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Good News You Can Use

Pelahatchie VFD hosts Tour of Homes Dec. 7
	 The Pelahatchie Tour of Homes will 
be December 7 from 12-3 p.m. benefit-
ting the Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire De-
partment (VFD). Tickets will go on sale 
November 1. They are $10 each with 
children 12 and under free.
	 Ticketholders may tour any of the five 
homes from 3 to 5 p.m. the first Satur-
day in December. There is a mix of new 
and old homes, all decorated for Christ-
mas. Three of the stops are homes that 
are around 100 years old. The homes in-
clude:
	 •	 JT and Angel Cooper - 712 
		  Leesburg Road
	 •	 Jim and Mary Ann Baker - 503 
		  College Street
	 •	 Colonel Ashley Mills - 304 College 
		  Street

	 •	 Multicraft International 
		  Headquarters - the house/office 
		  beside the grocery store	
	 •	 Greg and Tedra Sirmon - 614 
		  Highway 43 North

	 According to Megan Hall, president 
and co-founder of the Pelahatchie VFD 
Auxiliary, "We hope to highlight the mix 
of homes that makes our town so unique 
and make this an annual event."
	 The Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire De-
partment is one of Rankin County's old-
est fire departments, founded in 1952.  
While they receive some funding from 
the county and the town, there are still a 
number of expenses that the department 
is responsible for. A large portion of their 
gear must be replaced every few years, 
and money can be tight when that time 
comes. 

	 "Our firefighters give of their time and 
put their lives on the line to protect our 
community. We hope that this fundraiser 
will keep them from having to contin-
ually go into their own pockets to help 

fund the department's needs," said 
Hall.
	 In 2017, Pelahatchie's fire rat-
ing dropped to a six on a scale of 
ten, with a lower rating being bet-
ter. Most of the other volunteer de-
partments in Rankin County have 
an eight rating. This rating helps 
to keep insurance rates lower for 
home and business owners within 
Pelahatchie VFD's district.
	 Tickets are available from 
any firefighter or auxiliary 
member. They can also be pur-
chased at H&H Electrical, 808 
Second Street in Pelahatchie. 

For ticket purchases or more in-
formation, contact Megan Hall at 
601-540-4084. Those interested in be-
coming a volunteer firefighter are en-
couraged to contact Chief Karl VanHorn.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Photo by Pelahatchie News
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PHS crowns Myers Homecoming Queen

Special to Pelahatchie News

Aliza Myers was elected Pelahatchie High School (PHS) 2019 Homecoming Queen on October 11.  
Myers is the daughter of Tran and Sonya Myers. She is a member of the Lady Chiefs Soccer Team, 
Senior Beta Club, Yearbook staff, Spirit Tribe and Pelahatchie’s Mayor’s Youth Council.  She plans to 
attend college to study veterinary medicine and own her own practice one day.  She was escorted by 
her brother Aureius Myers.

ERA wins Government Quiz Bowl

Special to Pelahatchie News

On September 26, the East Rankin Academy (ERA) Government Quiz Bowl team won the Old Capitol 
Bowl hosted by the Mississippi Department of Archives and History. The team finished first in the tour-
nament and was declared 2019 Old Capitol Bowl Champions. Representing ERA in the competition 
pictured (l to r) are: Will Price, Tyler Betts, Kariana Simmons, Ethan Crain, and Dylan Davis.

There are five homes in the December 7 Pelahatchie 
Christmas Tour of Homes. Shown is the home of Greg 
and Tedra Sirmon.
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More Holiday Fun at

Join us on
Saturday, 

November 16
from 10:00 am-1:00 pm

for a live remote with Lady V

FREE ADMISSION
&

Bring the kids 
Saturday, 
December 7th
from 10:00 am-2:00 pm
to visit SANTA!

Music by
Pearl Jam

Fun for the whole family!
Unique Gift s  Holiday Shopping 

New Items Arriving Daily!
Rent a Booth for Holiday Cash!

3064 Hwy 80 East, Pearl MS  
www.tradedaysllc.com

(601) 939-4131

Combined Holiday Ad.indd   1 10/21/19   4:33 PM

Observe hunting safety with firearms and tree stands

Deer season opened 
October 1. With tem-
peratures in the high 
90s, it was extreme-

ly dry. Deer hunters were praying for 
cooler temperatures and rain.  
	 The first day of deer season brings 
back so many memories, good memo-
ries, fun memories. You see, around my 
house the first day of deer season was 
like Christmas morning. It was and still 
is a special time. It is still a special time 
to many Mississippi hunters. However, 
most deer hunters in Mississippi know 
someone who has been involved in a 
hunting accident, whether from a fire-
arm or a fall from a tree stand.  
	 Always remember the Ten Command-
ments of Firearm Safety:
	 1.	Watch the muzzle! Keep it point-
		  ed in a safe direction at all times. 
		  Never point it at anything, you 
		  don’t want to kill, or destroy.
	 2.	Treat every firearm with the 
		  respect due a loaded gun. It might 
		  be loaded, even if you think it isn’t.
	 3.	Be sure of the target and what is in 

		  front of it. Know the identifying 
		  features of the game you hunt.  
		  Make sure you have an adequate 
		  back stop - don’t shoot at a flat 	
		  hard surface or water.  
	 4.	Keep your finger outside the 
		  trigger guard, until ready to shoot.  
	 5.	Check your barrel and ammuni-
		  tion. Make sure the barrel and 
		  action are clear of obstructions, 
		  and carry only the proper ammu-
	  	 nition for your firearm.   
	 6.	Unload firearms, when not in use.  
		  Leave actions open, and carry fire
		  arms in cases and unloaded to and 
		  from the shooting area.
	 7.	Point a firearm only at something 
		  you intend to shoot. Avoid all 	
		  horseplay with a gun.
	 8.	Don’t run, jump, or climb with a 
		  loaded gun. Unload the firearm 
		  before you climb a fence or tree, 	
		  or jump a ditch. Pull a firearm 
		  toward you by the butt, not the 
		  muzzle.
	 9.	Store firearms and ammunition 
		  separately, and safely.
	 10. Avoid alcoholic beverages before 
		  and during shooting times.
	
