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Canton Flea Market has a long history

By Lori Lycette

In 1965, the manager of the
Canton Chamber of Commerce,
Tom Maynor, pitched the idea of
having an arts and craft show and
sale to the Tourism Promotion
Committee. He had run across
several in his travels around the
South and told the members,
“This sort of thing should be
just a natural for Canton.” The
committee was headed by W. D.
Myers, who owned a local hard-
ware store, and also included
Lloyd Spivey, the only member
still living today. The members
all agreed, as did the Canton Arts
Association members.

On May 20, 1965, the first of-
ficial Canton Flea Market was
held. Twelve artists hung their
paintings on the iron fence on the
south and east sides of the Square
courtyard. Six were from Can-
ton: Mary Ethel Cole, Mary Jane
Dow, Inez Wallace, M. J. Barrow,
Frances Simpson and Bonnie
Simpson. The flea market was an
instant hit! An estimated 2,000

,
J

Wyatt Waters’ watercolor of the Courthouse Square

people showed up for the event,
and the paintings sold unusual-
ly well. Tourists who stopped
by were enthralled and said they
would never forget Canton.

The spring flea market was such
a hit that they immediately be-
gan plans for a fall show, which
was held on October 14, 1965.
Sales reached $1,400, and the
number of exhibitors doubled
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to twenty-four, and continued to
basically double in size for many
years to come. In the early years,
there were two major obstacles
that were eventually overcome:
for the flea market committee
to retain the proceeds from the
events, rather than the Cham-
ber of Commerce, and also the
petitions from merchants on the
Square trying to ban the market

due to lost sales on that day. A re-
striction was eventually adopted
to limit vendors to display only
handmade products, as a result of
some trying to sell items such as
snakes in bottles.

Each space was initially free,
but there was an eventual charge
of $3 per exhibitor. The fee has
gradually increased to the cur-
rent $150 per 10x12 space. This
biannual event has grown from
a handful of locals on the Court-
house Square to an event which
now includes the entire Square
and the Old Jail District. It in-
volves over 1,000 vendors from
thirty-five states attracting over
30,000 visitors per market. It’s a
huge source of income to many
organizations and individuals, as
well as the City of Canton. The
event now takes place every year
on the second Thursday in May
and October from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The Canton Flea Market has be-
come one of the largest outdoor
craft markets in the South and
has been voted one of the Top
Twenty Events in the Southeast.
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The Madison County Library System’s brand new Bookmobile will officially be on the road the first week of May and will be stopping at different pre-scheduled locations all over the
county. Special Needs Programming and Outreach Specialist Evanne Flanders will be heading out into the community with the main goal of assisting those who can’t easily access a
traditional library, such as nursing home residents and homebound individuals. The Bookmobile will also be found at local schools on a regular basis and is equipped to help those with
a special need for sensory therapy. The truck is stocked with books for all ages, as well as a cellular modem for broadband connection, a mobile lab consisting of ten laptops for classes,
a retro gaming system and also a virtual reality system. The Bookmobile’s Pop-Up Library will be available upon request for special events, such as festivals or parties. Contact Flanders
with any questions or to schedule an event at 601-859-7733 Ext. 107, 601-856-2749 or eflanders@mcls.ms.
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Hinds Community College
Hinds Hero, Levy

Special to The Canton News

The Spring 2019 group of honorees in the Hinds Heroes employee recognition program
have been named. Hinds Heroes are chosen because they represent the college well,
provide exceptional customer service to all its customers and consistently promote the
Hinds mission of service. Heroes selected receive a lapel pin, a token of appreciation and
one free day off work. Dr. Leroy Levy (pictured), dean for the Jackson Campus Academic/
Technical Center, is from Canton. His duties at Hinds include the daily operations of the
campus, and he has been with the college for twenty-five years.
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Special to The Canton News
Ralph “Butch” Webb has recently been appointed to the position of General Manager
and Head Golf Professional at the Country Club of Canton. He comes to Canton from the
Rolling Pines Golf Course in Berwick, Pennsylvania, where he served as Golf Profession-
al and General Manager. Webb is a Class A PGA Professional with twenty-five years of
experience. He is also certified by Titleist Performance Institute, Level 2 Golf and Level 2

FREE
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Impacting the WHOLE Family

STOP 8Y OUR CANTON LOCATION
AT 276 NISSAN PARKWAY
8LDG. B, STE. 200 & 300,CANTON, MS

PARENTING | YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | LITERACY
EDUCATION/DIPLOMA | WORKFORCE | JOB READINESS

FamiliesFirstForMS.org
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A service provided by Mississippi Community
Education Center and Family Resource Center
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Junior. His wife, Helen, will be joining him soon from Pennsylvania.

