
PRST STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CANTON, MS
PERMIT NO. 3

Canton News
P.O. Box 1163, Canton, MS  39046

By Inesha Jackson

The City of Canton’s Fire Chief, 
Kenna Pierce Sr., is gladly giv-

ing back to 
the Canton 

communi-
ty through 
service and 
leadership. 

Pierce is 
the proud 
husband of 
21 years to 
Charmaine 

Johnson 
Pierce and a proud father of two 
children, Kenna Pierce Jr., and 

Kinsley Grace Pierce. He is a 
member of the Mary Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, where 
he serves as a deacon, a Sun-
day school teacher, usher board 
member, and a male choir mem-
ber.
Before becoming a firefighter, 

he served in the United States 
Navy as a technician for four 
years. Pierce has moved up 
through the ranks from a basic 
firefighter to a firefighter/EMT 
to a firefighter driver/operator 
to second lieutenant to first lieu-
tenant to acting captain to now 
serving as the fire chief. 

City Spotlight: Kenna Pierce, Canton Fire Chief   
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By Courtney Warren 

The Canton Academy (CA) Var-
sity Panthers took on the Green-
ville Christian School (GCS) 
Saints last month for the MSAIS 
3A State Championship in a Da-
vid-and-Goliath-style football 
game.
Due to COVID policies and the 

new ability to bring in players 
from neighboring districts, GCS 
was able to create an unstoppable 
team, finishing their season on a 
nine-game winning streak. The 
Saints outscored their opponents 
536-144.
With all of that in mind and 

knowing the stats for their oppo-
nent, the sidelines were not what 
one might expect from a team 
well aware they are outmatched.
The Canton Academy Varsity 

Panthers might have lost a foot-
ball game, but what they did not 
lose was heart.
The Panthers started the game 

with a twelve-play, 39-yard drive 
that took nearly eight minutes off 
the clock. Unfortunately, it ended 

on a failed 4-and-12 outside the 
red zone.
With the stands having only 

standing room as they were 
packed to the brim with Panther 
fans, the boys continued to cheer 
one another on.
When the opposing Goliaths got 

Canton Academy Panthers show spirit at state

cont. on page 6
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mouthy, the Panther men kept 
their heads high and their words 
positive as they focused on the 
brotherhood that brought them to 
the state championship in the first 
place.
Senior Taylor Pratt, kicker for the 

Panthers, said, “If someone told 

me last year that this team was 
going to a state championship, I 
would’ve laughed in their face. 
When the new coaching staff ar-
rived, they told us that they have a 
vision, a vision of going to a state 
championship. A ring is cool and 

“I was in the Navy as a techni-
cian, and I always said to my-
self that when I got out, I would 
become a firefighter/EMT for 
the City of Canton. I wanted 
to come back out of the mili-
tary and serve my community to 
give back in any way possible,” 
Pierce said. 
 In his 27 years of being a fire-

fighter, Pierce’s major accom-
plishment is elevating through-
out the ranks and becoming the 
fire chief of two years for his 
hometown. In the near future, he 
plans to keep the fire department 
moving in a positive direction. 

“As fire chief, my main respon-
sibility is to lead other firefight-
ers and to ensure the safety of all 
people. Every day, I’m motivat-
ed by the teamwork my cowork-
ers and I have. On a day-to-day 
basis, I enjoy knowing that they 
are doing a great job,” Pierce 
said. 
“Helping people and seeing 

their reactions when problems 
are solved are rewarding in it-
self. Knowing that I have helped 
someone out of a bad situation 
and that I am able to give back 
to the community is the absolute 
best part of my job,” Pierce said. 
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Kenna Pierce Sr.
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1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

Centurion Defender - Helps fight off Covid-19 infection.
Centurion Defender is an immunity boost that helps your body fight and 
defend itself  against viral and bacterial infections.  Active Ingredients - 
Quercetin / Vitamin C / Vitamin D / Zinc / Copper.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM MOSBY
$18.99ONLY
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RETAIL HOURS

195 East Peace Street
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-3939

LOCATION 1

SUNDAY                 1PM - 5PM
MON - SAT            8AM - 6PM

RETAIL HOURS

276 Nissan Parkway
Canton, MS 39046

601-855-7330

LOCATION 2

MON - FRI       8:30AM - 5:30PM

at our 195 East Peace Street location!

Pickup

5PM
Pickup

5PM www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Centurion Defender
- Helps fight off Covid-19 infection.

Centurion Defender is an immuni-
ty boost that helps your body fight 
and defend itself  against viral and 
bacterial infections.  Active Ingre-
dients - Quercetin / Vitamin C / 
Vitamin D / Zinc / Copper.

$18.99ONLY

MERRY CHRISTMAS

By Courtney Warren

A Madison County jury ruled in fa-
vor of William Truly in an election 
challenge brought by his Republi-
can opponent Chip Matthews.
The jury found that the proper Can-

ton Municipal Democratic Execu-
tive Committee and that the Canton 
Municipal Election Commission 
had not qualified Truly or Matthews 
prior to the general election or certi-
fied the results.
However, the jury ruled that the 

failure to follow those proper proce-
dures did not influence the election, 
and that, because Truly received 
more votes, he was the duly elected 
mayor.
According to Mayor Truly, “We 

will move forward. I’m glad this is 
behind us. There never should have 
been a trial, but it’s now over. We are 
moving forward with several proj-
ects. We have to address the issue 
of gun violence by bringing camer-
as to businesses and lightening up 
the city and in high-crime areas. We 
want our citizens and visitors to feel 
safe and secure in Canton.”
“We are excited Amazon is here 

and bringing jobs to Canton. We are 
looking at major housing projects, 
as well.”
With a focus on bringing the vio-

lence in the city to a halt and mak-
ing residents feel safe, Truly said he 
believes the future is bright for the 
City of Canton.

Truly’s position solidified by the court 

Special to The Canton News

Old World Christmas 
ornaments available at 

La Di Da
3334 N. LIBERTY STREET | 601.859.8106 | WWW.SHOPLADIDA.COM
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National Honor Society officers Carli Cooper, Starr Spivey, Graham Lambert, Advisor Alison Martin, Reese Willis, Eliza Lightheart and 
Madi Cochran.

Panthers inducted into National Honor Society

By Courtney Warren

Recently, Canton Academy (CA) 
held their National Honor Society 
induction.
Led by Advisor Alison Martin, each 

inductee pledged the following:
I pledge myself always to see the 

light or truth, to hold as fundamen-
tal and worthy an untarnished char-

acter, to hold scholarly habits, to en-
gage in worthy service, and to lead 
forward in all things that shall ad-
vance the welfare of Canton Acad-
emy.
New inductees included Rebekah 

Bonner, Hannah Dill, Finley Ezell, 
Cooper Lampkin, Anna Claire 
Mabry, Redding Walker, Summer 

Hederman, Daniel Spivey, Ashlyn 
Thompson, Heath Dodson, Daniel 
Espino, Amelia Cook, Mary Palmer 
Tupman, Addison Cado, Ian Chop-
pala, Trinity Craig, Tanner Floore, 
Tillie Oglesbee, Maggie Penn, Adyn 
Reams, Sean Sadler, Mac Stacey, 
Lila Thomas, Mackenzie Turner, 
and Houston Williams.

