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By Courtney Warren

Canton Academy (CA) recently wel-
comed home Tripp McCarty as the new 
Head of School. 
McCarty most recently served at Pillow 

Academy in an administrative role and as 
the head football coach for the past seven 
years. 
With over twenty years of experience in 

the Midsouth Association of Independent 
Schools (MSAIS), including Presbyterian 
Christian School, Brookhaven Academy, 
and Madison-Ridgeland Academy, McCa-
rty said he is aware that CA is like no other. 
“Every school is different, and I’m learn-

ing how to work to make adjustments to 
anything that needs to be improved. I want 
to learn faces, names, duties and the feel of 
the school. There’s a culture on every cam-
pus, and I want to make sure I’m aware of 
ours,” he said. 
“We’re small enough that every child on 

this campus can have a great story, and we 

can have more accomplishments in the 
classroom as well as on the field,” he add-
ed. 
McCarty is 

a CA grad-
uate himself 
from the Class 
of 1995, and 
his wife May 
(McGee) of 
2003. The cou-
ple has a four-
year-old son 
named Stock 
who will start 
in CA’s pre-
school in the 
fall. 
Being a par-

ent, McCarty 
said he has a 
further vested 
interest in see-
ing CA suc-

ceed. 
“We’ve got a lot of memories around 

every corner, 
and a lot of 
great people 
here took care 
of me. I wasn’t 
valedictorian or 
somebody that 
a lot of teach-
ers would have 
taken time 
on, but that 
was what was 
neat about this 
place,” he said. 
“I’ve always 

been invested 
in this school, 
as any of us 
should be as 
alumni. We 
should want to 
keep track of 

McCarty named Canton Academy Head of School 
our community and our alma mater,” said 
McCarty. 
With his return, McCarty is already filled 

with new ideas to ensure the success of 
each student. 
“We are focused on the whole child ev-

ery minute that we’re with them. With 
things students see in the world today, we 
want them to properly develop, grow, and 
be prepared. However, as a small, nurtur-
ing environment, we can also have good 
boundaries and provide somewhat of a 
bubble of protection on the campus,” he 
said. 
McCarty is excited to get to know the 

teaching style of every educator at the 
school and better understand what makes 
CA teachers so wonderful. 
“I don’t expect all of our classrooms 

to sound the same. If they all operate the 
same, we aren’t reaching every kid. As 
long as we’re tied together and in agree-
ment with our mission statement and goal, 

cont. on page 9
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Tripp, May, and Stock McCarty 

Travis celebrates and gives back with Soup in the City 

By Courtney Warren

When a person celebrates their birth-
day, the day is normally all about them. 
This isn’t so for Ashley Travis of Canton. 
Each year for her birthday, Travis hosts 

Soup in the City, an event she began on 

her birthday as a way to give back to her 
community.
Soup in the City took place on Hickory 

Street in downtown Canton, where free 
food, clothes, and hygiene supplies were 
given out. 
“I want to give back to the city by do-

ing different varieties of soup. They can 
get different hygiene projects and any-
thing we have to help the less fortunate. 
I started it last year for my birthday, and, 
instead of giving gifts, I asked people 
to give donations. People were so great 
about giving donations,” said Travis. 

With live music and good food, Travis 
met the cold weather with a warm heart. 
“I always give back in the Jackson 

area. Most of the time, I’ll post about 
people in need, and I’ll drive around to 
give those items out. People also will call 

All photos by The Canton News

cont. on page 7
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Spring
Forward
with us 
TODAY!

601.859.3939/877.727.4780
www.msdiscountdrugs.com

RETAIL HOURS
MON - SAT     8AM - 6PM
SUNDAY         1PM - 5PM

195 East Peach Street
276 Nissan Parkway

BOTH LOCATIONS
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By Courtney Warren

“It’s fun, faith, and food. That’s the 
atmosphere we really want it to be. 
When you come to Kylie Melons, 
you feel like you’re family,” said Ed-
die Warren, Jr., with a smile. 
The Warren family has been on the 

corner of Highways 16 and 43 for 
generations now, and, just like any 
other family, they continue to grow. 
Kylie Warren, the second son in the 

family, began selling watermelons 
during the summer out of the back of 
a pickup truck with the goal of mak-
ing money for his tuition at Missis-
sippi State University. 
Since graduation, that watermelon 

business has grown into a full-blown 
produce shop with desserts, plants, 
homemade casseroles, fresh boiled 
peanuts, and more. 
Recently, Kylie Melons closed for a 

couple of months for a grand reno-
vation.
“We’ve done a lot, and we’re so ex-

cited about it all. We have taken out 
the old tile and had the existing con-
crete fl oor repolished. We also rear-
ranged coolers and counters, so we 
could add more space in the store,” 
said Kylie. 
There will also be a Grab n’ Go 

cooler with homemade chicken sal-
ad, pimento cheese, salads, sand-
wiches, and other quick items. 

