
Pelahatchie paints the town red

The Pelahatchie News will be spon-
soring the second annual Fall for Pela-
hatchie Contest, city-wide decorating 
contest between all the local businesses 
located in Pelahatchie. Businesses are 
encouraged to decorate their entrances, 
storefronts, windows and lawns with 
wreaths, scarecrows, fall leaves and 
more. The number one rule is to be 

creative and original with the designs. 
 The deadline to enter  the contest 
is Oct.8, and all decorations should be 
completed by Oct. 13. There is no cost 
to enter the contest, and judging will 
take place on Oct. 15 and 16. Winners 
will be announced by having a sign 
placed in front of their business, and 
a picture of their decorations will be 
placed in the November issue of The 
Pelahatchie News.

 “We are very excited to have the 
opportunity to sponsor the Fall for 
Pelahatchie Contest for a second year,” 
said Clay Mansell, publisher of The 
Pelahatchie News. “It was a huge suc-
cess last year, and we cannot wait to 
see how many businesses participate 
this year.”
 For more information about the 
contest, call The Pelahatchie News at 
(601) 566-1932.

 With the leaves beginning to fall 
and the weather blowing a little cool-
er, the time for homecoming activities 
has drawn near. On Sept. 26, the Pela-
hatchie Chieftains took part in home-
coming activities to help get everyone 
in high spirits for the upcoming battle 
against Ninah Waiya. 
 The day of festivities started with a 
Paint the Town Red Contest sponsored 
by the Chieftain Community Club, 
Town of Pelahatchie and The Pela-
hatchie News. Businesses were asked 
to show support of the Chieftains by 
decorating their storefronts within the 
theme of “Paint the Town Red.” Chief-
tain heads, feathers and the color red 

were splashed throughout the town to 
show their dedication to a Pelahatchie 
win. The fi rst place winner of the con-

test received a $150 prize. The second 
place winner received a $50 prize, and 

the third place winner received a $25 
prize. 
 After the businesses were judged, 
the activities continued with the home-
coming parade that marched through-
out the town. Several fl oats glided 
down the streets of Pelahatchie, and 
many locals came out to show their 
team spirit.
 To top off the night, the homecom-
ing pep rally was held at Muscadine 
Park at 6 p.m. Locals, students and 
faculty gathered in the park and partic-
ipated in cheers to rally their team for 
the following night. Kona Ice, Craw-
billy’s and T&J concessions lined Go 
Forth Street selling concessions to 
the attendees to benefi t the Chieftain 
Community Club.

Business Spotlight:
PriorityOne Bank
See page 7

Breast Cancer Awareness
See page 8 and 9
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By Kristen J. Rials

Fall for Pelahatchie Contest

Sponsored by

The winner of the Paint the Town Red Con-
test was Pelahatchie Medical Clinic. (Pho-
to special to The Pelahatchie News)

 The Town of Pelahatchie and Pela-
hatchie Elementary School (PES) have 
two very important initiatives, and we 
need your help.
 As you may have recently read, 
Pelahatchie Elementary School was 
graded a C by the State Department 
of Education. However, what you may 

not know is that the school has signifi -
cantly improved its scores from the 
previous year. It is the equivalent of 
moving from a C- to a C+. You may 
ask, as I did, what can we do to help 
our school continue to improve.
 In meeting with Mr. Ben Barlow, 
principal of PES, he shared a new ini-
tiative that the school has started that 
we can all participate in together. The 
Pelahatchie Elementary School “Keys 
to Giving Project” is raising funds to 

be used to reward children for good 
performance in the classroom.
  In exchange for a contribution of 
$50 or more, the school will recognize 
you with an arrowhead at the school. 
To participate, please call Pelahatchie 
Elementary School at 601-854-8060. 
Please join me in this worthy effort.
 C Spire Wireless is investing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in an ini-
tiative to provide internet services that 
is approximately 100 times faster than 

we currently have. CSpire recently 
launched a “Get Fiber First” initiative 

By Knox Ross, Jr.
Mayor of the Town 
of Pelahatchie

From the Mayor’s Desk

continued on page 3



     

 
 Happy fall, ya’ll! You would think 
that by now cool weather would be 
upon us, but hot temperatures still 
linger on, which presents a challenge 
to the fi re departments of the Delta 
District. Heat is always a problem to 
fi refi ghters while working a house fi re, 
grass fi re, car fi re, MVC or an outside 
medical call. I know I can speak for 
all the members of the Delta District 
when I say that we are looking forward 
to cooler weather.
 For the month of September, the 
Delta District responded to 115 calls 
among the fi ve  fi re departments. Pela-
hatchie responded to 32 calls. Lees-
burg responded to 23 calls. Walters 
responded to 22 calls. Lake Harbor 
responded to 22 calls, and Evergreen 
responded to 16 calls.
 On Sept. 9, Pelahatchie, Leesburg, 
Walters, Lake Harbor and Morton Fire 
Departments responded to a fully in-
volved house fi re on Old Hwy 80 at 
4:06 a.m., and they performed extin-
guishment and overhaul for over two 
hours. Then, on Sept. 15, Evergreen, 
Pelahatchie and Walters Fire Depart-

ments responded to a fully involved 
mobile home fi re and woods fi re at  
2 p.m. on Crook Ridge Road off of 
Rankin Road. This fi re battle lasted 
over three hours. Though each of the 
residences were a total loss, it did not 
stop each of these departments from 
joining forces and doing their very 
best to preserve what they could. 
The original Bucket Bri-
gades of years ago de-
pended on everyone 
pitching in to help, 
and this goes to 
show you that it still 
continues today.
 A big thank you 
goes out to Pela-
hatchie and Walters 
Firefi ghter Auxiliary 
for an awesome job 
on Sept. 15 in keeping 
cool water in the hands 
of the fi refi ghters and 
also placing cool wet rags around 
the necks of those fi ghting the blaze. 
This process helps keep the fi refi ghter 
from overheating.
 I am very proud to be a member 
of the Delta District and to call each 
member my brother and sister in ser-

vice! It takes special people to fi ght 
the unknown demons hidden in and 
behind those fl ames.
      This month, the Delta District 
wants to stress the importance of 
smoke alarms in your home. Smoke 
is the number one cause of death in 
house fi res. People rarely burn to 

death in fi res. They die as a re-
sult of breathing smoke 

and poisonous gas-
es caused by the fi re. 
A smoke alarm will 
let you know there 
is smoke in your 
house. The Na-
tional Fire Protec-
tion Association 

(NFPA) recom-
mends one smoke 

alarm on every fl oor, 
outside every sleep-
ing area and in every 

bedroom. Smoke alarms 
should be tested once a week. 

Standard batteries should be changed 
twice a year. Change your battery in 
the spring and in the fall. A helpful 
tip to remind you of this is to change 
your smoke alarm batteries when you 
change your clocks for the spring and 

fall, according to daylight savings 
time. Lithium battery powered smoke 
alarms should be changed when the 
low battery alarm sounds or chirps.
 September was Weather Prepared-
ness Month; and, on Sept. 18, the 
Pelahatchie Fire Department talked to 
the second and third graders of Pela-
hatchie Elementary about different 
types of severe weather and different  
facts about thunderstorms, tornadoes 
and lightning. The children learned 
what to do before, during and after a 
tornado and explained the process of 
Pelahatchie being a storm-ready town. 
Now, the education team of Pela-
hatchie Fire Department looks forward 
to going back Oct. 9 to teach fi re safety 
to grades Pre-K through third grade.
 Lake Harbor Fire Department 
wants to invite everyone who dares to 
enter their haunted house to come on 
out to 294 Old Hwy 43, close to Pis-
gah High School on Oct. 18, 19, 25 
and 26 from dark until the last person 
is scared.  Admission is $5, and there 
will be a concession stand with ham-
burgers, hot dogs and nachos to name 
a few of the items to eat. Also, Kona 
Ice will be on site. All proceeds will 

By Jenny Coward,
Assistant Fire Chief

The Hot Spot: Fire Department News

Cross Roads Baptist Church
Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
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pitching in to help, 
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Good luck to the Chiefs and the Patriots.
Don't forget your corsage for the homecoming dance.

Other available properties:

601-540-4084 Cell
601-956-2222 Office

300 Lakeside Drive, Brandon. 3BD, 3BA, 2500+/ 
-sqft. Bonus room/4th bedroom. Updated kitchen, 
formal dining, deck over the water.  Water frontage 
on Pelahatchie Bay. $289,900

Football
Oct. 4 Jackson Prep 7:00 Home          

Oct. 11 Oak Forest 7:00 Home

Oct. 18 Parklane 7:00 Away

Oct. 25 Columbia 7:00 Away                

Nov. 1 Copiah 7:00 Home

Jr. Varsity Football
Oct. 3 PCS 5:30 (B-team), 6:45 (JV)  Away

Oct. 10 Lamar 5:30 (B-team), 6:45 (JV) Home

Oct. 17 Simpson 5:30 (B-team), 6:45 (JV) Away

East Rankin
Academy Sports

Calendar
in which towns will compete to be one 
of the fi rst to receive this service. I have 
had the opportunity to be involved with 
the research by CSpire into this new 
technology, and it is amazing. Imagine 
having 100 times the internet speed 
into our homes, schools and business-
es. Our town is currently preparing our 
application.

 You can help by going by city hall 
and fi lling out a form of support, or 
you can email CSpire at getfi berfi rst@
cspire.com. Tell them Pelahatchie 
wants to be a gateway to tomorrow’s 
World Wide Web. We can be one of the 
fi rst in our state and nation to have this 
type of service. Join us in making it a 
reality.

The Mayor’s Article
continued from page 1

 Cross Roads Bap-
tist Church has called 
Gray Cole to be their 
full-time Minister of 
Students and Activi-
ties.  Cole is a grad-
uate of Mississippi 
College with a degree
in Kinesiology with 

a concentration in 
Sports Ministry. His 
previous place of ser-
vice was at Pocahontas 
Baptist Church. His 
hobbies are practic-
ing Brazilian Jui-Jit-
su, playing the guitar 
and doing anything 
outdoors. He began 
his ministry at Cross 
Roads on Sept. 1. 

