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 Central Mississippi Planning and 
Development District (CMPDD) re-
ceived a national Innovation Award 
for work with the Town of Pelahatchie 
and Multicraft International on Multi-
craft’s expansion in the Town’s indus-
trial park. 
 The National Association of De-
velopment Organizations (NADO), 
who presented the award, recognizes 
regional development organizations 
and partnering organizations for im-
proving the economic and community 
competitiveness of the nation’s regions 
and local communities. Award winners 
were showcased during NADO’s 2015 
Annual Training Conference, held Oc-
tober, 2015 in New Orleans.
 "This innovation award is quite an 
honor," said Mitizi Stubbs, CMPDD 
development coordinator. "It shows 
what a company and mayor working 

together with an economic develop-
ment organization are able to do with a 
common goal."
 Multicraft International was se-
lected as the manufacturer of a new 
product line, but they did not have the 
space to expand in their current build-
ing. Mayor Ross requested assistance 
from the CMPDD to work with the 
Town and Multicraft to review ex-
pansion options. Multicraft agreed to 
hire 50 new full-time employees and 
invest $375,000.  Pelahatchie agreed 
to purchase the building for $634,160 
in CAP loan funds and use it as match-
ing funds. CMPDD completed an 
application and received approval of 
$1,000,000 in Community Develop-
ment Block Grants (CDBG), Econom-
ic Development funds to complete the 
necessary parking lot and building 
improvements including, a new roof, 
electrical, HVAC and air compressor 
improvements.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

CMPDD Receives national innovation award for work with 
Multicraft expansion resulting in 50 news jobs in Pelahatchie

Shown Mike Moak, CEO, and Mitzi Stubbs, Community and Economic Development Coordinator, 
CMPDD; Mayor Knox Ross, Jr.; and Dennis Rasberry, CFO, and Andrew Mallinson, CEO, Multicraft 
International, Inc., are shown with the award for all parties’ involvement in securing funds for a Multicraft 
expansion which added 50 jobs in Pelahatchie.  (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)

 Maggie Bowman has been named 
as a STAR (Student-Teacher Achieve-
ment Recognition) Student for the 
2015-2016 school year by the Mis-
sissippi Economic Council's M. B. 
Swayze Foundation, sponsor of the 
STAR program.
 The Pelahatchie High School se-
nior will be honored during the STAR 
Program at the annual Education Cel-
ebration on April 28 at the Jackson 
Convention Center.  
 

 Additional local support for the 
STAR program is provided by MEC 
members from communities across the 
state. STAR Students are selected on 
the basis of academic excellence. Both 
American College Test scores and 
scholastic averages are compared to 
determine the school's STAR Student, 
explained Vickie Powell of Jackson, 
Senior Vice President Foundations. 
"The STAR program encourages 
and promotes academic achievement 
among Mississippi's high school se-
niors," she said. Each STAR Student 
is asked to designate a STAR Teacher, 
the teacher who has made the greatest 
contribution to the student's scholastic 
achievement. Mrs. Eles Renfroe was 
designated STAR Teacher.
 Over 500 STAR Students and 
STAR Teachers will receive recogni-

tion from MEC's Swayze Foundation 
at the Education Celebration. The 
top 20 STAR Students -- ALL-STAR 
Scholars -- and their STAR Teachers 
will be presented scholarship awards 
provided by the Kelly Gene Cook, Sr. 
Charitable Foundation. The highlight 
of the Education Celebration will be 
the naming of the Mississippi ALL-
STAR Student for 2015-2016 school 
year, winner of the coveted $24,000 
Cook Foundation scholarship and 
teacher awards.
 Additionally, entering freshman 
who attend Mississippi State, who 
have been selected as the STAR Stu-
dent of their high school, are eligible 
to receive a $6,000 scholarship and 
students attending Ole Miss are eligi-
ble to receive a $8,000 ($2,000/year) 
scholarship.

Bowman named STAR Student 
By: Susie A. Wolfe

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

 For more information about the
Mississippi Economic Council's 

STAR Student program, visit 
www.msmec.com/about-star.
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 "The best teams are the ones who 
work and play their hardest when 
they’re tired." These are the words of 
Coach Pearline Fairley of the Pela-
hatchie High School Lady Chiefs’ bas-
ketball team. A graduate of Pelahatchie 
High School, Fairley went on to play 
collegiate basketball at Hinds Com-
munity College and Alabama A&M 
on a full scholarship and received a 
bachelor’s degree. She later continued 
her education by earning a Master’s at 
Jackson State University. 
 Her coaching career began at Bir-
mingham City Middle School, an in-
ner city school in Alabama. That year 
her team went to the championship 
game, with a fi nal record of 14-1 (mi-
nus one forfeit). Afterwards, Fairley 
returned to Mississippi and took an 
assistant coaching job at Northwest 
Rankin Middle School, where she 
spent the next fi ve years. Her career 
came to a crossroads at that point. 
Fairley was skeptical about returning 
to her hometown of Pelahatchie, but 
knew that she needed to pursue her 
passion of coaching by going to the 
next level. She loved Pelahatchie, but 
said some coaches fi nd it diffi cult to 

coach in their hometowns. She fi nally 
decided to come home in 2011 as head 
coach of the Lady Chiefs’ basketball 
program. She is grateful for the oppor-
tunity former principal Shane Sanders 
gave her.
 Fairley blasted out of the gates her 
fi rst year and made it to the second 

round of playoffs. Although her fi rst 
year was successful, she found it diffi -
cult to coach a team that was used to a 
certain way of doing things. She hit a 
snag the next year when her team had 
a disappointing record of eight wins 
and 20 losses. With an ambitious opti-
mism, Coach Fairley told the girls that 