Kylie Melons produce grows in both size and love
“When we open back up, people can 

expect strawberries. They’ll be in 
season and really great,” said Kylie. 
Rather than being a simple corner 

store, Kylie Melons has taken on the 
idea that it’s more about family and 
community than business. 
Tucked on the corner beside Warren 

Used Cars, it’s not unusual to walk 
into the store and witness a Warren 
praying with one of their customers 
or praising God after hearing won-
derful news. In fact, those who look 
close enough will see an old clip-
board with worn pages full of prayer 
requests. 
“What makes this so much fun is 

the people. We really enjoy people 
coming to see us. When you come to 
Kylie Melons, you feel like you’re 
family,” said Eddie, Jr. 
With his usual grin, Kylie readily 

gave credit to everyone but himself. 
“There’s no way we could do this 

without Jesus, fi rst and foremost. I 
wouldn’t be able to do this without 
Momma, Daddy, and Papaw (Eddie, 
Sr.). There’s no way. And my broth-
ers have been a part of this too, from 
making boiled peanuts to building 
furniture and painting. My brother 
and sister-in-law make a lot of our 
custom-built gifts. My beautiful wife 
Cassidy does a lot of our social me-
dia marketing. It really is a family 
business.” 

During the renovations, the Warrens 
said they missed seeing members of 
the Canton community each day. 
“Coming from the back of the pick-

up truck to this, we’re having so 
much fun. We have a lot of new stuff 
coming on, and the people of Canton 

are excited about it. This has been 
everything I originally wanted and 
more. The people of the Canton are 
so kind and supportive,” said Kylie. 
For more information about Kylie 

Melons, visit their Facebook page or 
call 601-667-3478.

Photo  by Courtney Warren

Kylie Warren with Mayor Truly and his wife.



March 4, 2021 3

Jud Meaders, owner
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rootintootin@mac.com
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By Courtney Warren

Sometimes, when people see a 
problem, they ignore it; and, oth-

er times, people 
see a problem 
in their commu-
nity or country 
and want to do 
all they can to 
make it better.
 After strug-

gling at the 
beginning of 

his post-high school education, 
Michquel McCullough decided 
to write a book to express his 
emotions in regards to urban ed-
ucation in America. 
“I realized that I didn’t receive 

the same education as oth-
er students 
because of 
where I went 
to school. My 
road was lon-
ger and hard-
er to travel, 
which made 
me want to 
tell my story 
and write this 
book,” said 
McCullough. 

Urban 
Schools Clash 
with 14th 
Amendment: 

The Politics of 
Race and Cul-
ture gives a 
different “ac-
count of urban 
education in 
America,” ac-
cording to the 
book descrip-
tion. 
McCullough said he was in-

spired to tell his story after news 
broke in 2019 of wealthy celeb-
rities bribing colleges to admit 
their children. 
“They have the best of the best, 

and their parents are still trying 
to get their kids into the best col-
lege in the country. Coming from 
where I came from, that wasn’t 
even possible,” he said. 
While McCullough experienced 

several life-changing teachers, 

he said he felt like there needed 
to be a drastic change in the pub-
lic school system to better assist 
both teachers and parents in edu-
cating their children. 
“People want to blame parents, 

but the issue is this: when you’re 
dealing with parents from poor 
communities, they want better 
but don’t always know how to 
give it to their 
kids. We have 
to make sure we 
are all equipped 
to help students 
in the best pos-
sible way,” said 
McCullough. 

McCullough 
used history, in-
cluding Dr. Mar-

tin Luther King Jr., as inspiration 
throughout the book and even 
recreated a scene inspired by 
Brown v. Board of Education. 
“The book takes a twist, and I 

create a scene where I am the 
attorney and I’m arguing before 
the Supreme Court where we 
need government intervention 
on a large scale. I want to inspire 
others to bring about change for 
our children,” he added. 
McCullough said his book fo-

cuses on the 14th amendment 

and that every student has the 
right to life, liberty, and the pur-
suit of happiness but that all stu-
dents need to have the same op-
portunities. 
McCullough said he believes 

pursuing a better future begins in 
the classroom. 
“When it comes to teachers, we 

need to pay attention to who is in 
the classroom and 
ensure we have the 
best of the best. 
Principals need to 
put a good vetting 
system in place 
for their teach-
ers. Social media 
should be taken 
into account when 
choosing who is 
teaching within the 
schools,” he add-
ed. 
All in all, Mc-

Cullough said he-
wants his commu-
nity to strive for a 
better education 
for the youth. 
“I want these kids 

to see that we are 
passionate about 

education and giving 
them the best education 
possible. We want to let 
them know that there is 
more after graduation, 
and we want them to be 
ready for what comes 
next,” he said. 
McCullough said he 

hopes his book inspires 
parents, teachers and 
others to “vote with their 
feet” on local, state, and 
national levels to better 

the education system. 
McCullough is a native of Can-

ton and earned his bachelor of 
arts in English from Tougaloo 
College, master’s in Public Poli-
cy from Jackson State University 
and a law degree from Mississip-
pi College School of Law.
His book, Urban Schools Clash 

with 14th Amendment: The Poli-
tics of Race and Culture is avail-
able for order on Amazon, and 
he hopes to see it in local book-
stores soon.

McCullough writes to bring a new change
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Michquel McCullough

Total average savings of $865*
Let me show you how combining
home and auto policies can really

add up. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

= Savings

Car
+ Home

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 
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High speed internet 
with no contracts!!

Plans starting at 49.99 per 
month with no overages!!

WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
601-859-3433

m

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

J.D. Kelly writes name in snow.

A flea market birdhouse

All photos Special to The Canton News

All of the stores in the downtown historic district of Canton closed their doors during this cold weather.

Cousins Allie Hart Lyon and Bella Clark turn a summer toy into a sled.

The Canton Courthouse became a winter wonderland. 

With freezing temperatures, schools and businesses were forced to close as the roads became 
impassable. Residents took to the streets in the most creative ways possible for winter fun. From pool 
floats to trash can lids, Cantonnites were not without entertainment.