New Student Minister at Cross Roads

Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News

Special to The
Pelahatchie News

• 215 Eastside Lane, Brandon. 4BD, 3BA, 2055+/- sqft. Bonus room/4th bedroom $209,900
• 310 Carr Meadow Drive, Ridgeland. 3BD, 2.5BA, 1928+/-sqft. Dead-end street $205,000
• 129 Hanover Drive, Brandon. 3BD, 2.5BA, 1782 +/- sqft. Formal dining room $163,000
• 121 Dogwood Hills Drive, Florence. 3BD, 2BA, 1562+/-sqft. Bonus room  $154,900
• 655 Southern Oaks Drive, Florence. 3BD, 2BA, 1391+/-sqft. 100% fi nancing available $144,900
• 57 Eastbrooke, Jackson. 2BD, 2.5BA,1832+/- sqft. Condo, priced below appraisal $139,900
• 104 Shivers Street, Pelahatchie. 3BD, 1BA.  Great investment property  UNDER CONTRACT
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continued from page 2 The cutest kid of 
Pelahatchie contest

The Pelahatchie News sponsored The Cutest Kids of Pelahatchie Contest on the The Pela-
hatchie News Facebook page. Participants were asked to send in pictures of their children 
taking part in fun activities in Pelahatchie during the summer. The lucky winners of the 
contest were Josh (ten years old), Jacob (eight years old) and Katie Jenkins (six years old). 
(Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)

Chiefs play the wolves

 
 On Aug. 30, the Pelahatchie Chiefs 
played the Puckett Wolves. The battle 
against the Wolves turned out to be 
quite a close football game with the 
Chiefs only falling behind four points; 
which left the score at 38-34. 
 However, many of the Chieftain 
players contributed to the putting 
points on the scoreboard. Junior play-
er Tony Beeman passed for 84 yards 

for one touchdown. He rushed for 153 
yards and ran in three touchdowns. 
One of the touchdowns that Beeman 
ran was for 60 yards off of a punt. 
Also, Beeman caught one interception 
and had nine tackles.
 Other players who stood out were 
Keldrick Stokes, who rushed for 81 
yards, and Desmond McGee led the 
team with ten tackles. Seniors Kobi 
Gordin and Billy Ray Holly added 
eight tackles on the defensive end. 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Chieftains and cheerleaders preparing for the game. (Photo special to The 
Pelahatchie News)

Bring this coupon in for a 10% discount on:
Depression glass of all colors • Appliances • New appliances upon order • Lay-A-Way

Local honey • New Furniture (Fenton, USA, McCoy, Haeger)

Plus FREE delivery within 8 miles & plumbing supplies coming soon!

benefi t Lake Harbor Volunteer Fire 
Department. Be warned, this horror 
haunted house is not for the weak of 
heart or the weak of bladder. I, my-
self, have seen some laughing people 
entering but crying and screaming 
people exiting. So, come on out for 
some hair-raising, toe-curling, top-of-
lungs screaming and nightmare-caus-
ing good fun.
 Remember, Halloween will be Oct. 
31, and do not forget to choose safe 
costumes, familiar neighborhoods or 

a group event to attend. Wear refl ec-
tive decals and carry fl ashlights when 
walking from house to house collect-
ing all that yummy candy. Without 
safety, a fun night could turn into a 
bad night quickly.
 Until next month, be safe doing 
your fall chores of raking and burning 
leaves and chopping that needed fi re-
wood. Make sure to keep your eyes 
and ears open for severe weather.
 As always, help is only three num-
bers away 9-1-1.



Pelahatchie paints the town red

	 The Pelahatchie News will be spon-
soring the second annual Fall for Pela-
hatchie Contest, city-wide decorating 
contest between all the local businesses 
located in Pelahatchie. Businesses are 
encouraged to decorate their entrances, 
storefronts, windows and lawns with 
wreaths, scarecrows, fall leaves and 
more. The number one rule is to be 

creative and original with the designs. 
	 The deadline to enter  the contest 
is Oct.8, and all decorations should be 
completed by Oct. 13. There is no cost 
to enter the contest, and judging will 
take place on Oct. 15 and 16. Winners 
will be announced by having a sign 
placed in front of their business, and 
a picture of their decorations will be 
placed in the November issue of The 
Pelahatchie News.

	 “We are very excited to have the 
opportunity to sponsor the Fall for 
Pelahatchie Contest for a second year,” 
said Clay Mansell, publisher of The 
Pelahatchie News. “It was a huge suc-
cess last year, and we cannot wait to 
see how many businesses participate 
this year.”
	 For more information about the 
contest, call The Pelahatchie News at 
(601) 566-1932.

	
	 With the leaves beginning to fall 
and the weather blowing a little cool-
er, the time for homecoming activities 
has drawn near. On Sept. 26, the Pela-
hatchie Chieftains took part in home-
coming activities to help get everyone 
in high spirits for the upcoming battle 
against Ninah Waiya. 
	 The day of festivities started with a 
Paint the Town Red Contest sponsored 
by the Chieftain Community Club, 
Town of Pelahatchie and The Pela-
hatchie News. Businesses were asked 
to show support of the Chieftains by 
decorating their storefronts within the 
theme of “Paint the Town Red.” Chief-
tain heads, feathers and the color red 

were splashed throughout the town to 
show their dedication to a Pelahatchie 
win. The first place winner of the con-

test received a $150 prize. The second 
place winner received a $50 prize, and 

the third place winner received a $25 
prize.	
	 After the businesses were judged, 
the activities continued with the home-
coming parade that marched through-
out the town. Several floats glided 
down the streets of Pelahatchie, and 
many locals came out to show their 
team spirit.
	 To top off the night, the homecom-
ing pep rally was held at Muscadine 
Park at 6 p.m. Locals, students and 
faculty gathered in the park and partic-
ipated in cheers to rally their team for 
the following night. Kona Ice, Craw-
billy’s and T&J concessions lined Go 
Forth Street selling concessions to 
the attendees to benefit the Chieftain 
Community Club.

Business Spotlight:
PriorityOne Bank
See page 7

Breast Cancer Awareness
See page 8 and 9
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Fall for Pelahatchie Contest

Sponsored by

The winner of the Paint the Town Red Con-
test was Pelahatchie Medical Clinic. (Pho-
to special to The Pelahatchie News)

	

	 The Town of Pelahatchie and Pela-
hatchie Elementary School (PES) have 
two very important initiatives, and we 
need your help.
	 As you may have recently read, 
Pelahatchie Elementary School was 
graded a C by the State Department 
of Education. However, what you may 

not know is that the school has signifi-
cantly improved its scores from the 
previous year. It is the equivalent of 
moving from a C- to a C+. You may 
ask, as I did, what can we do to help 
our school continue to improve.
	 In meeting with Mr. Ben Barlow, 
principal of PES, he shared a new ini-
tiative that the school has started that 
we can all participate in together. The 
Pelahatchie Elementary School “Keys 
to Giving Project” is raising funds to 

be used to reward children for good 
performance in the classroom.
 	 In exchange for a contribution of 
$50 or more, the school will recognize 
you with an arrowhead at the school. 
To participate, please call Pelahatchie 
Elementary School at 601-854-8060. 
Please join me in this worthy effort.
	 C Spire Wireless is investing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in an ini-
tiative to provide internet services that 
is approximately 100 times faster than 

we currently have. CSpire recently 
launched a “Get Fiber First” initiative 

By Knox Ross, Jr.
Mayor of the Town 
of Pelahatchie

From the Mayor’s Desk
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	 Happy fall, ya’ll! You would think 
that by now cool weather would be 
upon us, but hot temperatures still 
linger on, which presents a challenge 
to the fire departments of the Delta 
District. Heat is always a problem to 
firefighters while working a house fire, 
grass fire, car fire, MVC or an outside 
medical call. I know I can speak for 
all the members of the Delta District 
when I say that we are looking forward 
to cooler weather.
	 For the month of September, the 
Delta District responded to 115 calls 
among the five  fire departments. Pela-
hatchie responded to 32 calls. Lees-
burg responded to 23 calls. Walters 
responded to 22 calls. Lake Harbor 
responded to 22 calls, and Evergreen 
responded to 16 calls.
	 On Sept. 9, Pelahatchie, Leesburg, 
Walters, Lake Harbor and Morton Fire 
Departments responded to a fully in-
volved house fire on Old Hwy 80 at 
4:06 a.m., and they performed extin-
guishment and overhaul for over two 
hours. Then, on Sept. 15, Evergreen, 
Pelahatchie and Walters Fire Depart-

ments responded to a fully involved 
mobile home fire and woods fire at  
2 p.m. on Crook Ridge Road off of 
Rankin Road. This fire battle lasted 
over three hours. Though each of the 
residences were a total loss, it did not 
stop each of these departments from 
joining forces and doing their very 
best to preserve what they could. 
The original Bucket Bri-
gades of years ago de-
pended on everyone 
pitching in to help, 
and this goes to 
show you that it still 
continues today.
	 A big thank you 
goes out to Pela-
hatchie and Walters 
Firefighter Auxiliary 
for an awesome job 
on Sept. 15 in keeping 
cool water in the hands 
of the firefighters and 
also placing cool wet rags around 
the necks of those fighting the blaze. 
This process helps keep the firefighter 
from overheating.
	 I am very proud to be a member 
of the Delta District and to call each 
member my brother and sister in ser-

vice! It takes special people to fight 
the unknown demons hidden in and 
behind those flames.
      This month, the Delta District 
wants to stress the importance of 
smoke alarms in your home. Smoke 
is the number one cause of death in 
house fires. People rarely burn to 

death in fires. They die as a re-
sult of breathing smoke 

and poisonous gas-
es caused by the fire. 
A smoke alarm will 
let you know there 
is smoke in your 
house. The Na-
tional Fire Protec-
tion Association 

(NFPA) recom-
mends one smoke 

alarm on every floor, 
outside every sleep-
ing area and in every 

bedroom. Smoke alarms 
should be tested once a week. 