For all your nursery and farming needs,
come see us at 323 West Fulton Street or
call us at 601-859-1271
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Total average savings of $763*
Let me show you how combining
home and auto policies can really
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State Farm is there.”
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Know Your Neighbor: Dr. Pamela Self

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

Thank you very much, Notre
Dame University, for being expen-
sive and for
being late in
processing
Pame-
la  Smith’s
application
for financial
aid to attend
there. Oth-
erwise, we
probably
wouldn’t have her here, and that
would be Canton’s loss.

Meet Dr. Pamela Self, wife,
mother, accountant, college pro-
fessor, public school teacher,
counselor, assistant school princi-
pal, consultant and presently prin-
cipal at Canton High School. Born
and raised a Catholic in Columbia,
Maryland, she aspired to attend
Notre Dame and was accepted
there, but the university’s high tui-
tion cost necessitated her applica-
tion for financial aid. Notre Dame
hadn’t responded to her request
in time to enroll for her freshman
year. Pamela’s grandparents and a
cousin resided in Columbia, Mis-
sissippi, and her cousin persuaded
her to apply at Jackson State Uni-
versity. She did so, planning to
spend one year there, giving her
enough time to get her financial
aid package together and transfer
to Notre Dame. Plans changed,
however, and her adaptation to
Jackson State (along with meet-
ing another young Jackson State
student named Gerald Self) cul-
minated in not only making her
stay in Mississippi permanent,
but also her earning a Bache-
lor of Science in finance degree
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Dr. Pamela Self

with a minor in math, a master’s
of business administration degree
and a master’s in science teach-
ing in math education degree- all
from Jackson State. She went on
to earn her Ph.D. in curriculum
and instruction from Mississippi
State University. She began her
teaching career at Piney Woods
Country Life School. She then
began working in Jackson Public
School District in several capac-
ities, including a math teacher at
Jim Hill High School and as an
Assistant Principal of Curriculum
and Instruction at Callaway High
School until her retirement from
Jackson Public Schools. During
all of the above listed activities,
she also found time to marry Ger-
ald and raise their three children:
Jeral, who just earned her own
Ph.D; Janet, an attorney; and Rod-
ney, who is an advanced freshman
this year at Mississippi State.
Since taking over the principal’s
office at Canton High School, she
has guided Canton High School,
one of the state’s lowest perform-
ing schools in 2016 with a grade
of “F”, to eleven points below a
“B” last year. She emphatically
states that the school will be an
“A” by next year, although she
says that it may be accomplished
this year. The graduation rate has
increased from 63.3% to 74%,
and she expects it to be 80% this
year, with a goal of 85% next year.
These changes are not by chance.
Innovative programs like dual
enrollment, which allows high
performing students to enroll in
college courses while they com-
plete their high school curricu-
lum, have placed an emphasis on
high achievement. Dr. Self says
that the enthusiastic acceptance

of these programs by the students
has been truly remarkable. Dr.
Self also credits a culture at Can-
ton High School, which has been
largely misunderstood by many in
the community, for much of the
recent successes. A classic exam-
ple of this culture was exhibited
when the Canton High basket-
ball team lost to Forest Hill in the
semifinals of the state tournament.
In the past, when an emotionally
charged event like this occurred,
there was always a chance that a
fight might result. When the game
ended, the Canton team walked
over to the Forest Hill team, shook
their hands and wished them good
luck in their next game. “Coach
Evans”, says Dr. Self, “has
instilled in those young men the
attitude that we compete fiercely,
but if we lose, we lose with dig-
nity and exhibit the class that sets
us apart.” That attitude describes
the pride and class that permeates
through both the athletic and aca-
demic endeavors at Canton High
School under the leadership of
Dr. Self. She deserves Canton’s
thanks for the job that she’s doing,
and we again thank Notre Dame
for blowing their chance at enroll-
ing her!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie is
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of
talented and accomplished people
who live in the Canton area, and
he thinks local citizens should
know about some of them. Ritchie
and professional artist wife, Perry,
live in the Shocco community out
from Canton. View their work at
www.southernstories.com.

Connect
with us on our
facebook
page
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email: academystreetstudio@gmail.com |
rootintootin@mac.com
website: academystreetstudio.com

Phone: 601-668-0678

Autographed books
from your favorite authors
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Canton couple selected as Mr. and Mrs. Mississippi

Special to The Canton News

Kathy Amos and husband Joe
have been selected to represent the
Magnolia State as Mr. and Mrs.
Mississippi 2019. Kathy was offi-
cially crowned, and Joe received
the Golden Scepter in Orlando,
Florida. Kathy will compete in
the Mrs. Black America Pageant
in October in Atlanta, Georgia.