if they would stick with her, she would 
turn the program around. She had a vi-
sion of winning a championship, and 
her dream was realized in the 2014-
2015 season, when she led the Lady 
Chiefs to win the state championship 
game.  The Lady Chiefs also made it 
to the state semi-fi nals in 2016.
 Fairley still has the desire to have 
championship-quality teams. She 
wants to continue to win games, build 
a fan base and to develop talent in her 
players. She has aspirations of com-
munity involvement through a quality 
youth basketball program and facility. 
She believes a worthy program would 
be extremely benefi cial to her pro-
gram. The building of a gym or com-
munity center dedicated to teaching 
fundamentals and basic skills would 
greatly increase the possibility of suc-
cessful basketball programs in the fu-
ture.
 Basketball has always been a great 
love of Coach Fairley’s. Her desire to 
be a coach surfaced as her passion for 
basketball intensifi ed throughout her 
high school and collegiate careers. 
She also observed some coaches who 
could have taken more time with their 
players. She could have tried out for 

Coach Fairly gives everything to Lady Chiefs’ basketball
By: Stephanie Goss

continued on page 4

2015 MHSAA State Championship trophy (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)



Brewer
healthcare clinic

610 Second
Street

Linda Brewer, cfnp, cgnp
Family • Geriatric
Nurse Practitioner

Ph: 601-854-5044
Fax: 601-854-8448

Open Monday-Thursday
7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
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Legislative updates: ups and downs mark fi rst months of 2016 session

      The fi rst months 
of the 2016 Legis-
lative session have 
been anything but 
boring as we’ve 

worked through committee and fl oor 
deadlines, and considered budget and 
revenue measures.
 You may have read that the state’s 
income for FY 2017 is estimated to be 
some $100 million short of the mark 
of achieving all of the appropriation 
goals we had seen proposed last fall. 
We are working hard to make the dif-
ference in the budget process that will 
be fair to everyone involved.
 Some serious discussion is cur-
rently underway about how to address 
crumbling roads and bridges through-

out the state. Members have proposed 
increasing our fl at gasoline tax to 
pay for the repairs and maintenance, 
among other ideas. This would mean 

that those who use the roads would 
"pay" for the improvements. There is 
not much sentiment for any kind of tax 
increase, although it is widely recog-

nized that without more income, we 
will not be able to seriously address 
the problem in time to stop the dam-

By: Tom Miles, State 
Representative, 
House District #75

continued on page 12

A group of Pelahatchie High School Future Farmer of America students attended FFA Day at the Capitol recently along with Rep. Tom Miles, Senator Chris 
Caughman, PHS Agriculture instructor Bob Robinson and Principal Bryan Marshall. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)



SAINT STUDIOS FILMS, LLC 
Independent film and 
video production 
●Weddings ●Music 
Videos ●Ads 
●Acting Reels  
saintstudiosfilms.com 
Call (601) 497-5709 for a 
custom quote today! 

807 2nd Street 
Hwy. 80
Pelahatchie, MS 39145
www.drivemaxautogroup.com

DRIVE MAX LLC
Pre-Owned Autos

Ph: 601-759-5035  •  Fax: 601-759-5036
drive.maxx@yahoo.com

For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

COMPLETE PRINTING  •  COPYING & FAXING SERVICE
OFFICE SUPPLIES  •  COLOR COPIES

WEDDING & GRADUATION INVITATIONS

Hall’s
Printing & Office Supplies, Inc.
“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1970”

OFFICE & FAX: 601-732-8073
Email: hallprinting@aol.com

84 Hwy. 481 S.
Morton, MS 39117
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Coach Fairly gives everything to Lady Chiefs’ basketball

A sea of red supporting the Lady Chiefs at the playoffs at Jackson State University (Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

an overseas team and continued play-
ing, but instead chose to coach. She 
takes the time to build lasting rela-
tionships with her players. She even 
"schools" them in shootouts and free 
throw competitions, proving that to 
be a great shooter a player needs hard 
work and dedication. Repetition and 
muscle memory can only come when 
the player has those attributes. She is 
the type of coach who scaffolds not 
only better players, but better people. 
In her players, she looks for a positive 
attitude that is diverted in the right di-
rection toward what she asks them to 
endure. She asks them to be dedicated 
and motivated people of utmost char-
acter. Some players come in thinking 
that shooting is what Coach Fairley 
looks for, but she tells her players that 
"defense is not an option" on her team. 
In order to play for her, you have to be 
able to play a defensive game.
 Despite all her success, Coach 
Fairley is quite humble. She is quick 
to point out the secrets to her success 
– community and parental support, 
hard work and dedication, and Coach 
Green. Her assistant came in during 
the 2014-2015 season as a paraprofes-

sional volunteer. Hav-
ing played with Coach 
Fairley at Hinds, Coach 
Green fi t right in with 
the team. She sacrifi ced 
countless hours scout-
ing teams and preparing 
the girls for the teams 
they would face. Fairley 
says it is wonderful hav-
ing the teamwork with 
Green, a God-fearing 
woman who loves the 
girls as if they are her 
own. Coach Fairley at-
tributes a lot of the cred-
it for the success of the 
program in recent years 
to her assistant, who 
is now paid. She and 
Coach Green teach the 
girls to "let your faith be 
bigger than your fears."
 Coach Fairley would 
like for her legacy to be 
that she gave everything 
she had and left no stone 
unturned to the program 
in the most humble way 
possible. 



12 Woodgate Drive, Suite A 
Brandon, MS 39042

601.724.1435

Your local real estate agents.