Special to The Canton News

John Hollis Hutchinson and CA Headmaster 
Tripp McCarty

Hutchinson awarded Heisman High School Scholarship
By Courtney Warren

John Hollis Hutchinson, a senior at 
Canton Academy, was recently named 
the School Winner and State Winner 
of the Heisman High School Scholar-
ship presented by Acceptance Insur-
ance. Hutchinson was excited to re-
ceive the scholarship and said, “I feel 
blessed to be honored for this national 
scholarship. Sometimes life sets you 
up to shine, sometimes it requires a lot 
of hard work. This scholarship is truly 
a culmination of years of hard work 
and determination to be the very best 
that I can be; not only on the athletic 
field, but also in the classroom.”
“We couldn’t be more proud of John 

Hollis. CA is proud of both our stu-
dents and our athletes. I have no 
doubt this work ethic will continue to 
be a valuable tool in the future,” said 
Headmaster Tripp McCarty.
Hutchinson currently plays third 

base, catcher, pitcher, and second and 
third base for the Canton Academy 
varsity baseball team.
“I’ve been taught my whole life to 

glorify God in all of my actions. On 
the field and in the classroom, I strive 
to find ways to glorify Him over my-
self. This action in itself has made me 
the well-rounded individual that I am.  
The importance of being well-round-
ed for me is to give me more platforms 
in my daily life to show the world that 

my number one goal is to glorify God. 
The way I work, the way I play, the 
way I study, and even the way I walk 
the hallways. Him over me,” said 
Hutchinson.
Hutchinson is committed to play 

baseball at Hinds Community College 
under Coach Dan Rives. At Hinds, he 
plans to study computer science and 
general studies. 
“I would like to use collegiate base-

ball to elevate me into a senior col-
lege, where I can study architecture or 
engineering,” he said.
He boasts a 4.0 GPA and is a mem-

ber of the National Honor Society and 
Madison County Youth Leadership. 

He is a member of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes and is on top of his 
scholarly duties. John Hollis also has 
an after-school job.
He will attend a banquet at the Mis-

sissippi Sports Hall of Fame to re-
ceive a trophy and be recognized for 
his achievements.
Eligibility for the High School 

Heisman begins with maintaining 
a weighted GPA of 3.0 (B average) 
or better. Applicants also need to be 
proven leaders and role models with-
in their school and community. Ap-
plicants must also participate or have 
participated in grades 9, 10, or 11 in at 
least one of the sports recognized by 
the International Olympic Committee 
in the Summer and Winter Olympic 
Games, the Paralympic Games, or 
the National Federation of State High 
School Associations.
State winners receive a $1,000 schol-

arship.
The twelve National Finalists are se-

lected from 100 State Winners, made 
up of six senior males and six senior 
females from each of the six geo-
graphic regions.
A judging panel will select one se-

nior male and one senior female from 
the 12 National Finalists as National 
Winners. The two National Award 
Winners will receive a $10,000 col-
lege scholarship.

Total average savings of $865*
Let me show you how combining
home and auto policies can really

add up. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

= Savings

Car
+ Home

601-859-8554
arnel.bolden.c846@statefarm.com 
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SECURITY CAMERAS
FENCED & LIGHTED
ELECTRONIC GATE ACCESS

601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.ACCESS
201 N. Hargon St. Canton, MS 39046

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

Special to The Canton News

While the varsity boys team fell short, the varsity girls and JV boys were able to secure 
wins. All teams have seen major success so far this season and are preparing for more 
victories.

Goodloe makes singular 
touchdown in championship game

Photo by Courtney Warren

By Courtney Warren

​​With the Greenville Christian 
Saints (GCS) known for shut out 
scores, the Canton Academy (CA) 
Panthers weren’t going to go home 
without putting numbers on the 
board. Marcus Goodloe, senior for 
the CA varsity Panthers, scored the 
only touchdown after a 15-yard 
fumble recovery during the MSAIS 
3A state championship against the 
Saints. 
“Scoring the touchdown in the 

state championship game meant a 

lot to me and my team. I think it 
just made a statement to let every-
body know that, even though we 
were losing, we haven’t quit, and 
that we’re not intimidated by the 
other team. It also meant a lot to 
me that I was able to score the last 
touchdown for our team on my se-
nior season in the state champion-
ship. While it didn’t end the way I 
wanted it to, I wouldn’t rather play 
for any other team in the world. I 
love all my brothers,” said Good-
loe.

Special to The Canton News

Canton High School Tigers and 
Lady Tigers recently played the St. 
Andrews Saints. The Varsity Boys 
Saints were down 11-0 to start the 
game, but the Varsity Tigers fell 
short when the Saints pulled away in 
the second half and won 63-49.

The Lady Tigers were victorious, 
with a 62-29 victory making their 
record 7-1.
CHS JV Boys teams closed the door 

on St. Andrew’s with a final score of 
33-23. Schyler Chambers’ impressed 
the crowd with a slam dunk, helping 
secure a win for his team.

Canton High School matches 
up against St. Andrew’s Saints school
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15TH ANNUAL “SIP ‘N CIDER”!

Friday, December 10, 2021

5:00pm - 9:00pm

  

NOW – DECEMBER 23, 2021

601.859.1307   | 800.844.3369 

VISIT CANTONTOURISM.COM FOR EVENT DETAILS. 

Once again, Canton brings Christmas memories to life. The city of lights sparkles this 

holiday season with a towering 4 story LED Christmas tree. Enjoy HOLIDAy rides on the 

historic Canton Square and be mesmerized by the new signature light display, Nemo!  Come 

visit  Mrs. Claus and her band of Characters and bask in the spirit of holiday tradition. 

Shop, dine or curl up for the night during Canton’s Christmas Festival Now through the 

23rd .  Make your Christmas memories happily ever after in Canton.
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all, but nothing is ever going to 
beat the brotherhood and bonds 
that we made this year.”
 “We went to the state champion-
ship as a team. I have to say, do not 
take anything for granted, ever.”
Coming back from the locker room 
prepared to give it their all once 
again, the defense put the Panthers 
on the board in the second half be-
hind senior Marcus Goodloe’s 15-
yard fumble recovery for a touch-
down.
Junior stunner Daniel Ford, one 

of the largest Panthers on the 
team, came off of the field after 
a long drive and said, “They’re 
good. These guys are good foot-
ball players, but we aren’t going 
to quit. We’re brothers, and we’re 
going to go until the clock runs 
out.”
The idea of brotherhood be-

gan from the summer months all 
the way until that exact moment,  
when the clock ran out. While 
many teams would have accepted 
defeat, given up, or even racked 
up personal fouls out of anger and 

frustration, the boys in black and 
gold did none of that. The side-
lines were nothing but encourag-
ing words, dabs and teamwork.
As the buzzer sounded and the 

Panthers saw the final score of 
46-6, they shook hands with their 
opponents, some even friends out-
side of the gridiron.
“Remember this moment. These 

boys deserve some respect. This 
is a great team, and you would 
much rather play them then some 
of the teams you’ve played this 
season,” said MSAIS Director 
of Athletics Chris Chance as the 
Saints and Panthers circled up to 
pray at the end of the game. Mum-
bles of agreement were heard from 
around the large huddle.
After the game, senior Barnes 