Joe and Kathy are residents
and community leaders in Can-
ton. Joe has served as senior pas-
tor of Turning Point Fellowship
Ministries International Church
for twenty-three years. He has
also served as a volunteer for the
Madison County Nursing Home
for the past twenty-four years.
Kathy serves as executive pastor
of Turning Point, where she over-
sees community outreach events
and programs, as well as leader-
ship development and training.
She is also the founder and pres-
ident of Empowering Progressive
Women’s Association. The orga-
nization’s mission is to empower
women to transform their com-
munities through compassion,
education and honor. Empower-

ing Progressive Women’s Asso-
ciation (EPWA) has honored over
150 women over the past five
years and has educated hundreds

later, they pitched a tent in the
Canton Courtyard Square and
held “Blessing Canton Week,” a
week of revival and fellowship

of women in the
areas of personal,
professional and
leadership growth
and development.
Kathy is also an
author as well as
a certified coach,
speaker and train-
er with The John P
Maxwell ~ Team. [F5

She is CEO/own- |
er of Kathy Amos
Coaching and
Consulting, LLC,
as well as pastor
and senior coach
of SafeHouse

their mission is to share the love
of God and spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ one space at a time.

Joe and Kathy have been visible
in their community for the past
ten years. They started out meet-
ing at the Canton City Hall in a
weekly prayer group praying for
city transformation. A few years

both day and night
to bring forth city
transformation.
Many of the com-
munity leaders in-
cluding the mayor,
school superinten-
dents (public and
private),  pastors
and merchant lead-
ers partnered with
them in hopes that
God would bless
their city and trans-
formation  would
take place. Joe and
Kathy say they

SpeC|aI to The Canton News have been bleSS'
Ministries, where Kathy Amos and husband, Joe Amos

ed to work with
many of the pastors and church-
es in their community to make
the event a success each year.
They also hosted City Appreci-
ation Luncheons twice a year at
the Canton City Hall, where they
fed up to one-hundred or more of
the City of Canton employees, in-
cluding the mayor, aldermen and

administration.

Kathy plans to use her platform
to educate women in the areas
of leadership, as well as person-
al and professional growth and
development to transform their
community. For her community
service project for the national
pageant this fall, Kathy will hon-
or and celebrate pioneering and
trailblazing women in the com-
munity who have made great con-
tributions.

For the past four years, EPWA
has celebrated and honored wom-
en who have and are still making
a difference in their communi-
ties. The Fifth Annual Honorary
Inaugural Ball will take place at
6 p.m. on Saturday, August 24,
2019, at the Hilton Jackson, lo-
cated at 1001 East County Line
Road. Tickets will be available as
early as May 15, 2019, at www.
epwanetwork.org. Proceeds from
the event will go to the EPWA
Scholastic Achievers Awards Pro-
gram for deserving college, high
school students and women who
desire to advance in their educa-
tion, career or personal growth
and development.

RUGS
www.msdiscountdrugs.com
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Check out our complete line of
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pain, depression and other

conditions.

195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780
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CHS senior receives WAPT
Blitz Scholar Athlete Award

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School (CHS) senior Jordyn Manning recently received the WAPT Blitz 16
BankPlus Scholar Athlete Award. It is given to students who excel in the classroom as
well as in the athletic arena. Manning currently maintains a 3.92 GPA and plans to major
in Computer Drafting and Graphic Design. She has played basketball and volleyball for
four years, run track and field for three and has won numerous awards for her athletic
ability as well as her performance in the classroom. She is a member of the National
Honor Society, Mu Alpha Theta and the National Beta Club. Her volunteer work includes
Habitat for Humanity, Friends of Children of MS and the Ignite Mentor Program. Pictured
with Manning are WAPT’s Marcus Hunter (left) and Josh Jackson (right).

CHS iuniors are awarded
scho

arshis from MCL

i EE
Special to The Canton News

Madison County Youth Leadership (MCYL) Committee Member Rochelle Thompson pre-
sented scholarships to Canton High School (CHS) juniors Jacques Ratliff, Jr. and Alyssa
Nelson for their successful completion of the 2018-19 MCYL program. This program is
an investment in the future of Madison County’s emerging workforce by empowering and
igniting the youth of Canton. The MCYL program is sponsored by the Madison County
Business League & Foundation and the Madison County Economic Development Au-
thority/MCEDA. Pictured (I to r) are: Jacques Ratliff, Jr.; Rochelle Thompson; and Alyssa
Nelson.
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- GREASE IS THE MAIN CAUSE OF .*1

4 SEWER BACKUPS

Canton Municipal Utilities asks customers to not pour grease in

4 toilets. It hardens and causes backups. -

We are dedicated to providing the highest quality electricity, water,

~ sewer, and natural gas service and to protecting our customers,

environment, and our hometown. If you have any questions, please
do not hesitate to call us.

