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Pelahatchie High School 
is  proud to off er oppor-
tunities for students to 
gain experiences that 
will prepare them for the 
workforce. Our Career 

Technical Education (CTE) Programs 
expose students to job-related skills in 
technology, business, and industry while 
also preparing them for college. PHS of-
fers the following programs:
●  Health Science Academy
●  Engineering Academy
●  Family and Consumer Sciences 
●  Resource Management
●  Computer Sciences
●  Agricultural and Natural Resources
These areas expose students to job-re-

lated skills, real-world scenarios, job 
shadowing experiences, and fi eld trips 
to help them explore life beyond high 
school. 
This year, because of CTE, our seniors 

experienced a Reality Fair. During this 
time, members from business and in-

dustry conducted a real-world 
scenario for our students. They 
were provided a career with a 
salary, monthly expenditures 
based on their appointed life-

style, and emergency expenses. 
Students were expected to bud-
get their money and determine 
how much they would have left 
over for savings. This experience 
demonstrated to our students the 
importance of choosing the right 
career for the type of lifestyle they 
wish to live.
The Resource Management 

class at PHS, another CTE 
course, took top prize in the fall 
2022 Mississippi Stock Market 
Game. This competition, hosted 
by the Mississippi Council for Econom-
ic Education (MCEE), is an innovative 
virtual program implemented by teach-
ers across the state in their classrooms. 
The simulation is an eff ective learning 
tool about the free enterprise system for 
students in grades four through twelve. 
The program enables teams to invest a 
hypothetical $100,000 in the stock mar-
ket over a thirteen-week period. Win-
ners are determined on the percentage 

return above or below S&P 500 growth. 
Mrs. Mandy Herrington coached her 

students to Region 3 recognition in 
several areas. They were named Region 
3 fi st place and second place winners. 
The 1st place team consisted of Mac-
ey Bowman, Brayden Greene, Jabari 
Hodges, and Savannah Whiddon. The 
second place team consisted of Maggi 
Gilliam, Zion Jennings, and J.J. Hen-

son. The MCEE will recognize the 
fi rst and second place teams during 
a Stock Market Game awards cer-
emony on May 10 at Jackson State 
University. We are so proud of our 
students and Mrs. Herrington for 
achieving these top honors.
Finally, as we near the end of year 

one of the Engineering Academy, 
we refl ect on the progress Mrs. 
Nikki Nutt and her students have 
made. The Engineering I course 
challenged our students to brain-
storm, problem-solve, collaborate, 
think critically, and create projects 
throughout the year. They have ex-
plored types of engineers, construct-
ed bridges, created 3D models, de-
veloped a prosthetic hand and built a 
robot. The Engineering I group will 

end the year with a visit to Raytheon 
Intelligence and Space in Forest.
If your child is interested in designing, 

building, problem-solving or creating, 
please have them consider opportunities 
in our CTE programs. Feel free to con-
tact the school for more information.
Have a wonderful summer! We look for-

ward to seeing you in August! Go Chiefs!

Career Technical Education is worth your attention
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Three Rankin County high school stu-
dents won full tuition scholarships for a 
year to Hinds Community College after 
placing fi rst place in the annual Literary 
Festival  on the Rankin Campus.
Winning the scholarships were Han-

nah Robinson of Brandon High School, 
Dylan Davis of East Rankin Academy 
and Maddie Hall of Northwest Rankin 
High School.
Contest winners include:
Poetry

• First Place - “Blue Magic,” Hannah 
Robinson, Brandon High School

• Second Place - “As Rose Petals Fall,” 
Piper McGraw, Northwest Rankin 
High School

• Third Place - “Future,” Shriya Rajan, 
Northwest Rankin High School

• Honorable Mentions - “When do we 
Wake?,” Ellen Burnham, Hartfi eld 
Academy; “Mindset,” Nia Jones, Hart-
fi eld Academy; “Feel of the Bump,” 
Michael Andrew Newman, Hartfi eld 
Academy

Essay
• First Place - “The Necessity of Prac-

tical Classes in School,” Dylan Davis, 
East Rankin Academy

• Second Place - “Three Cornerstone 
Classes,” Anna Grace Corcoran, Brandon 
High School

• Third Place - “Three Courses that 
Should be Included in Schools,” Alys-
sia Hill, Pisgah High School

• Honorable Mentions - “Three Sub-
jects That Should Be Taught in 
Schools,” Jonas Vining, East Rankin 
Academy; “Lessons That Last a Life-
time,” Lindsey Watkins, East Rankin 
Academy

Short Story
• First Place - “Cicada’s Love Song,”

Maddie Hall, Northwest Rankin High 
School

• Second Place - “Just Another Walk,” 
Jacob Smith, Northwest Rankin High 
School

• Third Place - “Mascara,” Nora Rayne 
Edwards, Richland High School

• Honorable Mentions - “My Best 
Friend,” John Luke Johnston, East 
Rankin Academy; “Brother Against 
Brother,” Dylan Wesson, East Rankin 
Academy

Hinds CC awards top literary prizes
Special to Pelahatchie News
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Pictured (l to r) are: Hinds employees Carmen Abston and Betsy Martin; fi rst place essay winner Dylan 
Davis of East Rankin Academy; fi rst place poetry winner Hannah Robinson of Brandon High School; fi rst 
place short story winner Maddie Hall of Northwest Rankin High School and Hinds employees Larry Martin, 
Vice President Dr. Thomas Ware, Academic Dean Gary M. Fox.


