Poet Brod Bagert entertains

See page 6

Wuestefeld assists
at State Capitol
See page 9

Venture students enlightened at

By: Katie White

On Feb. 7, Pelahatchie Attendance
Center's Venture teacher, Amy Till,
took her Venture students on a field
trip to the Mississippi Museum of Art,
located in Jackson, Miss. The purpose
of the field trip was to take part in a
unique art project called Core Sample,
by Mississippi artists Daniel Johnson
and Amber Johnson, of Significant
Developments.

Within the Entergy classroom,
doubling as the The Bell Assembly
Workshop, students piled in and were
grouped by grade to sit at different art
stations. Each station had a different
task at hand, and the end product was
a symbolized bell made from clay.
While some students learned how
to slice the clay into thin strips, oth-
ers learned how to take the strips and
mold them into the shape of a bell.

Some students were allowed to
carve symbols on each side of the
bells. The youngest students had the

opportunity to get creative and draw
their own unique symbols on paper to
be used for the bell project by others
who participate in the workshop.

All of the students were guided
through the museum to see different
art collections created by Mississippi
artists. The students were encouraged
to discuss their thoughts and reactions
to specific art pieces. This discussion
led Kathy Averra, Director of the Mis-
sissippi Museum of art, to say, "This
school has some great thinkers."

All 2200 clay bells, made from
different types of clay with their own
unique natural color, will be preserved
with a clear glaze. Once all the bells
are complete, they will be unified into
a sculpture, to be unveiled at The Art
Garden, located at The Mississippi
Museum of Art, on Thursday, March
20,2014.

For more information on Core
Sample, visit www.msmuseumart.org/
index.php/aboutus/page/c3-communi-
ty-art-series.
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Beeman makes Natlonal Baseball team

By: Kristen J. Rials

“Build Your Way To Greatness” is
the slogan of what many believe to be
one of the most prestigious baseball
programs in the nation-The Baseball
Factory. The Baseball Factory is an
organization that provides promising
young student-athletes the chance to
be coached by professional baseball
players and to play beside other talent-
ed and aspiring players from all over
the country.

One young Pelahatchian, Antonia
Beeman, is hoping to build his way to
greatness, Antonio Beeman. Beeman
is a baseball player for the Pelahatchie
Chiefs, and he was recently selected
out of thousands of players nationwide
to be a part of this year’s Baseball Fac-
tory National Team. He will travel to
Omaha, Nebraska to compete in the
Omaha National World Series.

“I’ve trained for years with the
hopes and dreams of playing with the
best,” said Beeman. “This great expe-

Beeman at bat. (Photo special to The Pelahatchle News)

rience will help me reach my highest
potential and receive national recogni-
tion to help me play college baseball.”

However, in order to seize this
opportunity, Beeman must meet a fi-
nancial obligation to cover expenses,
such as transportation, food, training,
registration, etc.

Help this student-athlete reach his
dreams by sending a donation; or, you
can also help sponsor him by giving:
$25- for every base hit, $50- for every
double, $100- for every triple, $200-
for every home run and $300- for ev-
ery glam slam that he hits this season.
For more information, call (601) 854-
8135.

Elderly couple loses home to fire

Photo special to The Pelhatchie News

Special to The Pelahatchie News

On Tuesday, Feb. 25, Jack and
Joann Allen lost their century-old
family home to a fire. A neighbor saw
the smoke coming from the attic and
ran to help. Mrs. Allen said, "The fire
alarms were going off."

The Allen's and their two dogs were
able to get out of the burning home un-
harmed and report they are grateful for

that. They have plans to rebuild. In the
meantime, they are staying with their
daughter, Melissa Hunt.

Hunt, who lives next door at 202
McDonald St., has a small shop where
she can keep donations. Clothing is
the most immediate necessity, and the
needed sizes are: men's pants 31-30,
large shirt, and shoe size is a 7; wom-
en's pants 12-14, large shirt, and shoe
size is an 8.5.

MEA

Medical Clinics

Castlewoods
507 Lakeland Place
Flowood, MS
601.992.2200
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Mon.-Sat. 9am-7pm

Sun. 9am-3pm

Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Pearl Richland Spillway
Airport Road at I-20 1132 Hwy 49 South 106 Lake Vista Place
60':‘*3;'9 “(;'7500 Richland, MS Brandon, MS

601.664.1620 601.919.2924

Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm

Visit our website for all MEA locations!

1.800.844.6503 - www.meamedicalclinics.com f




From the Mayor’s Desk

By Knox Ross, Jr.
Mayor of the Town of
Pelahatchie

March signals the
end of Dbasketball
2 secason and the start
of baseball. Our basketball teams have
enjoyed successful seasons. Pela-
hatchie's boys and girls teams have
earned slots in the South 1A tourna-
ment and are working hard to get to
state. East Rankin's JV girls finished a
27-0 season and a south MAIS AAA
championship, the boys JV finished
second in the tournament. East
Rankin's high school boys finished
second in the AAA Division II tour-
nament and the girls finished third.
Congratulations to all the teams for
successful seasons and for represent-
ing our town so well. Both of our base-
ball teams are off to fast starts, and we
wish
them much success on the season.