	 There are also hunters who are now 

confined to a wheelchair and many 
others who have lost their lives due 
to tree stand falls. While the number 
of firearm-related hunting accidents 
has dropped dramatically in the past 
two-decades, the number of tree stand 
accidents has risen sharply.
	 Even though 70 percent of tree stand 
falls occur when hunters are climbing 
up and into the stand or getting out or 
down from it, almost the same percent-
age of hunters don’t wear a fall restraint 
system during this critical time. Failure 
to wear an adequate fall restraint sys-
tem is the most important factor in tree 
stand accidents.
	 What makes a hunter climb 20 feet off 
the ground into a $150 tree stand with-

out any fall restraint 
system? It may be the 
same thing that makes 
some motorcycle rid-
ers ride without a hel-
met.  Some people are 
just willing to assume 
more risk than others. 
Maybe it’s the same 
thing that draws hunt-
ers to wild places.  
	   Another problem is fi-
nancial in nature. Most 

people just don’t want to spend a lot of 
money on a fall restraint system. Many 
hunters will pay thousands of dollars 
each year to participate in the sport they 
love. They are willing to spend money 
on hunting gear, land, leases or licenses, 
but when it comes to climbing safety, 
that willingness disappears.
	 Tree stands are a popular and effec-
tive method of hunting. However, they 
also pose significant safety risks. If you 
choose to hunt from a tree stand, you 
alone must be responsible for your own 
well-being. Knowing and practicing 
safe tree stand procedures and firearm 
safety can minimize risks and ensure 
your time afield will be both safe and 
enjoyable.

By Doug Carter, 
Rankin County 
Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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	 Michelle Rhodes grew up in Rankin 
County and is excited to be promoting 
it as the Rankin County Chamber pres-
ident this year. She and her husband, 
Keith, are cattle and hay farmers in the 
Shiloh area.
	 She is also dedicated to helping trou-
bled families everywhere serving as 
the Rankin County Youth Court Field 
Officer. She was previously Juvenile 
Administrator for the Rankin County 
Sheriff’s Department as well as a cor-
porate recruiter for TempStaff in Jack-
son.
	 This is the sixth year of Rhodes be-
ing involved in the Rankin Chamber. 
She said, "It’s about shopping local and 
being invested in the community. It’s 
finding a place for everyone to be in-
volved in some way, whether it's with 
a non-profit in the county or schools, 
each person needs to find their place to 
serve."
	 Earlier this year, Rhodes received a 

Victim’s Advo-
cate Award for 
helping a traf-
ficking victim 
in prosecuting a 
human traffick-
er. She is also 
involved in es-
tablishing Shan-
non’s Home of 
Hope, Inc. that 
is currently be-
ing established 
in Rankin Coun-
ty. It is named 
for her friend, 
Shannon Love, 
who taught art to abused and neglected 
teens. She passed away December 10, 
2018.
	 "It’s been a dream of mine for 20 
years," said Rhodes. "It will be a shel-
ter for abused and neglected children 
and teenagers. It will be a home-like 
environment that allows the kids to 
continue their education, hopefully in 

their own school. We have a shelter for 
animals, why not for runaway, abused 
or neglected teens?"
	 Rhodes, the daughter of Wayne and 
Jane Hanson (deceased), graduated 
from Pelahatchie High School. Her 

stepmother is Martha, and her brother, 
Herbert Hanson, owns a construction 
company in Pelahatchie. Her in-laws 
are Billy and Betty Rhodes of Puckett. 
Her three children, all graduates of East 
Rankin Academy, include Taylor Vin-
son, who teaches third grade at Stone-
bridge in Brandon; Tyler, who works 
at Nucor; and Brooke, who is a college 
ladies basketball coach at Presbyterian 
College in Clinton, SC.
	 Rhodes stayed at home with her kids 
and the farm until 2011, when she start-
ed back to school at Mississippi Col-
lege. She received a sociology degree 
in 2013. She then graduated from the 
police academy in 2014 as a certified 
law enforcement officer to help with 
her position as Juvenile Administrator 
with the Rankin County Sheriff’s De-
partment.
	 "God knows what He is doing when 
He put me in these positions," said 
Rhodes. "A lot of families need help to 
get on their feet again. We just want to 
be there."
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Rhodes promotes Rankin County as Chamber president

Special to Pelahatchie News

By Susie A. Wolfe

Michelle Rhodes is the Rankin County Chamber’s 
new president. Pictured with her family (l to r) are: 
Keith Rhodes, Michelle, Tyler, Tyler’s fiancé Syd-
ney, Brooke, and Taylor and Peyton Vinson.

Photos by Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Police Department hosted a successful National Night Out celebration at Muscadine Park on October 1. The Pelahatchie 
High School band performed, as well as the Pelahatchie Baptist Church choir. Chasin’ Dixie and Vick Allen also performed, and Mike 
Townsend served as master of ceremonies. Attendees enjoyed free family fun and food.

Town celebrates National Night Out
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A Service of NuWay Realty MS  Rick Clarke, Broker-Owner, B-21799.