Wadford said, “The best thing to 
me about being a part of a team is 
watching my teammates succeed 
and celebrating with them when 
they do. Going to the state cham-
pionship is any athlete’s dream, 
and we did it together. There is 
no one on my team who doesn’t 

give their all when they take the 
field. These guys will always be 
my brothers.” 
Wadford had the opportunity to 
play with his younger brother, 
Samuel Wadford, a junior on the 
team.
As the Panthers accepted second 

place, tears on the cheeks of the 
seniors who were standing on the 
field for their final time, junior 
Bert Goodloe shouted into the 
huddle, “Remember this moment. 
Remember this feeling. We are 
brothers. We’re going to be back 
on this field to play for state again. 
Remember how we feel right now. 
We can do this.”
Surrounded by his family, Chaney 

Hale also had his little brother on 
the sidelines. Rhett Hale served as 
ball boy for the varsity Panthers 
and attended every game.
Whether blood relation or not, 

Hale said playing with his team is 
a memory he will cherish.
“It was one of the best moments 

of my life. Even though we came 
up short, we got to where we want-

ed to be. I wouldn’t want to have 
done it with any other group out 
there,” said Hale.
“It was an honor to have such a 

great team behind us. Over the 
summer and through the season, 
we grew to become this brother-
hood,” said senior Holden Chan-
dler.
The Panthers fell short with a fi-

nal score of 46-6, ending their sea-
son with a 10-3 record under first-
year CA Head Coach Gage Posey. 
All good things must come to an 
end, and, while the Panthers would 
have loved a ring, they have a win-
ning season to hang their helmets 
on.
“Our senior season went by too 

fast. Never be scared to just stop 
and take it all in, because you nev-
er know when it’s going to come 
to an end,” added Pratt.
With nothing but a bright future 

and several superstar starters re-
turning to the field next year, the 
Panthers anticipate a successful 
road to the state championship 
once again.

State

By Inesha Jackson

Koby Boone, a Canton Elemen-
tary first- and third-grade teacher, 
is excited to get students engaged 
in her new reading initiative, the 
BeYOUnique project, after re-
ceiving a grant from the Junior 
Auxiliary of Madison County.
“My number one goal for my 

students is that they always re-
member that they can do so many 
things in life. We strive every day 
to become better students, bet-
ter readers, better teachers, and 
better people. We eliminate the 
words ‘I can’t’ from my class-
room and replace them with ‘I 
will,’” Boone said. 
Boone is a graduate of the Uni-

versity of Southern Mississippi 
with two bachelor’s degrees - 
one in speech-language patholo-
gy and the other in  elementary 
education. Before completing her 
elementary education degree and 
endorsement in special education, 
she worked as a speech therapist. 
Boone has also spent 18 months 
in Mexico as a missionary for the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-Day Saints, where she served 
others and learned to speak flu-
ently in Spanish. 
 “Some of my major accom-

plishments as an educator have 
been winning three grants for my 
students and Canton Elementary. 
These have included a reading 
program and flexible seating to 

help all students. Another accom-
plishment - and the one dearest 
to my heart - has been seeing the 
growth and accomplishments of 
my students. To see my students 
improving a grade level or more 
in reading, learning how to write 
their names without assistance, 

overcom-
ing physical 
challenges, 

and develop-
ing self-con-
fidence have 
been reward-
ing in itself,” 
Boone said.  
The Junior 
Auxiliary 

of Madison 
County pro-
vides for 
the needs of 
schools in 
the Madison 
County area 
through their 

mini-grant 
program. 

One can re-
ceive a grant 
for up to 
$500. Appli-
cants for the grant must be able 
to provide the number of children 
that will be reached, the purpose 
of the grant, and how it works 
within the classroom. Boone’s 
BeYOUnique project will sup-

port at least 60 third graders at 
Canton Elementary by motivat-
ing students to improve their 
reading skills and to recognize 
how unique it is to be different. 
The project is designed to reach 
students from all backgrounds. It 
is designed to get students excit-

ed about read-
ing about who 
they are and 
accepting that 
being unique is 
beautiful. 
“Books are 

one of the 
few places 
where chil-
dren may meet 
people like or 
unlike them-
selves. The 
BeYOUnique 

project opens 
doors to a di-
verse class-
room, which 
can and will 
allow students 
the ability to 
find out more 
about who they 
are and where 

they come from. It will also show 
them how and even why it is 
possible to accept others who are 
different from them-YOUnique-
ly different,” Boone said. 
At Canton Elementary, Boone 

is known for making the learning 
environment fun for her students 
by creating new and innovative 
ways for students to excel. 
“Learning can always be fun. 

It doesn’t have to be worksheets 
and books all the time. We lis-
ten to songs/raps about the stan-
dards we are learning. We apply 
movement to remember how to 
find character traits or how to 
find the point of view in a text. 
During review week, we creat-
ed a carnival-themed week of 
learning. The students earned 
tickets by using strategies in an-
swering questions, helping oth-
ers, and meeting personal goals 
and then using those tickets to 
play carnival games,” Boone 
said. She is planning many more 
fun activities to get students 
engaged in learning, such as a 
Winter Olympics-themed learn-
ing initiative. 
“Curiosity is one of the most 

inspiring characteristics of our 
students. They love to gather 
as much information as possi-
ble. . .Having the Be YOUnique 
project will help teachers value 
unique aspects that make each 
student different, which allows 
them to embrace the differenc-
es in the classroom. This, in 
turn, creates a positive learning 
outcome that can be created by 
having different and divergent 
perspectives,” Boone said.

Boone shares “BeYOUnique” Reading Project
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RELOCATED TO 115 WEST PEACE STREET
BUTTROSS BUILDING ON THE SQUARE

By  Guest Columnist Dylan Jones

When it comes to the Christmas 
season, what is it that you truly en-

joy? Is it the 
bright shining 
lights of the 
town square 
of Canton? Is 
it playing of 
cheesy Christ-
mas movies 
and music? Or 
is it the receiv-
ing and giving 

of gifts? 
Whatever it may be, have we 

gotten so lost in the “Christmas 
Traditions” that we forget the 
true meaning of why we celebrate 
Christmas?
I remember waking up on Christ-

mas morning and seeing all the 
gifts under the tree, my excitement 
billowing up, making me ready to 
tear into wrapping paper and see 
what was given to me. Even now, 
as a 25-year-old adult, I can still 
get so caught up in the giving and 
receiving of gifts that I truly forget 
the meaning of Christmas. 
Isaiah 9: 6 states, “For a child is 

born to us, a son is given to us. The 

government will rest on his shoul-
ders. And he will be called: Won-
derful Counselor, Mighty God, Ev-
erlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
We celebrate Christmas because a 

child was born for us. Over 2,000 
years ago, God sent his son from 
on high to be born in a manger 
for us. Luke 2: 11 says, “Today, 
in the city of David, a Savior was 
born for you, who is the Messi-
ah, Lord.” So when we celebrate 
Christmas, we don’t need to get 
caught up in exchanging gifts and 
hanging beautiful lights; when we 
celebrate Christmas, we should re-
ally be celebrating the fact that a 
savior had finally been born. That 
the ultimate gift was right there in 
front of us, wrapped in swaddling 
clothes lying in a manger. 
We also see too that the Son 

wasn’t just born for us, but that 
he was actually given to us. So, 
when Christmas comes around, we 
need to be reminded that Christ 
had come in flesh to redeem the 
world, and that a Savior had come 
to bring hope, joy, peace, and sal-
vation for humanity. This gift that 
God had given in Jesus meant that 
our Savior was here in the flesh to 
take our sins from us. So, while we 

can get caught up in giving gifts 
to people, we should not forget 
that we are truly celebrating that 
the ultimate gift of hope, joy, and 
salvation had come for humanity. 
It meant that we could finally have 
a personal relationship with God, 
because Jesus had come to take 
away our sins. 
So, as we enter into this Christ-

mas season, let us not get so caught 
up in the “Christmas Traditions” 
that we forget the true meaning 
of Christmas. My prayer is that 
we would humbly go before the 
Lord and ask God to remind us of 

the greatest gift that has ever been 
given this Christmas season. I also 
pray, too, that we would take time 
this Christmas season and read 
about the coming of Jesus. And 
then, finally, that we would take 
time to lift Jesus’ name on high 
this Christmas season, because 
Christmas means that our Savior 
has come. 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Dylan Jones is 
an ascend resident with students at 
PineLake Madison. He is from Lou-
isville, Mississippi, and is a gradu-
ate of Mississippi State University. 

