scholarship. A quick de-

cision had to be made, and the Na-
val Academy came in second.
Winstead earned a BA in Edu-
cation with a major in mathemat-
ics at Ole Miss, while lettering in
football. He did his student teach-
ing at Rogers High in Canton and
was offered a teaching contract in
a Georgia school, where he was to
teach five classes and serve as as-
sistant football coach. Then, the
second telephone call came. A
friend who worked for Pillsbury
in Ellijay, Georgia, called him and
asked if he knew of anybody who
might be interested in a job with
Pillsbury at one and a half times
the salary he was offered at the
school. So, his career shifted from
education to food processing, and
he held various positions in man-
agement for over forty years at
Pillsbury, B.C. Rogers Compa-
ny, Sanderson Farms, Delta Pride
Catfish and Choctaw Maid. His
knowledge of the food industry
prompted him to purchase a Lo-
gan Farms Honey Glazed Ham
franchise in Jackson, which he
owned for ten years before selling
it, retiring and moving back home
to Canton.

He, of course, didn’t accomplish
these things alone. When he was

elected Mr. CHS, Miss “Boopie”
Rimmer was elected Miss CHS,
and she opted to attend Mississip-
pi Southern.

They had been friends all through
their Canton Public School days,
and that friendship continued until
their junior year in college, when
the relationship took a lucky turn
for Winstead, and she consented to
marry him. This union produced
two children and five grandchil-
dren. Winstead currently works
part time in the pro shop at Canton
Country Club. He said it gets him
out of Boopie’s way in the house,
and she’s perfectly satisfied with
this arrangement. But there’s al-
ways the possibility of another
phone call.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie is
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of
talented and accomplished people
who live in the Canton area, and
he thinks local citizens should
know about some of them. Ritchie
and professional artist wife, Perry,
live in the Shocco community out
from Canton. View their work at
www.southernstories.com.

Families First opens Resource Center

Special to The Canton News

Families First for Mississippi
has officially opened the Parent
Resource Center in the Canton
Elementary School Annex Build-
ing. This photo is from the soft
opening held at 740 E Academy
Street. Canton, MS 39046. It is
staffed by Pricilla Jeffers, bilin-
gual trainer.

The Parent Center will have
classes Monday-Thursday fo-
cusing on parenting, job skills,
literacy, and education. Fridays
will be designated for online di-
ploma classes. The center also
has a toy lending library, library

featuring Hispanic and English
books, computer lab, and clothing
closet. The center is open from 8

Special to The Canton News

a.m.-4 p.m. For more information
contact Pricilla Jeffers, 601-383-
3955, and pjeffers@mscec.org.

CORRECTION

In the Feb. 1 issue, The Can-
ton News in the Keep Canton
Beautiful story on the front
page, mistakenly identified the
right-hand person in the photo
as Becky Lyons, CEO. Ms. Ly-
ons is the Chief Operating Of-
ficer (COO).

-Arwh)g a\oM \aoo|ég
ﬁrom Lamr ﬁvor\t@ mﬁcL\org
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email: academystreetstudio@gmail.com |
rootintootin@mac.com
website: academystreetstudio.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
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March 8, 2018

Special to The Canton News

Canton High boys are MHSAA District 3 Class 5-A Region 3 Champions. The

CHS Tigers triumphed over Cleveland Central in a hard-fought battle ending with ) ) .
a final score of 54-40. Pictured (I to r): Montavius Esco and Jamal Porter from Canton High.

Special to The Canton News

No Other Store Can Match Our Prices
Visit Us Last - Save Hundreds

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

\ Goodloe Dental
.’I. PN Erika C. Goodloe, DMD

1207 Peace Street ™

601.859.9595
Adults/Children
op oS Ridgel ——— Walk-ins Welcome ———
1 (1/2 Mile Past .
\\:‘l‘\‘:l‘\\&"\\\\\\$ MON - SAT 10- Hours: Services:
Mississippi’s TF Monday-Thursday  Routine Cleaning
Mattroe 9:00 - 5:00 .
Friday Extractions
Queen Set 9:00 - 12:00 Fillings/Restorations
as lowas w0 80% OFF Office Hours Crowns
$ 2 69 00 EVERYDAY by Appointment Emergency Dental Care
“Shop The Very Best Accepts all Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS
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CHS Tigers sign to play

college football in MS

Photo by Jud Meaders, Jr.