I am very proud to announce that
the Trinity Broadcasting Network, the
world's largest Christian broadcast-
er, has selected our town to locate its
newest television studio. This state-of-
the-art-studio will be located on High-
way 43 and will be home to original

programming produced by Trinity. We
are excited to have them as a part of
our community.

I am also pleased to announce the
donation of nine acres of land south of
Ragan Street to the Town. We are so
appreciative of this generous gift. We
are meeting with representatives of the
Stennis Institute of Government and
the Department of Landscape Archi-
tecture at Mississippi State University
to begin researching potential uses for
this property. This is a great opportu-
nity for us to make a real difference to
this community, and we are working
with these professionals to get their
guidance on what we should do. We

continued on page 3
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Legislative issues: a very busy month

By: Tom Miles
State Representative

February has been a
busy month for Missis-
sippi Legislators. We
have had several major deadlines that
have come and gone on getting bills
out of each respective chamber. We
have now started bills from the op-
posite chambers. Here is an update
for you on some of the bills that have
passed and may have some interest to
you.

I sponsored House Bill 1533, which
could benefit the City of Pelahatchie.
This bill authorizes $5 million in
bonds for the Small Municipalities and
Limited Population Counties Fund. It
will provide funding for infrastructure
and public property improvements for
municipalities of 10,000 or fewer pop-
ulation or counties of 30,000 or few-
er population. The funding will open
doors for our rural areas to repair road-
ways, bridges, and taxpayer-owned
properties. This measure should help
reinvigorate many small towns that
haven’t yet recovered from the recent
recession. This will give our commu-
nities another opportunity to apply
for another grant up to $150,000. Last
year, we had a program like this; and

I will work with Mayor Ross and the
Board to try to get one of these grants,
if the bill is signed into law.

Another bill that I sponsored to help
small towns and that could be greatly
beneficial to the City of Pelahatchie
is House Bill 127, the Main Street In-
vestment Act. This measure provides
loans to rural towns to help them re-
invigorate their downtown areas. As a
product of a small town, and someone
who appreciates the community and
values of rural Mississippi, | am espe-
cially proud that this bill is still alive.
If it passes, we can be sure a number of
our rural-area towns will be well posi-
tioned to spruce up their town centers.
With that improvement will come jobs
and an increased economic base.

As a companion to the bill which
protects a student’s right to pray in
specified public school settings, I spon-
sored House Bill 517, which offers the
same First Amendment protections to
students in Mississippi’s colleges and
universities. Far from trying to force
religion on anyone, this measure mere-
ly offers our young people the oppor-
tunity to express their religious beliefs
without fear, intimidation or threat of
punishment. Last year we were able to
protect prayer in public schools, and

continued on page 11
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Find us on

KEY IRUST

e Paula Ricks -
KeyTrustProperties.com

Allison Palmer
601-506-1420

Mary Ann Roper
601-720-2002

Make buying or selling a home your

New Year’s Resolution. Call us today!

26 Eastgate Dr.
Suite E, Brandon

601-724-1435

Fusion Martial Arts

KARATE FOR 7
CONCENTRATION!

e Concentration e Self-Esteem] \ E
+ Focus + Self-Contsol
4 v L \

www.fusionma.net
601-759-1123

Dollar General
o x

601-94l I476

546 Antioch Shiloh Rd., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

“We treat others the way
we want to be treated.”
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m M 's Desk
Pelahatchie From the Mayor’s Des
Att d c t will be looking to the community in by potential employers and have more
en a“ce en er the coming months for input as we de- scheduled. We are encouraged by the
velop a long range plan for it. increased interest and are hopeful that
SpOI'tS Calendar Our town continues to enjoy robust some of these visitors can be turned
sales tax growth, which helps us pro- into residents.
vide the highest level of services that In recent weeks, we have been
are possible. I always want to remind planting flowering bulbs donated by
you to give our local merchants a Keep America Beautiful around town.
chance to earn your business. They are We have more than we can use. If you
Mar. 1 Classic - Pisgah HS Home 10:00 the backbone of our community and would like some for your own yard,
. ) give much time and resources to our please stop by city hall, and we will be
Mar. 1 Classic - Sebasta po| HS Home 2:30 schools and community as a whole. happy to give you all you want.
Mar. 4 TRA HS 4:30 We continue to work toward com- This is an exciting time in the his-
pletion of various projects and im- tory of our town. Our businesses and
Mar. 7 Mclaurin JVIHS  Away 4:3016:30 provements to our town. North Brooks residents are working hard to improve
) ) is now complete. The track lighting is their property and the appearance of
Mar. 8 TBA VIHS 11:00]1:00 being installed at Milltown Park. The our town. Pelahatchie is a great place
Mar. 10 Spring Break Tourn. HS Away TBA sewer and street improvements on the to live and has some of the best, most
south side are nearing completion. We generous people anywhere. Thank you
Puckett are also working diligently to market all for your investment in our town,
) ) our town to business and industry. We and be assured that the best is yet to
Mar. 17 Sebos’ropol JVIHS  Home 4:30(6:30 have had several visits in recent weeks come!
Mar. 18 Pisgah JVIHS  Away 4:30|6:30
Mar. 20 Puckett JVIHS  Away 4:30(6:30 GO OD
Mar. 21 Sebastapol JVIHS  Away 5:00|7:00
Mar. 22 Mclauin ~ JV|HS Home  11:00]1:00 HEALTH
L 4
Mar. 25 Natchez Cathedral JV|HS Home 5:00|7:00 BEGINS l
Mar. 28  Natchez Cathedral JV|HS Away 5:00|7:00

Cell: 601-540-4084
Office: 601-956-2222

Ly Tl

YOUR KEY TO THE
AMERICAN DREAM

LERA

Land for Sale

Seventeen acres of gorgeous rolling pasture land in Pelahatchie.
Property has two ponds and is entirely fenced with smooth wire. Perfect
for horses, cattle or a beautiful homesite. Call for details.

