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Chiefs receive All-State recognition

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) Chiefs’ seniors Kenner Doster (left), linebacker, and Quay Ragsdale
(center), FS, were named to the All-State 2A football first defense team for 2021. Junior Elijah Williams
(right), linebacker, was named to the All-State second team defense.

Luker named Pelahatchie High
School New Teacher of the Year

Special to Pelahatchie News

Elizabeth Luker is shown receiving her PHS New Teacher of the Year certificate. Pictured (I to r) are: Phil-
ip Nelson, assistant principal; Leslie Herbert, instructional supervisor; Malcolm Luker, husband, Luker;
and Dr. Teague Burchfield, principal.
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Two Pelahatchie students
inducted into Phi Kappa Phi

Special to Pelahatchie News

Lauren Shoemaker and Kaylee M. Hall
were recently initiated into The Honor
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation's
oldest and most selective all-discipline
collegiate honor society.
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Shoemaker is a 2018 East Rankin
graduate who is a senior nursing student
at the University of Mississippi Medical
Center (UMMC). Hall is a graduate of
Pelahatchie High School.

East Rankin graduate Emilee Tadlock
of Forest was also inducted into the
honor society. She is also a student at
the UMMC.

These two students are among approx-
imately 25,000 students, faculty, profes-

sional staff, and alumni to be initiated
into Phi Kappa Phi each year. Member-
ship is by invitation only and requires
nomination and approval by a chapter.
Only the top 10 percent of seniors and
7.5 percent of juniors are eligible for
membership. Graduate students in the
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top 10 percent of the number of can-
didates for graduate degrees may also
qualify, as do faculty, professional staff
and alumni who have achieved scholar-
ly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897.
Its mission is "To recognize and pro-
mote academic excellence in all fields
of higher education and to engage the
community of scholars in service to oth-
ers."

Regional Library System

JANUARY PELAHATCHIE
u'ni LIBRARY ACTIVITIES

Pelahatchie Library Adult Book Club, Wednes-
day, January 19, 2022, 11:00 a.m. Discussing
Amor Towles' novel, A Genfleman in Moscow

Join the Beanstack Winter Reading Challenge
in January. Call the library for details.

Call the library (601.854.8764) or visit the website at www.cmrls.lib.ms.us to register.

By Susie A. Wolfe

First semester teacher Elizabeth
Luker teaches the Health Science
curriculum for students interested in
the medical field. She was named the
Pelahatchie High School (PHS) New
Teacher of the Year.

A native of Florence, Mississippi,
Luker graduated from Mississippi
State University where she received
a degree in Ag and extension educa-
tion in 1999. She went back to school
in 2011 at Hinds Community College
Nursing School to get an Associate
RN degree then to the University of

Mississippi Medical Center Bridge
Program RN to MSN. She chose the
medical field because she had a child
with spina bifida at birth and wanted
to learn as much as she could about
that.

Luker said she "loves teaching and
getting to know the kids and their
families." She tells the students that
"education can be your ticket to any-
where you want to go."

Her husband, Malcolm, is the direc-
tor of the FFA Center at Raymond.
They have three children: Natalie Put-
nam (Hayden), 28; Bradley, 21; and
Grayson, 16.
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MEXICAN GRILL

7 DAYS A WEEK
11 AM-10 PM

1102 Second St.
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601.759.5043