Wide Receiver Antoine Robinson, right, and Defensive Back Zahlyn McGruder,
left, are shown with Coach Calvin Bolton on National Signing Day in February.

Special to The Canton News

Wide Receiver Antoine Robin-
son and Defensive Back Zahlyn
McGruder received full scholar-
ships as they signed their letters
of intent to continue their edu-
cation and continue playing the
sport they love. The Canton High
football players say their hard
work is truly paying off. Antoine
Robinson, the son of Tamar-
ra Davis and Antoine Robison

received a full scholarship from
Copiah Lincoln (Co-Lin) Com-
munity College.

Zahlyn McGruder, the son of
Shavonda McGruder, received a
full scholarship from Hinds Com-
munity College. Both Tigers plan
to major in Business or Engineer-
ing. CHS Head Football Coach
Calvin Bolton and their families
say they are extremely proud of
their accomplishments and look
forward to many more ahead.

cont. from front page

Muscee makes $2 Million
investment adds 40 jobs

They released a line of soaps
March 1 that will have one
of 14 words stamped into the
soap, like “Shine,” or “Cour-
age.” They are made with the
cold process method using
vegetable-based oils with lye,
which is not used in the current
soap manufacturing process,
because it takes longer.

Again, the heart of the com-
pany is to help people, so the
pieces of soap that are scraps in
the manufacturing process will
be sent to South Africa where
Pickering said, “soap is a lux-
ury.”

On April 1, Musee plans to re-
lease their new line of candles.
Musee is also in the process
of introducing a new logo that
looks like flower with a light-
ning bug built in. One of Pick-
ering’s favorite quotes is “if'it’s
a dark enough, one small light
shines bright.”

Pickering said she enjoys tak-
ing a small idea and working to

make it flourish. With a new
location, new products, and
many new ideas, Musee has a
bright future.

“We’re proud of our affiliates’
work. They are rallying volun-
teers to energize community
improvement across the state,”
said Keep Mississippi Beauti-
ful Executive Director Sarah
Kountouris.

Keep Canton Beautiful was
one of more than 80 individ-
uals and organizations from
communities across America
to receive national recognition.
Keep America Beautiful’s Na-
tional Awards recognize the
passion, dedication and im-
pact of Keep America Beau-
tiful’s affiliates from across
the nation as well as partner
organizations and individu-
als who share Keep America
Beautiful’s vision of a coun-
try in which every community
is a clean, green and beautiful
place to live.

iscount
RUGS

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

ississippi

# Goop
NEIGHBOR

PHARMACY

We can aiso handie
your postal needs
7 days a week

8:00 am - 7:00 pm weeknavsj

N

Wit two converient locationn ve CQalone:

MISSISSIPPI DISCOUNT DRUGS

Healthy since 1963

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4730
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Biblical Flowers prog ram
presented at Garden Club

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Garden Club had its February Meeting at the Rose Garden Room on

Union Street. The program, “Biblical Flowers,” was presented by Sarah Bowen. Special to The Canton News
There were 20 members present and they exchanged Valentine desserts. Follow Canton Academy recently selected Mr. And Miss CA for 2018. Joseph McLean
the Canton Garden Club on Facebook. was named Mr. CA, and Virginia Grace Lavender was named Miss CA.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
162 Geuther Lane. Suite C % CHURCH =

Carelon, CH S (ext to Tractor Suppby) 202 EAST PEACE STREET

,\\\v«l@‘ CANTON, MS 39046
601-859-4738

W accpt Ui, Matoreard, and Omedican Egpoens

Crawfish CRAB LEGS GZ‘)S%@ @)@M/ﬂ

OYSTERS FRIED FISH e S s Ssa
SHRIMP GUMBO

We Cater

Monday- Closed, Tuesday - 11am-8,
Wednesday - 11am-8, Thursday - 11am-8, Friday - 11am-9,
Saturday - 11am-9, Sunday - 11am-7

SYore: 601-859-1144
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Special to The Canton News

Pictured (I to r): Canton Academy Best All Around Junior High Eli Crosby and Edi

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (I to r): Canton Academy Most Handsome Patrick Sandridge and Most
Beautiful Prestley Smith.
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Friends of Children’s Hospital supports
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University
of Mississippi Health Care, i's
ONLY hospital designed for the care and
treatment of sick or injured children.