Standard batteries should be changed 
twice a year. Change your battery in 
the spring and in the fall. A helpful 
tip to remind you of this is to change 
your smoke alarm batteries when you 
change your clocks for the spring and 

fall, according to daylight savings 
time. Lithium battery powered smoke 
alarms should be changed when the 
low battery alarm sounds or chirps.
	 September was Weather Prepared-
ness Month; and, on Sept. 18, the 
Pelahatchie Fire Department talked to 
the second and third graders of Pela-
hatchie Elementary about different 
types of severe weather and different  
facts about thunderstorms, tornadoes 
and lightning. The children learned 
what to do before, during and after a 
tornado and explained the process of 
Pelahatchie being a storm-ready town. 
Now, the education team of Pela-
hatchie Fire Department looks forward 
to going back Oct. 9 to teach fire safety 
to grades Pre-K through third grade.
	 Lake Harbor Fire Department 
wants to invite everyone who dares to 
enter their haunted house to come on 
out to 294 Old Hwy 43, close to Pis-
gah High School on Oct. 18, 19, 25 
and 26 from dark until the last person 
is scared.  Admission is $5, and there 
will be a concession stand with ham-
burgers, hot dogs and nachos to name 
a few of the items to eat. Also, Kona 
Ice will be on site. All proceeds will 

By Jenny Coward,
Assistant Fire Chief

The Hot Spot: Fire Department News

Cross Roads Baptist Church
Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner
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Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
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Good luck to the Chiefs and the Patriots.
Don't forget your corsage for the homecoming dance.

Other available properties:

601-540-4084 Cell
601-956-2222 Office

300 Lakeside Drive, Brandon. 3BD, 3BA, 2500+/ 
-sqft. Bonus room/4th bedroom. Updated kitchen, 
formal dining, deck over the water.  Water frontage 
on Pelahatchie Bay. $289,900

Football
Oct. 4	 Jackson Prep	 7:00	 Home          

Oct. 11	 Oak Forest	 7:00	 Home

Oct. 18	 Parklane	 7:00	 Away

Oct. 25	 Columbia	 7:00	 Away                

Nov. 1	 Copiah	 7:00	 Home

Jr. Varsity Football
Oct. 3	 PCS	 5:30 (B-team), 6:45 (JV)	  Away

Oct. 10	 Lamar	 5:30 (B-team), 6:45 (JV)	 Home

Oct. 17	 Simpson	 5:30 (B-team), 6:45 (JV)	 Away

East Rankin
Academy Sports

Calendar
in which towns will compete to be one 
of the first to receive this service. I have 
had the opportunity to be involved with 
the research by CSpire into this new 
technology, and it is amazing. Imagine 
having 100 times the internet speed 
into our homes, schools and business-
es. Our town is currently preparing our 
application.

	 You can help by going by city hall 
and filling out a form of support, or 
you can email CSpire at getfiberfirst@
cspire.com. Tell them Pelahatchie 
wants to be a gateway to tomorrow’s 
World Wide Web. We can be one of the 
first in our state and nation to have this 
type of service. Join us in making it a 
reality.

The Mayor’s Article
continued from page 1

	

	 Cross Roads Bap-
tist Church has called 
Gray Cole to be their 
full-time Minister of 
Students and Activi-
ties.  Cole is a grad-
uate of Mississippi 
College with a degree
in Kinesiology with 

a concentration in 
Sports Ministry. His 
previous place of ser-
vice was at Pocahontas 
Baptist Church. His 
hobbies are practic-
ing Brazilian Jui-Jit-
su, playing the guitar 
and doing anything 
outdoors. He began 
his ministry at Cross 
Roads on Sept. 1. 

New Student Minister at Cross Roads

Photo special to The Pelahatchie 
News

Special to The
Pelahatchie News

•	 215 Eastside Lane, Brandon. 4BD, 3BA, 2055+/- sqft. Bonus room/4th bedroom $209,900
•	 310 Carr Meadow Drive, Ridgeland. 3BD, 2.5BA, 1928+/-sqft. Dead-end street $205,000
•	 129 Hanover Drive, Brandon. 3BD, 2.5BA, 1782 +/- sqft. Formal dining room $163,000
•	 121 Dogwood Hills Drive, Florence. 3BD, 2BA, 1562+/-sqft. Bonus room  $154,900
•	 655 Southern Oaks Drive, Florence. 3BD, 2BA, 1391+/-sqft. 100% financing available $144,900
•	 57 Eastbrooke, Jackson. 2BD, 2.5BA,1832+/- sqft. Condo, priced below appraisal $139,900
•	 104 Shivers Street, Pelahatchie. 3BD, 1BA.  Great investment property  UNDER CONTRACT
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continued from page 2 The cutest kid of 
Pelahatchie contest

The Pelahatchie News sponsored The Cutest Kids of Pelahatchie Contest on the The Pela-
hatchie News Facebook page. Participants were asked to send in pictures of their children 
taking part in fun activities in Pelahatchie during the summer. The lucky winners of the 
contest were Josh (ten years old), Jacob (eight years old) and Katie Jenkins (six years old). 
(Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)

Chiefs play the wolves

	
	 On Aug. 30, the Pelahatchie Chiefs 
played the Puckett Wolves. The battle 
against the Wolves turned out to be 
quite a close football game with the 
Chiefs only falling behind four points; 
which left the score at 38-34. 
	 However, many of the Chieftain 
players contributed to the putting 
points on the scoreboard. Junior play-
er Tony Beeman passed for 84 yards 

for one touchdown. He rushed for 153 
yards and ran in three touchdowns. 
One of the touchdowns that Beeman 
ran was for 60 yards off of a punt. 
Also, Beeman caught one interception 
and had nine tackles.
	 Other players who stood out were 
Keldrick Stokes, who rushed for 81 
yards, and Desmond McGee led the 
team with ten tackles. Seniors Kobi 
Gordin and Billy Ray Holly added 
eight tackles on the defensive end. 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie Chieftains and cheerleaders preparing for the game. (Photo special to The 
Pelahatchie News)

Bring this coupon in for a 10% discount on:
Depression glass of all colors • Appliances • New appliances upon order • Lay-A-Way

Local honey • New Furniture (Fenton, USA, McCoy, Haeger)

Plus FREE delivery within 8 miles & plumbing supplies coming soon!

benefit Lake Harbor Volunteer Fire 
Department. Be warned, this horror 
haunted house is not for the weak of 
heart or the weak of bladder. I, my-
self, have seen some laughing people 
entering but crying and screaming 
people exiting. So, come on out for 
some hair-raising, toe-curling, top-of-
lungs screaming and nightmare-caus-
ing good fun.
 Remember, Halloween will be Oct. 
31, and do not forget to choose safe 
costumes, familiar neighborhoods or 

a group event to attend. Wear reflec-
tive decals and carry flashlights when 
walking from house to house collect-
ing all that yummy candy. Without 
safety, a fun night could turn into a 
bad night quickly.
	 Until next month, be safe doing 
your fall chores of raking and burning 
leaves and chopping that needed fire-
wood. Make sure to keep your eyes 
and ears open for severe weather.
	 As always, help is only three num-
bers away 9-1-1.
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	 The Pelahatchie Lady Chiefs 
opened the season Tuesday, Aug. 27, 
against the Puckett Lady Wolves. 
They also debuted their new conces-
sion stand, dressing room and press 
box for the 2013 season. Pelahatchie 

played a solid game and came out on 
top of Puckett with a score of 12-5. 
The Chiefs were led by Senior Lacey 
Harpe, who went three for four with 
a single and two doubles. Becca Ken-
nedy also had two singles, and Qee 
Beeman added to it with a single and a 
double. 

Pelahatchie picks off Puckett
Special to The Pelahatchie News

	 For anyone interested in jump start-
ing a college career without waiting 
for the spring semester, Hinds Com-
munity College offers a number of 
options for second eight-week classes 
that begin in October.
	 Classes are available online and in 
a traditional face-to-face format. Most 
courses are academic courses, but 
some limited career-technical options 
are available.
	 For applicants to Hinds’ nursing 
programs seeking to finish prerequi-
sites, Anatomy and Physiology I with 
the lab are being offered on the Ray-
mond Campus and in an online format. 
	 Registration is now open for those 

classes. Traditional classes begin Oct. 
15 at most Hinds’ locations. Online 
classes begin Oct. 21. All second eight-
week classes end in early December. 
A complete listing of the eight-week 
classes by location and format can be 
found on the Hinds’ website.
	 In addition to the online classes 
listed currently on the Hinds’ web-
site, Hinds can also make available 
more than 70 academic courses online 
through a condensed format. For more 
information, contact the Distance 
Learning office at 601-857-3834.
	 Students are encouraged to register 
as soon as possible in order to get the 
classes and schedule they need.
	 For more information, call 
1-800-HINDSCC.

Hinds open for eight-week classes
Special to The Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie chooses 
Students of the Month

Pelahatchie Attendance Center selected the Students of the Month for the month of August. 
The Students of the Month are pictured from (l to r); front row: Monica Sanders (junior), 
Kessie Key (teacher) and Carlie Edwards (eighth grade); back row: Brock Wilson (seventh 
grade), Eddie Felix (sophomore), Kobi Gordin (senior) and Jacolby Magee (freshman).

Pelahatchie Attendance Center’s Citizenship Award recipients are Jordan Bishop and Ra-
ven McNair for showing the characteristic for the month; which was humility. (Photos special 
to The Pelahatchie News)
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Mini cheerleaders cheer at half-time

CHIEFS	 39
warriors	 0

ERA PAC

East Rankin Academy held their annual mini cheerleading camp for girls in Kindergarten 
through sixth grade. The high school cheerleaders hosted a special training after school 
on Friday, Sept. 13, to teach the younger students cheers for the football game against 
Tri-County Academy. At half-time, the mini cheerleaders performed their rehearsed cheers 
to rally the crowd. (Photos by Kristen J. Rials)

• Annual Wellness Exams
• Medicaid Immunizations
• Minor Emergency
• Prescription Weight Loss
• Pulmonary Function Testing
• DOT / School & Work Physicals
• Sick Visits

brookhaven	 27
Patriots	 23

	 Cross Roads Baptist Church is pre-
paring for the upcoming Upward Bas-
ketball season. This will be the 14th 
year of Upward Basketball at Cross 
Roads; and, in the past, over 2,000 
children have participated in the pro-
gram. 	
	 Player sign up is going on now, and 
the deadline to sign up is Oct. 11. Chil-
dren in Kindergarten through sixth 

grade can participate in either basket-
ball or cheer. Games will be played in 
the historic Cross Roads Gym; which 
was built in 1929 to serve as the school 
gym for Cross Roads School. The sea-
son will begin on Jan. 11 and end on 
Feb. 15. The Upward Awards Banquet 
will take place on Feb. 22.
	 For more information, call the 
church office at (601) 546–2297, or 
check the web site at www.crossroad-
spel.org.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Upward Basketball season begins
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RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Moncrief Furniture
Great

Bargains

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

To advertise on our Business
Card Spotlight page, please

contact Clay Mansell at
601-566-1932, ext. 1.