Word of Prayer: The birthday party that is Christmas
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Dylan Jones

State

Special to The Canton News
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Students score sweet reward

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Canton Elementary students 
were able to have a sweet treat 
after earning Dojo good behavior 
points. 
With their teachers covered in 

protective trash bags and goggles, 
students aimed and fired whipped 
cream pies at their teachers’ faces. 
While the halls might have been 

messy, they were also full of gig-
gles. 
ClassDojo is an educational tech-

nology company. It connects pri-
mary school teachers, students and 
families through communication 
features, such as a feed for photos 
and videos from the school day, 
and messaging that can be trans-
lated into more than 35 languages.

Reuben B helps families in need

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Reuben B Meyers School of Arts 
and Sciences hosted a canned food 
drive to help families in need. Stu-
dents brought in various canned 
foods in an effort of love to give 
back to their community. Accord-
ing to the Mississippi Food Net-
work, almost one in four Missis-
sippians, which is about 600,840 
people, don’t have enough to eat. 

More than one in four children 
(24.4 percent) go to bed hungry 
almost every night. Stomachs are 
growling all over the state and 
“hunger is a problem all across 
America. But in Mississippi, it’s 
practically an epidemic.” With the 
help of these Reuben B Meyers 
scholars, Mississippians will not 
go without during the holiday sea-
son.
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The Canton Gospel Music Association (CGMA) 
is proud to announce and congratulate the 
Music Scholarship Award Recipients. These 
students were recognized at the 18th Annual 
Scholarship Awards and Gospel Music Virtual 
Celebration which was held on November 21, 
2021. Music from 37 of Madison County's 
gospel music recording artists and recognition 
of 59 churches who continued their services via 
social media in spite of COVID-19 were also 
featured.

www.CantonGospelMusic.com

 The highlight of the celebration each year is 
the awarding of  music scholarships to up 
and coming musicians  To date, the CGMA 
has awarded 166 scholarships to students of  

DID
YOU

KNOW?

"It is fitting that Canton with its rich heritage, deep 
spiritual roots and strong church affiliations hosts 

an event to honor one of music’s finest genres.

Madison County", says Cynthia Goodloe

Palmer, Founder/President. 
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By Courtney Warren

​​A recent discovery I’ve made is 
that I will never be able to sit in the 
stands again. 
Being on the sidelines is a total-

ly different world than being in the 
stands. Any coach’s wife will tell 
you that the stands is the last place 
you want to be. Being forced to lis-
ten to the grievances of little John-
ny’s mom and hearing little Billy’s 
dad explain why the coach should 
be playing his kid is not exactly my 
favorite way to spend a Friday eve-
ning.
However, this year, I began stand-

ing on the sidelines of every home 
football game to take photos for this 
newspaper as well as the yearbook 
(which will be incredible this year - 
be sure you’ve ordered one!). I was 
nervous at first, because I knew the 
world I was stepping into before I 
ever walked onto the field.
Those boys are different when they 

are suited up. It’s wartime. I knew 
they probably were not going to talk 
to me, and I absolutely would not be 
speaking to them - because the last 
thing I wanted to be was a distrac-
tion. However, that is not what hap-
pened and definitely not what hap-
pened during the state championship.
Over this season, I have been able 

to listen to the coaches and players 
scream and holler during difficult 
games, cheer during cupcake games, 
and battle fiercely when the score 
was too close for comfort.
In the class-

room, I have 
the opportu-
nity to con-
nect with 
many of 
them; but, 
on the foot-
ball field, 
I get to see 
where their 
hearts truly 
are. How are 
they going to 
react to hav-
ing a coach 
yell at them? 
How are they 
going to re-
spond when 
another play-
er gets in 
their face? 
How will their 
teammates help in a tense situation?
Nothing prepared me for when Ben-

ton Academy played CA this year. I 
watched as my favorite person in 
the world coached against the boys 

Letter from the Editor: Why I’ll always secure a sideline pass
I spend each day with. I listened as 
the smack talk progressed, inevitable 
and to be expected, and I even cried 
a bit as I was faced with cheering for 
both sides of the ball. My team won 

either way, 
but my team 
also lost ei-
ther way.
On those 

sidelines, I 
wasn’t invis-
ible. Those 
sweet boys 
were respect-
ful, encour-
aging in a 
tough situa-
tion for their 
teacher, and, 
even though 
the smack 
talk never 
let up, I was 
fist-bumped 

more times 
that night 
than I’ve 

ever been fist-
bumped in my life (and that’s saying 
something coming from a middle 
school teacher). They showed their 
hearts—and their hearts are good.
When we made it to state, I knew 

Photo by Riley Lambert

without a shadow of a doubt I would 
not be sitting in those stands. I se-
cured a sideline pass immediately 
and arrived an hour beforehand to 
watch pregame, test my new camera, 
and tell a few of the boys how proud 
I was they’d made it to the champi-
onship game.
I loved listening to these boys and 

their coaches as they played in what 
many believed was an impossible 
game.
Most teams would have given ex-

cuses, quit after the score made it 
clear they were defeated, and hung 
their heads or run up as many per-
sonal fouls as possible. Not these 
boys.
It was another night of fist bumps. 

It was another night of “that’s my 
brother” and “yes, brother, come 
on.”
I cheered and hollered beside my 

favorite ball boys. I watched tears 
run down the cheeks of seniors as 
some walked off of the field for the 
last time, but what I got to hear - the 
love and the brotherhood between 
the boys that I get to teach every day 
- was such a blessing.
If that means I have to work in news 

until the end of my life just to be on 
the field rather than holding a spirit 
sign, then hand me a camera.
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CMU WISHES YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

 

At CMU, we are always working to keep your utility rates the lowest in the area. Our rate payers have the
lowest electric, gas and water rates in the metro area, and we are proud to be your utility provider!