Trusted Family Dental Care

Keeping your smile healthy and bright through the ages!

ROSS DENTAL CLINIC, PC

Jamie E. Ross, DMD
233 Woodland St, Morton, MS 39117

601-732-6200

vaSCOTT

SCOTT REGIONAL HOSPITAL & FITNESS MASTERS

COMMUNITY HEALTH FAIR

Thursday, March 6, 2014
10 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Morton Activities Center
Farris Municipal Park, Farris Park Road, Morton

* QOver 30 Healthcare Educational Booths
+ Lots of Health Information < Door Prizes ¢ Refreshments

FREE
HEALTH SCREENINGS

- Cholesterol - Glucose
- Blood Pressure
- Bone Density
- Eye Screenings
- Foot Measuring & Fitting of
Shoes for Specialized Shoe Needs

Sponsored By

Fitness Masters

Register for lots of

a

1 Membership

($210 Value)
nt!
L ¢rom Fitness M

asters

REGIONAL HOSPITAL
A Division of Rush Health Systems
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The Hot Spot: Fire Department News

By Jenny Coward, Captain/Training
Officer of Pelahatchie Fire Department

You have got to love living in the
south, where one day it is 70 degrees,
and the next day it is 40 degrees. 2014
has started off with a whirlwind of
events. Here it is only March, and the
Delta District has already encountered
a rash of grass fires, snow, ice and our
normal run of the mill calls. Training
is in full force, with 10 people com-
pleting Firefighter Certification I and
now waiting to take their skills final
at the Mississippi State Fire Academy.
On March 4, Fire Ground Resource
Tech will begin at Pelahatchie Fire De-
partment. This is a 4-week class held
every Tuesday and Thursday night. On
March 3, I will begin Rope Rescue at
Leesburg Fire Department. This is also
a4-week class held every Monday and
Thursday night. So you see, the Delta
District members are on a roll to bet-
tering themselves every day.

I want to take a minute to clarify
some things about response to emer-
gency calls. seventy percent of emer-
gency calls take place between the
hours of 6 a.m. until 6 p.m., and this

is when personnel within the Del-
ta District are limited to sometimes
2 to 3 people per department. This
is due to department members hav-
ing jobs during these hours outside
their responding areas. This goes for
most of all Rankin VOLUNTEER
Fire Departments. This

is why we have mu-
tual aid agreements
with other depart-
ments in the Delta
District. It is nor-
mal procedure for
Rankin County

to page out two

(2) responding
fire departments

to a structure fire.
This helps to get
the needed person-
nel and apparatuses
en route should it be a
fully involved structure
fire. It is up to the Incident Com-
mander to stand down the other re-
sponding department should they not
be needed. This is done day or night.
So if you live in a certain fire district
such as Pelahatchie and you see a

Walters fire department or Leesburg
fire department engine arrive on scene
first, this doesn't mean the Pelahatchie
Fire Department is not doing their job.
We in the Delta District are on the
same team, fighting the same battle.
We work as one, and train togeth-
er as one. The people in
each of the individual
districts are guaran-
teed the necessary
coverage and pro-
tection. You will
be surprised at
the number dif-
ference in person-
nel between the
hours of 6 a.m. to
6 p.m. compared
to 6 p.m. to 6 a.m.
During the daytime
hours, each depart-
ment could be work-
ing with a max of four
members; and, during the evening
hours, they could have a max of 15
members responding.
So when you start to think one de-
partment is not responding or is slow-
er than the others, you need to stop

and weigh the challenges and obsta-
cles each of those departments are up
against.

For the month of February, the Del-
ta District responded to 128 calls:

* Pelahatchie responded to 41 calls
» Langford responded to 32 calls

» Lake Harbor responded to 31 calls
»  Walters responded to 24 calls

A congratulation needs to go out to
three members of the Delta District for
graduating from Firefighter-1001 at
the Mississippi State Fire Academy:
Brandon Dearman of Walters Fire De-
partment, and Chris Elliott and Justin
Sherill of Pelahatchie Fire Depart-
ment.

Also, congratulations goes out to
Ashley Foster with Pelahatchie Fire
Department for passing her Emergen-
cy Medical Responder (EMR) class,
held for 10 weeks at Robinhood Fire
Department in Brandon.

As March winds start to blow in and
spring starts to show it's head, please
remember to burn wisely. Be alert of
wind conditions and the type of mate-
rial you are burning.

So until next month, remember help
is only 3 numbers away - 9-1-1.