Semaj 
Peel, 

Jr. m
akes 

snow

angel
s.

Canton g
irls cat

ching sn
ow

flurries
. 

Kendall Spell, with her children Paxton and Brooks, enjoyed some sledding fun.
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Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

Social Distancing 
All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

Spring
Is Almost

Here!
Gardening Supplies

PERENNIALS

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

Special to The Canton News

Convenient access to care in multiple 
specialties is available for residents of 
Madison County and surrounding ar-
eas in clinics staffed by University of 
Mississippi Medical Center surgeons 
and specialists.
University Physicians (UP) has 

moved its clinic operations next to 
Merit Health Madison into Suite 204 
of Merit’s medical offi ce building at 
163 River Oaks Drive in Canton. The 
hospital is a short drive off the Nissan 
Parkway from Interstate 55.
Providers offering clinic appoint-

ments there at this time include Dr. 
Scott Berry, breast surgery; Dr. Jon-
athan Carroll, Dr. Thomas Helling 
and Dr. Jenetta Thompson, general 
surgery; Dr. Barbara Craft and Dr. 
Grace Shumaker, breast oncology; 
Dr. Jim Hurt and Dr. George Russell, 
adult orthopedics; Dr. Patrick Wright, 
pediatric orthopedics; Dr. Channing 
Twyner, pain management; Dr. Marc 
Walker and Dr. Jared Davis, plastic 
surgery; Dr. Charles Pound and nurse 
practitioner Nichole Owens, urology; 
and Dr. James Wynn and Dr. Praise 
Matemavi, dialysis and vascular ac-
cess.
 Additional specialties and providers 

may be added at a later date.
“Our Merit Health Madison vision in 

the Department of Surgery has been 
years in the making,” said Dr. Christo-
pher Anderson, James D. Hardy Pro-
fessor, and chair of the department. 
“We’re excited to open this new clinic 
to help support our UMMC surgical 
services in that hospital.”
University Physicians offers gener-

al surgery services at Merit Health 
Madison in addition to surgery spe-
cialties that include adult and pediat-
ric ophthalmology, breast and breast 
oncology, dental, oculoplastics, oral 
and maxillofacial, adult and pediatric 
orthopedics, pain management, pedi-
atric ENT, plastic surgery, oncology, 
urogynecology, urology, and dialysis 
and vascular access.
Amanda Laura serves as University 

Physicians’ surgery nurse manager at 
Merit Health Madison.
“Our clinic at Merit (Health) Madi-

son gives our patients access to Uni-
versity Physicians in a location that is 
easily accessible and closer to home,” 
said Margaret Head, UMMC chief 
ambulatory offi cer for adult services.  
Merit Health’s location just north of 

Jackson “puts many of our surgeons in 
a more convenient location for our pa-
tients in the north metro area, in addi-

tion to those traveling from the north-
ern area of the state,” said Anderson, 
who also serves as a chief periopera-
tive physician. “We are committed to 
continuing growing the specialties we 
offer at this location.”
“We are excited to provide ortho-

pedic care for our patients at Mer-
it (Health) Madison,” said Russell, 
James L. Hughes Chair of Orthopae-
dic Surgery. “The new medical offi ce 
facilities, combined with the hospital 
facilities, will allow us to expand our 
services.”
Madison retiree Morise Moore Hines, 

one of Helling’s patients, said she’s 

UP’s Merit Health Madison’s presence real ‘win-win’ for patients

glad for the opportunity to receive her 
care from him at Merit Health Madi-
son. She saw Helling Feb. 11 in antic-
ipation of scheduling surgery.
“It’s so convenient,” Hines said. “It 

takes me about fi fteen minutes if that. 
It’s a straight shot on the interstate.
“To just park in front of the building 

and get out and walk in the door … 
that’s like putting down the red car-
pet,” Hines said.
For appointments with University 

Physicians at Merit Health Madison 
Suite 204, call 601-815-9006 for or-
thopedics and 601-496-6376 for all 
other specialties.

Special to The Canton News
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Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com *268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

By Courtney Warren

The historic jail is getting a much-need-
ed facelift. 
Recently, the Board of Trustees of the 

Mississippi Department of Archives 
and History (MDAH) awarded nearly 
$3 million on behalf of the Community 
Heritage Preservation Grant program 
to eighteen preservation and restoration 
projects from across the state.
The grant allocates $250,250 for rear 

wall repair and roofi ng. 
The jail is currently used for fl ea mar-

ket activities in May and October, as 
well as by The Wool Dusters, who rent 
the building during the year for a gath-
ering of their members. Groups can rent 
the building, and Canton Tourism runs 
tours of the building.
According to Maureen Simpson, pres-

ident of the Canton-Madison Histor-
ical Society, “Since the jail was built 
in 1870, you can understand that there 
would be some necessary rehabilitation 
along the way. It has a self-guttering 
system that, over the years, with the 
aging of the unusual roof structure, has 
caused problems, that being roof leaks.”
While there have been patches and 

routine maintenance done over the 
years in the 100-year-old building, there 
is a concern about the moisture in the 
walls due to roof and gutter problems. 
Simpson explained specifi cally what 

Grant money allocated for Canton’s historic jail restoration   

Photo by Beth MacNeill

the grant will be for and said, “The 
Community Heritage Preservation 
Grant will be used to repair and repaint 
a portion of the south wall of the cell-
block.  This also will address a portion 
of the roof and the drainage, away from 
the building, that is contributing to the 
deterioration of the south wall.”
Once the Mississippi Department of 