601-941-1857
For more information on our new options to sell and buy, go to:

nuway.ms
Easy to remember. Easy to share.

List-it Yourself with NuWay
The new way to list, market, and sell your home!

HomeSearch by NuWay
Finding your first or next home just got easier!

www.nuwayms.com

It shouldn’t cost you so much to list and sell your home.
Just say no to the 6 percenters. After all, it’s your money.

Simple steps. Simply results. The smarter home search.

ERA inducts students into National Honor Society

Special to Pelahatchie News

The following East Rankin Academy (ERA) students were inducted into the National Honor Society on September 29. Pictured (l to r) front row, are: Anslee Boyd, Kelly Boydston, Kellar Brown, Macy Brunt, 
Barron Burnham, Ben Carter, Kobi Denson, and Ethan Ezelle; second row: Will Freeman, Carson French, Breanna Harrison, Halle Huffman, Taylor Irby, and Emily Loe; third row: Brandyn Luke, Patrick Martin, 
Joanna McCollum, Elijah Moore, Sydney Phillips, Brennan Rials, Brodie Rials, and Jessica Ries; and back row: Knox Ross, Elijah Rowell, Rylye Smith, Maile Tubbs, Brock Tullos, Elijah Vining, John Thomas 
White, West Winstead and Carson Wofford.

PUBLIC NOTICE

City of Pelahatchie, Mississippi
Solid Waste Fund

Revenues and Expenditures
FYI September 30, 2019

Revenues:
Collections     $99,104.00

Expenditures:
Collection Fees    $97,953.00

Expenditures per Customers:  $207.09

Vendors:
Waste Management   $97,953.00
1450 Country Club Drive
Jackson, MS 39209
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The flu crew is coming to get you...
   get your flu shot today!

Pelahatchie Christmas Tour of Homes
December 7 from 12-3 p.m.

All proceeds directly bene�t the Pelahatchie Volunteer Fire Department.

Ticket holders may tour homes at their leisure during this time. �ere are �ve stops on 
the tour - a mix of new and old - all decorated to get you into the Christmas spirit. 

�ree of the stops are homes that are around 100 years old.

Tickets are $10. Children under 12 are free.
Tickets are available from any �re�ghter or auxiliary member

�ey can also be purchased at H&H Electrical, 808 Second Street in Pelahatchie. 

For ticket purchases or more information, please contact Megan Hall at 601-540-4084.

Tickets will
go on sale
Nov. 1st!

Bucking Bronc Bash raises money for local groups

Photo by Natasha Childers

The Bucking Bronc Bash was held on a hot October Sunday. There were more than 800 people in 
attendance, and more than $6,900 was raised benefitting the local groups, Ever Reaching Community 
Outreach and the Leesburg Fire Department. Bucking Bronc Bash originator Cole Bilbro said that he 
would like to thank everyone that came and supported the rodeo plus all the sponsors.

1186 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie

P E L A H A T C H I E M I S S I S S I P P I

Order your THANKSGIVING Feast
at CrosS Roads Store & GrilL this year.

Includes turkey
& dressing, and
vegetables, etc.

	
	 Look at a mountain, how it is so 
high. And the sparkling stream foun-
tain where the valleys lie. A bird flies 
overhead to see. What a beautiful thing 
God has done for thee. He is the lily of 
the valley.
	 You make the wind hustle. And the 
trees rustle. Lord, your work is strong 
and true. And I will always trust in 
you.
	 I’ll spread your word all over the na-
tion. For Lord, you are my inspiration. 
For you, I will live or die. Because one 
day I will see you eye to eye.
	 The quiet stream is flowing by. 
You’re better than a piece of apple pie. 
Satan will throw fiery darts. But Lord 
you’re always in my heart
The sand on the seashore. You made it

And I will 
always love 
you more 
and more.
	 Yes, I am 
only ten 
years old. 
But through 
hot or cold. 
You love 
me just the 
same. And I 
will always 
call upon your name.
	 I know you always see me. But how 
can it be? You are the lily of the valley
	 I am the rose of Sharon and the lily of 
the valley, Song of Solomon 2:1. You 
are not just about fun. You are my Lord
My shield and my sword
	 Your name is God and Jesus. You 
plus me makes us.

The Lily of the Valley
By Guest Columnist Maren
McCartney

Special to Pelahatchie News

Maren McCartney is a fifth 
grader at ERA, age 10.
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Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
Bayard Grillis, DVM

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding • Lot Clearing

Debris Removal

Free
Estimates!

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

  LET ME DO YOUR DIRTY WORK!

Becca Tucker
Owner
Beccaproclean@att.net

Residential, commercial, organizing
Realty properties, detailed cleaning

Customize your cleaning
601-278-3115

Please contact
Chris McCoy at 
(601) 706-9237.

LET

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS! Mailed for FREE

to every Resident and Business
in the Rankin Zip Code of 39145.