Like us on OAMP -

Cabins: Sleeps 6-12
w/wo Washroom &

Game Room
Activity Building

Kitchen Cartoon Cafe
Mini Golf Pavilion Rentals
Playground Golf Cart Rentals
Outdoor Movies Water Park
Planned Activities Mini Golf

YOGI ON
THE LAKE

143 Campground Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-6621

www.Jellystonems.com
https://www.facebook.com/YogiOnTheLake

PELAHATCHIE
lbl MEDICAL CLINIC

Annual Wellness Exams
Medicaid Immunizations

Minor Emergency

Prescription Weight Loss
Pulmonary Function Testing
DOT / School & Work Physicals

Sick Visits

OUR STAFF:
Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN
Kim Risher
Florence Measells
Dr. William F. Krooss. II

507 Hwy 80 West
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002
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ERA Junior Varsity named runners up
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On Feb. 22, East Rankin Academy Junior Varsity Basketball team finished the season 23-9
and are the MAIS AAA Division Il State Tournament runners-up. Pictured front row (I to r)
are, Statistician Kaitlyn Evans, Statistician Morgan Davis, David Jefcoat, John Henry Smith,
Coltan Wofford, Seth Dearman, Peyton Cross, Bo Giordano, and Videographer Rebecca
Ross; back row (I to r) are Assistant Coach Seth Cheatham, Brandon Lewis, Daniel Teh,
Trevor Jordan, Hayden Sistrunk, Paxton Fisher, Hayes Roden, Garrett Busby, and Head
Coach Michael McAnally. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

ERA Junior High named runners up

S \ \
On Feb. 22, East Rank/n Academy Jun/or ngh Basketball team finished the season 18-6
and are the South AAA JH tournament runners-up. Pictured front row (I to r) are, Joseph
Crawford, Zach Smith, Austin Banes, Case Taylor, Luke Warren, Davis Ferguson, and An-
drew Harrell; back row (I to r) are, Assistant Coach Gerald Jenkins, Statistician Corban Nutt,
Kyle McMillan, Logan Robbins, Jared Vardaman, Peyton Vinzant, Blaine Hill, Brandon Ev-
ans, Brennan Harrell, Statistician Maggie Shoultz, and Head Coach Steven Boozer. (Photo

special to The Pelahatchie News)
Prom memories last a life time, and Oﬁ‘}

/!5? Candy's Florlst and Gifts /&

has the perfect corsage or boutineer for that special night.

525 Second St.
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Mon., Tues., Wed. & Fri. 8-5
Thurs. & Sat. 8-12

601-394-9104

Sandra Davis
Master Cosmetologist / Esthetician @

Cowrtyard Coiffurnes

Hair  Nail « Makeup ¢ Waxing ¢ Skin Care Services

It's your lucky day! Call me, make an appointment, bring in this ad,
and get $15 OFF any Facial or Waxing service by Sandra!

210 Woodgate Dr. S - Brandon, MS 39047 - 601-942-7270 - 601-825-7775
Email: sandrado208@gmail.com
k] Www.facebook.com/courtyardcoiffures

clahatc 1@
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Academy
Sports Calendar

High School Baseball

Mar. 4 PCS B-team|V Home  5:00|7:00
Mar. 6 PCS V Away 5:00
Mar. 7-13 Spring Break Tourn. TBA TBA TBA
Mar. 18 Prep B-team|]V Home  5:00|7:00
Mar. 20 Prep Vv Away 5:00
Mar. 25 Lamar B-team|V  Away  5:00]7:00
Mar. 27 Lamar \% Home 5:00
Junior High Basebadll
Mar. 3 MRA DH Away 5:00
Mar. 6 Prep DH Home 5:00
Mar. 17 PCS DH Away 5:00
Mar. 21 Parklane DH Home 5:00
Mar. 28 Copiah DH Home 5:00
Mar. 31 JA DH Away 5:00

PALMER

[LAW FIRM

CHRISTOPHER P. PALMER
ATTORNEY

Estate Planning and Family Law

276 Maxey Drive (39042)
P.O. Box 896

Brandon, MS 39043-0896

(601) 724-1870




Brod Bagert brings excitement to children by getting them to interact with him while he recites his famous children's

poetry. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Poet Brod Bagert, beloved writ-
er and poet, entertained children and
staff in the school's library at Pela-
hatchie Elementary on Feb. 28. Bagert
was able to not only persuade the chil-
dren to recite the poetry with him, but
also showed them how to act out the
words. Their happy faces exhibited
how thrilled the children were to have

Bagert visit.

Bagert, former New Orleans City
Councilman, started writing for chil-
dren over 30 years ago, when his
daughter needed a child-like written
poem. She needed to recite it as a
school project. When he couldn't find
one without adult insights, he wrote
The Night I Caught the Burglar, and so
began his successful children's book
author career.
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Wicker recognized nationally

Special to The Pelahatchie News

WASHINGTON - U.S. Senator
Roger Wicker (R-Miss.) was rec-
ognized for his support for national
service at the 11th Annual Friends of
National Service Awards reception
hosted by Voices for National Service
in Washington, DC. Wicker received
the Outstanding National Service Ad-
vocacy Award for outstanding leader-
ship and advocacy for ele-
vating national service as a
state and federal priority.

