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Southern Pine hosts Cooperative University for area students

 Southern Pine Electric held its annu-
al Cooperative University for over 30 
high school juniors, representing 19 
high schools. Each student was nom-
inated by their high school counsel-
or based on demonstrated leadership 
traits.
 The students learned about Southern 
Pine Electric, electric cooperatives, 

and electric safety. The students also 
participated in various leadership ac-
tivities. They also met with their local 
legislators to ask questions that are im-
portant to them. Ten students were se-
lected to return for interviews to vie for 
Southern Pine’s Youth Leaders. 
 “Other than providing safe, reliable, 
and aff ordable electric service, this is 
one of the most important things we do 
at Southern Pine,” said Chris Rhodes, 

president, and CEO. “Investing in to-
morrow’s leaders will pay dividends 
for our communities. Seeing these 
young leaders makes me feel great 
about those leading the way in years to 
come.”
 A panel of outside judges chose four 
students to be Southern Pine’s Youth 
Leaders at ECM’s Youth Leadership 
Program. Ruby Sage Rogers of Pres-
byterian Christian School, Carlee Har-

rell of Seminary High School, Claire 
Hennington of Union High School, and 
Emma Thomas of Morton High School 
will all attend a youth leadership work-
shop in Jackson in the spring. In June, 
the four young women will attend 
ECM’s Youth Tour of Washington, 
D.C.
 For more information, email Southern 
Pine Electric at sbryant@southernpine.
coop.
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Thirty high school juniors met with local legislators to ask questions about important matters at the Southern Pine Electric Annual Cooperative University. They also learned about Southern Pine Electric, electric 
cooperatives and electric safety. 
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