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ERA Track & Field finish the season hlghly ranked

Special to Pelahatchie News

The MAIS 5A East Rankin Academy (ERA) Patriot Track & Field teams recently com-
pleted their regular season, and their performance puts many of the athletes in position
to vie for MAIS 5A individual and team titles.

Following ERA’s stellar cross-country season, the track and field team kicked off the
year with February meets at the Pearl High School Opener and the Hattiesburg Fore-
runner Invitational. Notable results included freshmen distance runner Audrey Mayatte
winning the 800m race at Pearl, and then contributing to the winning 4x400 and 4x800
girls relay teams, giving her new personal records in all three distance races and a Mis-
sissippi MileSplit athlete of the week nomination. The Hattiesburg meet included top
three finishes from many Patriot athletes and featured a batch of new sixth graders who
also made their mark: Jillian Breland winning discus, Cade Vowell winning long jump,
and Edie Tate winning both long jump and triple jump.

March featured several meets at Canton Academy with notable efforts from seventh
grader Leah Collipp, picking up a hat trick to win the varsity 800m, 1600m, and 3200m
in a single meet; freshmen hurdler Katie Simpson winning both the 100m and 300m hur-
dles; freshmen Rosa Garcia winning both long and triple jump; eighth grader Addison
Derrick winning both the JV shot and discus; and the varsity girls team sweeping all four
relays. The teams closed out the month winning the small school division at the Rankin
County Championships at Northwest Rankin High School. Leah Collipp’s efforts during
the latter part of March earned her a MileSplit athlete of the week nomination.

The team was back in Hattiesburg in April to face off against 6A Presbyterian Christian
School in their invitational and then to Jackson Academy to compete for the Junior Var-
sity MAIS 5A District 2 Championship. The JV girls won their second consecutive JV
district title with individual event titles going to Katie Lee Tadlock in pole vault, Addi-
son Derrick in discus, Rosa Garcia in long jump and tying with teammate Abby Raines
for the high jump title, Emily Williams in the 400m and the JV girls team winning both
the 4x100 and 4x800 relay titles. Among the JV boys’ team top three finalists, freshmen
sprinter Aiden Harrell won JV district titles in both the 100m and 200m sprints.

Collectively, the East Rankin Academy girls and boys are highly ranked as they head
into varsity district competition.

Head Coach David Hopper expressed how he “has been impressed with the improve-
ment in depth and commitment from his athletes, especially his junior varsity boys.”
Additionally, “the return of East Rankin graduate and University of Alabama thrower
Coach Steven Boozer has aided in the rapid improvement in both discus and shot-put

Aiden Harrell won the JV
District 2 title for both 100
and 200 sprints.

Addison Derrick (left) won the JV
District 2 title for discus and Jen-
sen Baker (right). Both girls throw
discus and shot.

Brayden Warner is top ranked
varsity boy discus thrower at
the MAIS 5A.

Eli Bowman is top
ranked pole vaulter at
the MAIS 5A, District 2.

Photos special to Pelahatchie News

JV Girls, MAIS 5A, District 2 champs, second consecutive win topping
Simpson Academy, Park Place Academy, Lamar School and Winston
Academy. Pictured (1 to r) front row, are: Leah Collipp; middle row: Lydia
Collipp, Katie Simpson, Abby Raines, Emily Williams, Emma Raines,
Audrey Mayatte, Rosa Garcia and Coach David Hopper; and back row:

Katie Lee Tadlock won
the JV District 2 title for

athletes.” Coach Steven Boozer. pole vault.
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Obituaries Winstead receives The Taylor Medal
Special to Pelahatchie News

NAME AGE  CTY DOD ARRANGEMENTS P
lola Sharp Johnson 94  4/2/2022 Morton. MS  Wolf Funeral Home Joseph Ward Winstead of Pelahatchie, Winstead is pursuing a B.S.M.E. in Me-
Patricia Kelly 77 4/6/2022 Morton, MS  Wolf Funeral Home was among the more than 60 University  chanical Engineering from the School of
Lucina Castro 46  4/8/2022  Forest MS  Wolf Funeral Home |  ©f Mississippi (UM) students to receive  Engineering. .
Kurt Alan Mitchell Infant  4/8/2022 Pelahatchie. MS Wolf Funeral Home a 2022 Marcus Elvis Taylor Memorial The Taylor Medal was established at
Ray Taylor Wright 67  4/8/2022 Morton IV’IS Wolf Funeral Home Medal, the university’s highest academic UM in 1904 by Dr. William A. Taylor
Paul K. Rhinewalt 93  4/12/2022 Lena, MS Wolf Funeral Home award. . . of Booneville in memory of hls_son,.an
James (Mule) Williamson 55  4/19/2022 Lake MS Wolf Funeral Home The honorees were recognized for their ~ honored 1871 alumnus of the university.
Billy Stewart 60 4/20/2022 Mo rtor’1 MS  Wolf Funeral Home achievements on Thursday, April 7, at  The award recognizes no more than one
Billy G. Hines 79 4/27/2022  Morton MS  Wolf Funeral Home | | ¢ Inn at Ole Miss. percent of the student body each year.
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