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136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

TOMMY MILES
AGENCY PRINCIPAL

TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY
89 HWY 481 SOUTH
MORTON, MS 39117

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net
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 Secretary of State Michael Watson is 
pleased to announce a Mississippi Busi-
nesses Against Traffi  cking (MBAT) 
Summit to be held the afternoon of Jan. 
24, 2023, during National Human Traf-
fi cking Awareness Month.
 In collaboration with the Mississip-
pi Bureau of Investigation (MBI), the 
Mississippi State Department of Health 
(MSDH), and the University of South-
ern Mississippi (USM) Center for Hu-
man Traffi  cking Research and Training 
(CHRT), this live event will be held on 
the USM campus in Hattiesburg and 
will include educational information as 
well as a panel discussion with leading 
experts around the state and nation.
 “We are excited to off er an MBAT 
Summit for Mississippi businesses to 
ensure they have the tools and resources 
needed for educating their employees, 
customers, and communities to combat 
human traffi  cking in our state. I’m ex-

tremely grateful for our partners who 
have helped plan this event tailored 
specifi cally to the business community. 
It truly takes a team eff ort,” said Secre-
tary Michael Watson.
 The MBAT Summit is open to all 
MBAT partners and those interested in 
learning more about how to combat hu-
man traffi  cking in Mississippi. Attend-
ees must register prior to the event. 
  “As co-directors of USM’s Center for 

Human Traffi  cking Research and Train-
ing, my colleague, Dr. Kim Hogan, and 
I are thrilled to partner with the Secre-
tary of State’s Offi  ce in their eff ort to 
bring awareness and resources about 
anti-human traffi  cking eff orts to Mis-
sissippi’s businesses. We welcome the 
opportunity to highlight what business-
es can do to prevent all forms of human 
traffi  cking while eff ectively responding 
to their customers and clients who are 

aff ected by this illegal activity,” said 
Dr. Tamara Hurst, Associate Professor, 
USM School of Social Work.
 MBAT is a statewide initiative to raise 
awareness and empower Mississippi 
businesses to combat human traffi  ck-
ing. It is open to any business, nonprofi t 
organization, or association in the State 
of Mississippi that is interested in pro-
moting human traffi  cking awareness 
both internally and externally. 

Event details:
 • Date: Tuesday, January 24, 2023
 • Time: 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
 • Location: Joe Paul Theater, 118  
  College Drive, Hattiesburg, MS  
  39406
 • Click on registration link at:
  www.sos.ms.gov/press/secretary 
  -watson-announces-mbat-summit 

 For questions regarding the MBAT 
Summit, contact our External Af-
fairs Division at ExternalAff airs@sos.
ms.gov or 601-359-4454.
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