	
	 In 1976, the bank that would one 
day become PriorityOne Bank began 
its relationship with the community 
of Pelahatchie. From mobile home to 
their current facility, PriorityOne has 
worked diligently to earn the trust of 
the communities we serve and has ex-
panded to 11 full-service banking loca-
tions in the counties of Scott, Rankin, 
Simpson, Covington and Lamar.
	 At any and all of their locations, 
customers can always count on great 
personalized service with local people, 
and this clearly sets PriorityOne apart 
from other banks. PriorityOne Bank 
has experienced considerable growth; 
however, it still retains close banking 
relationships with their customers by 
providing superior customer service 
combined with current technological 
advances within the banking industry. 
At the branch level, PriorityOne Bank 
provides high-tech and high-touch 
solutions for deposit, financial ser-
vices / investment, mortgage and lend-
ing needs of their customers, whether 
it is for personal or business accounts. 

	 When it comes to loans, Priori-
tyOne is the one-stop shop. Customers 
receive personalized service through-
out the loan process from Priority’s 
top notch 
Team, and 
the loans are 
approved by 
local deci-
sion makers. 
With com-
petitive rates 
and flexible 
terms, the 
service can-
not be beat.
	 “You can 
rely on our 
team here in 
Pelahatchie. 
You will 
find knowledgeable professionals who 
know and understand our products and 
services. You will find our staff avail-
able and ready to serve each person on 
an individual basis,” said David Farris, 
Vice President and Branch Manager. 
“You will be met by friendly and local 
folks that know you by name and want 

to provide you with banking solutions 
that work best for you.”
	 The PriorityOne Team is commit-
ted to providing the Pelahatchie com-

munity with 
the latest 
available in 
the world 
of bank-
ing while 
m a i n t a i n -
ing a small 
town per-
sonal touch. 
The staff 
consists of 
hometown 
people who 
are dedicat-
ed to mak-
ing their cli-

ents the number one priority.
	 “We appreciate our current custom-
ers and ask them to recommend others 
to us, and of course, we welcome any 
and all opportunities to serve others,” 
said Farris.
	 Tammy Hines, the Head Teller, is 
one of the first people to greet you 

when you walk in the door. She is 
courteous and makes you feel right at 
home. Between Hines and tellers Am-
ber Wood and Heather Windham, Pri-
orityOne Bank handles more than 200 
transactions daily. These transactions 
include deposits, payments and more.
	 “It is our intent to deliver fast and 
courteous service to our customers. We 
greet them at the door. We call them by 
name and ask about their family. We 
appreciate our customers and strive to 
give them superior customer service, 
one customer at a time,” said Hines.
	 Lynn Harrell handles the role of 
Customer Service Representative. 
Lynn assists customers with online 
banking and bill pay services, and 
she also aids in opening new accounts 
(personal and business), savings ac-
counts, certificates of deposit, credit 
cards, loans, lines of credit and more.
	 “We now offer KASASA checking 
accounts, which allow customers to 
earn interest or rewards, and it is the 
customer’s choice whether to take part 
in this type of an account,” stated Har-
rell. “For new customers who switch 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Business Spotlight: PriorityOne Bank
The bank you need, the bank you know 

Pictured from (l to r) are David Farris, Lynn Harrell, Heath-
er Windham, Tammy Hines and Amber Wood. (Photo by 
Kristen J. Rials)

continued on page 13
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Vickey Campbell
AVP, Mortgage Loan Originator

PriorityOne Bank

ofc: 601-824-0299
dir: 601-414-3638

ofc: 601-382-3131
fax: 601-824-0559

vcampbell@priorityonebank.com
NMLS: 707669

1400 W Government Street
Post O�ce Box 909 - Brandon, MS 39043

103 Christian Drive, Suite B • Brandon, MS 39042
(601) 825-1172 • www.drbejohnston.com

Brian E. Johnston, DMD, FAGD
General and Sedation Dentistry

IN THE PINK PROVIDES THE BEST SERVICE FOR ASSISTING YOU AND YOU YOUR FAMILY
DURING THOSE TIMES WHEN YOU ARE IN NEED OF THOSE EXTRA CARING HANDS.

	 Breast cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer death 
among women age 40-50 
years in the U.S. However, 
the five-year relative survival 
rate for all women with breast 
cancer found at a local stage 
(cancer that has not  spread) 
in the U.S. is 99 percent, with  
survival rates declining to 84 
percent for regional disease 
and 23 percent for distant 
stage disease. Obviously, 
awareness can be a key 
factor in prevention, and 
we want to help spread 
awareness.

	 Thank you to all of the 
advertisers listed here for 
their generous  donation. 
It’s this kind of support that 
helps the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation raise awareness 
about breast cancer.

	 For more information, visit www.
komen.org or call Susan G. Komen®’s 
breast care helpline at 1-877 GO 
KOMEN (1-877-465-6636), Monday 
through Friday, 9 AM to 10 PM EST. Supports Breast

Cancer Awareness!

BOB HAGEN

P.O. Box 5477
Jackson, MS 39208
production@aaaprintingms.com

T: 601.932.3138
F: 601.932.3140
C: 601.942.9515

Printing • Typesetting • Graphics • Continuous Forms

 

T H E  P L A C E  T O  P R O S P E R

         Compliments
       of

Jerry Norwood
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October is

A BEELINE BONDING
FEDERAL • STATE • TRANSFER • APPEAL

Brandon (601) 825-5911
Toll Free (877) 750-5911

Fax (601) 825-6462
Cell Phone (601) 519-1688

Fast, Personal, and
Confidential Service

“We’ll Make A Beeline to You!”

288 East Government St.
Brandon, MS 39042

of Rankin County

P.O. Box 79
Brandon, MS 39043
www.indoorairqualityinc.com
iaqinc@bellsouth.net

Phone: 601-824-3899
601-856-1718

Cell: 601-953-3192
Fax: 601-824-3880

Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
R. Jason Gray, DVM

Proudly supporting Breast Cancer Awareness

High Speed Internet • Satellite Internet
Voice Bundles • DIRECTV

Home & Office Secuity Monitoring
Customized Enterprise Solutions

Know what is normal for you
By the Susan G. Komen Foundation, Facts 
for Life
	
	 The signs of breast cancer are not the 
same for all women. It is important to know 
how your breasts normally look and feel. 
Many women find their breasts feel lumpy. 
Breast tissue naturally has a bumpy texture 
that varies from one woman to another. For 
some women, the lumpiness is more obvi-
ous than for others. In most cases, this is no 
cause to worry. If the lumpiness can be felt 
throughout the breast and feels like your 
other breast, it is likely just normal breast tis-
sue. 
	 Lumps that feel harder or different from 
the rest of the breast tissue (or the tissue of 
the other breast) or that feel like a change 
are a concern. If you feel or see any change 
in your breasts or underarms, see your health 
care provider. 
	 Overall, mammography is the best breast 
cancer screening tool used today. It can 
find breast cancer at an early stage, before 
it can be felt. As new screening tools are de-
veloped, and we learn more about a per-
son’s own risk, we may learn who will likely 
benefit most from any given screening test. 
	 Today, there are specific screening guide-
lines for people at higher risk. Yet, only gen-
eral guidelines for those at average risk. As 
we learn more, more guidelines for those 
within the “average risk” group may come 
about. Today, women should discuss their 
Early detection screening options with their 
health care providers.
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of

with

the
Free CheckingPowerPowerFeel

0.10
1.52

On balances up to $25,000 
if qualifications are met

On all balances if 
qualifications are not met

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APYs accurate as of 05/06/2013. Rates may change after account is opened. Minimum to open is $50. If qualifications are met each monthly qualification cycle: (1) Domestic ATM fees incurred during 
qualification cycle will be reimbursed up to $4.99 per single transaction and credited to account on the last day of monthly statement cycle; (2) balances up to $25,000 receive APY of 1.52%; and (3) balances over $25,000 earn 0.25% 
interest rate on portion of balance over $25,000, resulting in 1.52% - 0.25% APY depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY. Qualifying transactions must post to and settle account during 
monthly qualification cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date transaction was made to post to and settle an account. ATM-processed transactions do not count towards qualifying debit card transactions. If 
you feel that you have not received the correct ATM fee reimbursement, please contact us. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means a period beginning one day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through one day 
prior to the close of the current statement cycle. Qualification cycle begins on the third Wednesday of each month and ends on the Tuesday preceding the third Wednesday of the following month. Limit one account per SSN.

Get Refunds 
On ATM Fees 
Nationwide*

To earn interest and ATM fee refunds each month:
Each qualification cycle have at least 10 debit card purchases post and settle; have 
at least 1 direct deposit, automatic payment (ACH), or bill pay post and settle; be 
enrolled in and log into online banking; and be enrolled and receive eStatements.

High Rates

%
APY*

%
APY*

Free debit card • Free online banking and bill pay • No minimum balance requirements to earn rewards

Open now at kasasa.com/priorityonebank

DON’T JUST BANK. KASASA®.
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Pelahatchie’s 2013 Student Council 

The Pelahatchie Student Council members for 2013 include (l to r) front row: Scheldon Irvin, 
Juleah Boyd and Lacey Harpe; middle row: Brianna Bennet, Jasmiah Collier, Lacey Pittman 
and Samantha Walker; and back row: Jacolby Magee, Jordan Bishop and Tyler Howell. 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Football
Oct. 4		  Sebastopol	 Away	 7:00 PM
Oct. 11		  Noxapater	 Home	 7:00 PM
Oct. 18		  French Camp	 Home	 7:00 PM

Oct. 25		  West Oktibbeha	 Away	 7:00 PM

Junior High Football
Oct. 7		  Lake	 Home	 7:00 PM
Oct. 14		  St. Joe	 Home	 7:00 PM

Oct. 21		  Scott Central	 Away	 7:00 PM

Cross Country 
Oct. 5		  Watson Quality Ford Inv.	 JH/HS	 9:00 AM
Oct. 19		  Choctaw Open	 HS	 TBA

Slow-Pitch Softball
Oct. 8		  Pisgah	 Home/JV	 6:00 PM	
			   Home/V	 4:30 PM

Junior High Basketball
Oct. 31		  Puckett	 Home	 5:00 PM

Pelahatchie
Attendance Center 

Sports Calendar

Pelahatchie’s 2013 Homecoming Maids

Pelahatchie Attendance Center presented their 2013 Homecoming Court on Sept. 27. Pic-
tured from (l to r) are the Homecoming maids for the 2013 year; including, front row: Caitlin 
Bishop (senior), Nikki Burke (senior), Destine Holifield (senior), Jasmiah Collier (senior) and 
Lacey Harpe (senior); back row: Tiara Collier (seventh grade), Lexie Walker (freshman), 
Maggie Bowman (sophomore), Monica Sanders (junior), Ivy Brock (junior), Samantha Walk-
er (junior), Jamarion Hardy (sophomore), Jamiyah Stokes (freshman) and Lanie Burkes 
(eighth grade). (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Having trouble selling your land? Call Greg Sirmon, Realtor/Forester

Sirmon Forestry and Real Estate
601-854-6631   •   601-260-9403

For tracts available see our website: Sirmonandassociates.net
Real estate listings, timber sales, reforestation, plantation thinnings, 
forest inventories, boundary line maintenance, timber trespass.
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AUTO - HOME - LIFE

SHORT TERM HEALTH

WORKMEN’S COMP

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

MAJOR MEDICAL - BONDS

FINAL EXPENSES

“Any Home or Mobile Home, Good Credit,
Bad Credit, Claims Free or Claim Free, Any

Location * Any Driver, tickets no problem, SR
22’s no problem * 30 plus auto markets
*Good rates for all drivers, discounted

premiums for everyone!