Samantha Roper
601-906-8527

Samantha@hopperms.com

Charlene Burrage
601-750-1709

Charlene@hopperms.com
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 Well, it is that time of year again. 
School is almost out, and the summer 
is upon us. Spring is in the air, and the 
kids are restless in the class. This is the 
time of year that is very hard for stu-
dents to focus and to stay the course.  
 The dreaded end of the year assess-
ments will be starting soon-- the stress 
of testing season will surely make each 
of us long for summer vacation. How-
ever, we must stay focused and stay 
the course. Our school and our com-
munity deserve to see success within 
the state accountability system, and 
we can and WILL make the grade. 
 For those junior students, the ACT 
assessment is quickly approaching - 
April 19. We hosted an ACT review 
session on March 30 after school, and 
we will send all juniors to the Rich-
land Community Center for a second 
review session on April 13.
 For all the students that scored a 22 
or higher, we will honor them for this 
achievement at Brandon High on April 
14 at 9 a.m. Next up is the 7th and 8th 
grade Maps test for English Language 
Arts on April 26 and 27, followed by 
the 7th and 8th grade Maps assessment 
for Math on April 28 and 29. Finally, 
the last junior high test is 8th grade 
science on May 3. 
 Then starts high school testing for 
English II on May 4 and 5, followed 
by Algebra I on May 10 and 11.  May 
12, we will test Biology, and May 
13 we fi nish the testing season with 

U.S. History. 
W H E E E E W, 
that seems like 
a lot of tests. 
We will be pre-
pared, and our 
students will 
do well. Par-
ents, please re-
member these 
dates, and 
make sure to 
stress the importance of each assess-
ment with your children.   
 For many of you, this is the last 
year of high school for your kids, and 
let me tell you, without a doubt, they 
have been a pleasure to have in school 
at Pelahatchie High. They have repre-
sented the school and the community 
well, and each of them have bright fu-
tures ahead. 
 As the school year comes quickly 
to an end, let us celebrate the many 
achievements that have honored Pela-
hatchie High, and, in turn, honored the 
Pelahatchie community. From U.S. 
News and World Report Bronze Level 
school, to the PREPS awards for ELA 
and Biology I, and the National Beta 
Club School of Merit, to name a few. 
 We intend to earn many more next 
year, and we look forward to the con-
tinued partnership between the teach-
ers, parents, students, and the commu-
nity to make all these things possible.  
 Parents, grandparents, aunts, un-
cles, help us keep students focused, 
and let’s see how high our community 
and school can fl y. GO CHIEFS!!!

By: Dr. Bryan Marshall, Pelahatchie 
High School Principal

(Photo special to The 
Pelahatchie News)

        

National Library Week
Libraries Transform! Week of April 10 - Stop by, relax a bit, and cra�  a while.

Repurposed bookmarks & 3D coloring all week
 

Adult Book Club
Wednesday, April 20, 9:30 a.m.

Discussing Erin Morgenstern’s novel, � e Night Circus

Summer is approaching

H & H Electrical, L.L.C.
397 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

O�  ce: 601-854-7887
Fax: 601-854-7378

Brian HallKevin Hall

 

   The Mason family is pleased 
to announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Crystal 
Mercedes Mason, to Steven 
Parrish, son of Ricky Parrish 
and Terri Grigsby of Crystal 
Springs.
   The couple will exchange 
vows at Roosevelt State Park 
in Morton on May 7.
    They will continue to reside 
in Pelahatchie.

Crystal Mercedes Mason & Steven Parrish

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Statement of Non-Discrimination 
Southern Pine Electric Power Association is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

If you wish to fi le a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA 
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/com-
plaint_fi ling_cust.html, or at any USDA offi ce, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. 
You may also write a letter containing all of the information requested in the form. Send 
your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Director, Offi ce of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 
20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.
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COUNTRY BOYS  APPLIANCE & FURNITURE
1200 East Second St. • 601-759-5037 • Hours: Mon. - Sat., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Washers • Dryers • Bedroom Sets • Stoves • Refrigerators • Dishwashers
Sectionals • Sofas • Living Room Sets • Area Rugs
Accessories Including Lamps & Décor
(Note: electronics available through order)

 Hours: Mon. - Sat., 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
In-HouseFinancing &Furniture DeliveryComing Soon!Vendors: HDW, HandMade Furniture, C&LSupply, J&M OutdoorsBlack/White

Whirpool Stoves
$309 UP

Side Table $60

Lodge Cast
Iron

Plus, Air
Conditioners

$241

Vintage Dining Table w/4 Chairs
$615

 PriorityOne Bank will hold a free 
workshop entitled "Build a Better Cred-
it Report" on Thursday, April 21, from 
5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. Karen Harris, 
Mississippi Sales Manager for Equifax, 
will facilitate the session. The public is 
invited to attend, and pre registration is 
encouraged. Call the bank on Second 
Street at (601 ) 854- 5282.
 "Maintaining good credit is import-
ant," stated David Farris, Vice President 

and Branch Manager. "Knowing how 
to wisely manage credit and how to 
understand your credit score can be in-
timidating. Karen Harris brings a wealth 
of knowledge as our Equifax partner; 
she’ll share tools which will provide 
concrete steps to maintaining a strong 
credit score," he added.
 Participants will have an opportuni-
ty to pull their own credit report during 
the session. Harris will review the com-
ponents of a sample credit report, and 
provide tips for disputing errors, the 

process for clearing up derogatory cred-
it information and how to preserve good 
credit standing. "Good credit plays a 
role in our lives every day," according 
to Fountaine McNair, Senior Vice Pres-
ident of the Bank’s Lending Center. 
"From the rate you receive on a mort-
gage loan to the cost of insurance, your 
credit score impacts you directly in the 
wallet. That’s why we are offering this 
session, so that consumers can become 
more educated in improving and main-
taining a good credit score," he added.

