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By Guest Columnist John
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross
Roads Baptist Church

The coronavirus has
changed our lives and
the way we live them.
I don’t have to remind
you of all the ways that our lives have
been altered and adjusted during 2020.
And this year is not over yet! Just like
everything else, Christmas will be dif-
ferent for all of us this year.

At our church, we normally have a
Children’s Program, an Adult Choir
Pageant, a church-wide Christmas par-
ty, and each class has a get together with
gift exchanges or "dirty Santa." All of
those things have been canceled for this
year. We hope to just be able to continue
to meet on Sunday mornings for wor-
ship!

And most family gatherings will prob-
ably look different this year, if they are
even held. Because of factors like travel
complications and susceptible family
members, there will be plenty of re-
thinking plans and, possibly, canceling
them altogether, adding more anguish
to a period already filled with immense
stress.

And even if you make tentative plans,
be mindful that your situation could also

Special to
Pelahatchie News

NEWS

elahatchie
Pastors Perspective: Don’t let COVID-19 keep you from celebrating Christmas

change suddenly. Whether it’s a positive
test or an onset of symptoms for either
you or your family, it’s possible that
even the best-made plans might go side-
ways at the last minute.

One thing to be mindful of as you
make, and possibly change, plans, is
the fact that everyone is emotionally
exhausted, if not physically sick over
COVID-19. We’re all tired of it! But it’s
still here and will probably be hanging
around well into 2021.

So be mindful of how others feel and
understand that many family members
and others may have very thin emotions
right now. Be encouraging rather than
demanding. Be joyful rather than sad.
Be positive rather than negative. Be
hopeful rather than discouraging.

While the way we celebrate Christ-
mas may look different this year, the
reason we celebrate has not changed
at all! COVID-19 may have forced us
to change a lot of things, but it cannot
change the truth of God’s Word. Mat-
thew 1:18-23 still tells us this truth,

"This is how the birth of Jesus the
Messiah came about: His mother Mary
was pledged to be married to Joseph,
but before they came together, she was
found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was
faithful to the law, and yet did not want

to expose her to public disgrace, he had
in mind to divorce her quietly.

But after he had considered this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, "Joseph son of David,
do not be afraid to take Mary home as
your wife, because what is conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will give
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birth to a son, and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his
people from their sins."

All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had said through the prophet:
"The virgin will conceive and give birth
to a son, and they will call him Imman-
uel" (which means 'God with us')."

Luke 2:4-14 still confirms His birth.
"So, Joseph also went up from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because
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he belonged to the house and line of
David. He went there to register with
Mary, who was pledged to be married
to him and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the time came for the
baby to be born, and she gave birth to
her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in
cloths and placed him in a manger, be-
cause there was no guest room available
for them."

"And there were shepherds living out
in the fields nearby, keeping watch over
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do
not be afraid. I bring you good news that
will cause great joy for all the people.
Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the Messi-
ah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths
and lying in a manger." Suddenly a great
company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace, goodwill toward all
men."

Don’t let COVID-19 or anything else
keep you from celebrating Christmas
this year. It hasn’t changed! Be sure to
take your family to church on Sunday or
watch a service together.

WINTER SCHEDULE

"Sunday Worship Service:
9:00 a.m. - Blended Worship Service
10:30 a.m. - Sunday School for All Ages
"Wednesday:

5:30 p.m. - Family Dinner
6:30 p.m. - All Activities

Morning Devotions
7:30 a.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page

*Services broadcast live on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook page.

“The Church has not been closed...the Church has been deployed!”
(601) 546-2297 |* www.crossroadspel.org

Obituaries

NAME AGE Ty DOD  Arrangements
Frank Edward Evans 92 Oklahoma 10/29/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
Clarice Inonelle Pope 84 Forest,MS 11/12/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
Addie Mae 94 Jackson, MS 11/12/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
Betty Louise Rhineheart 79 Forest, MS 11/14/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Brian Keith Dolan 56 Forest, MS 11/15/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
James C. "Jimmy" 77 Lake, MS 11/19/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
Cooksey

Bobby Joe Loper 76 Walnut Grove,MS 11/19/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Kay Pettis Morgan 78 Gulfport,MS 11/19/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
Debby Hall Mccrory 67 Morton, MS 11/20/2020  Wolf Funeral Serv.
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