Stephen Thompson -

Canton Municipal Utilities

General Manager rs
.

Discover more at: =
www.cmu.com
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Did you know the The Canton News is mailed
F R E E to every home and business in the
Madison County zip code of 39046?

« The Canton News offers 100% market saturation to the City of
Canton and surrounding area.

e A quarter page full color ad in The Canton News costs about 2
cents per paper and less than a penny per reader!

- Based on Mississippi Press Association data, our readership is over
20,000!!

We truly appreciate all our advertisers who place their trust in us to help promote and grow their business. We also would love
to work with your business, church or organization if the Canton area is a place you want to reach everyone to market your
goods and services.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ADVERTISING IN THE CANTON NEWS,
PLEASE CONTACT: LORILYCETTE | 601-667-4667 OR NEWS@CANTONNEWS.NET

(= NNOW HIRING

- Sales Rep &
£ CANTOR NEWS
Freelance
Writer

FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE OUR FACEBOOK JOB POSTING.SEND RESUME TO NEWS@CANTONNEWS.NET.
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Special to The Canton News Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy recently hosted the Scholastic Book Fair. Despite an overcast morning, Clifford the Big Red Dog brought sunshine to elementary students as they were greeted at
the door and encouraged to attend the book fair. Pictured (left photo) is Jack Coon being greeted by Clifford. Pictured (right photo) is Bowen Coleman getting a big hug from Clifford.

.M Padison Caawﬁé
e LIBRARY SYSTEM Est. 1954

Barnett

PHILLIPS

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

515 West Fulton Street « Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-2812 = (800) 844-9663 « Fax: (601) 859-1292
www.phillipslumber.com

LIGHTS! CAMERAI Full Service

ACTION! | i, v B2

Dates:

July 8-12, 2019

July 15-19, 2019

INNOWTIONS FOR umrﬁ

For more information and to sign up, i “‘: ® Windows & Doors @ Insulation ® Drywall @ Yeti Coolers

© Moulding ® Owens Corning Shingles ® Paints ® Hardware

please visit us online at
www.CantonToursim.Com or call 601-859-1307
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CA senior receives WAPT
Blitz Scholar Athlete Award

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy (CA) senior Betsy Pace recently received the WAPT Blitz 16 BankPlus
Scholar Athlete Award. It is given to students who excel in the classroom as well as in the
athletic arena. Pace has been a member of the Student Council, National Honor Society,
FCA Leadership Team and on the Headmaster’s List. She also lettered in cross-country,
basketball, track and field, tennis and archery, all while maintaining a 4.0 GPA. She has
devoted many hours to community service as well. Pace was also selected as a state fi-
nalist for the Wendy’s High School Heisman scholarship. Pictured with Pace are WAPT’s

Marcus Hunter (left) and Josh Jackson (right).

CA STAR Student chooses
STAR Teacher for 18-19

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy (CA) STAR Student for the 2018-2019 school year is Joseph Price. The
STAR program was originated by the Mississippi Economic Council and seeks to recog-
nize students for academic and ACT test achievement. The student is awarded a certifi-
cate and a medallion and also chooses a teacher who has made the greatest contribution
to his/her scholastic achievement. Price, a graduating senior, chose Coach Jonathan
Broome as his STAR Teacher. Coach Broome has been at CA for about seven years and
has taught several of Price’s math classes during that time. Pictured are: Coach Jonathan

Broome (left) and Joseph Price (right).

Children’s Vision Bill is signed by Governor Bryant

Special to The Canton News

Governor Phil Bryant recent-
ly signed House Bill 1322, also

¢ known as
=

<the  Chil-
§dren’s Vi-
&sion  Bill,
2 into law.
Ei This law,

which goes
into effect
July 1, calls
for a face-
to-face comprehensive vision
examination by an optometrist
or ophthalmologist for any child
who fails a school vision screen-
ing. The Mississippi Optomet-
ric Association (MOA) and the
Mississippi  Vision Foundation

(MVF) support the bill.

The Children’s Vision Bill is
designed to benefit students like
Jaylen Lenoir of Columbus,
whose amblyopia (lazy eye)
and astigmatism was discovered
during a comprehensive eye
exam by Dr. Stacie Moore, OD.
It is very likely that a school vi-
sion screening would not have
caught Jaylen’s condition. Ther-

Governor Phil Bryant

apy and corrective lenses opened
a whole new world for Jaylen
who has excelled in academics
and athletics.

“Our hope is to prevent any
child’s vision from being a hin-
drance to their learning and ed-
ucation,” said MOA President
Dr. Amy Crigler, OD. “Eighty
percent of a student’s learning
in a classroom is visual so good
eyesight and visual skills are
crucial.”