 

Energy Tips to Cut your Energy Bills This Winter
 

The Dept. of Energy suggests turning back your thermostat 10 to 15 degrees when you are not 
at home  

If your front or back door has space between it and the �oor, add weather stripping to the 
bottom 

Let the sunshine in

 Invest in a smarter thermostat

Weather-proof your windows

Christmas
�� Kylie Melons

Christmas
��

1213 E Peace St. Canton, MS • (601) 667-3478 

Kylie Melons

Ruth named MCEE 2021 
economics teacher of the year
Special to The Canton News

Canton Ninth Grade Academy 
teacher Teena Ruth was selected 
as the Missis-
sippi Council 
on Econom-
ic Education 
(MCEE) 2021 

Economics 
Teacher of the 
Year. 
MCEE offi-

cials said Ruth 
is a “wonder-
ful example” 
of what can 
be achieved in 
the classroom 
when a teacher 
is passionate 
about the topic 
of economics 
and personal fi-
nance.  
MCEE lead-

ers also praised 
Ruth’s success 
at CNGA with 
the Stock Mar-
ket Game.
She has been selected twice to 

attend the National Jump$tart Ed-

ucators Conference. In addition, 
she also became a Master Teacher 
of Personal Finance.

MCEE rec-
ognized Tee-
na Ruth at the 
MCEE Forum 
on American 
Enterprise No-
vember 4 at the 
Jackson Con-
vention Com-
plex.  
As the Teach-

er of the Year, 
Ruth will re-
ceive $500 and 
an all-expens-
es-paid trip 
to the 2022 
Council for 
Economic Ed-
ucation Con-
ference that 
will be held in 

Washington, 
D.C. 
She will also 
automatically 

be recommended for the 2022 Na-
tional Council for Economic Edu-
cation Teacher of the Year award.

Special to The Canton News
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Canton AcademyCanton Academy

show out at State Championship

 fans show up AND
show out at State Championship

 fans show up AND

All 
photos 
by 
Courtney 
Warren

$0.99

Campbells Cream Soups
Chicken, Mushrooms, or Celery

10.75 OZ CAN

2/$5

Anna Maria Pound Cake
42 OZ

$6.99

Cooks Ham Portions Butt or Shank
PER POUND

$3.99

$1.69lb.

Blackburn
Made Syrup

24 OZ BOTTLE

Blue Plate
Mayonnaise

30 OZ JAR

Swanson Chicken Broth
14 OZ CAN

$0.79

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
Prices good through December 31, 2021
Visit Our Website At www.pigglywigglestores.com

110 East Academy Street, Canton, MS
Phone: 601-509-4527

Mon.-Sat. 7am-8pm
Sun. 8am-7pm
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*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Facility*

*Special on 10 x 15 Units*
*regularly $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
*10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & Security Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off Virlilia Road)

N O W  S H O W I N G

323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

7:30-5:00 M-F
7:00-Noon Sat

COME SEE US!HUNTING SEASON

Harris awarded for achievements
in Early Childhood Education

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Shoney Harris, Canton Public 
School District Director of Litera-
cy and Early Childhood Education, 
was recently honored by the North 
Madison County Excel By 5. 
The organization recognized her 

for her dedication and coordination 
of service on behalf of the Canton 
Public School District to ensure stu-
dent achievement in Early Child-
hood Education.
Excel By 5 presented the award at 

its “Excelebration” of the area being 

certified as a child-friendly commu-
nity.
According to their website, the 

vision of Excel By 5 is to support 
families with children ages 0-5 by 
encouraging community-based 
collaborations to draw upon re-
search-based best practices to use 
and enhance existing resources to 
optimize the care and education of 
young children by preparing them 
to enter school happy, healthy and 
with the skills they need to suc-
ceed.

COVID-19 vaccinations available 
for all 5-11 year olds at CSPD

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Public School District 
is providing multiple opportunities 
throughout the year to get vaccinat-
ed. 
CDC Director Rochelle P. Wal-

ensky, M.D., M.P.H., endorsed the 
CDC Advisory Committee on the 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
recommendation that children 5 to 
11 years old be vaccinated against 
COVID-19 with the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech pediatric vaccine. The CDC 
has expanded vaccine recommenda-

tions to about 28 million children in 
the United States in this age group 
and allows providers to begin vacci-
nating them as soon as possible.
COVID-19 vaccines have under-

gone – and will continue to undergo 
– the most intensive safety monitor-
ing in U.S. history.
As a partner of the Canton Public 

School District, G.A. Carmichael 
Family Health Clinic is available to 
assist families in getting their chil-
dren ages 5-11 vaccinated. Call 601-
521-9236 for more information.
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CHS boys and girls soccer 
teams “bend it like Beckham”

Special to The Canton Newsl

The Canton High Schools (CHS) Varsity Tigers soccer team recently faced off against 
Jim Hill High School. With the varsity boys winning 9-1 and the varsity girls winning 7-0, 
both teams have had a successful season and will continue to lace up their cleats and 
aim for hat tricks.

Weekly Worship 

Sunday School - 9am
Worship - 10am

Social Distancing 
All Loved, All Welcome

Join us this Sunday at
First Presbyterian 

Church
202 East Peace Street 

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-4738

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2W. Cherokee St.
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

HOME DELIVERY
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Holiday Money Management: 
Budgeting Your Holiday Spending
Date: Friday, December 3      
Time: 11:00am-12:00pm 
Description:  (Facebook Live on the MCLS 
Facebook page at facebook.com/MCLSli-
braries) 
Description: Don’t get wrapped up into 
overspending. Strategizing and 
budgeting 
will help keep your holiday budget merry 
& bright! Join Ms. Latina M. Williams, MSCE 
Area Family & Consumer Science 
Associate, via Facebook Live. You will learn 
seven (7) budgeting tips on 
controllingyour spending, using your 
"cents" and minding your money this 
holiday season.

Book Signing with Arletha Orr 
Date: Saturday, December 4
Time: 10:00am–12:00pm
Description: Join the Canton Public 
Library on Saturday, December 4th for a 
discussion with author, Arletha Orr on her 
new book, Live, a book that o�ers help to 
loss survivors as they begin their healing 
journey. Arletha will talk about tools that 
will help you �ght through anger, 
depression, bargaining, and more.

Wrap & Yap: Holiday Gift Wrapping 
Class
Date: Monday, December 6   
Time: 4:00pm-5:30pm 
Description:  Are you looking to sharpen 
up your holiday gift wrapping skills? The 
Canton Public Library and Cheerful Hearts 
Seniors can help you out. Join us to learn 
the basics of gift wrapping along with 
tying the perfect Christmas bow. You will 
also learn some easy gift wrapping tricks 
and ideas. Materials will be provided. 
Please make sure to bring a gift or an 
empty box to practice with. No 
registration is required. Space is limited. 
Available while supplies last. 

Holiday Movie Matinee
Tuesdays, December 7, & 21 (Santa 
Clause, and The Dog Who Saved 
Christmas Vacation) 
Time: 12:00pm-1:45 pm 
Description:  Come join us for free 

popular movies at the Canton branch on 
the library’s big screen with real surround 
sound! Movie Matinees are held in the 
meeting room and refreshments are 
available. No registration is required.

Seated Pilates at the Canton Public 
Library 
Date: Tuesdays, December 14, 21 & 28   
Time: 10:00am-10:45am 
Description: You can get a full-body 
workout in from the safety of your chair. 
Ms. Jacqueline Carson, Certi�ed Personal 
Trainer, will lead this ongoing class to help 
you to improve your posture, increase 
your �exibility, or to develop your core 
strength. Come to the Canton branch 
every Tuesday and join in our FREE Pilates 
exercise class! This is a form of low-impact 
exercise that is excellent for people 
looking to start a new exercise routine. 
For adults ages 18+ only.

