
14 July 2020

JULY SCHEDULE
Sunday Worship Service

9:00 a.m. - In Person Worship Service with Limited Seating in the
Sanctuary. Over�ow seating in the Fellowship Hall and

Student Center. No Childcare or Sunday School. Service broadcast
live on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook page.

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:00 p.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook page

Morning Devotions
7:30 a.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page

“�e Church has not been closed...the Church has been deployed!”
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

Pastor's Perspective: It’s time for a little kindness in our world 

 In December 1983, I 
graduated from New 
Orleans Baptist Semi-
nary with a Master of 
Divinity degree. Just 

before graduation, a ring salesman was 
on campus, so I paid a small down pay-
ment on a ring to commemorate my 
studies at New Orleans Seminary. The 
ring would be sent to me COD with the 
balance of $140.00 due.  
 Around the face of the ring it says, 
"New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary," and in the middle there is a 
depiction of the Ten Commandments. 
The ring has been an interesting conver-
sation starter. When we served as mis-
sionaries in Brazil, people would see it 
and ask what it meant. Or they would 
recognize the Ten Commandment tab-
lets and ask about it.  So I was able to 
talk with those folks about my ring and 
God’s Word and how it applies to our 
lives. One day, I even had someone ask 
me if I was the pastor at the Baptist 
church. I said, "Yes, I was one of them. 
But how did you know about that?" He 
said he had heard about my ring! So the 

ring led to a number of conversations 
about God’s Word and the Gospel.  
 But, I almost didn’t have the ring to 
wear.  I was 
the Pastor of a 
Church in Lau-
derdale County 
when I grad-
uated, and the 
mail carrier at 
the time was a 
member of the 
Church where I 
was Pastor. One 
day, she stopped 
and came to the 
door to tell me 
that I had a COD 
package and 
would have to 
pay $140.00 to 
get it from the 
post offi  ce. We 
had just moved 
to that church 
and were get-
ting settled in 
there. We had 
two small chil-
dren, and we had to buy some furniture 
and things for the house. We just didn’t 
have $140.00 to pay at that time.  

 The next day, I asked her if I could 
just let the ring go back. She said that if 
I didn’t pay the COD, they would have 

to return it. So I 
told her to let it 
go back, because 
we just didn’t 
have the mon-
ey right then to 
pay for it. She 
said that would 
be fi ne and she’d 
send it back.  
 That night, 
she and her hus-
band came to 
the parsonage, 
and they handed 
me the package 
with my ring in 
it. I told them I 
couldn’t accept 
it. But they in-
sisted that I take 
it. So I promised 
to pay them back 
when I could, 
and they said 
they wouldn’t 

take any payment, because they wanted 
to do that for me. So I’ve been wearing 
the ring for almost 38 years due to their 

kindness toward me.  
 You know, there are a lot of bad things 
happening in the world and in our nation 
right now. There just doesn’t seem to be 
much kindness being demonstrated. On 
the contrary, there is a lot of meanness 
being displayed by a lot of people.  
 But as God’s children, we are to be 
diff erent. The Lord gives us some spe-
cifi c instructions through the writings 
of the Apostle Paul. In Ephesians 4:31-
32 he says, "Get rid of all bitterness, 
rage and anger, brawling and slander, 
along with every form of malice. Be 
kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ 
God forgave you."
 And I Thessalonians 5:15 tells us, 
"Make sure that nobody pays back 
wrong for wrong, but always strive to 
be kind and do what is good for each 
other (in the faith) and for everyone 
else."
 It’s time for a little kindness in our 
world. You may not be able to buy a 
ring for someone, but if you are alert, 
you’ll recognize opportunities that God 
will give you to show kindness. It can 
start with us. It must start with each one 
of us. Be sure to take your family to 
church on Sunday (or watch a service 
together at home!)
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Pastor John Vaughn got this ring in honor of his gradua-
tion from the New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary 
in 1983.

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements
Earnest Ferguson  20 Morton, MS 6/1/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Melissa Williamson  55 Lawrence, MS  6/1/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jacob Park  23 Forest, MS  6/3/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Devarious Ragsdale  25 Jackson, MS  6/7/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Buddy Taylor  85 Morton, MS  6/13/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Mark Moore  56 Pulaski, MS  6/15/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Lola Jean Evan  65 Port Gibson, MS  6/12/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
James Arney Jr.  64 Conehatta, MS  6/15/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jerry Davis Sr.   44 Morton, MS  6/21/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Dorother Strugis  74 Morton, MS  6/24/2020 Wolf Funeral Serv.