601-566-1932

Athletic, extracurricular, and construction highlights abound

As we move into the 
2nd 9 weeks, I would 
be remiss to not men-
tion all of the accom-

plishments of many of our extracurric-
ular programs that have competed over 
the past month. The inaugural volley-
ball season ended successfully with our 
JV and Varsity Girls showing tremen-
dous growth. The Pelahatchie Band 
Program, led by Helen Rettger, com-
peted mightily in their first MHSAA 
state band evaluation since the late 

1980s. Not to be outdone, the JROTC 
marksmanship team, led by Sergeant 
John Gough, have been successful in 
their matches with opposing schools in 
their National Air Rifle League compe-
titions.       
	 With November comes playoff foot-
ball and a transition into winter sports.  
Our football Chiefs wrap up the regular 
season with Morton at home on Novem-
ber 1. Once the playoff schedule has 
been set, we will communicate through 
our media outlets of our opponents and 
locations of all games. On Saturday, 
November 2, the Lady Chiefs, led by 
first year coach Alexia Jones, kick off 
their season against Florence at the St. 
Joseph Classic. The Boys, led by Coach 

Lavadius Lyles, begin their season on 
Thursday (Nov. 7) as both teams square 
off against the Scott Central Rebels. 
The soccer season kicks off as well on 
November 16 at Magee versus the Tro-
jans. In his third season as coach of the 
Boys and Girls soccer programs, Coach 
Creel looks forward to an ambitious 
season.   
	 Regarding construction, the exterior 
portions of our administrative office, 
multipurpose room, and band hall are 
nearing completion. Construction on 
the east side of campus has begun, 
with the new classroom addition being 
prepped for the pouring of its founda-
tion. Revisions to the parking lot area 
are currently underway, as well.  We 

appreciate your continued patience on 
our campus as we continue to improve 
our facilities through our district’s bond 
issue initiative.
	 As always, we are extremely proud 
to showcase our staff and students and 
the overall body of work of their re-
spective programs. The many different 
programs that are offered not only teach 
team concepts, structure, organization, 
and competition; all place an empha-
sis on the pillars of a solid high school 
education, attendance, academics, and 
attitude. 
	 Thank you for your continued support 
of all of the many different programs 
that Pelahatchie High School has to of-
fer...Go Chiefs!!!

By Guest Columnist 
Teague Burchfield, Prin-
cipal, Pelahatchie High 
School

Special to 
Pelahatchie News
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Find everything you 
need this Season.

Get ready for cooler 
weather with 
jackets, hats,

apparel & more.

Carter wins 
fair speaking 
competition

Special to  Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School senior Anna Grace Car-
ter won first place in the MS State Fair Sr. Public 
Speaking Competition.

Mary Askew named 
PHS School Bus
Driver of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Bus Driver of the Month for 
September is Mary Askew.Pictured (l to r) are: 
Askew with Pelahatchie Transportation Supervi-
sor Kelsey Nobles.
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Pelahatchie native, Col. Jason Tate 
to be promoted to U.S. Army Colonel

Special to Pelahatchie News

TIFFANY KILPATRICK
STATE REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICT 12

Paid for by the Southern States PBA, PAC Fund. 2155 Hwy 42 S, McDonough, GA 30252. Chris Skinner, president; Dave Soderberg, senior vice 
president; Donald Scott, vice president; Joe Naia, secretary.

The Mississippi Police 
Benevolent Association urges 
you to support strong, fair 
and effective law enforcement 
by voting for the following 
candidates on Tuesday, 
November 5th.

TATE REEVES
GOVERNOR

DELBERT HOSEMANN, JR. 
LT. GOVERNOR

LYNN FITCH
ATTORNEY GENERAL

AW19-1034

This is real dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company that helps pay for over 
350 procedures – cleanings, fillings, crowns, even 
dentures.

• No annual maximum, no deductible

• See any dentist you want – including your own

• Over 50? Coverage as low as $1 per day

Call now to get this

FREE Information Kit

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

*Individual Plan. Coverage not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/ certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6197 

Call for dental coverage today to help save 
money on big  dental bills.

Ask about Network Savings!
Over 470,000 Provider Locations Nationwide

	 Pelahatchie AJROTC defeated 
Thomasville AJROTC 892 to 716 
last week in the National Air Rifle 
League. They currently have a 1 - 0 
record. Pelahatchie AJROTC was led 
by Jose Banuelas who shot a 238. The 
remaining contributing members were 
Kayleigh Keys, Landin Pierce, and 
Bethany Quick. Pelahatchie AJROTC 
is from Pelahatchie and is coached by 
John Gough.��
	 Thomasville AJROTC currently has 
a 0 - 1 record. Thomasville AJROTC 

was led by De-Shaun Richardson who 
shot a 223. The remaining contribut-
ing members were Jeremiah Lump-
kin, James Bailey, and Dallas Maynor. 
Thomasville AJROTC is from Thom-
asville, NC, and is coached by Robert 
Merkel. 
	�� Next up Pelahatchie AJROTC will 
compete against Redmond MCJROTC 
from Redmond, OR. Redmond MC-
JROTC currently has a 0 - 0 record. 
While Thomasville AJROTC will 
compete against Lejeune MCJROTC 
from Camp Lejeune, NC. Lejeune MC-
JROTC currently has a 1 - 0 record.

Pelahatchie AJROTC defeats Thomasville AJROTC
Special to Pelahatchie News

	 U.S. Army Lieutenant Colonel Jason 
Tate, a Pelahatchie native, 1998 Tou-
galoo College graduate and graduate of 
Northwest Rankin High School, was re-
cently selected for promotion to Colonel 
and will attend the Army War College, 
Carlisle Barracks, PA.
	 Lieutenant Colonel Tate is currently 
assigned to the Assistant Secretary of 
the Army for Acquisition, Logistics and 
Technology (ASA), (ALT), Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C., as a Department of 
the Army Systems Coordinator (DASC) 
supporting Guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket System (GMLRS) and Long 
Range Precision Fires (LRPF).
	 The highly decorated Lieutenant Colo-

nel Tate holds a Doctor of Philosophy in 
Management from Walden University, a 
Master's of Science Degree in Environ-
mental Management from Webster Uni-
versity and a Master's of Arts Degree in 
International Relations from the Univer-
sity of Oklahoma. He is the son of Joe 
and Brenda Tate of Pelahatchie.
	 The family also celebrated another 
honor in recent days with Lieutenant 
Colonel Tate’s eldest son Noah, 17, be-
ing promoted to the rank of Eagle Scout, 
for which Mr. and Mrs. Tate were pres-
ent at one of the ceremonies.
	 Lieutenant Colonel Tate is married to 
the former Kandie S. Stovall MD, of 
Huntsville, Ala. They have two other 
sons, Nathan Tate (14), and Nicholas 
Tate (11).