Archives and History approves the 
plans for rehabilitation, the bidding pro-
cess can begin.  
“Canton prides itself on the historic 

nature of our community.  The Madison 
County Courthouse was built in 1852 
and is the center of our Historic Square. 
It was placed on the National Register 
in 1980 after the tornado of 1976, and 
now our entire courthouse square is on 
the National Register of Historic Plac-
es,” said Simpson. 
Simpson has a great love and appreci-

ation for the history in Canton and said, 
“Having worked for the City of Canton 
for thirty years, I do not think of histo-
ry in terms of ten to twenty years, but 
in terms of fi fty to one hundred years, 
and Canton has many structures that are 
one hundred fi fty to two hundred years 
old.”  
Mrs. Ike Edwards went on to say, “The 

Historical Association was organized to 
promote the purchase of the county jail 
and to renovate it as a museum. Mrs. 
Homer Casteel selected a group of cit-

izens whom she knew to be interested 
in preserving our history and heritage.”  
“That remains our goal today,” added 

Simpson. “It was recognized as a Mis-

sissippi Landmark in 2020.  The older 
I get, the more important history be-
comes, especially of Canton, which is 
so rich in history.”
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

By Kristi Cook

We live in an era that is fi lled with the 
illusion that we are more connected 

than ever before 
because of tech-
nology. Right at 
our fi ngertips, 
we hold devices 
that can connect 
us to people all 
over the world. 
Yet a vast num-

ber of studies 
show that we 

feel lonelier and more disconnected 
than ever before. The amount of aim-
less time we spend on social media can 
directly be related to feeling spiritually 
numb. 
Scrolling for hours can lead us spiral-

ing into an addiction of wasted time. 
Pinning recipes we will probably never 
cook, screenshotting home improve-
ments that we can’t afford, pictures 
of seemingly perfect families, reading 
comments of those fi ghting with each 
other all over the world without ever 
meeting face to face can lead us to a 
place of extreme discontent. 
We are bitter, we are bored and we are 

restless, yet at the same time comfort-
able. 

Years ago, we lived in a historic 
home in downtown Laurel. Every 

night, like clockwork, I would hear 
something come from under the house, 
up the wall clanging the pipes, and, 
with one loud swoop, enter the attic. 
This went on for months until my hus-
band fi nally met the culprit eye to eye, 
a huge opossum. 

We didn’t know how to get him out, 
so we got used to him invading our 
attic - until the day we noticed water 
damage on our den ceiling. Long story 
short, our roof was not leaking, but our 
opossum was using our attic as a per-
sonal bathroom! 
 It seemed easier to let the opossum 
stay in the attic, yet that was ridiculous 
and honestly embarrassing. When we 
realized the absurdity, the opossum 
was safely removed by an extermina-
tor the very next day! 
 Like the opossum in the attic, we al-
low the enemy to invade our lives ev-
ery day. We get comfortable allowing 
the enemy into areas of our lives. It 
seems easier to aimlessly scroll social 
media, when we could be scrolling 
God’s Word.
 Ephesians 1:17-18: “I keep asking 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so 
that you may know Him better. I pray 
also that the eyes of your heart may 
be enlightened in order that you may 
know the hope to which He has called 

you…”
 Paul “keeps asking” as a reminder to 
us to pray continually.  Prayer is to our 
spiritual lives as breathing is to our 
bodies. Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians 
in 1:17 was for them to gain access 
to the blessings available to them. To 
know Him better, the Ephesians need-
ed the same blessings we need today. 
 The blessings of wisdom and reve-
lation will give us spiritual direction, 
discernment and divine truth revealed 
by God. If we allow Him to “open 
the eyes of our heart,” we gain a su-
pernatural glimpse that can’t be seen 
with physical eyes. It’s an enlightening 
vison that allows us to be spiritually 
aware. The enemy wants us spiritually 
blinded and distracted. But God wants 
us to see with wisdom and revelation. 
 1 Thessalonians 5:6: “So then, let us 
not be like the others, who are asleep, 
but let us be alert and self-controlled.”
My prayer for you today is to know 
“the hope to which He has called you.”
Christians, let’s wake up from our 
scrolling and get the opossums out of 
the attic. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kristi Cook is the 
author of the Bible study “Ephesians 
Sealed in Christ.” She is the wife of 
Dr. Jay Cook, who is the pastor of 
First Baptist Church of Canton.
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Kristi Cook

cont. from front pageGrant money allocated for Canton’s historic jail restoration   
and let me know about people in need,” 
said Travis. 
Her community service doesn’t stop 

with Soup in the City. Travis is also in 
the Order of the Eastern Star, began the 
dance studio Dynamic Divas in Can-
ton, and cooks for daycare full time. 
“It takes a community to do some-

thing like this. People bless other 
people with soup. I just turned 38, 
and I want to do this every year,” she 
said. 
Travis thinks the biggest blessing to 

receive on her birthday is communi-
ty. 
“It’s so nice to see the community 

come together. We’re a small town, 
and it’s not about the next person; it’s 
about whatever you can do to bless 
someone else. I want to uplift others 
rather than tear them down. By us 
coming together, it really makes my 
day,” she said. 
Travis is also a member of Pine 

Grove M.B. Church and is involved 
in the youth praise ministry and owns 
Creations of Love and Catering Soul 
LLC. 
“I enjoy the talents that God bless-

ed me with, and I most enjoy serving 
others,” said Travis. 