*NOTE: All donations subject to change on
an annual basis.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends
BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used
Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000
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BankPlus.net
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Connecting the Dots Foundation, Inc. honors Bowman

By Guest Columnist Cynthia Goodloe
Palmer

March is National Women’s His-
tory Month, and the 2018 national
theme is “Nevertheless, She Per-
sisted.” On March 24, Connecting
the Dots Foundation, Inc. (CDF)
will “Celebrate Women of Cour-
age and Endurance,” honoring the
late Sister Thea Bowman among
other women of distinction.

Sister Thea was a Roman Cath-
olic nun, Sister of Perpetual Ado-
ration, teacher, and scholar who
made a major contribution to the
ministry of the Catholic Church
in Canton and worldwide. Gifted
with a brilliant mind, beautiful
voice and a dynamic personality,
Sister Thea shared the message
of God’s love through a teaching
career. After 16 years of teach-
ing, at the elementary, secondary
and university level, the bishop of
Jackson, Mississippi, invited her
to become the consultant for inter-
cultural awareness. In her role
as consultant, Sister Thea gave
presentations across the country;

Special to The Canton News

Sister Thea Bowman, pictured, and other women of distinction will be honored on

March 24.

lively gatherings that combined
singing, gospel preaching, prayer
and storytelling. Her programs
were directed to break down racial
and cultural barriers. She encour-
aged people to communicate with
one another so that they could
understand other cultures and rac-
es.

She became an evangelist, assist-

ed in the production of an African
American Catholic hymnal, and
was a popular soloist and speak-
er on faith and spirituality in her
final years. She helped found the
National Black Sisters Confer-
ence to provide support for Afri-
can-American women in Catholic
religious institutes. She has been
designated a Servant of God. Sister

Thea is featured in the Multi-Cul-
tural museum in Canton.

The other honorees are: Dr. Helen
Barnes, the first African American,
female faculty at UMMC; Eliza
Pillars, the first African American
public health nurse; Beth Orlan-
sky, attorney with the Mississippi
Center for Justice; and Pam John-
son, author, community activist,
media and issues consultant.

The program will be held at the
Marriott Hotel Downtown Jack-
son, beginning at 6 p.m. Schol-
arships will be given to support
projects that uplift the communi-
ty. For ticket, sponsorship infor-
mation, contact Marilyn Luckett,
executive director, at 601-813-
5045 or connectingdots369@
gmail.com

EDITOR’S NOTE: Palmer is an
award-winning recording artist
and is a three-time winner at the
Mississippi Gospel Music Awards.
She serves as the founder and pres-
ident of the Canton Gospel Music
Association.

» Recorded Deed, Lease or Will

- Automobile Tag Numbers

OFFICAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION NOTICE

*NEW HOMEOWNERS*

*OVER 65 HOMEOWNERS (FIRST TIME)*
*PEOPLE WHO FILED DEEDS IN 2017*
*MARTIAL STATUS CHANGE*
*SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY (FIRST TIME)*
*TOTAL DISABILITY VETERANS*

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN UNTIL March 29, 2018

LOCATION: MADISON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR
CANTON OFFICE - 125 West North St Room 111

MADISON OFFICE - 171 Cobblestone Drive

Office Hours 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (After hours by appointment)
Basic Information Needed When Applying For Homested Exemption:
« Social Security Number Including Spouse’s
- Settlement Statement / Closing Disclosure

- Valid MS Proof Of Idenification (MS DL / MS Photo ID Card)
For a complete listing of requirements visit our website @ www.madison-co.com

PO BOX 292
Canton MS 39046

NORMAN A. CANNADY, JR.
TAX ASSESSOR
MADISON COUNTY

Phone:

Canton: 601-859-1921

Madison: 601-856-1796

In State: 1-800-428-0584 Ext. 1921
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Contact one of our P 4 \
experienced Loan Officers J
at Bank of Yazoo today
to find the loan that
fits your needs.
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www.bankofyazoo.com

YAZOO CITY | BENTON
662.746.5421 ! 662.673.0119

Make your dream home a reality!

0
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Ask us about a Home Equity Loan,

Refinancing or New Home Loan.
Al loans subject to credit approval.