With more than 30 insurance companies such
as Allstate-Progressive-Travelers-

GuideOne-Foremost-Farmers-Canal and Safeway.
We have a plan to save you money, meet your

needs and keep you covered!

TOMMY MILES
Owner

601-732-6769	
Hwy. 481 South in Morton

SHEENA MILES
Agent - Morton

TOMMY MILES
Agent - Forest

601-469-7886
Hwy. 38 South in Forest

   National Cyber Secu-
rity Awareness Month 
(NCSAM), celebrated 
every October, was 
created as a collabo-
rative effort between 
government and pri-

vate industry to ensure every Ameri-
can has the resources they need to stay 
safe and secure online.
	 You may be asking yourself, “Why 
do I need to be safer and more secure 
online?” Connecting to the Internet 
with computers, smartphones, tablets, 
televisions, automobiles, watches and 
even with a pair of glasses paves the 
way for a more convenient, instanta-
neous, and entertaining way of life. 
However, there are criminals in this 
world more than willing to take ad-
vantage of individuals who fail to take 
the appropriate actions to minimize 
the risk of becoming a victim.  There 
are statistics from a number of reputa-
ble sources that have estimated annual 

losses from cybercrime is approaching 
the value of all global drug trafficking. 
This would put the annual losses from 
cybercrime in the billions of dollars. 
	 Another statistic agreed upon by a 
number of reputable sources estimates 
that in 2012 an average of 14 adults 
suffered from cybercrime every sec-
ond. These are staggering statistics 
that should tell us we are all potential 
targets.
	 Most of us lead Internet-connected, 
digital lives. We utilize the Internet to 
support our everyday lives through 
financial transactions, transportation 
systems, healthcare records, emergen-
cy response systems, personal com-
munications and more. The computing 
power at our fingertips today exceeds 
the computing power of NASA in 1969 
when they sent a man to the moon! 
Uncle Ben once told Peter Parker, aka 
Spiderman, “with great power comes 
great responsibility.” With the great 
power the Internet provides us, it is 
our shared responsibility to become 
safer and more secure online. If we 
collectively implement stronger se-
curity practices, raise awareness and 
educate those around us, we can make 

utilizing the Internet more secure for 
everyone.
	 Cybersecurity begins with a simple 
message everyone using the Internet 
can adopt:  STOP. THINK. CON-
NECT. Take security and safety pre-
cautions, understand the consequences 
of your actions and behaviors online 
and enjoy the benefits of the Internet.
	 This October, celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of National Cyber Securi-
ty Awareness Month by setting aside 
time to increase your cyber security 
awareness. Here are a few simple tips 
for minimizing the risk of becoming a 
cybercrime victim.

•	 Make passwords long and com-
plex: Combine capital and low-
ercase letters with numbers and 
symbols to create a more secure 
password.

•	 Keep security software current: 
Having the latest security soft-
ware, web browser and operat-
ing system are the best defenses 
against viruses, malware and other 
online threats.

•	 Automate software updates: 
Many software programs will au-

tomatically connect and update to 
defend against known risks. Turn 
on automatic updates if that is an 
available option.

•	 Protect all devices that connect 
to the Internet: Computers are 
not the only devices that can be 
susceptible to security vulnerabil-
ities; smart phones, gaming sys-
tems and other connected-devices 
also need protection.

•	 Own your online presence: 
When available, set the privacy 
and security settings on websites 
to your comfort level for infor-
mation sharing. It is okay to limit 
how and with whom you share in-
formation.

•	 Get savvy about WiFi hotspots: 
Limit the type of business you 
conduct and adjust the security 
settings on your device to limit 
who can access your machine.

•	 Protect your assets: When bank-
ing and shopping, check to be sure 
the site is security enabled. Look 
for web addresses with “https://”, 
which means the site takes extra 
measures to help secure your in-
formation. “http://” is not secure.

Cyber security tips to help fight cybercrime
By: Jay White,
Information Security Director,
Mississippi Department of
Information Technology Services
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	 No one wants to think about breast 
cancer often, but there’s definitely one 
person with whom you should dis-
cuss the topic annually - your doctor.  
From innovative detection tests to new 
prevention research, your physician 
can be a great source of information 
on new ways women are protecting 
themselves from this life-threatening 
illness.
	 “Between family, friends and ca-
reer, a doctor’s appointment may 
not be a top priority for women. But 
checkups are integral to breast cancer 
prevention,” says Dr. Steven Quay, 
Chairman, CEO and President of 
Atossa Genetics and inventor of the 
ForeCYTE Breast Health Test.
	 “October, which is the month for 
Breast Cancer Awareness, is an excel-
lent time to take five minutes to sched-
ule your screening exams,” Quay says.
	 Here are key topics to discuss with 
your doctor to ensure you make the 
most of your visit:

Risk
	 Breast cancer risk is multifaceted. 
Age is one factor -- as you get older 
your risk rises. Certain lifestyle factors 
can also increase your risk -- being 
overweight, taking birth control pills, 
alcohol consumption and not having 
children.
	 Genetic risk, heredity, the presence 
of pre-malignant cells and breast den-
sity should also be considered. Talk 
to your doctor about what tests you 
should be receiving to determine your 
risk, and if there are lifestyle changes 
you should make.

Testing
	 Breast cancer can strike at any age. 
Unfortunately, mammography, the 
most common test which is now con-

troversial as to its effectiveness, isn’t 
recommended for younger women. 
But now there are adjunct tests that 
younger women can request that can 
detect silent, reversible milk duct hy-
perplasia, a condition that can lead to 
breast cancer in a decade if left untreat-
ed. The new quick and non-invasive 
ForeCYTE Breast Health Test, for ex-
ample, collects and analyzes individ-
ual cells from a small sample of milk 
duct fluid collected from each breast, 
and can provide vital early detection 
of cancer or pre-cancerous conditions.
	 Just as the Pap smear has reduced 
cervical cancer rates by over 70
percent by finding and treating
reversible pre-cancer before it be-
comes cancer, the goal of Atossa
Genetics, maker of ForeCYTE and
other diagnostic risk assessments, is
to reduce the high rate of breast cancer 
through early detection of reversible 
precursor changes that can lead to breast 
cancer and to treat those early changes.
	 “From lifestyle changes to thera-
peutic interventions, knowing your 
lifetime risk of breast cancer can help 
you make important medical decisions 
now,” notes Quay.

Lifestyle
	 Maintaining a healthy body weight 
can reduce your risk for breast cancer. 
Ask your physician or a registered di-
etician for advice on improving your 
diet. Your doctor can also recommend 
the best way to ease into a fitness rou-
tine, taking into account your overall 
health and current fitness level.
	 If you’re a smoker or drinker, ask 
your physician to direct you toward 
resources that can help you curb the 
habit.
	 This Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, take charge of your health by 
learning more about early detection, 
testing options and prevention.

This Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month: what to ask your doctor
By StatePoint Media Services

Wal-mart donates gift 
certificates for supplies

Wal-Mart gave Pelahatchie Attendance Center teachers $50 gift certificates to buy class-
room supplies. The gift certificates were presented by Pearl/Brandon Wal-Mart managers 
Luke Gleason and Mike Castillo. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Pearlene Fairley, Kristi 
Scales, Sue Smith, Gail McMullan and Shannon Moore; back row: Avery Nobles, Luke Glea-
son and Mike Castillo. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

PriorityOne Bank
continued from page 7

their accounts to PriorityOne Bank, 
we will provide up to $25 for check 
cards and checks from their old bank.”
	 For customers that would like to 
learn more about financial services 
and investments, Harrell is the go-to 
person. She will introduce clients to 
the in-house Raymond James Finan-
cial Services representative and will 
help make appointments with the in-
house mortgage department.
	 PriorityOne Bank has a proud his-

tory with great local people to per-
sonally handle their customers’ bank-
ing needs while offering new, current 
and expanding products and services. 
They have the desire to provide cus-
tomers with the best possible solutions 
for them. PriorityOne offers big bank 
sophistication with small town values 
and is a safe haven in an increasing-
ly impersonal banking world. Priori-
tyOne Bank is the bank you need and 
the one you know.
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	 In 2009, a group of professional 
women who worked in the field of 
physical fitness decided to start help-
ing the plight that many young girls 
face in California. With the pressure 
to look, feel and act a certain way, the 
battle to feel good in their own bod-
ies is a difficult undertaking for girls; 
even girls as young as elementary 
school.
	 Their method of fighting back was 
by creating a program called Mini 
Mermaids Running Club. The club is 
a six-week running program that gets 
girls moving while also teaching them 
the importance of having a healthy 
self-image. Each week, the girls run, 
which improves their physical fitness, 
and they also learn a special lesson 
about how to feel beautiful on the in-
side.
	 The term “mini mermaid” comes 
from the old tale that sirens and mer-
maids were very similar in appearance 
but different in purpose. Young girls 
can choose to be a mermaid and listen 
to positive truths about their self-im-
age; or, they can choose to listen to 
their inner siren and listen to the neg-
ative lies that crush their self-esteem. 

