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The cicadas in Mississippi

By Doug Carter, Rankin
County Extension Agent

Many of us recognize
the sounds of cicadas.
Cicadas are known for
their loud singing and
the empty, tan husks they
leave clinging to trees
and structures as the nymphs emerge
as adults. You may not know there are
more than one species. In fact, there are
around 20 species of annual cicadas in
Mississippi, and we are home to three
broods of 13-year cicadas, which vary
considerably in size, appearance and
especially sound. Sound is important to
cicadas, because males use their songs
to attract females of the same species.
Next summer, pay attention to the ci-
cadas you hear singing in the summer
months, and you will probably notice
several different songs.

The young cicadas are known as
nymphs, and they feed on the roots of
trees, quietly underground for years.
These nymphs emerge through half-inch
holes in the ground, shed their nymphal
skins and become adults to mate and lay
eggs.

Individual cicadas singing can be rath-
er loud, however, population's densities
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can exceed one million cicadas per acre,
and the combined songs of this many
cicadas can have an effect on outdoor
conversations and activities.

In Mississippi, annual cicadas begin
appearing in June. Some live in pine
forests, while other species make their
home in hardwood forests.

The nymphs of cicadas suck the sap
from tree roots, which may weaken
young trees, but annual cicadas are rare-
ly numerous enough to cause substantial
damage. The adult cicadas make slits in
small branches of trees in which the fe-
males lay eggs. The extra weight some-
times will cause the branches to hang
down and break.

Source: Bug’s Eye View Newsletter,
Mississippi State University Extension,
April 2021.
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TRAIL OF TERROR at Yogi Bear
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Yogi Bear on the Lake in Pelahatchie has held a
scary themed trail for years. Yogi Bear and the rest
are ready to scare on their Trail of Terror on October
1,8, 15,22 and 29. Call 601-854-6621 for more scary
details.
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NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS

1 & 2 BEDROOMS

PELAHATCHIE APARTMENTS
713 College Street, Pelahatchie, MS 39145
601-854-5814, TTY: 711
OFFICE HOURS:

Wednesday & Thursday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Appliances Furnished - Central Heat & Air
Laundry Facilities « HUD Vouchers Accepted

For more information or to place an application call the office
number listed above or come by the office during office hours.

J&A Management
Corinth, MS
662-287-6158

&

EQUAL HOUSING

7™ ANNUAL
RANKIN COUNTY BUCKING BRONC BASH

Sunday, October 9, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
8 miles North of Pelahatchie on Highway 43 - RAIN OR SHINE
122 Justin Dr., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

FUNDRAISER FOR LEESBURG FIRE DEPARTMENT AND EVER REACHING COMMUNITY OUTREACH (ERCO)
$12 Admission - Kids 10 & Under FREE - KID’S ZONE

THE BENEFIT RODEO FEATURES
10 Bareback Riders « 10 Saddle Bronc Riders « 10 Barrel Racers « 20 Bull Riders

Kl Like Us On Facebook @RCBBB
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