Soup
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Cantonnites give anonymously during storms

Special to The Canton News

An anonymous donor gave the food, an anonymous restaurant cooked the food, and Kinoy Brown braved the freezing weather to distribute it all to those in need. According to 
Brown, “Those that helped wanted to remain anonymous, and I went out to exit 119 in Canton with cooked food to give to those who really need a meal.” 
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Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
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FINAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION NOTICE
*NEW HOMEOWNERS*

*OVER 65 HOMEOWNERS (FIRST TIME)*
*PEOPLE WHO FILED DEEDS IN 2020*

*MARITAL STATUS CHANGE*
*SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY (FIRST TIME)*

*TOTAL  DISABILITY VETERANS*

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN UNTIL April 1, 2021

Phone:
Canton: 601-859-1921 
Madison: 601-856-1796
In State: 1-800-428-0584  Ext. 1921

LOCATION: MADISON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR
CANTON OFFICE  - 125 West North St Room 111

MADISON OFFICE  - 171 Cobblestone Drive

O�ce Hours 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. (After hours by appointment)

Basic Information Needed When Applying For Homestead Exemption:
• Recorded Deed, Lease or Will
• Social Security Number / Date of Birth / Phone Number / Email for Applicant & Spouse
• Automobile Tag Numbers
• Settlement Statement / Closing Disclosure
• Valid MS Proof Of Identi�cation (MS Drivers License / MS Photo ID Card)
For a complete listing of requirements visit our website @ www.madison-co.com

NORMAN A. CANNADY, JR.
TAX ASSESSOR

MADISON COUNTY

PO BOX 292
Canton MS 39046

FINAL HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION NOTICE
*NEW HOMEOWNERS*

*OVER 65 HOMEOWNERS (FIRST TIME)*
*PEOPLE WHO FILED DEEDS IN 2020*

*MARITAL STATUS CHANGE*
*SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY (FIRST TIME)*

*TOTAL DISABILITY VETERANS*

APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING TAKEN UNTIL April 1, 2021

LOCATION: MADISON COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR
CANTON OFFICE- 125 West North St Room 111

MADISON OFFICE- 171 Cobblestone Dr

OFFICE HOURS 8 A.M. - 5 P.M. (AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT)

Basic Information Needed When Applying For Homestead Exemption:
Recorded Deed, Lease or Will
Social Security Number/Date of Birth/Phone Number/Email for Applicant & Spouse
Automobile Tag Numbers
Settlement Statement/Closing Disclosure
Valid MS proof of identification
(MS drivers license/MS photo identification card)
For a Complete Listing of Requirements Visit Our Web Site @ www.madison-co.com

         

     NORMAN A. CANNADY, JR.
TAX ASSESSOR

       MADISON COUNTY

PHONE: PO BOX 292
CANTON:  (601) 859-1921 CANTON MS 39046
MADISON: (601) 856-1796
IN STATE:  1-800-428-0584 EXT 1921 

MCLS offers limited browsing
and curbside service to patrons

Special to The Canton News

With more businesses opening up, the Madison County Library System (MCLS) 
continues to bring more offerings to patrons while taking great lengths to ensure the 
safety of everyone. While there is a small section available for browsing, patrons are 
invited to choose books for checkout online using their library card. Patrons can log 
in, choose their books, choose the library for pickup, and pull into a curbside spot. A 
library card is required to reserve and check out books. MCLS also offers access to 
ebooks via Libby. Computers are available by appointment. For more information, visit 
mclsms.org.

we will reach every kid,” he said. 
CA Board President Clay Taylor said the 

Board of Directors is looking forward to 
this new transition. 
“Coach (Ron) Jurney left CA in such a 

great position that Tripp could take it to 
new heights. We looked at several resumes, 
and it became more and more evident that 
Tripp was the best choice,” Taylor said. 
“It’s great that Tripp can come back to 

his home and rear his children in the same 
place he and his wife were reared,” he add-
ed. 
Ron Jurney announced his retirement 

in the fall, beginning the search for a new 
Head of School. 
Jurney had a longstanding relationship 

with Canton Academy and a successful ca-
reer in football before his retirement. 
Jurney started his football career in 1978 

at Woodland Hills. From there, he went to 
Jackson Academy (JA) and was named the 
District Coach of the year in 1979. 
After he coached at JA, he was the head 

coach at Brandon Academy (BA), where 
he was also named District Coach of the 
year. While at BA, he defeated Jackson 
Prep, as well. Jurney also coached at the 
collegiate level, including at the University 
of Mississippi, Liberty University, Univer-
sity of West Georgia, and Millsaps College 
for a total of twenty-four years. 
At Millsaps, he was inducted into their 

College Sports Hall of Fame. Finally, Jur-
ney came to Canton Academy in 2006 and 
served as the Head Football Coach for nine 
years. 
His overall record at Canton Academy is 

70 wins and 38 losses. He also won three 
District Championships and one State 
Championship. His record against Canton 
Academy’s two biggest rivals was versus 
Tri-County with eight wins, two losses, 
and against Leake, four wins and four 
losses. Overall, Jurney was a five-time Dis-
trict Coach of the Year for high school, a 
one-time State Coach of the Year for high 
school, and a one-time College Conference 
Coach of the Year. 
During his coaching career, he had 37 

former high school players go on to play 
college football and seven former college 
players go on to play in the NFL. 
After being Head of School for six years 

and 13 years on staff overall, Jurney has 
passed the torch to McCarty and said he 
has many fond memories of his time at 
CA. 
“I am confident that the school is posi-

tioned for continued success,” Jurney said. 
For more information about Canton 

Academy, visit cantonacademy.org. 
Canton Academy has existed for some 

fifty-four years and has a long-standing tra-
dition of excellence in both academia and 
athletics. 