Mini Mermaids is all about teaching 
girls to listen to their inner mermaid.	
	 The program has quickly picked up 
speed in membership with the Mini 

Mermaid Running Club across the 
board boasting 1,500 participants, and 
the club has just received a whole new 
troop from Pelahatchie Elementary 
School; which is the first and only 
chapter in the state of Mississippi
	 It all started with Pelahatchie El-

ementary librarian Melissa Rowell 
wanting to do something special for  
her school. 
	 “I was looking for a community 

service project to do with our school,” 
said Rowell. “I was browsing the In-
ternet, and that is when I found the 
Mini Mermaids program.”
	 Rowell contacted the founders of 
the Mini Mermaid program; and, from 
the founders, Rowell learned that due 

to the demographic of the school that 
the program would be completely 
free.	
	 Now, Rowell, with help from assis-
tant coach Lessie Johnson, run with 
their group of Mini Mermaids twice a 
week. Currently, the Pelahatchie Mini 
Mermaids are planning to take part in 
the Zoo Run on Oct. 5.
	 Another key part of the program 
is to take part in a community ser-
vice project, and Rowell and Johnson 
learned after talking with the girls that 
they all had an affinity for animals. 
So,  the coaches’ initial thoughts were 
to raise money for the  local zoo; how-
ever, they wanted to do something 
that would impact the Pelahatchie 
community. After a little research, the 
Mini Mermaid coaches discovered 
Angel Paws, which takes in strays in 
the local community.
	 “We decided to help raise money 
for Angel Paws by doing Pennies for 
Paws,” said Rowell. “The girls are 
putting containers in each of the class-
rooms, and the hope is that we will 
raise money for the organization.” 
	 For more information about the 
Mini Mermaids Running Club, con-
tact Pelahatchie Elementary School at 
(601)854-8060.

Mini Mermaids run through Pelahatchie
By Kristen J. Rials

Pictured from (l to r) are; front row: Keona Gipson, Reagan Sanders, Isabella Rust, Melissa 
Rowell (coach), Camden Patton, Lessie Johnson (assistant), Anzadious Gipson and Jamie 
Hawkins; back row: Payton Sanders, Kydal Patton and Katie Boyer. (Photo by Alicen Carol 
Wood)

Students selected for Duke’s TIP

Every year, gifted students are discovered through Duke University’s Talent Identification 
Program (TIP). Through the program, these gifted children are given the opportunity to take 
the ACT or SAT in seventh grade. Pelahatchie has five students who have been accepted 
into Duke University’s TIP. Pictured from (l to r) are; front row: Jon King; middle row: Jordan 
White and Harrison Till; and back row: Jason Collier and Makayla Minett. (Photo special to 
The Pelahatchie News)
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NOW ACCEPTING RESUMES
Sales Rep/Account Manager

Be a part of your hometown paper.
Please send resume and cover letter to: ClayMansell@PelahatchieNews.Com

601-397-4442

(Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)

Pelahatchie f i r e d  u p for HomecomingPelahatchie f i r e d  u p for Homecoming
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h
Fall Bridal Reg istry:

10/12 - Kristy Byrd & Hunter Thompson
10/12 - Beth Goff & Daniel Collier

10/12 - Michelle Coody & Evan MacMillan
10/19 - Meredith Beasley & Michael Scarborough

10/19 - Olivia Harpole & Jason Weatherford
10/20 - Meagan Millis & Cody Roberts

10/26 - Dana Browning & John McMorris
10/26 - Gillian Patrick & Reed Robinson

10/27 - Jamie Wright & Clint Walker 
11/2 - Lynn Marshall & Brandon McKay

11/9 - Dana Holman & Matt Grice
11/23 - Kayleigh Moore & Jake Pickett

11/25- Ashley Stuart & Cameron Radosky
12/31- Kacy McCaffrey & Billy Brake

Bridal Registry - Gifts - Event Planning

118 Service Drive, Suite 13
Brandon, Mississippi 39042

HWY. 80, Brandon - By Mazzio’s 
601-825-8282

Free de livery to local showers for reg istered br ides! 
We match Be lk coupons for the brands we carry! 

601-854-5256

GO GREEN 
BURN CLEAN
LAMPTON- LOVE of Pelahatchie

LAWN SERVICES ARE
IN SEASON.

Now is the time to convert your
gasoline mowers to propane at

NO CHARGE.
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Mini cheerleaders cheer at half-time

CHIEFS 39
WARRIORS 0

ERA PAC

East Rankin Academy held their annual mini cheerleading camp for girls in Kindergarten 
through sixth grade. The high school cheerleaders hosted a special training after school 
on Friday, Sept. 13, to teach the younger students cheers for the football game against 
Tri-County Academy. At half-time, the mini cheerleaders performed their rehearsed cheers 
to rally the crowd. (Photos by Kristen J. Rials)

• Annual Wellness Exams
• Medicaid Immunizations
• Minor Emergency
• Prescription Weight Loss
• Pulmonary Function Testing
• DOT / School & Work Physicals
• Sick Visits

BROOKHAVEN 27
PATRIOTS 23

 Cross Roads Baptist Church is pre-
paring for the upcoming Upward Bas-
ketball season. This will be the 14th 
year of Upward Basketball at Cross 
Roads; and, in the past, over 2,000 
children have participated in the pro-
gram.  
 Player sign up is going on now, and 
the deadline to sign up is Oct. 11. Chil-
dren in Kindergarten through sixth 

grade can participate in either basket-
ball or cheer. Games will be played in 
the historic Cross Roads Gym; which 
was built in 1929 to serve as the school 
gym for Cross Roads School. The sea-
son will begin on Jan. 11 and end on 
Feb. 15. The Upward Awards Banquet 
will take place on Feb. 22.
 For more information, call the 
church offi ce at (601) 546–2297, or 
check the web site at www.crossroad-
spel.org.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Upward Basketball season begins
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RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

Moncrief Furniture
Great

Bargains

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

To advertise on our Business
Card Spotlight page, please

contact Clay Mansell at
601-566-1932, ext. 1.

 
 In 1976, the bank that would one 
day become PriorityOne Bank began 
its relationship with the community 
of Pelahatchie. From mobile home to 
their current facility, PriorityOne has 
worked diligently to earn the trust of 
the communities we serve and has ex-
panded to 11 full-service banking loca-
tions in the counties of Scott, Rankin, 
Simpson, Covington and Lamar.
 At any and all of their locations, 
customers can always count on great 
personalized service with local people, 
and this clearly sets PriorityOne apart 
from other banks. PriorityOne Bank 
has experienced considerable growth; 
however, it still retains close banking 
relationships with their customers by 
providing superior customer service 
combined with current technological 
advances within the banking industry. 
At the branch level, PriorityOne Bank 
provides high-tech and high-touch 
solutions for deposit, fi nancial ser-
vices / investment, mortgage and lend-
ing needs of their customers, whether 
it is for personal or business accounts. 

 When it comes to loans, Priori-
tyOne is the one-stop shop. Customers 
receive personalized service through-
out the loan process from Priority’s 
top notch 
Team, and 
the loans are 
approved by 
local deci-
sion makers. 
With com-
petitive rates 
and fl exible 
terms, the 
service can-
not be beat.
 “You can 
rely on our 
team here in 
Pelahatchie. 
You will 
fi nd knowledgeable professionals who 
know and understand our products and 
services. You will fi nd our staff avail-
able and ready to serve each person on 
an individual basis,” said David Farris, 
Vice President and Branch Manager. 
“You will be met by friendly and local 
folks that know you by name and want 

to provide you with banking solutions 
that work best for you.”
 The PriorityOne Team is commit-
ted to providing the Pelahatchie com-

munity with 
the latest 
available in 
the world 
of bank-
ing while 
m a i n t a i n -
ing a small 
town per-
sonal touch. 
The staff 
consists of 
hometown 
people who 
are dedicat-
ed to mak-
ing their cli-

ents the number one priority.
 “We appreciate our current custom-
ers and ask them to recommend others 
to us, and of course, we welcome any 
and all opportunities to serve others,” 
said Farris.
 Tammy Hines, the Head Teller, is 
one of the fi rst people to greet you 

when you walk in the door. She is 
courteous and makes you feel right at 
home. Between Hines and tellers Am-
ber Wood and Heather Windham, Pri-
orityOne Bank handles more than 200 
transactions daily. These transactions 
include deposits, payments and more.
 “It is our intent to deliver fast and 
courteous service to our customers. We 
greet them at the door. We call them by 
name and ask about their family. We 
appreciate our customers and strive to 
give them superior customer service, 
one customer at a time,” said Hines.
 Lynn Harrell handles the role of 
Customer Service Representative. 
Lynn assists customers with online 
banking and bill pay services, and 
she also aids in opening new accounts 
(personal and business), savings ac-
counts, certifi cates of deposit, credit 
cards, loans, lines of credit and more.
 “We now offer KASASA checking 
accounts, which allow customers to 
earn interest or rewards, and it is the 
customer’s choice whether to take part 
in this type of an account,” stated Har-
rell. “For new customers who switch 

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Business Spotlight: PriorityOne Bank
The bank you need, the bank you know 

Pictured from (l to r) are David Farris, Lynn Harrell, Heath-
er Windham, Tammy Hines and Amber Wood. (Photo by 
Kristen J. Rials)

continued on page 13
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October is

Vickey Campbell
AVP, Mortgage Loan Originator

PriorityOne Bank

ofc: 601-824-0299
dir: 601-414-3638

ofc: 601-382-3131
fax: 601-824-0559

vcampbell@priorityonebank.com
NMLS: 707669

1400 W Government Street
Post O�ce Box 909 - Brandon, MS 39043

103 Christian Drive, Suite B • Brandon, MS 39042
(601) 825-1172 • www.drbejohnston.com

Brian E. Johnston, DMD, FAGD
General and Sedation Dentistry

IN THE PINK PROVIDES THE BEST SERVICE FOR ASSISTING YOU AND YOU YOUR FAMILY
DURING THOSE TIMES WHEN YOU ARE IN NEED OF THOSE EXTRA CARING HANDS.

 Breast cancer is the leading 
cause of cancer death 
among women age 40-50 
years in the U.S. However, 
the fi ve-year relative survival 
rate for all women with breast 
cancer found at a local stage 
(cancer that has not  spread) 
in the U.S. is 99 percent, with  
survival rates declining to 84 
percent for regional disease 
and 23 percent for distant 
stage disease. Obviously, 
awareness can be a key 
factor in prevention, and 
we want to help spread 
awareness.