Although  existing screen-
ing programs offered by many
schools are helpful and can un-
cover some vision problems,
they are not the same as an eye
exam. Many screenings test
only for distance. While this is
important, it does not test how
well the eyes focus up close or
work together. Vision screenings
are also limited by the lack of
equipment needed to fully assess
a child’s overall eye health.
When young Sloane Montgom-
ery said she saw “two daddies
and two mommies” and her par-
ents noticed her eye had sud-
denly turned in they feared the
worst. Rather than going to the

emergency room, they contact-
ed their local optometrist, Dr.
James Bearden, OD, who met
them at his office and conduct-
ed a thorough exam and tests.

Sloane and her parents were im-
mediately relieved when they
found her condition, accommo-
dative esotropia, could easily be
remedied with glasses.

Sloane’s case is another exam-
ple of why a comprehensive,
face-to-face eye exam, using
specialized equipment and con-
ducted by an optometrist or oph-
thalmologist, is needed to fully
evaluate a child’s visual skills
that are essential for optimal
learning. Most comprehensive
eye exams will:

» Assess the sharpness of a

child’s vision using the Snel-

len or “Big E” chart.

* Determine a child’s possible

blind spots or peripheral vision

issues.

* Check eye alignment and

how eyes work as a pair.

» Approximate and then fine-

tune a child’s eyeglass pre-

scription.

* Detect common eye diseases

and assess its health.
» Examine the optic nerve, ret-
ina, and blood vessels.

Eye exams for young children
are important because vision
problems can negatively af-
fect your child’s performance
in school long before you are
aware of the issue. The Ameri-
can Optometric Association re-
ports that five to ten percent of
preschoolers and twenty-five
percent of school-age children
are diagnosed with vision prob-
lems once they receive proper
eye care. The earlier vision is-
sues are diagnosed and corrected
the better for a child’s academic
success.

“Comprehensive, yearly eye
exams are one of the most im-
portant, preventive ways to pre-
serve vision, and the only way
to accurately assess eye health,
diagnose an eye disorder or dis-
ease, and determine if your child
needs corrective lenses,” Crigler
said.

For more information on chil-
dren’s eye health, or to locate a
family eye doctor, visit mseyes.
com.
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Canton Academy completes all new synthetic track

W

Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy (CA) continues to improve facilities as a new eight lane rubber track has been installed around the football field to benefit not only track team members but other stu-
dent athletes. The synthetic surface is much easier on an athlete’s legs, which was the main motivation for the upgrade. In addition, having eight lanes now gives CA the ability to host
State and South State Track Meets, as well as host competitions which include more schools than they were able to accommodate with the previous track.

Alumnus Herring to speak at the CA graduation

Special to The Canton News

James Herring, Jr., a managing
director in the Investment Man-

., agement

¢ Division

§ (IMD) of

¢ Goldman

= Sachs in

s New  York

& will be deliv-
ering the
commence-

ment address
at Canton
Academy’s  graduation cere-
monies to be held on May 17,
2019. Herring has been advis-

James Herring, Jr.

ing executives, non-profits and
families since he joined the firm
in 1989, just five years removed
from his 1984 graduation at Can-
ton Academy. He also serves on
the Private Wealth Management
Advisors Council, as part of the
Investment Experience Group
and as a member of the Wealth
Management Forum Editorial
Board. From 1996 to 2000, he was
regional manager of the Equities
and Private Wealth Management
businesses in the Southeast, based
in Memphis. During 2001, Her-
ring was regional manager for
Salt Lake City, Utah’s GS.com, an
online wealth management start-

up initiative. In 2002, he moved
to New York to advise many of
the firm’s key relationships in
IMD, and in 2006, he was named
co-head of the Family Investment
Office, a multifamily office busi-
ness that he developed, launched
and led until 2009. He was named
managing director in 2012. Prior
to joining the firm, Herring served
as an officer in the United States
Army Reserve for nine years. Her-
ring earned a BA and an MBA
from Vanderbilt University. He
is also a former president of the
Owen Graduate School Alumni
Board, a member of the Economic
Club of New York and is active as

a board member and fundraiser for
his church and several nonprofits.

Herring graduated from Canton
Academy in 1984. His numerous
honors his senior year included
serving as the Student Body Pres-
ident, Valedictorian, Star Student,
Hall of Fame inductee and recip-
ient of the Dan Forth Award and
the Governor’s Scholarship. He
was selected by his classmates as
“Most Intellectual,” “Most Likely
to Succeed” and “Most Depend-
able.” Herring was also a mem-
ber of the Canton Academy tennis
team. Canton Academy is honored
to welcome back this esteemed
alumni.

\ Goodloe Construction Co

Delbert Goodloe Sr.