New Year’s Resolution for Diabetes 
Care   
Date: Thursday, December 16th  
Time: 10:00am-11:00 am 
Description: “Join Shelia Spann, Pharm D, 
CDE, as she discusses goals for the New 
Year for diabetes care. If you have 
diabetes, Dr. Spann will o�er some ideas 
to focus on when making your New Year's 
resolutions for 2022. She will discuss the 
importance of seeing your doctor 
regularly, knowing your numbers, 
planning healthy meals, adding exercise 

CANTON’S ADULT
PROGRAMMING

DEC.
2021

Calendar

into your routine, and managing your 
stress.

Women’s Empowerment Group 
Lunch Chat  
Date: Friday, December 17 
Time: 12:00pm-1:00pm 
Description: “Empowered women 
empower women”. This group is 
designed for women who 
want to achieve more serenity, 
contentment and peace. Join 
Jacqueline Carson, M.S. – Certi�ed 
Personal Trainer and Health Coach as 
she discusses topics relating to: 
relationship stress, anxiety, depression, 
feeling overwhelmed or isolated, 
intimacy, self-care, self-esteem, body 
image,�fatigue, family problems, and 
much more.

Cheerful Hearts Seniors Workshop
Date: Saturday, December 18 
Time: 11:00am-1:00pm 
Description: Cheerful Heart Seniors is 
a nonpro�t organization that provides 
recreational therapy activities for 
veterans and seniors. This group of 
retired teachers and veterans’ mission 
is to stay active and provide 
community service, including:  job 
fairs, job training, job placement, 
frequent visits to St. Jude, deliver gifts 
to Batson Children’s Hospital, and do 
blanket drives to give to homeless 
shelters. 

By Courtney Warren

The stockings have been hung by 
the chimney with care since around 
October 31 mid-afternoon, and the 
Christmas lights are finally on the 
square. 
While some would prefer they 

stay year-round, the Canton Christ-
mas lights are placed shortly before 
Thanksgiving, and this year is no ex-
ception. 
After huge renovations were done 

to the Canton Courthouse lawn by 
the Madison County Board of Su-
pervisors, including new sod, a 
sprinkler system, and new sidewalk, 
there were rumors of a “canceled 
Christmas.”
The Canton News is excited to re-

port that, while Christmas can never 
be canceled, the tradition of lights of 
the square will continue, as well.
In an effort to protect the new ren-

ovations, there will be new regula-
tions.
According to Canton Mayor Wil-

liam Truly, “The City has already 
begun installing the Christmas dec-
orations for all to enjoy. Christmas 
in Canton will continue to go on. 
We will have our Christmas festi-
val. There were issues in regards to 
the machinery and rides on the new 
courthouse lawn. We’re looking at 
putting some of those heavy rides on 
Union Street.”

New Canton Tourism Executive 
Director May Vaughn McCarty said 
there are so many new things to look 
forward to at Canton Christmas, and 
most of them are interactive attrac-
tions.
“While Mrs. Claus’ Story Time 

has been a cherished and expect-
ed tradition for 
many years, we 
are proud to once 
again highlight her 
as a Canton Christ-
mas Festival trea-
sure!”
“Newer to the 

festival this year, 
we are excited to 
announce, is our 
‘Singalong Fest 
with the Best mag-
ical cast of char-
acters. Visitors are 
invited to join our 
elves, princesses, 
and superheroes as 
they lead in carol-
ing, take photos, and offer you the 
opportunity to share your favorite 
family holiday traditions on stage.”
Continuing the idea of interactions, 

McCarty said there will be an “I Spy 
Santa’s Workshop.”
“Children will be in awe as they 

gaze into the windows of the Rose 
Garden Room of the Trolio Hotel 
next to our Welcome Center, which 

has been completely transformed to 
look like the magical interior of San-
ta’s Workshop. There, they can peak 
into the windows to try and spy the 
elves’ top ten favorite toys with the 
help of custom ‘I Spy’ cards illus-
trating each of the ten toys preselect-
ed for the event,” she said.
“This year’s festival would not be 

taking place if not 
for a true team 
effort. I’ve only 
been with the tour-
ism office for one 
week, and I can 
honestly say the 
energy I’ve wit-
nessed surround-
ing this event is 
nothing short of 
inspiring.”
“It takes a Christ-

mas village to put 
this event together, 
and, luckily, the 

city of Canton has 
just that.”

“Everyone involved, from the city 
to the county, CMU, the merchants, 
the police department, and of course 
our very talented staff, wants this 
festival to not only happen, but to 
be the success it has always been in 
years past. I am beyond proud to be 
associated with this organization, 
our partners, and their dedication. 
“The fact that this has all happened 

in a short 3 week time frame is quite 
impressive and should be commend-
ed. This event usually requires at 
least six months of advanced plan-
ning and organizing,” said McCarty.
McCarty, a Canton native, recent-

ly returned home with her husband 
Tripp and son Stock. Tripp is now 
the headmaster at Canton Academy, 
where Stock attends 4k. She is ex-
cited to be back and a part of Can-
ton Christmas but even more excit-
ed to be working with JoAnn Gor-
don, who originally started Canton 
Christmas many years ago.
“Canton is home for me. Being 

back after 18 years, and being a 
part of something as special as the 
Christmas Festival, surrounded by a 
team like this… I could just burst 
with pride. When you take an entire 
community of organizations willing 
to work together, a rockstar staff, 
and add the one, the only, JoAnn 
Gordon back in the mix... San-
ta himself doesn’t have as great a 
team. It’s Christmas Magic. Words 
cannot express how thankful we 
all are for JoAnn’s leadership and 
guidance this year. JoAnn start-
ed the Christmas Festival. We’re 
honored to work alongside her to 
ensure her legacy continues,” said 
McCarty.
The lights are hung on the square 

with care, and Cantonians know St. 
Nick will soon be here!

Christmas in Canton: Longstanding tradition returns

Special to The Canton News
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Remember When: An unlikely Santa and historic twinkling lights
By Guest Columnist Mary Jane Boutwell 

“Here comes Santa Claus, here 
come Santa Claus.” Way back, the 
decorations for the season were 
primarily in the storefronts. Each 
business was decorated more or 
less depending on the type of 
business and whim of the owners. 
My earliest memory of Christmas 

in Canton was of the strings of 
Christmas lights strung across the 
streets, from the railroad tracks 
up to and around all four sides of 
the square. 
I do not know when it started, 

but there was a Christmas parade 
from the old Canton High School 
to the corner where Jones Drug 
Store was, down to the train sta-
tion, and around the other side of 
the square and back to the school. 
Santa Claus rode on the engine. 
The first parade I saw was in 

1953. I was a new member of the 
band and marched in the band. 
No one has been able to give 

a date, but, at some point, the 
wreaths we now see on the light 
poles were added. Over the years, 
they came all the way out onto 
Highway 22 to the GA Carmi-

As I have told long-time resi-
dents who this Santa’s helper was, 
they have had as much disbelief 
with his identity as I did.
The family lived in the commu-

nity and rode to school with all of 
us. Over the years, Baby Peterson 
made quite a name for himself. He 
was a football player. His name 
came from being hurt in practice 
or a game. He was probably hit in 
the nose and tears flowed. Natu-
rally “Baby” became his name. 
Football players in the Choctaw 
Conference learned if they saw 
tears it was time to go to the side-
lines.
Just recently, I found a 1953 

Canton High School annual. 
There was Baby in his football 
stance and on another page as the 
“Biggest Male Flirt.” None of the 
alumni of that period remember 
that honor or his Santa Claus role, 
but he made for a great Christmas 
memory for our family.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Mary Jane 
Boutwell is a passionate histori-
an and is thrilled to share stories 
about way back when. 