Special to Pelahatchie News

NAME	 AGE	 CITY	 DOD	 Arrangements

Lester Franklin	 76	 Morton, MS	 10/21/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Burnside, Sr.
Rodney Holmes	 67	 Morton,  MS	 10/11/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jimmy Easterling	 65	 Morton, MS	 9/26/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Margie Franklin	 62	 Forest, MS	 10/8/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Glen Edward Haymen	 65	 Pulaski, MS	 10/4/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Douglas Windham	 90	 Pearl, MS	 10/8/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Walton L. "DUB" Young	 75	 Morton, MS	 10/21/19	 Wolf Funeral Serv.
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WELCOME NEW
ADVERTISERS!

•  Pelahatchie News o�ers 100% market saturation to the city of Pelahatchie and surrounding area.
•  A quarter page ad in Pelahatchie News only costs .035 cents per paper.
•  Based on Mississippi Press Association data, our readership is over 7,000.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT ADVERTISING IN PELAHATCHIE NEWS, PLEASE CONTACT:
SUSIE WOLFE | 601.566.1932 EXT. 2 OR SALES@PELAHATCHIENEWS.COM 

We truly appreciate all our advertisers who place their trust in us to help promote 
and grow their business. We also would love to work with your business, church or 
organization if Pelahatchie News is a place you want to reach everyone to market 
your goods and services.

Pelahatchie News

Ott & Lee

Hinds CC Rhodes & Robby

Police Benevolent
Society

NuWay Realty

Pelahatchie Tour
of Homes

Eastside
Church

Pelahatchie Baptist

Max Edward Gill
December 30, 1950-October 4, 2019
	 Max Edward Gill, 68, joined his 
Heavenly Father on Friday, October 4, 
2019. Visitation was 12 Noon – 2 PM 
Tuesday at Shiloh United Methodist 
Church in Pelahatchie, MS with the ser-
vice following at 2 PM. Interment was 
in Shiloh UMC Cemetery.  
	 Max was born in Mobile, AL on De-
cember 30, 1950, to the late Eddie Ray 
Gill and Mary Jones Gill. He joined the 
United States Air Force and retired af-
ter 20 years. He has served on the Pearl 
Police Department for 21 years as a 
Lieutenant. Max had the utmost and 

highest respect for those he worked and 
served with.
	 Max was a member of Shiloh United 
Methodist Church and he was a loving 
husband, father, and a hard working 
farmer.
	 Survivors include his wife of 33 
years, Martha Rhodes Gill; children, 
Anna Gill and John Jason Gill; other 
survivors include, Caroline Haskins, 
Bridgette Stokley, and Marty Howell.
	 Memorials may be made in his 
honor to Shiloh United Methodist 
Church. 	
	 Online condolences may be made at 
www.ottandlee.com.

OBITUARY

	 The Mississippi Department of Ed-
ucation (MDE) announced in October 
the members of the inaugural State 
Superintendent’s Student Adviso-
ry Council that included Pelahatchie 
High School’s Reagan Sanders. 
	 The council includes students in 
grades 11-12 or first year of college 
to serve as members for a term of two 
school years. 
	 More than 150 students from across 
the state applied for membership on 
the council, and 83 were selected. 
Students from different backgrounds, 
school size and regions in Mississippi 
will be able to share their opinions and 
offer advice about educational oppor-
tunities and policy in Mississippi with 

Dr. Carey Wright, state superintendent 
of education.
	 "I’m looking forward to hearing di-
rectly from students on issues of im-
portance to them," Wright said. "As 
our clients, we want to make sure pub-
lic education provides them with the 
knowledge and skills they need to be 
successful. The council also allows 
students to interact with their peers 
from around the state and learn from 
one another."
	 The council’s purpose is to provide 
a forum for Mississippi’s students to 
offer diverse perspectives to Wright. 
The selected students will act as liai-
sons between MDE and public school 
students from across the state.
	 Council meetings will be held twice 
(fall and spring) during the school year.

Sanders named member of the 
Inaugural Student Advisory Council
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Reagan Sanders was named Pelahatchie High School’s representative to the MDE’s Inaugural Student 
Advisory Council.

Pelahatchie High School Honor Roll students

	 9th Grade all A's Honor Roll in-
cludes: Tyler Bayliss
	 10th Grade all A's includes: Mad-
ison Broome, Madelyn Cain, Abbie 
Davis, Collins Doster, Kenner Doster, 
McKinley Goodin, Bailey McKee, 
Laura Renfroe, Adlyn Till, Marie Val-
entine, and Kaitlyn White.
	 11th Grade all A's Honor Roll in-
cludes: Katie Belle Boyer, Rose Gib-
ney, Holden Gray, Chloe Hamilton, 
Meghan Herrington, MaKaylee Hes-
ter, Reagan Sanders, Gracie Thomp-
son, and Cameron Watkins.
	 12th Grade all A's Honor Roll 
includes: Maria Banuelas, Scarlett 
Castillo, Kimberly Cochran, Abigail 
Dawson, Kennedi Dixon, John Hous-
ton Elliott, Brianna Galbraith, Sydni 
Goldman, Elsi Munoz, Anna Scherer, 
Terri Wiltcher, and Rachel Wraight.
	 9th Grade A's and B's Honor Roll 
includes: Haley Adams, Hart Adams, 
Eli Boyer, Nataliya Garner, Kayden 
Haden, Madison Holmes, Kendall 
Jones, Addison Lindsey, Mariah Mc-
Gill, Camden Patton, Nicole Rain-
er, Maddie Grace Walters, and Holly 
White