214 W Center St.
Canton, MS 39046
WWW.GoodloeConstruction.COM

GoodloelLC@AOL.COM
Phone: (601)750 8482
Fax: (601) 859 8379

MAID FOR GLEANING SERVIGES, LLG

DAWN STOKES, OWNER

MYMAIDFORGLEANING @GMAIL.COM s
MYMAIDFORGLEANING.COM :

PHONE: 601-278-941 3

CALL FOR FREE ESTINATES

a2 r aile P ats
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“Flexible Services

* Personalized Laundry Serviec
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SPECIALIZING IN CLEANING COMMERGIAL BUILDINGS, OFFICES AND HOMES
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Reigning Miss Mississippi Asya Branch recently spoke at Greater St. Matthew M. B. Church in Canton. She told about her trials beginning at a young age and her determination to
overcome adversity, with God’s help. Miss Branch mainly addressed the Girls’ and Young Ladies’ Ministry, the Royal Pearls, and stressed the importance of having a positive attitude,
setting goals and refusing to give up. She also encouraged each young lady to love themselves exactly as they are and to have the courage, character and conduct to just walk away
when confronted with peer pressure. The ladies of the church had a reception for all in attendance immediately following the service. Pictured (I to r) are, front row: Dyasty Carson, Haley

Johnson; and back row: Taneshia Davenport, Jameria Stokes, Arielle Robinson, Ashlyn Robinson, Miss Mississippi Asya Branch, Kasey Johnson, Ariel Brown, Kristin Washington, Layla
Smith, Mikinzie Sanders, and Ms. Willie Robinson.

Sara Sullivan & Ben Herring — May 4

Kristen Trosclair & Matt Arcuri — May 11

Bailey Russell & Daniel Barnett — June 1

Hart Pepper & Sam Martin — June 1
Sara Rainer & Bill Lavender — June 8
Kayla Mills & Cooper Taylor — June 8
Ali Shelton & Hunter Shackleford — August 24
Mary Grace Homan & John Michael Sledge — September 7

Ellery Chancellor & Turner Crews — Dec 2019

Register online bridal at shopladida.com ﬁ | . Wolfe, M:D.
- - . ina S. B \, FNP-C
3334 N. Liberty St Canton, MS 39046 - 601-859-8106 « shopladida.com Krestina S. Banc ’ , -
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Canton Career Center holds | &
' There... The Square!
Kick Butts Day for students | I G4+ e !
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Special to The Canton News I g()t lt aJt
Representatives from the Mississippi Tobacco-Free Coalition of Madison, Yazoo and
Holmes Counties recently shared facts about the harmful effects of smoking with Canton

Career Center (CCC) students. They learned that cigarettes contain over 7,000 chem- ) the Cajnt()n

icals, and that one out of every three smokers will die from a tobacco-related disease. ;
Students not only learned about the dangers but then encouraged their peers not to start T AwRE 9
smoking and those who already have, to stop. CCC officals say they are thankful for the 58 P Fle aJ MaJI‘ket!

Mississippi Tobacco-Free Coalition of Madison, Yazoo and Holmes Counties and all the
participants for sharing vital information with the students. Pictured (I to r) are: Jarvis You've heard about it...

Jones, Richard Austin, Lacresha McKay, Cadaijha Smith, Jayla Harper, Sharon Nettles,

. "
Rosie Riley and Rodney Harris. now, come experience it!

...and More
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City officials set May 12-18
as Law Enforcement Week

Special to The Canton News

The City of Canton Mayor and Board of Aldermen adopted a resolution proclaiming May
12-18, 2019, as Madison County Law Enforcement Appreciation Week. This is the fifth
year that all economic development support organizations in Madison County have col-
laborated to promote the celebration and commemoration of the outstanding work of the
municipal and county law enforcement officers and first responders in Madison County.
All businesses, schools, churches, organizations and individuals are invited to participate
in recognizing our law enforcement officers for their dedication and commitment to the
protection of the citizens of Madison County. Pictured (Ito r) are: Alderman Andrew Grant,
Alderman Fred Esco, Alderwoman Daphne Sims, Mayor William Truly, Alderman Rodri-
guez Brown, Chief Otha Brown, and Alderman Les Penn.
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Canton Public Schools plan
to end school year strong

By Guest Columnist Gary Hannah

Are you as amazed as | am that
we are almost at the end of another
¢ school year?
2 < These  last
S few months
have been a
whirlwind as
our district
simultane-
ously adjust-
ed to new
Gary Hannah leadership
and prepared our students to finish
strong on their state assessments.
Our children, teachers, staff and
administration have worked so
hard to ensure that we maximize
our last few weeks of instruction.
They have been busy with inter-
ventions during the school day,
completing focused homework
assignments during the week and
attending Saturday School. It’s
no wonder that many people in
our Canton Public School District
(CPSD) family are looking for-
ward to a well-deserved summer
break beginning May 20! There
are a few activities that we’ve
planned for the summer that will
help our students retain the knowl-
edge that they’ve gained over the
last school year.