Photo by Beth MacNeill

chael Clinic. 
But best of all was when Earl 

Halland, working for Canton Pub-
lic Works, added Santa and his 
reindeer to the square. He put 
a cable on the poles around the 
square, added Santa, his sleigh, 
reindeer, and Rudolph the Red 
Nosed Reindeer. Santa and all 

were pulled (flew) around and 
around the square.
Last year, as I was going through 

keepsakes and throwaways, I 
came across a picture of Santa 
Claus holding my oldest grand-
son. Drew as a pre-schooler was 
afraid of men with beards, but 
there he sat.

Unraveling the history of Sharon United Methodist Church
By Guest Columnist Jim Woodrick

A few short years after Madison 
County was organized in 1828, Dr. 
Birdsong William Webb (B.W.M.) 
Minter, an educator and a devout 
Methodist, arrived in an unsettled 
part of the county north of Canton. In 
1836, Minter deeded 62 acres for the 
benefit of the Methodist Church. An 
existing church, built in 1835, was 
already on the property and would 
soon see the addition of an adjacent 
cemetery and two parsonages, one 
for the first pastor, John Ira Ellis 
Byrd, and one for a Presiding Elder 
(now known as a District Superin-
tendent). The church helped put the 
growing community on the map and 
gave the town its name. Previously 
known as “Purchase,” the town was 
renamed Sharon. 
Located on high ground approxi-

mately seven miles north of Canton, 
Sharon soon attracted other settlers, 
including a native of New York 
named Kinsman Divine. Along with 
his brothers, Ebenezer and Samu-
el, Kinsman moved up from Jeffer-
son County and built one of the first 
houses in the area. Kinsman Divine 
followed Minter’s lead in 1838 by 
selling 84 acres for the sum of $2,120 
to establish the town itself, and Sha-
ron was incorporated the same year. 
The original town plat consisted of 
one and a half square miles, covering 
parts of five sections of land and was 
laid off into 64 one-acre lots. The 

scription: “The pretended illness of 
which she died was caused by mis-
management and the afflictions and 
sufferings of pretended friends.”
The current Sharon United Meth-

odist Church building is the second 
church on the property and was ded-
icated on May 15, 1892. Although 
the current congregation is small, the 
church has been holding services for 
186 years and has remained faithful 
to the original mission of the church 
when it was established in 1835. 
Among the many pastors who have 
served at Sharon is Charles Betts Gal-
loway, whose first appointment was 
at Sharon in 1869. He was then just 
twenty years old. Galloway would go 
on to become a bishop in the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, South, and 
was a prominent author and editor. 
Galloway Memorial United Method-
ist Church in Jackson is named in his 
honor. 
Sharon UMC meets on the second 

Sunday evening of each month at 
5:30 p.m and is led by Rev. Brian 
Johnston. On December 12, 2021, 
the congregation will be celebrating 
the advent and Christmas season with 
a special service. All are welcome to 
attend. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Woodrick is 
retired from the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History and is 
the author of The Civil War Siege of 
Jackson, Mississippi. He regularly 
attends Sharon UMC. 

town’s grid included six streets, one 
of which was named for Dr. Minter, 
who died in 1839. By 1840, many of 
the lots had been sold, and the town 
grew rapidly and boasted a thriving 
business district. 
In addition to a growing merchant 

class, Sharon was noted for its ed-
ucational institutions. In 1837, two 
schools, collectively known as “The 
College 

and Acad-
emy” 

were es-
tablished, 

with 
faculty 

from four 
denomi-
nations. 
Initially 

providing 
education 
for both 
boys and 
girls, the 
school was reorganized in 1842 as 
the “Sharon Female Academy” and 
placed under the jurisdiction of the 
Mississippi Conference of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. 
By 1860, the academy had as many 

as ninety students. In 1851, Madi-
son College was also established at 
Sharon. This school was reserved for 
male students, and its first president 
was Dr. Thomas C. Thornton, who 
was also the first president of Cente-
nary College, now located in Louisi-

ana. Thornton died in 1860, and then 
the school closed during the Civil 
War years. Sharon Female College 
was also a casualty of the war years, 
but both schools reopened and con-
tinued until the mid-1870s. By then, 
Sharon as a community had gone into 
steep decline. 
What caused Sharon’s rapid decline 

was the coming of the railroad to 
Canton. 

With in-
creased 

rail traf-
fic, many 
of Sha-

ron’s 
residents 
and busi-
nesses re-
located to 
Canton; 

and the 
schools, 
which 

had been 
the lifeblood of Sharon, eventually 
failed. Today, little remains in Sharon 
to indicate that it was ever a thriving 
town. The church, however, is still 
there, along with a large cemetery, 
which includes the graves of Kins-
man Divine and Dr. B.W.M. Minter, 
along with many of the professors 
who taught at the Sharon Female 
College and Madison College. One 
mysterious grave, that of a young 
student named Sarah N. Burns, who 
died in 1847, includes this cryptic in-

Special to The Canton News
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By Kenny E. Bennett

The brown sugar glazed ham is one of my favorite 
recipes to make during the holiday seasons. I be-
came inspired by my aunt Katie, who would always 
make the brown sugar glazed ham for our family 
Thanksgiving and Christmas gatherings. As a child, 
I fell in love with the cherries and pineapples that 
she placed on top of the ham, which made me want 
to learn how to cook. 
I started cooking at seven years old and learned 

from my mom, Mrs. Sadie Lee Bennett. I can re-
member the times when I was so little and that I had 
to get a chair to stand on just to reach the stove. 
My mother taught me almost everything I know 

about cooking, including reading cookbooks, using 
measuring utensils, and creating my own recipes. I 
have been making the brown sugar glazed ham for 
about ten years. However, three years ago, I added 
honey to my recipe, and now it is the honey brown 
sugar glazed ham. 

on the table: 
Brown Sugar Glazed Ham  

BROWN SUGAR
GLAZED HAM
Ingredients: 

•	 3/4 cup Pure ’N Simple Honey

•	 1/2 cup bourbon or whiskey

•	 1/2 cup pineapple juice 

•	 3 tablespoons of water 

•	 1 1/2 cup of brown sugar

•	 1 can of whole pineapples

•	 1 jar of cherries 

•	 1 (5 to 10 pound) whole bone-

in smoked ham, fully cooked, 

sliced

Directions:
1.   Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
2.   In a medium or large sauce pan, heat bourbon, hon-

ey, water, brown sugar, and pineapple juice for about 
10 to 15 minutes. Then, reduce heat and stir the glaze 
occasionally. 
3.   Put ham in oven to cook for 20 to 30 minutes. Then, 

pour the glaze over the ham and place back in oven 
for 10 to 15 more minutes. Now, take it out and put the 
cherries and pineapples on the ham by placing the cher-
ries in the center of the pineapple, and pour the remain-
der of the glaze over the pineapples and cherries. Place 
back into oven for 10 minutes. 
4.   Take the ham out of the oven and allow it to cool 

slightly before serving. 