	 10th Grade A's and B's Honor 
Roll includes: Sarah Bayliss, Chrys-
tianna Beeman, Justin Beeman, Kiara 
Gary, Levi Goldman, Erin Hanson, 
Colby Henderson, Daniel Henley, Al-
ana Hobson, Janay Johnson, Adrianna 
Macoy
Haley Mills, Brianna Pearson, David 
Roy, Sterling Simmons, McKenzie 
Smith, Randy Thompson, Loren Wag-
goner, Deuce Ward, and Prentiss Wil-
son, Jr.
	 11th Grade A's and B's Honor 
Roll includes: Dana Bennett, Gaven 
Boydstun, Jared Goodin, Mathew 
Harper, Kayla Hobson, Alanna Hut-
zel, Alexis Johnson, Bailey Johnson, 
Brooklyn Johnson, Doneshia John-
son, Seanadrian Johnson, Emarie Mc-
Gill, Isabella Rust, Malori Scherer, 
Jocob Thompson, Cass Walters, and 
Chloe Walters.
	 12th Grade A's and B's Honor Roll 
includes: Wesley Anderson, Jamison 
Bennett, Riley Bowman, Anna Grace 
Carter, Jacey Cooper, Christian Ear-
by, John Jason Gill, Dashaun Gipson, 
Devin Irvin, Hunter Langley, Jayla 
Macklin, Tayla Martin, Aliza Myers, 
Hannah Steadham, Victoria Thornton, 
and Destiny Turnage.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pelahatchie Elementary names Students of the Month

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Students of the Month for September at Pelahatchie Elementary pictured (l to r) first row, are: Bailee Goodin, Martha Kate White, Brandon Reuben, Brayden Reuben, Brelyn Burnham, Kayson Garver, Ethan 
Quick, and Hurston Hill; second row: Makenza Hicks, Joseph Grogan, Tanner Flores, Jacob Quinn, Julius Wash, Anna Langley, and Kane Wilson; third row: Zaniya Hollis, Jennafer Franklin, Tate Hopson, Luke 
Wier, Katie-Belle Herrington, and Analiese Brown; and fourth row: Samantha Adams, DaMarion Snow, and Payton Wilson. Not pictured are Kylii Russum, Hagen Scruggs, and Micah Walters.
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	 It’s usually a good idea to get profes-
sional help. Hiring lawyers and accoun-
tants can help keep you out of legal and 
financial trouble, while public relations 
experts can get your company in the 
public eye. Technology consultants can 
keep you abreast of the solutions that 
will work best for your business. 
	 And having a good relationship with 
a particular bank or banker is a good 
way to get information when you make 
major financial decisions, such as ar-
ranging a line of credit or securing 
loans. In general, it’s a good idea to 
figure out the areas where expert help 
could provide the biggest boost, and 
hire professionals to achieve it. As you 
have more money at your disposal, you 
can hire other specialists as you need 
them.
	 Financial Guidance: Running your 
own business is challenging enough 
without trying to handle your compa-
ny’s tax planning and reporting. Most 
business owners would agree that hir-
ing an accountant is a good investment. 
Accountants can work with you and 

your financial officer or controller to 
keep your business financially sound. 
Some areas that accountants can help 
you with include preparing profit and 
loss statements, audit reports, and earn-
ings projections. An accountant can 
also troubleshoot for you and help you 
fine-tune your budget.
	 Many accountants will help you or-
ganize your records for more efficien-
cy. And if you need a loan, your ac-
countant can help you determine what 
type might be appropriate for you.
	 Attorneys: As a business owner, 
you’ll probably need to work with an 
attorney. If you have business associ-
ates who work with an attorney, ask for 
their recommendations. You can also 
contact your local business association 

for referrals.
	 In the ear-
ly stages of your 
business, your 
lawyer helped you 
decide what type 
of structure (sole 
ownership, part-
nership, corpora-
tion, or franchise) 
would work best 
for you. And as 

you grow, an attorney can foresee var-
ious business needs, such as zoning 
regulations, employment practices, and 
workplace safety. It’s also important to 
retain a lawyer if you are applying for 
trademarks or patents, because many 
legal issues arise during the application 
process. Finally, it’s crucial to have 
an employment lawyer review your 
employee handbook to make sure you 
cover all the bases, legally speaking.
	 It’s essential to find someone who’s 
experienced in business law, preferably 
someone who has worked with busi-
nesses like yours. You may also want 
to think about the size of the firm. A 
smaller firm may give you more per-

sonal attention, but a larger one usually 
offers a wider range of services.
	 Finally, you should find out how 
you’ll be charged for the legal services 
you need. Most lawyers charge an 
hourly fee, and the cost of each consul-
tation depends on the lawyer’s billing 
rate. That generally depends on level 
of experience, the part of the country 
where you live, and the type of firm it 
is. However, some lawyers charge a flat 
fee for a specific service, regardless of 
the amount of time it takes.
	 Specialized Consultant: If you want 
to get your business into the public eye, 
you can hire advertising or marketing 
specialists to help you create an image 
and positioning scheme. A small adver-
tising agency or independent specialist 
may be ideal for your small business’s 
needs.
	 There are technology consultants who 
can help keep you updated with the lat-
est software and manage the operation 
of your systems. There are also soft 
consultants, who are trained to teach 
your employees how to maximize their 
productivity, cultivate working rela-
tionships with clients, and more.