BANK OF YAZOO

Bank of YOU

FLORA FLOWOOD PEARL

601.879.0060 | 601.992.9311 | 662.664.2265
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Give God all the glory

er can get in college—a Heisman
Trophy, the Maxwell Award, and
two national championships with
the Florida Gators, to name a few.
His dad told Nathan that at the end
of the season, he was helping Tim
pack up his belongings in the lock-
er room when Tim asked his father
if he would carry a box to the car.
Tim’s dad peeked inside the box,
full of trophies, plaques, and certif-
icates, most of which his dad nev-
er knew his son had won. His dad
said, “Tim is just quiet that way...
..”He simply doesn’t tell anyone or
us.” Like the weekly hospital visits
that often last hours as the nurses
lead him to room after room, and
the countless phone calls to people
who need a word of encourage-
ment. “Done for the right reasons,

By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom,
First Baptist Canton

I am currently reading for my
devotions each day a book enti-
7 tled  Uncom-

- | mon Life Daily

| Challenge.

| It contains
a devotion
for 365 days
- |a year. The
- | author is one
j of my favor-
Special to The Canton News lte fOOtbaH
coaches, Tony

Dungy. Dungy is a devout follow-
er of Jesus Christ and the former
coach of the Indianapolis Colts.
He won a Super Bowl there with
one of the best quarterbacks of all

Photo by The Canton News

The NMED governing board pictured (I to r) are, front row: Earnestine Bilbrew, Dr.
Pollia Griffin, and Pallascene Bright Cole, and second row: Ed Hightower, Diane
Day, Dr. Mary Sims-Johnson, and Doris Sutherland. Not pictured is Willie Cline.

Special to The Canton News

The North Madison County
Economic Development Coun-
cil (NMED) recently announced
their current governing board. The
non-profit organization’s mission
is to secure economic and work-
force development in the rural
communities of Northeast Madi-
son County.

The Board of Directors include
Earnestine Bilbrew, Bilbrew Con-
sulting, vice chair; Dr. Pollia Grif-
fin, retired educator and member
of the Madison County School
Board, chair; and Pallascene
Bright Cole, retired educator and
consultant, second vice chair; and
second row: Ed Hightower, Sacred
Heart Catholic Mission, Board
member; Diane Day, certified pub-
lic accountant, financial analyst;
Dr. Mary Sims-Johnson, Madison

County Citizens Services Agency,
treasurer; Doris Sutherland, retired
from the Illinois Department of
Human Services, secretary, and
Willie Cline, owner Cline Proper-
ties, Board member.

NMED was organized in April
2016. The stated objectives
include providing opportunities
for the community to engage in
recreational and family-oriented
activities, sponsoring events and
activities to promote community
awareness and community build-
ing, seeking businesses and indus-
tries to promote the growth, and
aligning resources, eliminating
barriers and promoting services,
programs, housing and jobs.

Any start-up business interested
in NMED should contact Dr. Pol-
lia Griffin at 601-832-4769. The
group meets the second Friday of
each month at 9 a.m.

Innovation
that excites

time, Peyton Manning. Well, he is
a very fine writer, as well. I would
like to share one of his devotions
that hit me in a big way. The title
of this devotion is called “No Fan-
fare.” The scripture says, “Don’t
do your good deeds publicly, to
be admired by others, for you will
lose the reward from your Father
in heaven. When you give to
someone in need, don’t do as the
hypocrites do- blowing trumpets
in the synagogues and streets to
call attention to their acts of chari-
ty!” Matthew 6:-1-2

“Tim Tebow received just about
every award that a football play-

without fanfare or publicity.”

“God wants all of us to live
lives of impact, but not in order
to receive accolades and recogni-

tion!”

God should receive all glory with
the gifts and talents that we have

been given!
-Pastor Guy

EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Odom
has been pastor at First Baptist
Church of Canton since 2012. He
have two
sons, Ely and Cy. He is originally

and his wife, Tommi,

from Vicksburg.

