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JROTC fi nishes second

 For the last nine years, Shiloh United 
Methodist Church (UMC) has present-
ed a two-night "Journey to Bethlehem" 
and Beyond, a drive-thru trip to Beth-
lehem and through the life of Jesus. It 
started as a manger scene before it be-
came a major production that will have 
an attendance of more than 2,000 peo-
ple.
 This year, the presentation will in-
corporate some other life events from 
the life of Jesus, according to Debbie 
Rhodes, who along with Shirley Wad-
sworth has been coordinating the event 
from the beginning.  
 "Someone has a new idea, and we in-
corporate it the next year."
 The idea came from her 40-member 
Explorer Sunday School class, where 
the class planned and implemented 

the production the fi rst two years, but 
it became too big for that one class. 
Now, the "Journey" is a church-wide 
"gift or Christmas card to the commu-
nity, with hopes that every person that 
drives through leaves with a glimpse of 
the love of Christ." All ages participate, 
and there are teams to help with cos-
tumes, food, set design, etc.
 Shiloh UMC has a campground that 
Rhodes said is a "natural setting for the 
city of Bethlehem." Members look for-
ward to the production every year.  
 One member said that he gets "such a 
spiritual experience from participating 
each year."
 It takes approximately 200 people, 
including men, women and children, to 
play the characters in the scenes that are 
set around the church and campground. 
Scenes include Joseph with Mary on a 

By Susie A. Wolfe

 The Pelahatchie High School 
(PHS) Army JROTC Varsity Air 
Rifl e Marksmanship Team re-
cently fi nished second place in 
the Rankin County Fall District 
Marksmanship match. Teams 
competed across the district in 
a timed, three-position match.  
Team members shot their pre-
cision air rifl es in the prone, 
kneeling, and standing position.  
Composite scores were calculat-
ed among all team members to 
determine the highest team scores 
and ultimately match position 
ranking.  
 PHS Army Junior Reserve Of-
fi cer Training Corps (JROTC) is 
a program offered to high school 
students at Pelahatchie that teach 
cadets character education, stu-
dent achievement, wellness, leadership, 
and diversity. Collectively, these les-
sons motivate cadets to be better citi-
zens, which is the main focus and mis-

sion of JROTC. 
 In addition to promoting citizenship, 
JROTC also prepares cadets for college 
while providing service opportunities 
involving school and community.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Shiloh UMC to present "Journey" December 9 and 10
Good News You Can Use

Photo by Pelahatchie News

The Journey to Bethlehem and Beyond is a yearly production by Shiloh UMC that showcases the Life 
of Jesus from birth to ascension. It is portrayed as the authentic village of Bethlehem.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Homecoming Queen Brooke Turnage

East Rankin Academy Homecoming Queen Brooke Turnage is escorted by her father, Edmund Tur-
nage.

A Caring & Friendly
AtmosphereTreating Children,

Adults, and Seniors

Cleanings • Fillings
Extractions • Whitening

Dentures • Crowns
Root Canals • Implants

and More

Special to Pelahatchie News

The varsity PHS marksmanship team members pictured 
(l to r) are: Blaine White, team captain, Maria Banuelas, 
Jacob Boykin, and Bailey Ferguson, team manager. Not 
pictured is Cheyenne Myers.

continued on page 3
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This past month, the 
Pelahatchie PD saw 
two men graduate 

from training academies in order to 
serve the Town better.  We 
have good people and are 
proud of their accomplish-
ments.
 Justin Stevens, a Pela-
hatchie native, is the fi rst per-
son the PPD has sponsored at 
the Academy.  He graduated 
from the Mississippi Delta 
Community College Law En-
forcement Training Academy 
in Moorhead in November.  
After the 12-week course 
work of physical, drug iden-
tifi cation, state statutes, courtroom, 
and driving, Justin received two rec-
ognitions: the Road Warrior Chal-
lenge certifi cate, and for running fi ve 
miles in under 50 minutes. Twen-
ty-four of the original 42 that entered 
the training graduated.
 Justin, a 2008 Pelahatchie HS 