Get professional help with your business
Special to Pelahatchie News

u LOGISTICS
u COMMERCIAL 
      TRUCK DRIVING
u DIESEL EQUIPMENT

1-800-HINDSCC
www.hindscc.edu

In compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX, Education Amendments of 1972 of the Higher Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 and other applicable Federal and State Acts, Hinds Community College offers equal education and employment opportunities and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
religion, sex, age, disability or veteran status in its educational programs and activities. The following have been designated to handle inquiries regarding these policies: EEOC Compliance: Sherry Franklin, Vice 
President for Utica Campus and Administrative Services, Box 1003, Utica, MS 39175; Phone: 601.885.7002 or Email: EEOC@hindscc.edu. Title IX:  Randall Harris, Vice President for Advancement and Student 
Services, Title IX Coordinator, Box 1100 Raymond MS 39154; Phone: 601.857.3889 or Email: TitleIX@hindscc.edu.

I could do that!

Special to
Pelahatchie News
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Coach Simmons leads Lady Patriot Soccer to District Semi-finals

The ERA Lady Patriot soccer team made it to MAIS district semi-finals. The team pictured (l to r) front row, are: Audrey Mayette, Karlee Harrison, 
Madison Tigrett, Rivers Gilreath, Macy Brunt, Riley Irby, and Mackenzie Weissman; middle row: Mary Hayden Logan, Ava Vancor, Bre Harrison, 
Maggie Leach, Madelyn Logan, Aubrey Tigrett, Neely Brunt, and Lainey Channell; and top row: Abbie Hutson, Anna Lane Hutson, Halle Huffman, 
MK Sartin, Kyla Kate Huffman, Adyson Tadlock, Maile Tubbs, Anna Claire Shamburger, Lillie Cofer, Presley Thompson, and Coach Steven Simmons.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Coach Simmons is shown coaching a player during one of 
their soccer games.

Special to Pelahatchie News

							     

Call the library (601.854.8764) or visit the website (www.cmrls.lib.ms.us)  to register.

NOVEMBER LIBRARY ACTIVITIES
Santa Claus Is Coming To Pelahatchie Public Library

Thursday, December 5, 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. Mark your calendars
and bring your camera. 

International Game Week
November 4-7, Games, puzzles, coloring sheets set up in meeting room.

Stop by and play a game or work a puzzle.

Tween Book Club
(5th-8th grade), Thursday, November 14, 5:00 p.m.

Adult Book Club
Wednesday, November 20, 9:30 a.m. (entry through rear)

Discussing Mark Twain’s classic novel, The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Kennedy Lawns
“Where quality matters.”

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

	 In his first year at East Rankin Acade-
my (ERA), Coach Steven Simmons led 
the 2019 Lady Patriot soccer team to an 

11-5 record ending in the MAIS-Divi-
sion Two semi-finals. They lost to Harts-
field Academy, but started the season 
strong with a 6-0 record.
	 Previously with Belhaven University 

and Canton Academy, Simmons was and 
still is a club soccer coach. He coaches 
both boys and girls soccer at ERA.
	 Simmons attributes this year’s success 
to hard work, right attitude and confi-

dence. He feels the teams will continue 
to succeed.
	 Parents are excited about the new 
coach. One said, "He has done so much 
for this (ladies) team."

Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pastor's perspective: Be a blessing 
With Thanksgiving this 
month, I began to think 
about blessings I have 
received in life.  

	  Before we came to Cross Roads, 
Kathy and I served as missionaries to 
Brazil for 16 years. Every three or four 
years, we came back to the U.S. for State 
Side Assignment. On our first State Side 
Assignment in 1991-92, I went to a 
Missions Conference in Georgia. There 
were a number of missionaries there that 
week. Each night, we rotated so that I 
spoke in six or seven different churches 
in one week. 
	 While I was there, I stayed in the home 
of a farming couple. Lavonne and Ra-
chel were gracious hosts. One day, La-
vonne told me he had made an appoint-
ment for me at the Tire Center in their 
town, so they could put four new tires 
on my car. My tires were getting worn, 
and I had planned to buy new ones when 
I got home from that trip. He noticed 
their condition and decided to buy tires 

for me.
	 I said, "That’s very kind of you, but 
you don’t have to buy me tires." His re-
ply has remained in my head and heart 
ever since. He said, "I’m not doing it 
because I have to. I’m doing it because 
I want to. If I can be a blessing to you, 
God will bless me in return." So I came 
home with four new tires on my car.  
And what a blessing that was to us. I 
trust that God did indeed returned the 
blessing to Lavonne and Rachel.  
	 But that’s not the end of the story. 
After our State Side Assignment, we 
returned to Brazil. A few months lat-
er, we adopted our son David. He was 
23 hours old and weighed 4 ½ pounds 
when we brought him home from the 
hospital. He’s 26 now, and weighs a lit-
tle bit more than 4 ½ pounds! Soon af-
ter David was born, my mother called 
to tell us that she had been contacted 
by a Church in Georgia that wanted to 
pay for her to travel to Brazil to see us. 
Upon investigation, I discovered that it 
was the Church that Lavonne and Ra-
chel attended. In fact, it was their Sun-
day School Class that decided to send 
Mother to see us. They had fund raisers 