RENASANT

BANK

3330 South Liberty Street | 601.859.1831

Canton, Mississippi

 DIVERSITY: ANOTHER

AT THING WE BUILD.

renasantbank.com

Building great vehicles requires a great team. And at Nissan Canton, we're
especially proud to have one of the most talented, most diverse workforces
around. Because we believe opportunity, inclusiveness and empowerment
are every bit as important asengineering and design. ,

Visit nissanmotor.jobs to join o@%nton team.
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Luckett wins state honor
S o N

INFORMATIONAL NONFigpyo
DIVISION 1| DIGITAL MED|A

Special to The Canton News

Dwight Luckett, Jr. won first place in the 2018 State Reading Fair in the category
of Informational Nonfiction Digital Media. Luckett, a 12-year-old seventh grader at
Huey Porter Middle School, is the son of Beverly and Dwight Luckett, Sr.

Special to The Canton News

MCCSA Transit Staff pictured (I to r) front row, are: Sundleleen Frazier, opera-
tor; Randy Boyd, operator; Patricia Williams, operator; Tina Wilkinson, operator;
Dr. Mary Sims-Johnson, executive director; Hema Desai, secretary/dispatcher;
Dianne Esco, operator; Terray White, operator; and back row: Annie Jackson, ad-
ministrative assistant; April Lewis-Nash, program manager; and Rickey Bouldin,
transit support specialist.

Special to The Canton News

Madison County Citizens Ser-
vices Agency (MCCSA) was
recognized as the General Pub-
lic Transit System of the Year on
November 16,2017 in Starkville,

Public Transit Association.

MCCSA was specifically rec-
ognized for exemplifying mul-
tiple competencies in the field
of rural Community Transit,
including management, leader-
ship, productivity, vision, and

Mississippi by the Mississippi innovation.

REALTOR DONDRE BLACKMON

If your looking to sell your
home or purchase a home
now is the time to call
Realtor Dondre Blackmon.
He’s a multi-million dollar
producing agent from Turn
Key Properties LLC
Brokered and owned by
Stuart and Katie Warren.
Mr.Blackmon has had
success selling real estate in
Central MS and have
become a household name.
Call him today for your
FREE Consultation at
(601)-214-7031.

If you want to purchase a
new home or sell your
current home call him today.

DTurnKey
PROPERTIES, LLC

113 EXECUTIVE DR . MADISON, MS 39110

601-427-5088
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CPSD begins supplemental instructional services

By Cassandra Williams,
Superintendent CPSD

Just a few short months ago, |
was greeting our babies on the
first day of school. Incredibly, we
are approach-
ing the end
of our school
S year,  which
:\, means that our
"W students  will
8 soon  begin
taking  state
»| assessments.

Special to The Canton News Our Studel’ltS
will participate in the Mississippi
Academic Assessment Program
(MAAP) beginning in April with
our third grade ELA assessment.
This is one of our most import-
ant assessments, as it determines
whether or not students can move
on to fourth grade. Principals
at each of our four elementary
schools will host sessions for par-
ents of third graders to provide
them with information about this
very important assessment. State
assessments will continue through
early May. We believe that the
processes that we have put in
place this year have prepared our
students to be successful on these

exams.

We learned in the last two years
that the key to supporting our stu-
dents’ growth is to increase the
amount of time that they spend
with new and prerequisite content.
We’ve provided pull-out tutorials
for students to help fill in learning
gaps in reading and mathematics.
As an extra layer of support, we
will again offer Saturday School
for our students on April 7, April
14, April 21, and April 28. We’ve
identified students whom we feel
would benefit most from this
extra instruction, and these stu-
dents’ parents will soon receive a
letter that provides details about
the Saturday sessions. However,
any parent who would like their
child to attend Saturday School,
can register him or her by calling
the school’s principal. Breakfast,
lunch, and transportation will be
provided. Last year, we had an av-
erage of 500 students each Satur-
day! We hope to beat those num-
bers this year.

Spring Break for our district is
March 12-March 16; however,
we want our students to contin-
ue to practice the skills that they
are learning in class. Therefore,
students in grades three - eight
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2018 I!CAN Ambassadors with coordinators

and high school students who are
enrolled in English I, English II,
Algebra I, US History, and/or Bi-
ology I will receive Spring Break
packets again this year. Students
will also receive Assessment
Readiness packets in April. Last
year, our students eagerly com-
pleted these Spring Break and
Assessment Readiness packets to
help reinforce content and skills.