 The Morton branch will also hold a 
workshop on Thursday, April 14, from 
5:30 p.m. until 7 p.m. at the bank’s Mor-
ton location. To register, call at (601) 
 732 -6106. 
 PriorityOne Bank, based in Magee, 
Mississippi, operates fourteen offi c-
es in eleven Mississippi communities: 
Collins, Seminary, Hattiesburg, Magee, 
Mendenhall, Richland, Brandon, Rid-
geland, Pearl, Pelahatchie, and Morton. 
The bank has assets of approximately 
$575 million.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

PriorityOne Bank / Equifax offer credit report workshop April 21

 In an effort to create awareness and 
raise funds to support the fi ght against 
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome (SIDS), 
Sudden Unexplained Infant Death and 
infant mortality in Mississippi, the 
Mississippi SIDS and Infant Safety Al-
liance will be sponsoring a fundraising 
event for Mississippi residents and their 
families.
 The 5K Walk/Run for Babies will 

take place on the Square in Canton on 
Saturday, April 9. The 5K Walk/Run 
will be a timed event. Registration will 
begin at 8 a.m., with the Walk for Ba-
bies to begin at 9 a.m. A balloon lift will 
take place at 8:50 a.m., before the 5K 
begins. 
 Registration for adults is $25 and 
children under 12, $12 (includes a 
T-shirt; if chip timed, add $2) and chil-
dren 5 and under are free ($10 if re-
questing a T-shirt). T-shirts are guaran-

teed for paid registrations received by 
Friday, April 1.
 After the 5K Run/Walk, a one-
mile fun run will take place.  Food and 
games will be available.
 All proceeds will be donated to the 
Mississippi SIDS and Infant Safety Al-
liance in support of research and ongo-
ing bereavement support and reduction 
education.
 The race is dedicated to the memory 
of all babies in Mississippi who have 

died of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome, 
Sudden Unexplained Infant Death, mis-
carriage or any incident of infant mor-
tality.   Lifesaving messages for parents 
and caregivers on reducing the risk of 
infant death will also be available.  
 For more information or to partic-
ipate in the Annual Walk/Run for Ba-
bies, contact the MS SIDS and Infant 
Safety Alliance at 601-957-7437 or 
www.ms-sids.org. The organization 
also has a Facebook page.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

5K walk/run to support SIDS set for April 9



As the largest independently owned 
staffi  ng service in Mississippi, we 
can customize a wide range of 
soluti ons for our clients and provide 
a plethora of opportuniti es for our 
employees. We’re large enough to 
provide services to big corporati ons 
but just the right size for smaller 
companies, too.

STAY LOCAL. SEE RESULTS.

Why take your business or your skills anywhere 
else? As the leading independent staffi  ng agency 
in the market, we consistently att ract the 
fi nest candidates and match them with the best 
companies in the area. And because we’ve always 
been locally owned, you’ll be dealing with staffi  ng 
experts who are invested in, and responsive to, the 
local business community.

IF YOU’RE 
READY TO GET ON 
BOARD, CONTACT 

US TODAY!

www.tempstaff.net

JACKSON 601-353-4200 | CANTON 601-859-8860 | MCCOMB 601-250-0800

Whether you’re looking 
for work or need 
employees, we can 
assist you with a variety 
of positi ons, including:

- forklift
- assembly
- warehouse
- janitorial

- administrative
- call center
- accounting & � nance
- marketing & sales
 and much more...
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DON’T LET TAX SEASON STRESS YOU OUT.

GET YOUR 0% INTEREST LOAN valued up to $1,500*

We’ll prepare and �le your taxes and you can get a 0% interest loan* the same day!

Check out our full service o�ering and schedule
your tax appointment at WorldFilesTaxes.com

or visit a location near you.

315 Crossgates Blvd., Ste. 1
Brandon  •  (601) 825-2434

901 Lakeland Place, Ste. 8
Flowood  •  (601) 992-4070

*Get up to a $1,500.00, 0% interest loan.  The 0% interest loan is not a Refund Anticipation Loan and is o�ered only at World Acceptance Corporation

Other restrictions may apply.  All loans are subject to approval, terms and conditions.  See branch for details.

April 11is Lineman Appreciation Day
Help us say thanks to those 

who help keep the lights on.

#thankalineman

Southern Pine is an equal 
opportunity employer and provider.

McDaniel Auto Sales 
opens on Second Street

(Photo by Susie A. Wolfe)

 Grant McDaniel has opened Mc-
Daniel Auto Sales on Highway 80 next 
to Allie-Mac’s. From Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, McDaniel will sell used, 

later-model vehicles and offer fi nanc-
ing.  
 A Neshoba Central graduate, Mc-
Daniel previously worked off-shore 
for fi ve years. He and his wife, Alli-
son, live in Lake.

Special to The Pelahatchie News
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT DIRECTORY

Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Debris Removal • Sawmill

Underbrushing • Firewood

Free
Estimates!