“Senator Wicker saw
first-hand the benefits of
national service after his
home state of Mississip-
pi was hit by hurricanes,
floods and the oil spill
along the Gulf Coast,”
said AnnMaura Connol-

National Service. “With a

clear understanding of the support and
relief national service members, and
particularly FEMA Corps members,
can provide after a natural disaster,
Senator Wicker remains a steadfast
supporter of national service.”

Senator Wicker was a leader in
commemorating the 20th anniversary
of AmeriCorps this year by joining
colleagues on both sides of the politi-

. - (Photo special to The Pela-
ly, President of Voices for hatchie News)

cal aisle to sponsor a Senate resolution
celebrating the momentous occasion.
Senator Wicker is also a member of
the National Service Congressional
Caucus.

“It is an honor to receive this award
and bring to light the many individu-
als who have generously given their
time and resources to support those
affected by disasters,” Senator Wicker
said. “With continued support for our
national service programs,
such as FEMA Corps,
those who have dedicated
their lives to service can
keep making a positive
difference in our commu-
nities.”

National service ad-
dresses critical issues in
communities across the
country by providing the
human capital needed to
support education and
health care initiatives, coordinate di-
saster relief and prevention, and en-
able senior independence. For every
taxpayer dollar invested in national
service, there are returns to society
of $3.95 in terms of higher earnings,
more output, and other communi-
ty-wide benefits, according to a report
released by Voices for National Ser-
vice.

CENTRAL MS. COMMUNITY
DENTAL CLINIC

Shellie Varner Breland D.D.S. | William T. Neely Ill, D.M.D.

Bring on Spring

with a ﬁesla new smile.

$99 Whitening

a8/
""owwer

501 Second Street, Davis Shopping Center, Pelahatchie, MS 39145 - 601-854-7478

Rhodes&RobbyDrugs

601-854-8252

FOUr generations
of our family
caring for your family
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ERA girls basketball wins big
at South State Championship
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On Feb. 8, at the East Rankin Academy gymnasium, the East Rankin Academy girl's junior
high basketball team won the AAA South State Championship. They finished the season
27-0. Pictured front row (I to r) are Statistician Corban Nutt, Haley Parker, Lauren Parker,
Brittany Wade, Mackenzie Thompson, Hanna Caldwell, Abby Usry, and Statistician Maggie
Shoultz; back row (I to r) are Assistant Coach Billy Rhodes, Haley Hanson, Hannah Walters,
Madison Brunt, Brook Turnage, Jean Ross, Emilee Tadlock, Hannah Usry, Morgan McK-
inion, Macy Leach, and Head Coach Seth Cheatham. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie
News)
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Prize a real humdinger
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Pelahatchie Elementary students earned a Hummer limo pizza party for raising money for
their PTO. Each student had to sell at least 18 items to earn the reward. A combined total of
$9,000 was raised from this one fundraiser. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

Master Card
Charles M. Edwards, Il, DVM

Crooked Creek geneue,
Animal Hospital, INC  r.JasonGray, ovm
3435 Shiloh Rd. /P.O.Box 130
Pelahatchie, Ms. 39145
www.crookedcreekanimal.com
Phone: 601-854-7808
Fax: 601-854-7810

Follow us on:
B www.facebook.com/CrookedCreek/
@& www.instagr:

(601) 939-9313
Watch & Jewelry Repair
Custom Design

RicHLAND WRECKER SERVICE

& AuTto REPAIR

We Go The Extra Mile + 24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More

IR 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468
Fax 601-936-0353 Lol ECIIPERTAI SN pearl, Ms 39208

WE BUY JUNK CARS

American Express

Crossgates Jewelers, Inc.

Tammy & Gerald Frazier
Owners

Moncrief Furniture

Discover

SPECIALTY TREE SERVICE, LLC

Gabe Walters
601-405-5857

Specializing in large and
dangerous tree removal

Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing
Debris Removal
Free Estimates

401 Cross Park Drive
Suite A
Pearl, MS 39208

Great
Bargains
209 Ist St.

Forest Mississippi

601-469-4811

Free Delivery
& Setup

elahatchie

To advertise on our Business Card Spotlight Page,
please contact Katie White at 601-566-1932, ext. 5.




Mercier honored at annual Metro
Teacher Recognition Luncheon

On Feb. 19, Vicki Mercier was honored at the 19th Annual Metro Chamber's Teacher Rec-
ognition Program, designed to show-off teachers who display great talent in their profession.
Mercier is the seventh teacher from Pelahatchie Attendance Center to be recognized by
the Metro Chamber. Pictured (I to r) are Tom and Vicki Mercier. (Photo special to The Pela-
hatchie News)

Chiefs win powerlifting championship

The powerlifting team at Pelahatchie Attendance Center won the Region 2-1A PowerI/ft/ng
Championship on Feb. 10. Winners included Travion Patterson, 1st place in his weight di-
vision; Zachery Thompson, 1st place; Scheldon Irvin, 1st place; Booker Ficklin, 3rd place;
Quivonte Denson, first; Dwaun Patterson, 1st place; Alfred Jones, 1st place; Austin Nelson,
2nd place; Camdon Jones, 2nd place; and Austin Vancor, 1st place. (Photo special to The
Pelahatchie News)