Parents can assist their children
in preparing for the state assess-
ments by encouraging them to
complete the supplemental as-
signments, by registering them for
Saturday School, and by making
sure that they are well-rested be-

Special to The Canton News

fore each exam. We’ve worked all
year to ensure that our students
master grade-level content and
show growth. When you see our
students at home, church, or in the
neighborhood, give them a pat on
the back for working so hard this
year, and encourage them to shine!

EDITOR’S NOTE: With over
twenty years in education, Cas-
sandra Williams’ focus as super-
intendent of the Canton Public
School District is to increase stu-
dent achievement through an in-
vigorated emphasis on teaching,
learning, and nurturing.

Water
buying
breaks.

Some of our customers are
receiving letters from American

Resources
insurance for water line

I would like customers
to know this is not through
CMU, and This is not a product
endorsed by CMU.

Stephen Thompson
Canton Municipal Utilities
General Manager
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www.cmu.com
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Trains making a come-

back to Canton this

Special to The Canton News

While the Canton Redevelop-
ment office has many ongoing
projects, as well as new ones
that Director Dorothy Nelson
can’t yet discuss, the office
also oversees the Canton De-
pot Train Museum. The ren-
ovations to the depot and the
museum were completed in
2000, but, according to Nel-
son, a large percentage of Can-
tonians aren’t aware it exists.

The trains no longer use the
Canton tracks on a daily basis;
however, a $7.5 million FAST-
LANE grant has congressional
funding approval to reopen 90
miles of track from Grenada
to Canton. The project, which
will include repairing bridges,
replacing crossties and install-
ing active warning devices,
should proceed quickly, since
an environmental review 1is
part of the requirements for
release of funds. The environ-
mental should be completed
by the end of March. No prob-
lems are expected, according

ear

to the project administrator,

Chris Pope, of North Central
Planning and Development
District, since the work will
be within the existing railroad
right-of-way. The grant recipi-
ent is North Central Mississip-
pi Regional Railroad Authority
and the operator of the line is
Iowa Pacific Holdings. The
work is expected to take twelve
months to complete.

The Redevelopment office has
worked for years, in conjunc-
tion with the Chamber and the
Tourism offices, to offer civic
and cultural anchors as means
of attracting people into Can-
ton and creating pride for the
citizens. Unless citizens rec-
ognize the importance of the
assets, they will become in-
different to its preservation. A
visit to Canton’s train museum
will create in all who visit an
interest in pursuing the railroad
as an economic driver for the
City.

To arrange tours of the mu-
seum, call the Redevelopment
Office; 601-859-3815.

Bolden State Farm named
Best Insurance Agency

CAMBER ~ S
SN STRE.EI% R CHAMBER
MAIN STREET

EHMB[R
AIN STREET

Special to The Canton News

The Arnel D. Bolden State Farm Insurance Agency was voted as Best Insurance
Agency in the Best of Canton the last three years in a row. Citizens of Canton vot-
ed in the annual survey. Pictured (I to r) are: Ari-Elle Grace, daughter; Dr. LaToya
Bolden, wife; Arnel Bolden, agent; and Shevetta Johnson, team member.

REGISTRATION @ TAM

TURCOTTE LAB (CANTON. MS)

506 Hwy 43 South,
Take Hwy 43 South, to Ross
Barnett Reservoir and follow signs

Ages 16 & under FREE
Fishing | Entertainment | Prizes

Bring your own fishing equipment,tackle, & bait
Children must be accompany by an adult...

Call 601-859-4358 or 601-573-0985
for more information.

N £
PARKS & RECREATION

CREATING COMMUNITY THROUGH PARKS, PROGRAMS, AND PEOPLE

Ages 4-6 for T-Ball
Ages 7-8 for Coach Pitch
Ages 9-15 for Baseball and Softball

Season begins May 22

For more information
contact the Recreation
Office @ 601-859-4358

SOFTBA!;}B all & Coach

This rec league focusing on -
teaching the athletes the basic
fundamentals of the sport.

'4 Ask about volunteer

CANTEN
Eastel
Egg Hunt

s
e @ ¢
1

2y 7

Saturday,March 31(10am
Fun and Games
Easter Egg Hunt

coaching!