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

Custom Cedar
and 

Log Furniture

 The Mississippi Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) will host the 
Eighth Annual Safety Fair on Satur-
day, April 9. The free event will be 
held at the Mississippi Trade Mart on 
the Fairgrounds in Jackson from 10 
a.m. until 2 p.m. and is open to the 
public.
 Parents and children of all ages 
will be able to participate in fun and 
educational activities in efforts to 
increase awareness in areas of child 
passenger safety, dangers of distract-
ed driving and general safety for mo-
torists and pedestrians. Along with 
MDOT’s virtual distracted driving 
simulator, other popular attractions 
will return to the event this year. The 
safety rollover demonstration ("Rov-
er"), the impaired driving simulator 
and the low-speed head-on collision 

simulator called the "Convincer" will 
all be a part of the effort to engage 
parents and kids in new, fun activities 
that encourage safe driving practices 
and overall safety on Mississippi’s 
roadways.
 In an activity to promote seat belt 
safety, DREAM Inc. will be hosting 
the “Rock the Belt” program. This 
quick-click challenge will group kids 
in teams of four to compete in a race 
to get all members of the team buck-
led in a car the fastest. The team with 
the fastest time wins the challenge!  
Children will also have an opportu-
nity to speak to emergency medical 
technicians from American Medical 
Response and tour a real ambulance. 
For child passenger safety, Safe Kids 
MS will have certifi ed car seat tech-
nicians on-site to inspect and prop-
erly install child safety seats free of 
charge. For larger truck safety, The 

Wal-Mart Committed to Safety Pro-
gram will offer safety demonstrations 
with an on-site semi-truck. 
 The Bike Rodeo will be led by 
Mississippi Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Health to demonstrate bicy-
cle safety tips to kids and bike riders. 
SRTS will also provide information 
identifying safe routes for children 
traveling to and from school and hand 
out certifi cates to all children who 
complete the bicycle safety course. 
All Bike Rodeo participants receive a 
free bicycle helmet while supplies last 
and may enter a drawing to win a free 
bike.
 Along with concessions, there 
will also be a rock climbing wall, 
face painting and a space jump. Fair 
attendees can also experience the ev-
er-popular “Bike Smoothie Maker,” 
where participants can ride a station-

ary bike to power a blender and make 
their own fruit smoothies.
 The Safety Fair is sponsored by 
MDOT, in partnership with Safe Kids 
Mississippi; American Association of 
Retired Persons; American Medical 
Response; Batson Children’s Hospi-
tal; Brain Injury Association of Mis-
sissippi; DREAM Inc.; Mississippi 
Department of Health; Mississippi 
Operation Lifesaver; Mississippi De-
partment of Rehabilitation Services; 
Mississippi Department of Wild-
life, Fisheries and Parks; Mississippi 
Trucking Association; MoToSteps 
Motorcycle Safety Training; Safe 
Routes to School; and Wal-Mart’s 
Committed to Safety Program.
 For more information about 
MDOT’s 8th Annual Safety Fair, vis-
it GoMDOT.com/safety-fair. To learn 
more about MDOT’s Safety Educa-
tion Program, call 601-359-1454.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

MDOT to host  Eighth Annual Safety Fair on April 9
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 Holmes Community College stu-
dents Taylor Adcock of Sallis, Kris-
tin Alexander of Vaughan, Mallory 
Corley of Pelahatchie, Amina Jatoi of 
Ridgeland, Etta Jennings of Grenada, 
and Abby Vance of Grenada were hon-
ored at the All-Mississippi Communi-
ty College Academic Team Recogni-
tion Luncheon on March 22.
 Held at the Jackson Convention 
Center, the luncheon recognized those 
students named to both the All-Mis-
sissippi First Team and Second Team. 
Adcock was named First Team, mean-
ing she received a $1,000 scholarship 
provided by the Mississippi Associ-
ation of Community and Junior Col-
leges. The other fi ve honorees were all 
named Second Team. 
 The program was established by 
the Mississippi Association for Com-
munity and Junior Colleges, the Mis-
sissippi Community College Board, 
and Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. 
Nominations are based on outstanding 
academic performance and service to 
the college and community.

 Corley, a student on the Ridgeland 
Campus, is president of the Alpha 
Lambda Sigma Chapter of Phi Theta 
Kappa. She is also the current Miss 
Holmes for the Ridgeland Campus, an 
Ambassador, and was Student Body 
Maid for Homecoming 2015. 
 She plans to receive a degree in 
marketing in May 2016 and attend 
the University of Mississippi in the 
fall, majoring in Integrated Marketing 
Communications. After completing 
her bachelor's, Corley plans to pursue 
a master's degree and fi nd a job with a 
large corporation in a big city. She also 
dreams of one day opening an orphan-
age for girls who have fallen victim to 
sex traffi cking. 
 Corley volunteers with Hope Hol-
low, Horses for Handicap and Ride-
Ability. She also currently owns her 
own business with Arbonne Interna-
tional, a health and wellness company. 
Corley babysits regularly and helps 
with the work on her family's farm, 
feeding and caring for animals. She 
is also a competitive barrel racer and 
has won a Champion Buckle in Girls' 
Bullriding.

Special to The Pelahatchie News

Gr
een

house & Garden Homegrown

4664 Hwy 18  •  Brandon MS 39042

601-825-9816
HOMEGROWN!  Grown Here to �rive Here!

Super Selection of Vegetable  and Flowering Plants for your garden. 
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Mallory Corley named to Holmes 
2016 All-Mississippi Academic Team

Photo special to The Pelahatchie News

Kennedy pitches no hitter against Bruins

Lady Chief Becca Kennedy pitched a no hitter against St. Joe's Lady Bruins on March 29. The fi nal 
score of the PHS win was 15-0. (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)



GRIFFIN FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC

Kim Risher
Amanda Pigott, Respiratory

Amanda Sloma

Mary Ann Gri�n, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN
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Country Boys grand opening

Country Boys Appliance and Furniture held its Grand Opening Celebration on Saturday, April 2, with 
entertainment provided by Big Money Mel & Small Change Wayne. Owner Joe Hedgepeth (center) is 
shown with the store's fi rst customers, Ricky and Gail Harrell, who purchased an appliance. (Photo 
special to The Pelahatchie News)