McCarty
cont. from front page
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By Courtney Warren

I have never been one to cook 
or bake, so I was surprised 
when a Kitchenaid stand mixer 
showed up at my house in No-
vember. 
I was in a season of grief and 

put the box in our spare bed-
room, closed the door, and for-
got its existence. 
Work picked up, life picked 

back up, and the seasons 
changed, but it was two months 
later when I found myself in 
the same place again. I was 
shrouded in grief once more 
and alone in my home for days 
on end. 
I’m not one that sits still and, 

as I’d read every fi ction book 
in the house, I fi nally picked up 
a few cookbooks off our coffee 
table. Like I said, I was desper-
ate. 
When I saw a recipe for oat-

meal cream pies in Magnolia,
I was intrigued; so I pulled the 
mixer out of the box. I baked 
my way through that cookbook 

on the table:
Oatmeal Cream Pies   

Oatmeal Cream Pies
Ingredients: 
• 1 ¼ cups unsalted butter at 

room temp

• 1 cup packed light brown sugar

• ½ cup granulated sugar

• 1 large egg at room temp

• 2 tsp pure vanilla extract (I’ve 

used almond before as well)

• 1 tsp dark molasses

• 1 ½ cups all-purpose fl our

• ½ tsp salt

• ¼ tsp ground cinnamon

• 3 cups of quick-cooking oats

Filling:
• ¾ cup unsalted butter at room 

temp

• 1 tsp pure vanilla extract

• 2 ½ cups powdered sugar

• 1 tbsp milk

Preparation:

This makes about 36 sandwiches. 

in two days. 
I made everything I had ingre-

dients for, and, by the time my 
family came home, the kitchen 
was fi lled with cookies, pies, 
meats, appetizers, and sweets. 
I put that grief into action and 
poured it into the mixing bowl 
right beside the powdered sug-
ar. I tucked it into the dough 
with the eggs, and I baked it 
into the cookies at 375 degrees. 
I created something when I felt 
the most broken. 
Out of that sadness, I was able 

to make something that my stu-
dents request on a regular ba-
sis. I have students I’ve never 
taught come into my room for a 
good morning hug and a cook-
ie. They have brought about 
conversation when I could hear 
only silence.
I’ve never been one to bake, 

but I am one to compartmen-
talize. I’ve put my sorrow in 
a box, but, in that sorrow, I’ve 
found this one small thing I do 
well, and I’m glad to share it. 

1. Preheat the oven to 375 degrees, and line three baking sheets with 
parchment paper. 
2. Cream butter, brown sugar, and granulated sugar on medium speed 

until light and fl uffy. Slowly beat in the egg, vanilla, and molasses, and 
mix until smooth. 
3. In a medium bowl, whisk together the fl our, baking soda, salt, cin-

namon, and oats until combined. Then slowly add this mixture to the 
creamed butter until combined. 
4. Use a spoon to portion out the dough and roll it into balls. Place 

those on the cookie sheet. I make about 12 per sheet. 
5. When you get the fi rst sheet done, put it in the fridge. As you fi ll 

each cookie sheet, refrigerate it. 
6. Take your fi rst cookie sheet out, and place it in the oven for 8 min-

utes. After 8 minutes, turn the cookie sheet sideways and bake for 2 more 
minutes. This is a trick my mother-in-law taught me, and I have no clue 
why it works - but it makes the cookies soft. 
7. Once the cookies are done, let them completely cool. 
8. While cookies bake, make the fi lling. Cream the butter on high until 

light and fl uffy, then beat in the vanilla. 
9. Lower the speed, and beat in the powdered sugar a little at a time. 

I always add more than the recipe calls for. Beat in the milk. When it’s 
smooth, increase the speed and mix until it’s fl uffy. 
10. When your cookies are completely cooled, make your sandwiches 

by putting the fi lling in between two cookies. 

SIMMONS CATFISH

 Fax # 662-746-8625

for all processing positions
in the plant.

Good Hours, Pay and Benefits.

To apply: Go to Simmonscat�sh.com 
or pickup an application at the plant.
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Warren Used Cars

Three Generations of Warrens: Eddie, Jr., Eddie, Sr. and Kylie

Proudly Serving Canton and 
Madison County for 30 years.

Where Customers Become Friends

By Courtney Warren

After freezing temperatures and an ice 
storm left Canton residents under a boil 
water notice and without water, Canton 
Mayor William Truly and the Board 
of Aldermen, with the help of Canton 
Municipal Utility, Canton Police De-
partment, and others, took matters into 
their own hands and distributed water 
to residents.
“The city of Canton, like many other 

cities, suffered personal harm, anguish, 

and stress as a consequence of this act of 
God. It was a never-before-seen event 
for so many of our citizens. Water pres-
sure was low, personal needs unavail-
able, and water unavailable...but there 
were those of us working night and day 
to address this problem and make the 
lives of our citizens better,” said Truly.  
An emergency proclamation was is-

sued, allowing the Board to issue drink-
ing water to citizens. Water was handed 
out at the Canton Multipurpose Com-
plex. 