We’ve identified students at each
elementary and middle school who
need additional summer instruc-
tion and high school students who
need to recover missed credits.
Additionally, any 3rd grader who
did not pass the 3rd Grade Gate
Exam will have the opportunity
to receive additional instruction
during the summer, and they will
be given another opportunity to
pass this very important state test.
All identified students’ parents
will be notified about our Extend-
ed School Year that will run Mon-
day-Thursday from June 3 through
June 27. Our sites will be Good-
loe Elementary School, Huey Por-
ter Middle School, Canton Ninth
Grade Academy and Canton High
School.

Parents, your children will receive
Summer Reading Packets in May.
These packets will contain the lists
of books that students at all grade
levels should read during the sum-
mer. The packet will also include
assignments that will be graded
during the first week of school in
August. We’ve contacted our local

Special to The Cantol

library to request that they stock
these books and help students and
parents in the book selection pro-
cess. Parents can also contact the
Office of Curriculum and Instruc-
tion at 601-859-6720 if they have
questions. The Summer Reading
Packet and a list of free learning
websites can also be found on our
district’s website at www.canton-
schools.net.

I would like to personally thank
everyone who has welcomed me
with open arms into the Canton
Public School District. Though
I’ve only been here a semester, |
know that I am already part of the
family! We expect to receive our
preliminary data from the Mis-
sissippi Department of Education
(MDE) in July, and we are antic-
ipating gains in many areas. We
anticipate that we will have great
news to report to our stakeholders
soon! I look forward to your con-
tinued support of the Canton Pub-
lic School District. Have a great
summer!

Got Medicare
A&B and need

DENTURES?

You could be eligible for
Lowor NO COST

DENTURES

For more information
and to see if you qualify, call

Tracey Warwick
“Your Medicare Plan Partner”

601-613-7810

Licensed Sales Agent.
This is an advertisement.
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Safety has positive effect on economic development

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Since 1962, the week of May
15 has been known as National
, Police Week.
& Mayor Truly
§ has declared
May 12-18
as Law
Enforce-
ment Appre-
ciation Week
this year
in  Canton.
JorFoy The  Can-
ton Tourism office, along with
the Madison County Business
League and Foundation, have
several activities planned to
show the city’s appreciation to
the Canton Police Department.
According to an “IBM Institute
for Business Value” study, pub-
lic safety plays a critical role in
supporting economic growth,
both in reducing cost (U.S. aver-
age cost of crime per taxpayer
is $3,257.20 according to the
referenced study) and enhanc-
ing the image of an area. Avail-
able, skilled laborers and good

Special to The Ca

neighborhoods are a necessity to
attract jobs to an area. Safe towns
and cities reduce the cost of
doing business with less securi-
ty and insurance needed and this
helps to attract more people and
businesses. Residential develop-
ers also look at the safety of an
area before building new subdi-
visions, so safety plays a direct
role to available housing, which
in turn, is a necessity to attract a
trained labor pool.

Low crime in an area allows
businesses to spend their profits
for productive uses in place of
having to spend those same dol-
lars for security systems, fenc-
es, guards, etc. The IBM study
states, “Cities with lower crime
levels have a higher proportion
of better paying jobs.”

Public safety perceptions are
widely used in measuring quality
of life, and that fact is confirmed
right here in Madison County
with the safer places selling for
higher prices and attracting high-
er skilled people. People and
businesses need and want to be
in safe locations. It stands to rea-

son that businesses will locate in
areas where they can attract and
retain skilled labor and make the
most profit. It all works togeth-
er. Safe communities are where
people want to live, invest and
work. Population density means
a better pool of laborers to attract
more businesses to bring more
jobs to the area.

Canton Chief of Police Otha
Brown agrees that he and his
staff play a big role in econom-
ic vitality of Canton. The overall
crime rate in Canton is 3% lower
than the national average. Anoth-
er way to state this is that Can-
ton is safer than 41% of other
cities in the United States. Chief
Brown encourages citizen par-
ticipation in order to reduce and
limit the opportunities for crim-
inals or would-be criminals to
break the law.

Canton Tourism has recruited
the local civic clubs and retail
businesses to help in making
sure that our local law enforce-
ment know that we appreciate
their role in economic develop-
ment for Canton. As a matter of

fact, with the degree of effort
that is going into these prepara-
tions, Canton could qualify the
celebration as part of Governor
Phil Bryant’s Economic Devel-
opment Week, which takes
place May 6-11. The Governor
and the Mississippi Economic
Development Council are ask-
ing communities to “highlight
the importance of economic
development and the good work
that they do every day.”