 Linda Brewer has owned and oper-
ated Brewer Healthcare for six years, 
specializing in family and geriatric 
nurse practice. She treats all ages, in-
cluding "the most precious elderly." 
 "The Japanese have it right in the 
way they treat the elderly," said Brewer. 
"We could learn a lot from them."
 Originally from Mars Hill in Amite 
County, Brewer is a former cardiovas-
cular clinical nurse specialist. She said 
she sees a lot of high blood pressure and 
diabetes in her work, but said that there 
are a few things that everyone can do 
to improve their health with immediate 
results: eat a low carb diet and start a 

daily walking program. 
 "If you put those two things in prac-
tice," said Brewer, "you will reap the 
benefi ts immediately of more energy, 
better sleep and improved mood."
 Brewer said that Pelahatchie is her 
adopted hometown. She has lived in the 
town 20 years and feels it is “the best 
town in the world.”
 "Pelahatchie is the closest to the 
real Mayberry," she said. "The people 
are real and genuine. They really care 
about each other."
 Brewer said that the reason her 
practice is successful is that she and 
her three employees treat everyone like 
they would like you to treat their mama. 
"You just can’t go wrong with that."

Brewer Healthcare operates in 
"the best town in the world"

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photo by Susie A. Wolfe



Bessie A. Crain 72 Morton, MS 3/1/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Elsie M. Possey 72 Forest, MS 3/2/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Johnnie M. Ragsdale 92 Forest, MS 3/4/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jean Rigsby 85 Forest, MS 3/15/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
John D. Lingle 78 Morton, MS 3/24/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Oliver McCrory 79 Morton, MS 3/25/2016 Wolf Funeral Serv.

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements

Cross Roads Baptist Church
Where the Lord is at work...in us and through us!

Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

5:00 - Cross Clubs for Children & Students
6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner

7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities  •  Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study  •  Couples Support Group

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

104 Crossroads Road  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

Walters VFD holds 
catfi sh fundraiser

 The Walters Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment will hold one of its annual catfi sh 
fundraisers on Saturday, April 9, from 
4-7 p.m. at the 125 Walters Road sta-

tion. Plates of catfi sh, hushpuppies, 
fries and cole slaw are $8 for regular 
and $10 for large.  
 Customers may eat in or carry out. 
For more information, contact Bill Al-
len at 601-209-8641.
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continued from page 3

age.
 I was very proud that we were able 
to straighten out language to make sure 
law enforcement and fi rst responders 
who die as a result of their jobs receive 
the $100,000 death benefi t we passed 
during the previous term. The original 
bill said if the individual "was killed" 
in the line of duty, the benefi t would 
apply. Unfortunately, last year we had 
a situation where a young fi refi ghter 
inhaled too much smoke, but was able 
to go home after responding to the fi re. 
He got into breathing distress later that 
night and subsequently died from the 
injury to his lungs. So, we changed 
the language to address a situation like 
his, and I am glad we were able to do 
this for those who risk everything for 
us.
 Some other bills that we have 
passed so far in the process to the Sen-
ate for consideration:
• House Bill 1523 creates the Reli-
gious Liberties Accommodation Act 
and states that pastors, faith-based 
healthcare institutions and schools 
and circuit clerks who hold certain re-
ligious and moral beliefs are entitled 
to protection against discrimination 
for holding these beliefs.
• House Bill 553 increases the pen-
alty for human traffi cking. The pro-
posed enhancement for those convict-
ed of human traffi cking crimes would 
be life in prison or fi nes no less than 
$100,000 and no more than $500,000.
 The Mississippi Main Street In-
vestment Act has once again passed 
the House. I have sponsored this bill 
for the last 3 years am proud to spon-
sor again this year. This measure es-
tablishes a loan program from the 
Mississippi Development Authority 
for small municipalities with popula-
tions of 15,000 or less. These loans 
will allow the municipalities to revi-
talize downtown areas through infra-
structure repair and restoring down-

town business districts. Funds realized 
from the municipalities becoming re-
vitalized will go toward repaying the 
loans. Let’s hope the Senate will con-
cur this year, and this idea will become 
a reality.
 We were blessed with the presence 
of some very enthusiastic students 
from Pelahatchie High School at FFA 
day at the Capitol and the FFA Break-
fast.  I am always so proud to show 
our young people their State Capitol 
and encourage them that if I can be 
here, any one of them can be here, too. 
They made us all proud.
 As you probably know, public ed-
ucation continues to be a topic of high 
discussion in the halls of the Capitol. 
In this area, we are blessed with great 
public schools that achieve well de-
spite tight budgets and the diffi culties 
of operating in buildings that need 
help. Of course, the shortage of in-
come has once again hit schools the 
hardest. And discussions of offering 
tax breaks and giveaways to corpora-
tions makes people even more anxious 
that our schools will never be given 
the money they should receive. Add to 
that the insistence by some legislators 
that they know how to teach better than 
professional educators, and we have a 
real problem on our hands. Some of 
my colleagues and I are thinking of 
hosting open meetings on the state of 
public education in Mississippi over 
the summer months. While I certainly 
don’t have all of the answers myself, 
I’ve always been a big believer in the 
idea that wisdom comes with many 
advisors, as it says in Proverbs 15:22. 
I will let you know when and if these 
meetings happen. Feel free to let me 
know if you are interested.
 Thanks for giving me the oppor-
tunity to serve as your Voice in the 
Legislature. Please feel free to reach 
out to me anytime by emailing me at
attmiles@house.ms.gov or 601-469-7886.

Legislative updates: ups and downs 
mark fi rst months of 2016 session
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Pastor's perspective: refl ections on my new puppy

We have a new 
puppy at our house.  