and took up collections. They not only 
paid for her round trip tickets, but took 
care of the cost of her passport and Visa 
and gave her some spending money, as 
well!  
	 Mother could not have made that trip 
without their help. She came to Brazil 
and stayed two months. She was with us 
for David’s first Christmas. Though we 
didn’t know it at the time, it ended up 
being her last Christmas. She died the 
following October.      
	 I contacted Lavonne and Rachel to let 
them know how grateful we were for 
their generosity. And do you know what 
he said? "If we can be a blessing to you, 
God will bless us in return!"
	 What a lesson for all of us!  If we can 
bless someone else, God will bless us 
in return. Now, you may not be able 
to buy new tires for someone, or send 
somebody on an international trip. But 
there are people you know who would 
be blessed to receive a card in the mail 
from you. There are people you know 
who would be blessed to get a phone call 
to let them know you were thinking of 
them. There are people you know who 
would be blessed if you said a prayer for 

them.  
	 You can also be a blessing to people 
you don’t even know by saying a kind 
word, or holding a door open for them.  
And you can bless someone without 
them knowing that the blessing came 
from you. Once, Kathy and I ate at a sit 
down restaurant with printed menus and 
table servers. We enjoyed our meal and 
asked for the ticket. The server told us 
that someone had already paid our bill!  
I looked around and didn’t see anyone 
I knew. To this day, I don’t know who 
bought our meal. It was a blessing to us, 
and I trust that God returned the bless-
ing to that person.   
	 An old hymn by Ira Wilson makes the 
point for us, "Out in the highways and 
byways of life, Many are weary and sad;
Carry the sunshine where darkness is 
rife, Making the sorrowing glad. Make 
me a blessing, Make me a blessing; Out 
of my life, May Jesus shine. Make me 
a blessing, O Savior, I pray, Make me a 
blessing to someone today."
	 Look for someone you can be a bless-
ing to. God will return the blessing to 
you! And be sure to take your family to 
Church this Sunday! 

By Guest Columnist John 
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross 
Roads Baptist Church 

Special to 
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First Apostolic Church
508 Heslep St.

Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Phone: 228-219-1972

Pastor:  Rev. Jerry Hamilton

Services:
Sunday - 10:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 am   Worship 10:30 am, 6:00 pm Wednesday Youth & Children 6:00 pm   Adults 6:30 pm

Pelahatchie
Baptist Church

www.pelahatchiebaptist.com
300 Church Street   Pelahatchie, MS  39145   601.854.8809

Please join us.
Service Times:

Sundays:
10:00 am - Sunday

11:00 am - Morning Worship
6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Wednesday:
7:00 pm - Prayer Meeting,

Adult Bible Study and
Youth “JAM” Session

EASTSIDE CHURCH
1143 Noblin Bridge Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601.260.9161

Je� Jones, Pastor

Parker Jones, 
Student Pastor

Joey White, Music
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Education is a family tradition for ERA’s Winstead
	 For Robyn Winstead, education is a 
family tradition. Her mother’s grand-
mother taught in a one-room school-
house in the state. Her father, Robert 
Gates, had a 38-year career as head-
master of East Rankin Academy (ERA) 
and is currently Headmaster Emeritus. 
Her mother, Dee Gates, is in her for-
ty-fifth year at ERA and is currently the 
ERA elementary principal. 
	 And, Winstead started kindergarten 
at ERA and has now been employed at 
the school for 23 years.  She taught one 
year at Carthage, but has been at ERA 
since that time, first serving as elemen-
tary teacher, then a high school history 
teacher. She was named high school 
principal in 2003 and head of school in 
December 2018.
	 “My family has invested our life in 
education, primarily at East Rankin 
Academy,” she said. Her parents were 
both at Pelahatchie Attendance Center 
before moving to East Rankin. Robert 
Gates served in Mendenhall and Slidell 
before becoming Pelahatchie principal. 
He retired from ERA in 2013, but the 
board wanted him to continue to handle 
the school finances, which he still does 

today. 
	 Winstead’s three sons attended or are 
attending ERA, as both she and her 
husband, John, did before them. John 
is a quality technician at Milwaukee 
Tool in Jackson and, along with Win-
stead, owns Pelahatchie Mini Storage.  
Her son Win, 23, is currently pursuing a 
degree in Health Information Manage-
ment at the University of Mississippi 
Medical Center, and Ward, 21, is study-
ing Mechanical Engineering at Ole 
Miss. West, 17, is currently an ERA ju-
nior, where he is a member of the ERA 
Chess Team, as well as plays football, 
basketball, and runs track.
	 Winstead has excitement in her voice 
as she speaks about ERA’s fiftieth anni-
versary and its 675 students. She said 
she is looking forward to the upcoming 
renovations and new building projects 
they will be starting in the upcoming 
months.
	 "My goal as the leader of East Rankin 
is to continue our mission of excellence 
in Christian education as we seek to 
help students be the best they can be 
academically, socially, physically, and 
spiritually."
	 Winstead and her family are involved 
in the music program at Pelahatchie 

Baptist Church, where she has served 
as church organist for the last nine 
years. Her husband and three sons also 
have their own quartet that performs at 
church and special functions.
	 A graduate of Mississippi College 
like her parents before her, Winstead 
received a B.S. education in 1992. She 
also received a Master’s in Educational 
Leadership from the American College 
of Education in 2011. Her great grand-
mother, who taught in the one-room 
schoolhouse, attended Hillman College 
in Clinton, which became a part of Mis-
sissippi College. 
	 So, the education roots in Winstead’s 
family run deep.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

The Winstead family are all ERA graduates. Pictured ( l to r) front row, are: Win, Robyn and John; and 
second row: Ward and West.

Robert and Dee Gates have dedicated much of 
their educational careers to East Rankin, and are 
still serving.
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