 Thank you to all of the 
advertisers listed here for 
their generous  donation. 
It’s this kind of support that 
helps the Susan G. Komen 
Foundation raise awareness 
about breast cancer.

 For more information, visit www.
komen.org or call Susan G. Komen®’s 
breast care helpline at 1-877 GO 
KOMEN (1-877-465-6636), Monday 
through Friday, 9 AM to 10 PM EST. Supports Breast

Cancer Awareness!

BOB HAGEN

P.O. Box 5477
Jackson, MS 39208
production@aaaprintingms.com

T: 601.932.3138
F: 601.932.3140
C: 601.942.9515

Printing • Typesetting • Graphics • Continuous Forms

 

T H E  P L A C E  T O  P R O S P E R

A BEELINE BONDING
FEDERAL • STATE • TRANSFER • APPEAL

Brandon (601) 825-5911
Toll Free (877) 750-5911

Fax (601) 825-6462
Cell Phone (601) 519-1688

Fast, Personal, and
Confidential Service

“We’ll Make A Beeline to You!”

288 East Government St.
Brandon, MS 39042

of Rankin County

P.O. Box 79
Brandon, MS 39043
www.indoorairqualityinc.com
iaqinc@bellsouth.net

Phone: 601-824-3899
601-856-1718

Cell: 601-953-3192
Fax: 601-824-3880

Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM
Staci L. Rhodes, DVM
R. Jason Gray, DVM

Proudly supporting Breast Cancer Awareness

High Speed Internet • Satellite Internet
Voice Bundles • DIRECTV

Home & Office Secuity Monitoring
Customized Enterprise Solutions

Know what is normal for you
By the Susan G. Komen Foundation, Facts 
for Life
 
 The signs of breast cancer are not the 
same for all women. It is important to know 
how your breasts normally look and feel. 
Many women fi nd their breasts feel lumpy. 
Breast tissue naturally has a bumpy texture 
that varies from one woman to another. For 
some women, the lumpiness is more obvi-
ous than for others. In most cases, this is no 
cause to worry. If the lumpiness can be felt 
throughout the breast and feels like your 
other breast, it is likely just normal breast tis-
sue. 
 Lumps that feel harder or different from 
the rest of the breast tissue (or the tissue of 
the other breast) or that feel like a change 
are a concern. If you feel or see any change 
in your breasts or underarms, see your health 
care provider. 
 Overall, mammography is the best breast 
cancer screening tool used today. It can 
fi nd breast cancer at an early stage, before 
it can be felt. As new screening tools are de-
veloped, and we learn more about a per-
son’s own risk, we may learn who will likely 
benefi t most from any given screening test. 
 Today, there are specifi c screening guide-
lines for people at higher risk. Yet, only gen-
eral guidelines for those at average risk. As 
we learn more, more guidelines for those 
within the “average risk” group may come 
about. Today, women should discuss their 
Early detection screening options with their 
health care providers.

         Compliments
       of

Jerry Norwood

         

Jerry Norwood

         

Jerry Norwood
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with
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Free CheckingPowerPowerFeel

0.10
1.52

On balances up to $25,000 
if qualifications are met

On all balances if 
qualifications are not met

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APYs accurate as of 05/06/2013. Rates may change after account is opened. Minimum to open is $50. If qualifications are met each monthly qualification cycle: (1) Domestic ATM fees incurred during 
qualification cycle will be reimbursed up to $4.99 per single transaction and credited to account on the last day of monthly statement cycle; (2) balances up to $25,000 receive APY of 1.52%; and (3) balances over $25,000 earn 0.25% 
interest rate on portion of balance over $25,000, resulting in 1.52% - 0.25% APY depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY. Qualifying transactions must post to and settle account during 
monthly qualification cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking days from the date transaction was made to post to and settle an account. ATM-processed transactions do not count towards qualifying debit card transactions. If 
you feel that you have not received the correct ATM fee reimbursement, please contact us. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means a period beginning one day prior to the first day of the current statement cycle through one day 
prior to the close of the current statement cycle. Qualification cycle begins on the third Wednesday of each month and ends on the Tuesday preceding the third Wednesday of the following month. Limit one account per SSN.

Get Refunds 
On ATM Fees 
Nationwide*

To earn interest and ATM fee refunds each month:
Each qualification cycle have at least 10 debit card purchases post and settle; have 
at least 1 direct deposit, automatic payment (ACH), or bill pay post and settle; be 
enrolled in and log into online banking; and be enrolled and receive eStatements.

High Rates

%
APY*

%
APY*

Free debit card • Free online banking and bill pay • No minimum balance requirements to earn rewards

Open now at kasasa.com/priorityonebank

DON’T JUST BANK. KASASA®.
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Pelahatchie’s 2013 Student Council 

The Pelahatchie Student Council members for 2013 include (l to r) front row: Scheldon Irvin, 
Juleah Boyd and Lacey Harpe; middle row: Brianna Bennet, Jasmiah Collier, Lacey Pittman 
and Samantha Walker; and back row: Jacolby Magee, Jordan Bishop and Tyler Howell. 
(Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Football
Oct. 4  Sebastopol Away 7:00 PM
Oct. 11  Noxapater Home 7:00 PM
Oct. 18  French Camp Home 7:00 PM

Oct. 25  West Oktibbeha Away 7:00 PM

Junior High Football
Oct. 7  Lake Home 7:00 PM
Oct. 14  St. Joe Home 7:00 PM

Oct. 21  Scott Central Away 7:00 PM

Cross Country 
Oct. 5  Watson Quality Ford Inv. JH/HS 9:00 AM
Oct. 19  Choctaw Open HS TBA

Slow-Pitch Softball
Oct. 8  Pisgah Home/JV 6:00 PM 
   Home/V 4:30 PM

Junior High Basketball
Oct. 31  Puckett Home 5:00 PM

Pelahatchie
Attendance Center 

Sports Calendar

Pelahatchie’s 2013 Homecoming Maids

Pelahatchie Attendance Center presented their 2013 Homecoming Court on Sept. 27. Pic-
tured from (l to r) are the Homecoming maids for the 2013 year; including, front row: Caitlin 
Bishop (senior), Nikki Burke (senior), Destine Holifi eld (senior), Jasmiah Collier (senior) and 
Lacey Harpe (senior); back row: Tiara Collier (seventh grade), Lexie Walker (freshman), 
Maggie Bowman (sophomore), Monica Sanders (junior), Ivy Brock (junior), Samantha Walk-
er (junior), Jamarion Hardy (sophomore), Jamiyah Stokes (freshman) and Lanie Burkes 
(eighth grade). (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Having trouble selling your land? Call Greg Sirmon, Realtor/Forester

Sirmon Forestry and Real Estate
601-854-6631   •   601-260-9403

For tracts available see our website: Sirmonandassociates.net
Real estate listings, timber sales, reforestation, plantation thinnings, 
forest inventories, boundary line maintenance, timber trespass.
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AUTO - HOME - LIFE

SHORT TERM HEALTH

WORKMEN’S COMP

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS

MAJOR MEDICAL - BONDS

FINAL EXPENSES

“Any Home or Mobile Home, Good Credit,
Bad Credit, Claims Free or Claim Free, Any

Location * Any Driver, tickets no problem, SR
22’s no problem * 30 plus auto markets
*Good rates for all drivers, discounted

premiums for everyone!

With more than 30 insurance companies such
as Allstate-Progressive-Travelers-

GuideOne-Foremost-Farmers-Canal and Safeway.
We have a plan to save you money, meet your

needs and keep you covered!

TOMMY MILES
Owner

601-732-6769 
Hwy. 481 South in Morton

SHEENA MILES
Agent - Morton

TOMMY MILES
Agent - Forest

601-469-7886
Hwy. 38 South in Forest

   National Cyber Secu-
rity Awareness Month 
(NCSAM), celebrated 
every October, was 
created as a collabo-
rative effort between 
government and pri-

vate industry to ensure every Ameri-
can has the resources they need to stay 
safe and secure online.
 You may be asking yourself, “Why 
do I need to be safer and more secure 
online?” Connecting to the Internet 
with computers, smartphones, tablets, 
televisions, automobiles, watches and 
even with a pair of glasses paves the 
way for a more convenient, instanta-
neous, and entertaining way of life. 
However, there are criminals in this 
world more than willing to take ad-
vantage of individuals who fail to take 
the appropriate actions to minimize 
the risk of becoming a victim.  There 
are statistics from a number of reputa-
ble sources that have estimated annual 

losses from cybercrime is approaching 
the value of all global drug traffi cking. 
This would put the annual losses from 
cybercrime in the billions of dollars. 
 Another statistic agreed upon by a 
number of reputable sources estimates 
that in 2012 an average of 14 adults 
suffered from cybercrime every sec-
ond. These are staggering statistics 
that should tell us we are all potential 
targets.
 Most of us lead Internet-connected, 
digital lives. We utilize the Internet to 
support our everyday lives through 
fi nancial transactions, transportation 
systems, healthcare records, emergen-
cy response systems, personal com-
munications and more. The computing 
power at our fi ngertips today exceeds 
the computing power of NASA in 1969 
when they sent a man to the moon! 
Uncle Ben once told Peter Parker, aka 
Spiderman, “with great power comes 
great responsibility.” With the great 
power the Internet provides us, it is 
our shared responsibility to become 
safer and more secure online. If we 
collectively implement stronger se-
curity practices, raise awareness and 
educate those around us, we can make 

utilizing the Internet more secure for 
everyone.
 Cybersecurity begins with a simple 
message everyone using the Internet 
can adopt:  STOP. THINK. CON-
NECT. Take security and safety pre-
cautions, understand the consequences 
of your actions and behaviors online 
and enjoy the benefi ts of the Internet.
 This October, celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of National Cyber Securi-
ty Awareness Month by setting aside 
time to increase your cyber security 
awareness. Here are a few simple tips 
for minimizing the risk of becoming a 
cybercrime victim.

• Make passwords long and com-
plex: Combine capital and low-
ercase letters with numbers and 
symbols to create a more secure 
password.

• Keep security software current: 
Having the latest security soft-
ware, web browser and operat-
ing system are the best defenses 
against viruses, malware and other 
online threats.

• Automate software updates:
Many software programs will au-

tomatically connect and update to 
defend against known risks. Turn 
on automatic updates if that is an 
available option.