She is a Teddy Roosevelt Terrier, and 
her name is Bella. Bella is proving to 
be a great addition to our family.  She 
is a very smart puppy and loves to 
please us. She also loves to go outside 
and play ball. I have been taking ad-
vantage of her enthusiasm to teach her 
some obedience commands.  
 She loves to play ball. I throw a ten-
nis ball across the yard. When I throw 
it, I tell her to "fetch." She takes off 
chasing the ball across the yard. Some-
times, she runs out ahead of the ball 
and waits for it like a baseball center 
fi elder!  When she gets the ball, I call 
out the command "bring" so that she 
knows that I want her to bring the ball 
back to me. When she gets to me with 
the ball, the command is "sit." Then I 
tell her "drop" so that she leaves the 
ball on the ground at my feet.  
 Fetch. Bring. Sit. Drop.
 When she does well, I always re-
ward her with a treat. That serves as 
an incentive for her to follow the com-
mands. She has learned the routine 
pretty well and most of the time does 

those things even when I do not say 
the commands.  
 But, even though she knows exact-
ly what I want her to do, sometimes 
she loses focus and does something 
else. She may be distracted by a bird 
that fl itters by, and she runs off chasing 
it. Or our other dog may come running 
up, and she decides to play with him 
for a while. 
 Sometimes, she stops to take care 
of a little "personal business." She 
may notice someone walking on the 
road and run to the fence to bark at 
them. So, even though she knows what 
she is supposed to do, and usually does 

exactly what I expect, there are a num-
ber of things that can get her attention 
and take her focus off of what she is 
supposed to be doing, which is fetch, 
bring, sit and drop.
 Of course, when she gets distract-
ed, I always call out her name to get 
her attention and get her back on task.  
She usually responds and comes to me 
with the ball. And when she does, I al-
ways reward her obedience.
 I think those of us who are Chris-
tians are a lot like Bella.  We know that 
God has things He wants us to do.  His 
general commands are actually written 
down for us! And there are specifi c 

things that He wants each one of us 
to do personally. We know what God 
wants from us, and perhaps most of 
the time we live in obedience to Him.  
 But there are times when we get 
distracted by temptation, or we want 
to chase after our own desires, or we 
decide to just do our own thing for a 
while. We lose focus, and our atten-
tion is placed on something other than 
what we know God’s will is for us. We 
know what He wants, but we chose to 
do something else. 
 God is patient with us, and calls us 
back to obedience. If we listen, we can 
hear Him calling out our name. When 
we do return to Him, He is always 
waiting for us and blesses our lives for 
being obedient. 
 Bella has provided a great deal of 
joy to us. And God delights when His 
children live to please Him. If you 
know Christ, then stay focused on 
what He wants you to do in life. Be 
obedient to His commands and His 
will for your life. If you have lost fo-
cus or you are living apart from Him, 
listen, and you will hear Him calling 
out your name. Come back to Him; be 
obedient, and He will surely bless your 
life!
 Be sure to go to Church on Sunday, 
and take your family with you!

By: John Vaughn, Pastor, 
Cross Roads Baptist 
Church in Pelahatchie
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Bella (Photo special to The Pelahatchie News)
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APPAREL, EMBROIDERY & GIFTS

 With around a third of U.S. house-
holds owning pets, it is important 
to stay on top of the latest in animal 
care.   
 Crooked Creek Animal Hospital 
is a mixed animal practice operated 
by doctors Charles Edwards and Sta-
ci Rhodes since 1999. Thirty-fi ve to 
forty percent of their business is large 
animals including cows, horses, goats, 
sheep, and even a camel. Smaller an-
imals include dogs and cats, and the 
popular backyard  chickens and pot-
bellied pigs.
 The animal hospital, members of 
the Mississippi Veterinary Medical 
Association and the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association, offers ser-
vices include boarding, dentistry, diet 
/ behavior, digital radiology, emergen-
cy, geriatrics, surgery, ultrasound and 
pharmacy. They also offer preventa-
tive care, microchipping, large animal, 
skin care/fl ea and tick preventives, and 
wellness programs.
 Crooked Creek began in the white 
house on Mimosa Drive in Spring 
2000 and is now located on Shiloh 
Road. They started their practice with 
four people and currently employ 16 
full and part-time. 
 Dr. Daniel Plunkett, who special-
izes in small animal internal medi-
cine and small animal surgery, works 
part-time, and a new associate, Bayard 
Gillis of Brookhaven, will be starting 
June 1.
 Dr. Edwards, who grew up on a 
poultry and cattle farm in rural Scott 
County, specializes in large animal 
care. He and his wife, Carlotta, op-
erate their own beef cow/calf herd in 
Rankin and Scott counties, with 100 

head of mixed breed beef cows.
 They also have a number of animals 
of their own, including two Manx cats, 
a mixed breed beagle, a Chihuahua, a 
miniature Pincher and two sheep, plus 
60 backyard chickens.
 Dr. Rhodes is a Pelahatchie native, 
who with husband, Kurt, have three 
children, Trevor, Peyton and Trey.  She 
specializes in small animal medicine 
as well as equine medicine.
 Crooked Creed seeks to stay updat-
ed on all issues that affect animals in 
the area. For example, antibiotic use in 
food producing animals is a hot issue.  
This Veterinary Feed Directive has 
been implemented by the Food and 
Drug Administration and involves the 
use of antibiotics in animal feedstuffs.  
Producers must have a Valid Client Pa-
tient Relationship with their veterinar-
ian before they can purchase or have 
any drug or combination drug added 
to animal feeds. This would come in 
the form of a VFD Order or a Prescrip-
tion from a licensed veterinarian.  This 
VFD Directive goes into effect Janu-
ary 2017.
 Another issue that dog owners are 
facing is Canine Infl uenza Virus.  It 
is a highly contagious respiratory dis-
ease that is caused by Canine Infl uen-
za Virus type A. There are two known 
strains in the U.S. Neither virus is in-
fectious to humans, but, as with human 
infl uenza, the best protection against 
canine infl uenza is vaccination. It's 
also important to note that canine in-
fl uenza is not seasonal like the human 
fl u. It is spread the same way as the 
common cold in humans. 
 For more information on these is-
sues or to ask about any animal ques-
tion, visit www.crookedcreekanimal.com 
or call 601-854-7808.