Recipe from Kenny E. Bennett 
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A New
INTRODUCING

FUNDRAISER
You Will
LOVE!

We are proud to announce  our new program that allows 
non-proot organizations, schools, and churches, to ooer our 

delicious food to their constituents as a fundraising project and 
make money for their organization!  

Our Delivered Dinners for Dollars 
Fundraising Program is as easy as 

1-2-3!
DDelivered Dinners for Dollars ooers an array of delicious meals 
prepared from scratch: main course, salad, dessert, and bread, 

all sized to feed a family of 4 - 6!

1. Meals are ordered via a secure online ordering
    system, and payment is made with a credit card by
    each participant at the time of ordering. 
2. Each meal is prepackaged and chilled, so it can be
          warmed up when it’s dinner time!
3. The ordered meals are then delivered to your
    predetermined drop-oo and distribution location
    at the time and date of your organization’s
    choosing.  

The process couldn’t be easier, and the 
results couldn’t be better!

Contact Katie Leach for more 
information 601.362.2900 or

email katiel@broadstbakery.com

By Courtney Warren

During the 2021 football season, 
Canton Academy (CA) recognized an 
invaluable patron, coach, and friend 
of the school - Coach Glen Robinson. 
Coach Robinson spent countless vol-
unteer hours coach-
ing and cheering 
on Panther football 
teams for many 
years. Coach Rob-
inson’s grandsons, 
senior Chaney 
Hale and eighth 
grader Rhett Hale, 
presented their 
grandfather with a 
Canton Academy 
helmet signed by 
his beloved Panther 
football team and 
coaches. 
Coach Robinson’s 

daughter Shea Hale 
said, “Being honored 
by CA at this sea-
son’s last home game was so special 
for my dad. The smile on his face and 
the tears in his eyes when presented 
with the signed helmet is something 
I’ll never forget, and to make the mo-
ment even sweeter, my boys were 
asked to present the helmet to him. 
My dad has loved Panther football for 
as long as I can remember. 

“It’s always so much fun to hear sto-
ries of him coaching through the years 
from those whose lives he touched 
along the way. I’m so grateful to Can-
ton Academy and to Coach McCarty 
for making the special night happen 
for my dad,” said Hale. 

Robinson started 
coaching baseball 
in Canton for Dixie 
Youth in the ear-
ly 1970’s and then 
coached football 
at Canton Ccad-
emy from 1980-
2003. Once at CA, 
Robinson coached 
peewee football in 
1980 and assisted 
with junior high 
and varsity foot-
ball as offensive 
line coach until 
2003. He was of-
fensive line coach 

under head coaches 
Glenn Boyce, Doug 

Grantham, and Flip Godfrey. He 
coached at CA during three of CA’s 
four state titles and seven of CA’s dis-
trict titles.
Coach Robinson was thanked im-

mensely for his lifetime of service to 
the team and school. He is loved by 
many for his dedication and patron-
age.

Robinson recognized for decades of coaching

Special to The Canton News

Congratulations on an 
amazing season, Panthers!

#CAForever
Interested in enrollment? Visit www.CantonAcademy.org

We are PROUD of you, yes
we are PROUD of you!
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Canton Sports Shorts
     

TRI  COUNTY  VS.  KIRK ACADEMY

40 21

NOVEMBER  19

Most Valuable Offensive Player: Trace Dearman and Zac Clark combined for 402 rushing yards and 6 TD’s

Most Valuable Defensive Player: Brody Thompson

Most Valuable Play: Caleb Clearman, sophomore with a 4th quarter interception at the 10-yard line returned to mid-field

Editors Note: The Canton News will begin cov-
ers local sports contests. Coaches from each 
team will award their players Most Valuable 
Player awards as well as the Most Valuable Play. 

CANTON  ACADEMY  VS.  SYLAN  BAY  ACADEMY

28

NOVEMBER  5

Most Valuable Offensive Player: Chris Hunter

Most Valuable Defensive Player: Samual Wadford

Most Valuable Play: Samuel Wadford with a 55-yard 

kickoff return for a touchdown

TRI  COUNTY  ACADEMY  VS.  OAK  HILL  ACADEMY

56

NOVEMBER  5

Most Valuable Offensive Player: Trace Dearman

Most Valuable Defensive Player: Kamp Sheapard

Most Valuable Play: Ty Milner with a 93-yard interception 

return for a touchdown

14
VELMA  JACKSON  VS.  EAST  MARION 

48

NOVEMBER  5

0

CANTON  ACADEMY  VS.  CENTREVILLE  ACADEMY
NOVEMBER  12

Most Valuable Offensive Player: Chris Hunter

Most Valuable Defensive Player: Samual Wadford

Most Valuable Play: Chris Hunter with a 75-yard kick re-

turn for a touchdown

18
TRI  COUNTY   VS.  GREENVILLE  ST.  JOE

14

NOVEMBER  12

Most Valuable Offensive Player: Trace Dearman

Most Valuable Defensive Player: Entire TCA defense

Most Valuable Play: Walker Wasson with a goal line in-

terception in the first half

7

VELMA  JACKSON  VS.  KEMPER  COUNTY

18

NOVEMBER  12

16

CANTON  ACADEMY   VS.  GREENVILLE  CHRISTIAN  SCHOOL

6

NOVEMBER  19

MSAIS 3A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP

46

40

35
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www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Academy sophomores 
were prepared 
for literary jus-
tice. Mrs. Court-
ney Warren’s 
English 2 class 
finished reading 
The Outsiders by 
S.E. Hinton and 
participated in a 
mock trial. With 
Johnny Cade on 
trial for murder, 
the prosecution 
and defense pre-
sented their ar-
guments before 
the jury. After a 
brief deliberation, 

Photo by Courtney Warren 

Jaheim Blackmon delivered an impressive 
opening statement using ethos, pathos and 
logos while dressed to impress the court.

Mock trial brings out the competition
the jury declared Johnny Cade “not 
guilty.”
Dressed to impress, the claws came 

out in their 
“courtroom,” as 
the sophomores 
delivered two 
claims and a re-
buttal per side. 
Students were 
engaged in prac-
ticing close read-
ing, citing strong 
and thorough 
textual evidence, 
analyzing evi-
dence, persua-
sion/argumenta-

tion/debate, writ-
ing and speaking/
listening.

CPSD celebrates mini grants for teachers
Special to The Canton News

Continuing their mission to assist in 
the education of 
local youth, Ju-
nior Auxiliary of 
Madison County 
(JAMC), awarded 
some of the inno-
vative teachers in 
the Canton Public 
School District 
with the 2021 
Money for Minds 
Mini-Grants.
Winners included 

Canton Elementa-
ry School teach-
ers Alicia Wash-
ington and Laura 
Partain, with “Reading Buddies: Col-

Photo by Courtney Warren 

Several teachers were awarded mini-grants 
by the JAMC

laborative Reading Practice;” Canton 
Ninth Grade Academy teacher Hope 
Hamlin, with “Get In Where You Fit 

In;” Canton Ele-
mentary School 
teacher Koby 
Boone, with “Be 

YOUnique;” 
Canton Ele-
mentary School 
teacher Car-
men A. Taylor, 
with “Learning 
Through Games 
in Spanish;” 
and Canton Ele-
mentary School 

teachers Mia 
Reed, Kim Ellis 
and Halila Mc-

Cloud, with “Classroom Comfort.”