• Protect all devices that connect 
to the Internet: Computers are 
not the only devices that can be 
susceptible to security vulnerabil-
ities; smart phones, gaming sys-
tems and other connected-devices 
also need protection.

• Own your online presence:
When available, set the privacy 
and security settings on websites 
to your comfort level for infor-
mation sharing. It is okay to limit 
how and with whom you share in-
formation.

• Get savvy about WiFi hotspots: 
Limit the type of business you 
conduct and adjust the security 
settings on your device to limit 
who can access your machine.

• Protect your assets: When bank-
ing and shopping, check to be sure 
the site is security enabled. Look 
for web addresses with “https://”, 
which means the site takes extra 
measures to help secure your in-
formation. “http://” is not secure.

Cyber security tips to help fi ght cybercrime
By: Jay White,
Information Security Director,
Mississippi Department of
Information Technology Services
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 No one wants to think about breast 
cancer often, but there’s defi nitely one 
person with whom you should dis-
cuss the topic annually - your doctor.  
From innovative detection tests to new 
prevention research, your physician 
can be a great source of information 
on new ways women are protecting 
themselves from this life-threatening 
illness.
 “Between family, friends and ca-
reer, a doctor’s appointment may 
not be a top priority for women. But 
checkups are integral to breast cancer 
prevention,” says Dr. Steven Quay, 
Chairman, CEO and President of 
Atossa Genetics and inventor of the 
ForeCYTE Breast Health Test.
 “October, which is the month for 
Breast Cancer Awareness, is an excel-
lent time to take fi ve minutes to sched-
ule your screening exams,” Quay says.
 Here are key topics to discuss with 
your doctor to ensure you make the 
most of your visit:

Risk
 Breast cancer risk is multifaceted. 
Age is one factor -- as you get older 
your risk rises. Certain lifestyle factors 
can also increase your risk -- being 
overweight, taking birth control pills, 
alcohol consumption and not having 
children.
 Genetic risk, heredity, the presence 
of pre-malignant cells and breast den-
sity should also be considered. Talk 
to your doctor about what tests you 
should be receiving to determine your 
risk, and if there are lifestyle changes 
you should make.

Testing
 Breast cancer can strike at any age. 
Unfortunately, mammography, the 
most common test which is now con-

troversial as to its effectiveness, isn’t 
recommended for younger women. 
But now there are adjunct tests that 
younger women can request that can 
detect silent, reversible milk duct hy-
perplasia, a condition that can lead to 
breast cancer in a decade if left untreat-
ed. The new quick and non-invasive 
ForeCYTE Breast Health Test, for ex-
ample, collects and analyzes individ-
ual cells from a small sample of milk 
duct fl uid collected from each breast, 
and can provide vital early detection 
of cancer or pre-cancerous conditions.
 Just as the Pap smear has reduced 
cervical cancer rates by over 70
percent by fi nding and treating
reversible pre-cancer before it be-
comes cancer, the goal of Atossa
Genetics, maker of ForeCYTE and
other diagnostic risk assessments, is
to reduce the high rate of breast cancer 
through early detection of reversible 
precursor changes that can lead to breast 
cancer and to treat those early changes.
 “From lifestyle changes to thera-
peutic interventions, knowing your 
lifetime risk of breast cancer can help 
you make important medical decisions 
now,” notes Quay.

Lifestyle
 Maintaining a healthy body weight 
can reduce your risk for breast cancer. 
Ask your physician or a registered di-
etician for advice on improving your 
diet. Your doctor can also recommend 
the best way to ease into a fi tness rou-
tine, taking into account your overall 
health and current fi tness level.
 If you’re a smoker or drinker, ask 
your physician to direct you toward 
resources that can help you curb the 
habit.
 This Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, take charge of your health by 
learning more about early detection, 
testing options and prevention.

This Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month: what to ask your doctor
By StatePoint Media Services

Wal-mart donates gift 
certifi cates for supplies

Wal-Mart gave Pelahatchie Attendance Center teachers $50 gift certifi cates to buy class-
room supplies. The gift certifi cates were presented by Pearl/Brandon Wal-Mart managers 
Luke Gleason and Mike Castillo. Pictured (l to r) are, front row: Pearlene Fairley, Kristi 
Scales, Sue Smith, Gail McMullan and Shannon Moore; back row: Avery Nobles, Luke Glea-
son and Mike Castillo. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

PriorityOne Bank
continued from page 7

their accounts to PriorityOne Bank, 
we will provide up to $25 for check 
cards and checks from their old bank.”
 For customers that would like to 
learn more about fi nancial services 
and investments, Harrell is the go-to 
person. She will introduce clients to 
the in-house Raymond James Finan-
cial Services representative and will 
help make appointments with the in-
house mortgage department.
 PriorityOne Bank has a proud his-

tory with great local people to per-
sonally handle their customers’ bank-
ing needs while offering new, current 
and expanding products and services. 
They have the desire to provide cus-
tomers with the best possible solutions 
for them. PriorityOne offers big bank 
sophistication with small town values 
and is a safe haven in an increasing-
ly impersonal banking world. Priori-
tyOne Bank is the bank you need and 
the one you know.
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 In 2009, a group of professional 
women who worked in the fi eld of 
physical fi tness decided to start help-
ing the plight that many young girls 
face in California. With the pressure 
to look, feel and act a certain way, the 
battle to feel good in their own bod-
ies is a diffi cult undertaking for girls; 
even girls as young as elementary 
school.
 Their method of fi ghting back was 
by creating a program called Mini 
Mermaids Running Club. The club is 
a six-week running program that gets 
girls moving while also teaching them 
the importance of having a healthy 
self-image. Each week, the girls run, 
which improves their physical fi tness, 
and they also learn a special lesson 
about how to feel beautiful on the in-
side.
 The term “mini mermaid” comes 
from the old tale that sirens and mer-
maids were very similar in appearance 
but different in purpose. Young girls 
can choose to be a mermaid and listen 
to positive truths about their self-im-
age; or, they can choose to listen to 
their inner siren and listen to the neg-
ative lies that crush their self-esteem. 

Mini Mermaids is all about teaching 
girls to listen to their inner mermaid. 
 The program has quickly picked up 
speed in membership with the Mini 

Mermaid Running Club across the 
board boasting 1,500 participants, and 
the club has just received a whole new 
troop from Pelahatchie Elementary 
School; which is the fi rst and only 
chapter in the state of Mississippi
 It all started with Pelahatchie El-

ementary librarian Melissa Rowell 
wanting to do something special for  
her school. 
 “I was looking for a community 

service project to do with our school,” 
said Rowell. “I was browsing the In-
ternet, and that is when I found the 
Mini Mermaids program.”
 Rowell contacted the founders of 
the Mini Mermaid program; and, from 
the founders, Rowell learned that due 

to the demographic of the school that 
the program would be completely 
free. 
 Now, Rowell, with help from assis-
tant coach Lessie Johnson, run with 
their group of Mini Mermaids twice a 
week. Currently, the Pelahatchie Mini 
Mermaids are planning to take part in 
the Zoo Run on Oct. 5.
 Another key part of the program 
is to take part in a community ser-
vice project, and Rowell and Johnson 
learned after talking with the girls that 
they all had an affi nity for animals. 
So,  the coaches’ initial thoughts were 
to raise money for the  local zoo; how-
ever, they wanted to do something 
that would impact the Pelahatchie 
community. After a little research, the 
Mini Mermaid coaches discovered 
Angel Paws, which takes in strays in 
the local community.
 “We decided to help raise money 
for Angel Paws by doing Pennies for 
Paws,” said Rowell. “The girls are 
putting containers in each of the class-
rooms, and the hope is that we will 
raise money for the organization.” 
 For more information about the 
Mini Mermaids Running Club, con-
tact Pelahatchie Elementary School at 
(601)854-8060.

Mini Mermaids run through Pelahatchie
By Kristen J. Rials

Pictured from (l to r) are; front row: Keona Gipson, Reagan Sanders, Isabella Rust, Melissa 
Rowell (coach), Camden Patton, Lessie Johnson (assistant), Anzadious Gipson and Jamie 
Hawkins; back row: Payton Sanders, Kydal Patton and Katie Boyer. (Photo by Alicen Carol 
Wood)

Students selected for Duke’s TIP

Every year, gifted students are discovered through Duke University’s Talent Identifi cation 
Program (TIP). Through the program, these gifted children are given the opportunity to take 
the ACT or SAT in seventh grade. Pelahatchie has fi ve students who have been accepted 
into Duke University’s TIP. Pictured from (l to r) are; front row: Jon King; middle row: Jordan 
White and Harrison Till; and back row: Jason Collier and Makayla Minett. (Photo special to 
The Pelahatchie News)
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NOW ACCEPTING RESUMES
Sales Rep/Account Manager

Be a part of your hometown paper.
Please send resume and cover letter to: ClayMansell@PelahatchieNews.Com

601-397-4442

(Photos special to The Pelahatchie News)

Pelahatchie f i r e d  u p for HomecomingPelahatchie f i r e d  u p for Homecoming
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h
Fall Bridal Reg istry:

10/12 - Kristy Byrd & Hunter Thompson
10/12 - Beth Goff & Daniel Collier

10/12 - Michelle Coody & Evan MacMillan
10/19 - Meredith Beasley & Michael Scarborough

10/19 - Olivia Harpole & Jason Weatherford
10/20 - Meagan Millis & Cody Roberts

10/26 - Dana Browning & John McMorris
10/26 - Gillian Patrick & Reed Robinson

10/27 - Jamie Wright & Clint Walker 
11/2 - Lynn Marshall & Brandon McKay

11/9 - Dana Holman & Matt Grice
11/23 - Kayleigh Moore & Jake Pickett

11/25- Ashley Stuart & Cameron Radosky
12/31- Kacy McCaffrey & Billy Brake

Bridal Registry - Gifts - Event Planning

118 Service Drive, Suite 13
Brandon, Mississippi 39042

HWY. 80, Brandon - By Mazzio’s 
601-825-8282

Free de livery to local showers for reg istered br ides! 
We match Be lk coupons for the brands we carry! 

601-854-5256

GO GREEN 
BURN CLEAN
LAMPTON- LOVE of Pelahatchie

LAWN SERVICES ARE
IN SEASON.

Now is the time to convert your
gasoline mowers to propane at

NO CHARGE.