Denia
601-540-7605
Alvin
601-573-0985
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Dondre Blackmon sells
real estate and concrete

NMED sponsors inaugural
Small Business Forum

By Susie A. Wolfe

In his early teens, Dondre Black-
mon was a Hip Hop artist writ-
ing his own
songs.  After
high  school,
he chose to
go to real es-
tate school
and work with
his father and
brothers in the
family’s con-

Special to The Canton News crete Company.

Today, at 22, Blackmon is a real
estate producer at Turnkey Proper-
ties, LLC in Madison; a business
developer for Blackmon Concrete,
one of the biggest commercial
foundation companies in Missis-
sippi; and a keyboard/pianist at St.
John Missionary Baptist Church in
Camden.

In addition to his father, Floyd

Blackmon, Sr., mentoring his son
about the concrete and foundation
business, Blackmon has the lead-
ership and support of Bob Mont-
gomery from Montgomery Mc-
Graw Law Firm and Stuart Warren
at Turnkey Properties.

Warren said, “Dondre is doing
what it takes to be an entrepreneur
in a competitive real estate market.
He works hard and is using tools
to get the visibility he needs to be a
super success.”

Montgomery said he has known
Blackmon, Sr., for 50 years, and
he is one of the hardest working
men he’s ever known. He feels
Dondre is following in his father’s
footsteps. He said he met him as a
13-year-old when he was a song-
writer trying to get his songs copy-
righted.

Blackmon and his wife, Lakeo,
have been married since 2016, and
live in Canton.

ET SOCIAL! ¥

cantonnews

Special to The Canton News

The North Madison County
Economic Development Coun-
cil (NMED) recently sponsored
a small business forum for
businesses located in Northeast
Madison County. It was held at
the Sacred Heart Family Life
Center in Camden with more
than 37 businesses participating.
Legislative and countywide

Special to The Canton News

updates were presented by Rep.
Kenneth Walker, District 27,
and Supervisor Paul Griffin,
District Five. Participants dia-
logued and networked on com-
bining resources to expand their
services.

NMED continues to hold open
enrollment to build an active
membership directory. Interest-
ed businesses should contact Dr.
Pollia Griffin at 601-832-4769.

M’A’% Fabnics

e Quilting Cottons e Patterns
e Denim e Notions
o Knits e Thread

www.GardensongFabrics.com

Open Wednesday - Saturday
601.748.4870
1888 East Lincoln Road Brookhaven, MS

flOIP

SPRING WINDS & STORMS CAN CAUSE FALLING
LIMBS & TREES ¢ AVOID PROPERTY DAMAGE!

Thinning, pruning and removing dead spots from your trees can save you s
a bundle. Call Kees Trees today for an assessment and free estimate. ‘|

WHY CHOOSE KEES TREES?

You'll receive prompt, reliable service by highly skilled prof'ssuon

Reasonable rates. Excellent safety record.

Residential and Commercial
LICENSED INSURED BONDED

7 LN EA
K)EES TRELES, LLE N

601-672-3370 » Visit our website: keestreeslic.co

Office Space Available

When your stuff needs to hibernate

601-855-0017
bearcreekstorage.net

2633 South Liberty Street
Canton, MS 39046
bcreekstorage@bellsouth.net
info@bearcreekstorage.net

BEAR CREEK

Sunday Small Groups
9:00 a.m.

Morning Worship
8:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.

Join us!

FIRST
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Canton, Mississippi

Wednesday Nights
6:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting
Children & Youth Activities
Choir Rehersal
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Seafood King Restaurant opens in west Canton

By Susie A. Wolfe

Seafood King Restaurant
opened on Feather Lane, just
down from Tractor Supply
Company, in October. They
sell seafood cooked and frozen
and also offer catering.

Serving Coast seafood and
Louisiana crawfish, owner
John Kellum said this restau-
rant is not affiliated with Loui-
siana Seafood King that closed
on the opposite side of the in-
terstate. It is one of his three
restaurants, the other two being
the Crawfish King restaurants
in Flowood and Richland.

“We named the restaurant
Seafood King because we want
folks to know that we are not
seasonal,” said Kellum. “We
serve fresh seafood, fresh cut
fries, hushpuppies, gumbo and
homemade Coleslaw. And,
right now, we have both live
and cooked crawfish.”

