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By Guest Columnist John
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross
Roads Baptist Church

He looked up, and all he
could see was a circle of
blue. He looked down,
and all he could see was
mud. His name was Jer-
emiah, and he was a prophet of God.
His job was to proclaim the word of
God for people to hear. But they didn’t
like what they heard. So Jeremiah end-
ed up in the bottom of a pit.

Have you ever been there? At the
bottom of the pit? Looking up? Won-
dering how your world had fallen out
from beneath you? Maybe your "pit" is
a health problem. You noticed a lump
or had a pain, and all of a sudden your
world is changed. Or maybe your "pit"
is an economic problem. You lost your
job, or the bills keep piling up. Maybe it
has to do with relationships; a marriage
gone sour, problems with a coworker or
the boss, children or other family mem-
bers who are alienated. Or maybe your
"pit" is a spiritual struggle. For whatev-
er reason, you just don’t seem to be as
close to God as you once were. Or may-
be it’s our current situation. A virus that
nobody can see has attacked us. And, in
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a matter of days, our whole world has
been upended. Nobody knows where it
is or where it will strike next or when
it will end. Fear has gripped our na-
tion, and a feeling of helplessness prods
people into panic mode. It’s a pit, and
we’re all in it!

When you find yourself at the bottom
of a "pit," the best view is always up!
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Pastor s Perspective: While in the pit, you must look up

when things take a turn for the worse;
you lose your job, your kids get sick, or
your marriage starts to fail, it’s then that
you put God on speed dial. "Hello God,
help, my little boy is sick; or help, I just
got fired; or help, we’re having prob-
lems in our marriage; or help, this virus
thing is everywhere and I’'m afraid it’s
going to get me." Or "Hello God, help,
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discouraging too! So when you find
yourself in the bottom of a pit, the best
place to look...is up! And when you do
look up, that’s when you can see God!
But the sad truth is, when things are go-
ing well, many people "put God on a
shelf." Oh, you may go to church. And
you may even put something in the
offering plate from time to time. But

realize that you need to look up!

When you’re in the bottom of the pit,
it’s easy to look around at the dark walls
and the murky bottom and think: this is
it, it will never get any better. [ might as
well get used to it. This is the way my
life is going to be from now on. But, if
you look up, you see the blue of the sky
above. Looking up also causes you to
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see beyond the present reality to a pre-
ferred future. You can look beyond the
bottom of the pit and beyond the walls
and see where you could be and where
you should be. So look up!

There are actually worse places to be
then at the bottom of the pit. When you
look down and you can see the ground,
let it remind you that you are still on the
right side of the grass! And the truth is,
you don’t have to look far before you
find someone who is having greater
problems than you are. So look up!

When you’re in a pit, you learn to look
around and discover who your friends
are. While Jeremiah was in the pit,
wondering if anyone cared, there was
someone who was coming to get him
out. When you are at the bottom of the
pit, you find out who your friends really
are. During this difficult time, be sure to
BE a friend to others. And rest assured
that Christ will be there for you. I don’t
know how this Coronavirus thing is go-
ing to play out, or whatever other "pit"
you are in, but remember what God’s
Word says in Deuteronomy 31:6, "Be
strong and courageous. Do not fear or
be in dread...for it is the Lord your God
who goes with you. He will not leave
you or forsake you."

Keep looking UP!

During the COVID-19 Quarantine

s
Due to the COVID-19 virus, all services and activities at

Cross Roads have been suspended until further notice.
Please join us for our “On-line Services.”

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 a.m. at CrossRoadsPel.org

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:00 p.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook page

Morning Devotions
7:30 a.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page

“The Church has not been closed...the Church has been deployed!”
(601) 546-2297 * www.crossroadspel.org

SKYWAY HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST

Offers Our Weekly Message at
www.skywayhills.com/message-central/

To worship God is to stay connected to God.
Let Skyway help you stay connected.
“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

Psalm 271
[

For more information, link to www.skywayhills.com. Skyway Hills Church of Christ
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Baptist Church

300 Church Street « Pelahatchie, MS 39145+ 601.854.8809
www.pelahatchiebaptist.com

Sunday School 9:30 am  Worship 10:30 am, 6:00 pm » Wednesday Youth & Children 6:00 pm  Adults 6:30 pm

EASTSIDE CHURCH Please join us.
1143 Noblin Bridge Road Service Times:
Pelahatchie, MS 39145 Sundays:

601.260.9161 10:00 am - Sunday
11:00 am - Morning Worship

Jeff Jones, Pastor 6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Wednesday:

Parker Jones, 200 p Meeti
Student Pastor 0V pm -Frayer Vieeting,
. . Adult Bible Study and
Joey White, Music Youth “JAM” Session