Canton mayor and aldermen
distribute bottled water

Special to The Canton News

RIDGELAND, MISSISSIPPI
renaissance at colony park

Experience an open-air, one-of-a-kind weekend 
featuring the Ridgeland Fine Arts Festival, 

Santé South Sampling Palates, Run Now Wine Later 5K 
and the Natchez Trace Century Ride.

april 30-
may 2

2021

ArtWineAndWheels.com + Facebook.com/ArtWineAndWheels
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601.859.5231   I    www.CantonAcademy.org

WE L   VE
THE 

BIG CA!
Join us! Enrolling NOW!

By Courtney Warren

Pastor Kathy L. Amos was inspired 
to start using her “Queen Be” T-shirt 
line as a ministry to bless women 
“who are Queens but have been bro-
ken, battered, crushed, and left to 
fi ght alone by friends, family, and or 
loved ones.”
With 12 designs available online 

now and at least 40 new ones yet to 
be created, Amos said, “I feel that 
they’d be worn best by women that 

truly need to be encouraged, inspired, 
and celebrated.”
All proceeds of Queen Be T-shirts 

will go towards the purchase of a 
t-shirt for a Queen who truly needs 
to feel loved and special. The T-shirts 
will also go to women organizations 
that minister to broken women ages 
18 and older.
Visit www.sheshops.us to nominate 

someone to receive a free “Queen 
Be” shirt and learn more about the 
mission behind this organization.

“Queen Be” Empowered
movement blesses in style

Special to The Canton News

Amos encourages everyone to support Queens

Special to The Canton News 

Seventh- and eighth-grade math students at Canton Academy finished up a lesson on unit price with a trip to the Piggly Wiggly in Canton 
where they compared items to find which was the best deal. “It’s fun to see students use math lessons we’ve learned in class out in the real 
world,” said Mrs. Martin.

Canton Academy students use math in the real worldCanton Academy students use math in the real world

Special to The Canton News Special to The Canton News

Seventh-grader Adyn Reams uses his math 
skills to figure out a good deal. 

Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Katelynn Carroll, Mylee Thomas, Sam Martin, Ian Choppala, Andrew 
Willis and Dankera Ford; and back row:: Bradley Watson, Josiah Smith, Ethan Whitt, Cruz Johnson, 
Noah Gardener and William Pace. 
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Save Energy
and

Turn off lights. 
Adjust the thermostat. 

Work smart. 
Close the fridge. 
Cook efficiently. 
Run full loads. 

Take shorter showers.

By Courtney Warren

I love to know things, especially the 
facts and history of my home. I knew 
everything there was to know about Bo-
livar County as I pounded the pavement 
for The Bolivar Commercial. Moving 
from Cleveland, Mississippi, to Canton 
was one of the hardest seasons of my life, 
because I knew I had found my forever 
home on South Lefl ore in the Delta. 
My daughter Berit has a book called The 

Little House that we love to read before 
bed. It tells the story of Little House when 
it was built in the 1800s and up to the point 
when it was surrounded by skyscrapers. 
Little House is sad, because it can’t watch 

the stars anymore and everyone rushes by. 
It also can’t smell the apple trees. Even-
tually, the great great great granddaughter 
fi nds Little House, and, because it was so 
well-built, she’s able to move it back to 
the country. Little House is happy again, 
because it can enjoy the slow life. 
I get attached to my homes and like to 

think of them as Little House. When we 
moved from our tiny rental into our home 
on South Lefl ore, we named it Mega 
House. It was huge! Just like me actually, 
because I was seven months pregnant at 
the time. 
Our house belonged to the late Dorothy 

Shawhan, former Delta State University 
English professor, author of Lizzie, and 
so many other wonderful titles. She held 

her last class of each semester on her 
screened-in porch fi lled with plants. I took 
her creative fi ction and non-fi ction cours-
es, so those classes consisted of reading 
our work. She was always encouraging, 
even when my writing was trash. 
I like to think of Mega House as quiet 

and calm during those days. It soaked in 
the stories told and the stories she wrote 
in her living room surrounded by books. 
It kept her warm and safe and comforted. 
Mega House was also very well read. 
A few years after I graduated, I had the 

opportunity to interview Ms. Dorothy in 
the living room of Mega House for Spot-
light magazine, as I had become the se-
nior staff reporter for The Bolivar Com-
mercial. After she passed, Mega House 
became available. 
Not long after, Brett and I sat in the fl oor 

of Mega House, our very own home, with 
not even close to enough furniture to fi ll 
it, and were giddy. It was unthinkable that 
we could own something so special. So 
amazing. 
I think Mega House stretched its wooden 

bones and woke up that day. It had much 
to be excited for, with a new baby and 
new adventures. We painted and cleaned, 
swept, and laughed. 
I placed Lizzie on a stand in the dining 

room, a treasure to both myself and Mega 
House. 
I think Mega House laughed, too, and 

showed that when the ginkgo tree once 

Letter from the editor: This Mega House  

again produced bright yellow foliage after 
having been dormant since Ms. Dorothy 
left. 
Mega House was excited!
In the middle of the night, it comforted a 

tired mom during nursing sessions. 
In the day, it held strong to the sticky 

notes of prayer placed all over the walls 
for that same anxious new mom. Months 
later, when little hands and feet began to 
explore the fl oors, I like to think Mega 
House provided a little extra cushion for 
some of those falls. 