AT THE I.IBIlARY

PELAHATCH

Teen Tech Week

Week of March 10th - teens may
get info on DIY tech projects the
entire week

Adult Book Club March 19, 11:30 a.m. - discussing
Pat Conroy's The Prince of Tides

Also in March:
State and Federal tax forms available at the library

Sign up for the new Library eNewsletter by providing your email
address to: pelahat@cmrls.lib.ms.us.

ciahatc 1@
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The Pastor’s Perspective:
Worship God for everything

By: leslie Trigg
East Rankin Academy Chaplain

Since this summer, I
have been praying for
something special to
happen in Pelahatchie.

N A The other month, the
\\/\/\\\\\\&\&, \‘(Y&\k\:\\\\\\ Lord saw fit to

answer my
prayers. He allowed a fit-
ness center to open! Our
Heavenly Father knows
what we need, and we
don’t always get what
we pray for. [ was pray-
ing for a donut shop.

Now that I’'m work-

ing through my lack of
donuts, God has my at-
tention. Each time I pass
the fitness center and notice
all the people getting into shape,
I hear the Lord speaking to me. The
Holy Spirit brings Mark 12:28-31 to
mind. Here Jesus is asked “What is
the most important commandment?”
Jesus answers: Love God with all your
heart, soul, mind, and strength as well
as love your neighbor.

In these verses, Jesus shows us that

we are to love God with every part of
our lives — the emotional, spiritual,
intellectual, physical, and social. And
you know, many of us do a good job
at loving God in one of these areas or
even maybe two or three. But how are
you at loving God in five?
I want to challenge you this
month to start loving God
with a balanced life.
Not just love God
with what we do on
Sundays. For start-
ers, celebrate each
day with praise and
prayer. Worship
Him as you open
the Bible. Not just
to read it, but study
it. Worship by learn-
ing something new.
Then let’s worship God
through how we treat our
neighbors and coworkers. And final-
ly worship Him through how we take
care of our bodies. Everything you do
throughout your day should be treated
as an act of worship. Give it a try, and
see the transformation God will bring
in your life, even if He doesn’t bring
donuts to Pelahatchie.

. HOURS:
o LROSSROADS ..
or Call-In Tues. & Thurs. 8-7

Orders Fri. & Sat. 8-8
Welcome! Closed on Sunday
PELAHATCHIE MISSISSIPPI

Home of the Hand-pattied
Burger & Pattied Hamburger

Tommy & Diana Key, Owners

601-546-2255

Steak & Gravy!
Also Pizza, Seafood, Chicken 1186 Hwy. 43 South - Pelahatchie
& Fish Platters, Sundaes,
Handspun Milkshakes, | H |
Coke Floats and Much More! For Dai y Speaa S
'i Find us on
Crawfish is available Facebook

Friday and Saturday evenings. www.facebook.com/CrossroadsStoreAndGrill
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Wagon Train rides through Pelahatchie

The East Mississippi Wagon Train (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

Special to The Pelahatchie News

On Feb. 5, the East Miss. Wagon
Train rode through Pelahatchie, Miss.
on their way to the Dixie National Ro-
deo in Jackson, Miss. They stopped
briefly to eat lunch on Gulde Rd. Don-
na Boykin, Administrative Assistant
for the East Miss. Wagon Train said,
"Our group is very family-oriented.

We eat together, we move up togeth-
er. We camp together. So, this is like a
family reunion for us. It's a lot of fun."

The East Miss. Wagon Train was
formed by Jim Buck Ross, Miss. De-
partment of Agricultural Commis-
sioner from 1968-1996, in an effort to
promote the fact that it's time for the
Dixie National Rodeo. They have been
riding for 30 years.

Wuestefeld aSSIStS at State Capltol

B

Reid Wuestefeld recently served as a pag for the Mississippi House of Representatives.
Pictured (I to r) are, Tom Miles, who represents Eastern Rankin County and Scott County in
the Mississippi House of Representatives, Reid Wuestefeld, and Phillip Gunn, Speaker of

the House. (Photo special The Pelahatchie News)

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Reid Wuestefeld of Pelahatchie re-
cently served as a page for the Missis-
sippi House of Representatives. Pages
generally run errands for officials and
House staff. Reid is pictured with
Speaker of the House Philip Gunn and

Representative Tom Miles, who spon-
sored his visit. Wuestefeld is the son of
Dabney and Tonya Wuestefeld and at-
tends East Rankin High School. When
asked about the week, Wuestefeld
said, “This was a very interesting ex-
perience. I was able to learn a lot about
government this week.”