Business Spotlight: Crooked Creek 
stays on top of the latest in animal care
By Susie A. Wolfe

Staff from left, front row, are Georgiana Nutt, Hannah McCurdy, Dr. Stacey Rhodes, Amber Russell and 
Carla Vancor. Second row, from left, Misty Harris, Chris Jones, Dr. Charles Edwards, Whitney Phillips 
and Belinda Parker. (Photo by Trevor Shurtz, 3 Sided Media)

Dr. Charles Edwards (Photo by Trevor Shurtz, 3 
Sided Media)

Dr. Stacey Rhodes (Photo by Trevor Shurtz, 3 
Sided Media)

Submit
Wedding & Birth
Announcements

Call Susie today to find out how to let your 
neighbors know about your good news -

601-566-1932, ext. 2



Multicraft, innovation multiplied through people and technology
 The people and technology at Mul-
ticraft International, Pelahatchie’s 
international automotive component 
supplier, are the 38-year-old compa-
ny’s secret to success--Multicraft com-
ponents are used on more than 10 vehi-
cle brands and in more than 30 current 
model vehicles.
 "At Multicraft, we differentiate our-
selves by the attitude of our most valu-
able resource, our people," said CEO 
Andrew Mallinson. "They embody our 
values, operate our business processes 
and provide world-class performance 
to continuously improve our profi tabil-
ity and that of our customers."
 Mallinson announced new appoint-
ments effective March 30 of Brad 
Williams as President Multicraft Inter-
national, Paul Jones as President Mul-
ticraft Ventures and Dennis Rasberry, 
Executive Vice President and CFO of 
both businesses.
 Twenty-one of the 110 employees 
have been with the company more than 
20 years, and 50 employees have 10 
years or more of service. Longevity of 
the company’s leadership that help to 
maintain stability within the workforce 
include Jennifer Bowman, 34 years of 
service; Dennis Rasberry, 33 years; 

Brad Williams, 24 years, Joe Ashker, 
22 years; Karen Yount, 21 years and 
Paul Jones, 20 years.
 "Multicraft is proud to innovate 
solutions internationally for brands, 
companies and products across the 
globe," said Mallinson.
 Innovation is supported through 
Multicraft’s strong engineering and in-
house capabilities such as: 3D CAD, 
Rapid 3D printing, full service tool 
room, and test facilities. The company 
can produce more than 7,000 automo-
tive switches per hour—that is a switch 
every half-second. They make 40,000 
parts for 15 Chrysler locations, said 
Joe Ashker, materials manager. There 
are 12 parts in the glove box light, 
alone.
 Chris Kennedy, production manag-
er, said that the facility operates on four 
10-hour days, and leaves Fridays for 
emergencies, repairs, etc. Planning is 
key to keep the automotive plants run-
ning, including using technology to go 
into customers’ systems to verify parts 
supply to know when to ship. Down-
time costs money, and that’s something 
they avoid, said Ashker.
 For more information on Mul-
ticraft International, visit the com-
pany’s award-winning web site at 
www.multicraft.com.

By: Susie A. Wolfe
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Craig Slay
craig.slay@palmerslay.com

Chris Palmer
chris.palmer@palmerslay.com

601-724-1870
12 Woodgate Drive, Suite F (39042)

P.O. Box 896
Brandon, MS 39043-0896

New appointments at Multicraft, effective March 30. Pictured left: Brad Williams, President Multicraft 
International; center: Paul Jones, President Multicraft Ventures; and right: Dennis Rasberry, Executive 
Vice President and CFO, Multicraft International and Multicraft Ventures. (Photos special to The Pela-
hatchie News)

Multicraft employee shown with various parts produced as automotive components. The company can 
also produce more than 7,000 automotive switches per hour; that is a switch every half-second. (Photo 
by Susie A. Wolfe)



Let our family serve your family.
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1-55 NORTH EXIT BRIARWOOD • I-55 SOUTH EXIT BEASLEY ATKINS ROAD

1-844-332-1858 • www.machaikcdjr.com
Pictures for illustration purposes only.  Subject to prior sale. Price plus t.t.l. with approved credit, prices good day of ad only. Incentives subject to change. Residency restrictions apply. Not responsible for typos.  In stock vehicles only; no dealer trades. Mac Haik price on all new vehicles is MSRP less factory rebates less dealer

discounts plus t.t.l.  Special rates in lieu of factory rebates.  Dealer retains all rebates.  Must finance through Chrysler Capitol for special financing. Programs subject to change. Not valid with any other offer.  Must finance with Chrysler Capitol for Bonus Cash.

Get that great
Mac Haik

feeling!

NEW 2016 RAM 1500
BIGHORN/SLT CREW CAB 4X4




       
    

  


NEW 2015 RAM 1500 LARAMIE
4X4 CREW CAB

       
      

  





NEW 2016 RAM 2500 SLT
DIESEL 4X4 CREW CAB

NEW 2016 RAM 2500
TRADESMAN CREW CAB 4X4







       
    

  


       
      

  