On the menu are shrimp,
snow crabs, Dungeness crabs,
king crabs, blue crabs and lob-
ster tails. They offer seafood

baskets with catfish, shrimp,
oyster, chicken strips, and
pan trout. In addition to raw
seafood including all types of
crabs, they offer red snapper,
red fish, tilapia, tuna, alligator,
and frog legs; they also have
pork, crawfish and alligator
boudin sausage.

Kellum and Restaurant Man-
ager Eddie Norman met in Hat-
tiesburg working at Chester-
fields. Kellum has also worked
with Inserve Corporation in
Meridian and served as a food
and beverage manager in Ham-
mond, Louisiana.

His son, John Bailey, and
two nephews also work in his
restaurants, as does Norman’s
son Landon.

The Seafood King Restau-
rant is open six days a week,
Tuesday through Sunday, at 11
a.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday, they close at 8. Fri-
day and Saturday, they close at
9, and Sunday at 7. For more
information, call the Restau-
rant at 601-859-1144, or visit
their Facebook page.
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Photos by The Canton News

Pictured (I to r) are Owner John Kellum, and Manager Eddie Norman, who opened
Seafood King Restaurant, offering fresh and frozen seafood choices.

Madison County Co-0p
Fertilizer » Feed * Seed * Farm Supplies

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

@ o 2 SINCE 1937

MARBLE »® GRANITE WORKS

MONUMENTS, CASKETS,
BRONZE GRAVEMARKERS

— We also do cemetery
lettering and repair work

Preneed or At-Need Purchasing
Our prices are better and installation is included

601-859-4624 1-800-844-4624
Exit 119 - I-55 S. E. Frontage Road
Canton, MS 39056

www.davidsonmarbleandgranite.com
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MCLS reimagines the bookmobile as mobile library

Special to The Canton News

The Madison County Library
System is reimagining the book-
mobile as a mobile library com-
plete with books, periodicals,
computer stations, genealogy
resources, free Wi-Fi and more.
The libraries will partner with
local schools, nursing homes,
churches, daycares, businesses
and special events to bring a full
range of library services directly
to the public. Patrons may even
request materials in advance to be
delivered by the bookmobile.

The goal is to remove barriers
that prevent traditional library use
whether cultural, socioeconomic
or physical. The bookmobile will

enable them to bring the library
out into the community, reaching
underserved areas and commu-
nity members, including rural
communities, the elderly, the dis-
abled and the homebound. Stud-
ies show that bookmobiles en-
courage library use by non-users
and bring library services to the
children of non-users, advancing
our goal of early literacy educa-
tion. Furthermore, bookmobiles
serve as mobile ambassadors to
non-users unfamiliar with the
range of services available at the
library, often prompting them to
become library patrons.

While MCLS will travel
throughout the county, their focus
will be those underserved areas

16

and populations. They will work
directly with schools to provide
students and teachers with access
to the public library collection,
delivered directly to the schools
as well as the technology orient-
ed after-school programs such
as coding and STEM activities.
In addition, with 51% of library
computer users reporting no
home internet access, the book-
mobile, with its free Wi-Fi and
computer stations, will serve as a
mobile research and job applica-
tion center.

A van style unit has been se-
lected for customization to fit
the community needs, complete
with shelving, story time bench-
es, wheelchair lift and outside

awning with tables and chairs,
offering a quiet, shaded reading
and computer space.

As always, the library would
benefit from the support of the
community to ensure the success
and sustainability of the projects
and to continue to bring innova-
tive services to patrons. Friends
groups will sponsor book sales
and fundraisers, and the library
welcomes corporate  sponsor-
ships, as well.

Contact your local branch for
fundraiser or individual donation
information. Businesses interest-
ed in becoming a corporate spon-
sor may contact Tonja Johnson,
MCLS Executive Director, for
more details.

Canton, Mississippi

Center Terrace Baptist Church

605 East Peace Street | 601-859-4186

Rev. Alvin Doyle, Pastor

Marcus Peagler, Music Director

Sunday School
9:00 a.m.

Worship
10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Discipleship Training
5:00 p.m.

Midweek Service
6:00 p.m.

Bring home the savings,
along with excellent
service. See why we are

The

Nation’s #1 home

and auto insurer

CALL OR STOP BY TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!

726 East Peace Street

(601) 859-3827 J(om o/ o‘(ow ,pmcfuplion ﬂum

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com