Tree give-away a win for everyone

On Feb. 6, Rankin County Soil and Water Conservation gave away bundles of free trees in
an effort to establish soil and timber conservation, and not one tree was left. Pictured (I to r)
are Angel Cooper, Pelahatchie Miss. resident, and LaDonna Crotwell, District Clerk, Rankin
County Soil and Water Conservation. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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Pet Pe

Professional Grooming
By Appointment Only

601-854-5353

518 Second Street - P. O. Box 943 - Pelahatchie MS 39145
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Cross Roads Baptist Church

Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service
10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service
5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner
7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities ® Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study ¢ Couples Support Group
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

Highway 43, 5 miles south of I-20, Exit 68
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State Farm encourages Mississippi
to assist with neighborhood project

The 2nd Annual Mini Mermaids Running Club at Pelahatchie Elementary had 40 participants
complete the Winter program. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

P

Terri Wiltcher (1), and Isabella Rust (r), both crossed the line with a third place finish in the
Girls' age 19 and under division at the Hot Chocolate 5K Classic on Jan. 25. (Photo special
to The Pelahatchie News)

Special to The Pelahatchie News

State Farm is accepting ideas from
Mississippi residents that would help
make their community a better place to
live. Through March 23, people from
the United States and Canada can sub-
mit a cause for a chance to win one of
40 $25,000 State Farm Neighborhood
Assist® grants. Last year,
Community Animal Res-
cue & Adoption (CARA)
received a $25,000 grant
and used it to build an off
leash dog park in Jackson.

Now in its third year,
Neighborhood Assist is a
youth-led philanthropic
program that empowers
people to identify the is-
sues they feel are the most
important in their com-
munities. The program
then connects them with a
local nonprofit that can help solve the
problem and provides an opportunity
to receive one of 40 $25,000 grants.

“People are looking for ways to
help their communities,” said State
Farm spokesman Roszell Gadson.
“Neighborhood Assist empowers in-
dividuals to identify problems in their

oo StateFarm™

STATE FARM® YOUTH ADVISORY BOARD

communities and provides funding to
help create a positive impact.”

Beginning on March 3, people
are invited to submit causes via the
free State Farm Neighborhood Assist
Facebook app. When a maximum of
4,000 cause submissions are received
(deadline of March 23), the State Farm
Youth Advisory Board will review all
submissions and identi-
fy the top 200 based on
a scoring rubric. The
top 200 causes will then
be announced on April
28, and anyone who has
the free Facebook app
can vote for their favor-
ite causes with up to 10
votes per day until May
16. The top 40 vote-re-
ceiving causes will then
each receive a $25,000
grant to help address the
submitted cause. The top
40 vote-receiving causes will be an-
nounced via the Facebook app on May
27.

For more information on State
Farm Neighborhood Assist or to sub-
mit a cause, get the free Facebook app
at www.statefarm.com/neighborhoo-
dassist.

610 Second St.
P.O.BOX 445
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

HEALTHCARE CLINIC
Downtown Pelahatchie

Linda Brewer
CFNP -CGNP -CACNP

Family ¢ Geriatric
Acute Care Nurse Practitioner

Phone: 601-854-5044
Fax: 601-854-8448
Open Monday

thru Thursday
7:30 - 5:00

CPAs are

KNOWLEDGEABLE

e Payroll needs

[;:ESPROBLEM SOLVERSﬁ@]
) - QUALITY DRIVEN -

* QUALITY DRIVEN -

Let us help you with your:
e Tax Return Preparation
* Monthly bookkeeping

DT11d sHeg B ssoy

Knox W. Ross, Jr.
Shirell Stuart Betts

Certified Public Accountants

P.O. Box 369
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Office: 601-854-7007
Fax: 601-854-7008
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Student of the Month and Citizenship Awards
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January Student of the Month recipients at Pelahatchie Attendance Center included (I to r),
front row: Wendy Carter, teacher; Ashley Cannon, 9th; and Marissa Sparks, 12th; and back
row: Josh Wilson, 8th; Jaleah Boyd, 11th; Kaylee Burnham, 10th; and Jordan White, 7th.

January Citizenship award recipients at Pelahatchie Attendance Center included Mercedes
Mason, 12th (left); and Shane McFarland, 12th (right). (Photos special to The Pelahatchie
News)
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Legislative issues: a very busy month

this bill will protect it at our public
community colleges and universities.
This bill passed the House by a vote of
111-6.

During last week’s floor debate on
various funding bills for state agen-
cies, we struggled to provide for a
$1,000 across-the-board pay raise for
state employees within those agencies.
Only one attempt was successful — for
the Department of Education employ-
ees — and that called for a pay raise
plan to be implemented in the coming
fiscal year. Our state employees have
not had reasonable raises over the past
seven years. | voted to support our
state employees.

House Bill 1433, which increas-
es the death benefit for first respond-
ers from $65,000 to $100,000 passed
unanimously. It did not take much
persuasion for my colleagues to ap-
prove this measure. We have lost a
number of first responders in the past
few months, and all of us want to do
what we can to help their families. The
measure will go into effect July 1, if it
passes the full Legislature.

Another important measure requires
that students in physical therapy class-
es be trained on how to perform CPR
and use an AED to help heart attack or
other victims who are in distress. If

House Bill 432 continues through the
process and becomes law, it will create
an entire generation of Mississippians
who understand the concepts of these
life-saving techniques. This measure
passed the House unanimously.

A bill with a lot of public interest
is the repeal of the inspection sticker.
We passed it handily in the House.
Currently, the inspection stickers that
are required on cars cost the state bud-
get around a million dollars a year. If
signed into law, this effort will save
the taxpayers money.