Special to The Canton News

cont. on page 16
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LOOSE DENTURES?
Mini Dental Implants can secure your denture

and help you eat, laugh, speak, and smile
with confidence

Non-surgical, no cutting or stitching
Fast healing, eat your favorite meal 
the same day
Half the cost of traditional implants
Never use adhesives again

www.ryantracydmd.com/minidental implants .aspx

0% INTEREST
FINANCING
AVAILABLE

Call today for your
FREE CONSULTATION

X-RAYS, and EXAM.
($150 value)

DR. RYAN TRACY
Family Dentistry

601-924-0770

REMEMBER WHEN: 
Memories of Hesta Pierson   

By Hesta Pierson

When I was a child, the biggest 
cash crop in the Canton area was 
cotton.  I remember picking cotton 
with my dad.  Everyone in the fam-
ily would pick cotton by hand from 
early until late.  
We picked and put the cotton into 

long cotton sacks that were swung 
over one shoulder and pulled be-
hind.  We emptied our full sacks 
into a big cane cotton basket.  When 
the basket was fi lled, the cotton was 
stored in a little house located in the 
fi eld that my daddy made for the 
purpose of keeping the cotton un-
til four to six bales of cotton were 
picked before going to market.  
A bale of cotton weighed 1,500 

pounds, and, once the bales were 
picked, the cotton house was emp-
tied onto a cotton wagon.  
The cotton was taken to Forest, 

Mississippi, to sell.  This was a long 
trip for a wagon pulled by a team of 
horses.  Several neighbors would go 

along with my dad to help, in case 
the wagon and team of horses got 
stuck in the mud.  The neighbors 
would unhook the wagon from the 
team stuck in the mud, and one of 
their teams would be hitched to the 
wagon for pulling it out of the mud.   
Forest was so far from Canton, the 

group had to spend one night on the 
road. 
For years, my daddy kept geese 

to eat the grass out of the cotton.  
Mother and I would drive the geese 
to their pens, where we could catch 
them one at a time to pluck their 
feathers.  This was a very hot job, 
not only because of the weather, 
but also because those geese would 
bite and scratch with their feet to get 
away.  They did not like us pick-
ing their feathers, and oh, how they 
would fi ght.  
Mother used the feathers for pil-

lows and for feather beds.  Boy, was 
I glad when we had all the feather 
beds and pillows we needed and 
daddy sold those geese.   

H
Rob, Hettie and Rachel - and also had a stepbrother, 
Ray W. Cox.  Pierson was educated in the Canton 
Public Schools; and, after graduating from a business 
school in Jackson, became an auditor for the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.  After retiring from the IRS, she 
spent hours searching the genealogy of her family, 
even making several trips to Ireland.  Some of her 
fi ndings are documented in the Madison County his-
tory book, The Land Between Two Rivers. Pierson 
passed away on July 14, 2009. The Canton News is 
pleased to be able to publish some of Hesta Pierson’s 
memories in this and upcoming issues. 

esta Foy Pierson was born in Canton, Mis-
sissippi, on January 7, 1913. She was the 

Special to The Canton News

Hesta Foy Pierson, 1913-2009
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Ages 8 - 12:   July 12th – July 16th 2021
Monday-Thursday 9 am – 4 pm Friday 9 am to 12 pm

Ages 13 – 18:   July 19th – July 23rd 2021
Monday – Thursday 9 am – 4 pm Friday 9 am to 12 pm.

REGISTER TODAY AT CANTONTOURISM.COM/EVENTS
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®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent
601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 

Get a new lease on
renters insurance.

Did you know landlord’s insurance only covers the building? 
Protect your valuables. There’s no reason to take a chance. 

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.
GET A BETTER STATE

CALL ME TODAY for all your realtor’s 
auto and life insurance needs!

Just Pennies a day.

TM

Virtual learning with a smile

Special to The Canton News

Kaleb Amos from Ms. Jena Perry’s fi rst grade at Rueben B Meyers School of Arts and 
Science isn’t bothered by the snow and ice outside. Instead, he’s excited to have a 
class with his friends and meets them with a grin. 

Mega House gave us our fi rst Christmas, 
our fi rst bath, our fi rst steps. Mega House 
laughed as we held celebrations, danced, 
sang, and played. Mega House kept us 
safe when we were sick or scared, and 
gave us that same cushion when we fell 
to our knees in prayer during diffi cult sea-
sons in our lives. 
I’ve never done something as hard as 

packing up Mega House. I think Mega 
House cried along with me. I packed up 
our memories, swept the fl oors, and ran 
my fi ngers across the place where my 
baby took her fi rst steps for the very last 
time. We went room to room and said 
goodbye to Mega House. We sat on the 
porch, and everyone cried when we closed 
the door to Mega House one last time. 
I know people say a house is not a home 

and what matters are the people, but after 
loving and living in Mega House, I have 

to disagree. Mega House loved us, too. 
Mega House laughed and played with us, 
it protected us, it listened to our stories. 
We left Mega House and moved into 

Fancy House— a newborn home in Can-
ton that will grow with Berit through the 
years. I’m thrilled to learn more about 
our home through my position at Canton 
News. 
While I look forward to the memories to 

come, pieces of our favorite family mem-
bers are here. 
One of the doors removed during reno-

vations sits in the living room corner with 
a wreath. 
The brick we used to prop open the 

swinging kitchen doors is on a shelf in my 
bedroom. 
We won’t ever forget Mega House. I’d 

like to believe Mega House won’t forget 
us, either. 

Mega
cont. from page 13