Guys and gals of the Canton
Police Force: Thank you for all
you do to make our community
safe and your role in economic
development for Canton by the
way your work creates a desir-
able place to live, invest and
work!

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is
married to James Foy and is
a retired Economic Developer
with the Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority. Foy is an active
participant in the community
of Canton. She is a member of
the Lions Club and on the Keep
Canton Beautiful Committee.
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Thornton Chapel UMC
holds Easter celebration

Photo by Lori Lycette
On Palm Sunday, the children of Thornton Chapel sang for the congregation before tak-
ing part in the Annual Easter Eqg Hunt, followed by a reception in the Rob Fellowship
Hall. Shown is everyone in attendance that day.

Air Force General Wallace
addresses the Rotary Club

Special to The Canton News
Retired United States Air Force two-star General John Wallace made a recent presenta-
tion to the Canton Rotary Club concerning his last flight in an F-16 over the Camp Shelby
practice fields in Hattiesburg, and also over the largest supersonic air training field in the
United States, which is offshore from Keesler Air Force Base over the Gulf of Mexico.
The F-16 flown by the Thunderbirds is the most used fighter plane in the world by NATO
allies. The first version of the F-16 cost $18 million each, but the current F-16, which con-
tains improved and updated electronics, missile systems and radar to enable it to reach
top speed, runs $200 million. Wallace has logged over 7,000 flight hours. He is shown
wearing his original flight suit, which happens to still fit. Pictured with General Wallace is
Rotary Vice President and Rich Grain Distillery owner David Rich.
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Photo by Lori Lycette

Pictured (I to r) are, front row: Elizabeth Stephenson; Sophia Tragesse; Flonzie Brown-Wright;, Cynthia Fraction, M.A.; Jordy Chavez-Estrada; and back row: Xavier Abdullahi; Elisha

Maxfield; Savannah Ellison; Habtamu Lajebo; Todd Lawrence, PhD; and David Willard, PhD.

By Lori Lycette

We March for Justice is a one-
week tour and study of the
American civil rights move-
ment which focuses on parts of
the South. Several students of
the University of St. Thomas
in St. Paul, Minnesota, recently
travelled with professors David

Willard and Todd Lawrence, as
well as Excel! Research Schol-
ars Director Cynthia Fraction,
throughout Mississippi, Ten-
nessee and Alabama to study
the civil rights movement. This
was their ninth study tour of the
South, and the eighth which has
included Canton. The group in-
vestigates the landscape of jus-

tice in America through a cul-
mination of field experiences,
museum study, readings, videos,
meetings with foot soldiers and
class discussions. Together, they
examine issues relating to race
and oppression, Jim Crow, the
strength of race and community
as a collective and how working
together helps to move America

forward. They also met with Ms.
Flonzie Brown-Wright, a foot
soldier of the civil rights move-
ment, who gave them a tour of
Canton, which ended with a lec-
ture on speaking up for what’s
right, staying strong and mak-
ing sure that your space is better
when you leave than when you
arrived.
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Tourist thankful for Good Samaritans in Canton

By Guest Columnist Bob Thomas

My name is Bob Thomas, and I
reside in Waterdown, Ontario,
Canada. Last week, a friend from
Canada and [ toured through
your city on our motorcycles. As
I approached the old Fire Hall
on the main street, my clutch ca-
ble broke. Just as I pulled over,
a young man on a sport motor-
cycle stopped and offered assis-
tance. He helped me arrange for
a tow truck and stayed with me
until my travelling companion
returned. Just as he left, a gen-
tleman, Mr. Gerald Pickle, and
his wife pulled into the drive-
way. He offered to go home and
get his trailer and take me to the

advised them that I would be in
early the next day. They stayed
with me for almost two hours to

Harley Davidson dealer in Jack-
son. As the tow truck was on the
way, I declined. Mr. Pickle called

Special to The Canton News

make sure that I was comfortable
and safe. We arranged for the tow

the dealership to inquire if they
had the part and once confirmed,

truck to drop me off at the hotel
in Canton where we were staying
for the night. The next morning, I
arranged for the same tow truck
to take me into Jackson. When I
went outside the hotel, Mr. Pickle
was there with his trailer in case
the tow truck didn’t show up. I
didn’t get the name of the young
man who initially helped, howev-
er, both he and Mr. Pickle are a
real credit to your community. It
is never a pleasant experience to
break down in a strange place,
however, in this instance it gave
me an opportunity to meet some
of your finest people. I thought
that your local media and readers
should know about these Good
Samaritans in your community.
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