Earlier in the session, I authored
HB 303 requesting a Trooper School.
Currently, the number of State Troop-
ers on the highways of Mississippi
is seriously low. Some counties have
gone without assigned troopers on our
highways. A new school will provide
up to 50 newly trained officers. Sup-
port is growing for supporting a need-
ed Trooper School for the Safety of the
public. The Governor is in favor of this
effort, and so I have hopes we will see
it pass during the regular session.

If you have any questions or con-
cerns on anything we are taking up,
please feel free to contact me at 601-
469-7886, on Facebook at Representa-
tive Tom Miles, or you can email me
attmiles@house.ms.gov.
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601-854-7112
110 S. Brooks Ave - Pelahatchie, Ms
facebook.com/RazmatazofPelahatchie

Next door to the Pelahatchie Police Department

BRICK
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FITNESS @[l[Jp CENTER

608 2nd Street, Pelahatchie Miss.

(Across from Fairway Foods on Hwy. 80)

Full fitness center * 6 & 12 month contract options
Tanning available * Family discounts

Locally owned & operated

Phone: 601-854-5600
www.brickhouse-fitness.com
email: michelle.carter@brickhouse-fitness.com
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Because life doesn't pause on the weekends.

Of leither will we!

Now open on Saturdays from 9-5pm

Because we know life doesn’t take a break on the weekends we’re

excited to announce our new business hours. Beginning February 1st
our Main Street Medical Clinic of Morton location will be open on
Saturdays from 9am-5pm, as well as Monday-Friday from 7am-5pm.
In addition to Renee Walker, CFND, and Daniel Walker, FNP-C,
many others will also be on rotation. Claudia Bowman, CFNP, Rori
Bridges, CFNP, and Corey Shoemaker, FNP-C will also be able to
serve all of your non-emergency family care needs on Saturdays.
Adding these new hours is yet another step in fulfilling our
commitment to provide superior health care to this community.

Patients: Please bring your insurance
information/card and any medications
you are taking to your appointment.

X/ Main Street
\ }Medjcal Clinic

MORTON
— A Division of Lackey Memorial Hospital

7-5 Mon.-Fri.
9-5 Saturdays
Walk-ins Welcome

(601)732-1524
347 South Fourth St.
Morton, MS 39117

REBECCA EASLEY & ALAN DUKES- 3/8/14
BRITTANY CANTERBURY & JOSH MASSEY- 3/8/14
BRITTANY CLARK & CHASE SMITH- 3/22/14
TAMEIKA MOORE & PAUL GULINER- 3/25/14
ALLISON RIEMER & JONATHAN PRINCIOTTA- 3/29/14
LINDSEY LEE & DUSTIN HERR- 3/29/14
KASSIE DUVALL & BEN WILSON- 4/5/14
EMILY ECKERSON & NICK TORRENCE- 4/12/14
DENEAL WYATT & COREY DEAR- 4/26/14
KATIE MCLAURIN & BRANDON WYNN- 4/26/14

Free cﬁeﬁr}m% to local ohoirerna @0/’11 we%{}o/f/uu@cﬁ Qridea!
We match Belb COURBNQ g/@fu the QLramda we oamz,/

Sl + Co.

BRIDAL RBEGISTRY EVENT PLANNING

118 SERVICE DRIVE, SUITE 13
BRANDON, MISsISSIPPI 39042
HWY. 80, BRANDON - BY MAZZI0O’s

601-825-8282
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. On balances up to $25,000
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On all balances if
qualifications are not met
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DON'T JUST BANK. KASASA'.

Open now at kasasa.com/priorityonebank

I

KASASA

CASH Priorii]One

Bank

Get Refunds
On ATM Fees
Nationwide”

Plus

Free debit card - Free online banking and bill pay
No minimum balance requirements to earn rewards

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APYs accurate as of 05/06/2013. Rates may change after account is opened.
Minimum to open is $50. If qualifications are met each monthly qualification cycle: (1) Domestic ATM fees
incurred during qualification cycle will be reimbursed up to $4.99 per single transaction and credited to account
on the last day of monthly statement cycle; (2) balances up to $25,000 receive APY of 1.52%; and (3) balances

To earn interest and ATM fee refunds each month:

Each qualification cycle have at least 10 debit card purchases
post and settle; have at least 1 direct deposit, automatic
payment (ACH), or bill pay post and settle; be enrolled in and log
into online banking; and be enrolled and receive eStatements.

over $25,000 earn 0.25% interest rate on portion of balance over $25,000, resulting in 1.52% - 0.25% APY
depending on the balance. If qualifications are not met, all balances earn 0.10% APY. Qualifying transactions
must post to and settle account during monthly qualification cycle. Transactions may take one or more banking
days from the date transaction was made to post to and settle an account. ATM-processed transactions do not
count towards qualifying debit card transactions. If you feel that you have not received the correct ATM fee
reimbursement, please contact us. “Monthly Qualification Cycle” means a period beginning one day prior to the
first day of the current statement cycle through one day prior to the close of the current statement
cycle. Qualification cycle begins on the third Wednesday of each month and ends on the Tuesday
preceding the third Wednesday of the following month. Limit one account per SSN.

Member

FDIC