graduate, has been working toward 
this goal for six years. He started as 
a reserve offi cer, then became a dis-
patcher, then dispatch supervisor, 
patrol offi cer and now a certifi ed law 
enforcement offi cer.
 Karl VanHorn, Pelahatchie Volun-
teer Fire Department’s chief, gradu-
ated from the Simpson County Law 
Enforcement Offi cer Training Acade-

my in November. He will be a reserve 
offi cer after getting the certifi ed part 
time certifi cate. He received the high-
est academic award in the 10-mem-
ber class.
 VanHorn is a captain at the 
Flowood Fire Department in addition 
to his PVFD and PPD duties. 

Chief’s Comments: Training is key 
By Guest Columnist 
Chief Kevin Poole, 
Pelahatchie Police 
Dept.

A kind word can go a 
long way. Treat peo-
ple how you want to 
be treated. Love ye 

one another. Give expecting nothing 
in return. This holiday season let's 
put forth our best effort in spreading 
holiday love and cheer! 
 Happy Holidays! Bring in 
the New Year with a smile!
None of these things cost money. 
Check on your neighbors during the 
holidays! Love you all!

From the desk of the Mayor
By Ryshonda H. 
Beechem, Mayor of 
Pelahatchie

Special to Pela-
hatchie NewsSpecial to Pela-

hatchie News
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Justin Stevens, left, is shown with Police Chief Kevin 
Poole. He is now a Certifi ed Law Enforcement Offi cer.

2861 Hwy. 80 E., Brandon, MS 39042
601-825-5051

Brown Bag Special
Cattle Feed

11.5% Protein
$6.25 per Bag

$5.95 per Bag per Ton

22% All Natural
Range Cubes
$7.95 per Bag

$7.50 per Bag per ton

Wrangler 12%
Sweet Feed
$7.25 per Bag

20% Horse and Cattle Tub
$56.00 per Tub

$54.00 per tub per pallet

24% Cattle Tubs
$52.00 per Tub
$48.00 per tub

per pallet

Walters FD hosting Breakfast with Santa

 
 The Walters Fire De-
partment Ladies Aux-
iliary will be hosting 
their annual "Breakfast 
with Santa" on Decem-
ber 9 from 8 a.m. - 10 
a.m. Breakfast will in-
clude pancakes, sau-
sage, and milk. Plates 
are $5 each. 
 Bring your camera and 
get pictures with Santa. 
Walters Fire Department 
is located at 125 Walters 
Rd., Pelahatchie.

Special to Pelahatchie 
News
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For Earth. For Life.

Your authorized Kubota dealer!
601-854-5112        601-854-5162

Kennedy Lawns
“Where quality matters.”

911 Stegall Rd., Pelahatchie, MS 39145

15% All

Flowerbed

Services... 

...when you sign up for mowing!

2017 East Rankin Homecoming Court

Special to Pelahatchie News

2017 ERA Homecoming Court pictured (l to r) are: fl ower girl Brantleigh Woitt and crown bearer James Wade; front row: Brooke Cunningham, Dana Watkins, Chloe Wallace, and Taylor Turman; and back row: 
Macy Leach, Abi Baggett, Brooke Turnage, and Emilee Tadlock

continued from page 1

donkey, the manger with angels, alter 
with animals, Upper Room, Garden of 
Gethsemane, Jesus carrying the cross, 
women at the well and the Ascension. 
Other scenes around the campground 
that make the time period more au-
thentic include a carpenter, shep-
herd with animals including a camel, 
blacksmith, census taker, tax collector, 

empty tomb, wise men, temple and an 
inn.
 The drive-thru is set from 5:30-8:30 
each night on Saturday and Sunday, 
December 9-10. It takes 10- 15 min-
utes to drive through once a car enters 
the presentation area. The performers 
stay in character throughout the drive 
that draws bigger crowds each year. 

Shiloh UMC presents Journey in Dec.
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A Pelahatchie girl will get to race 
among the stars in Las Vegas in Decem-
ber. Karlie Herron will be one of 120 
cowgirls competing at the KK Run for 
Vegas/JrNFR Barrel Race, set for Dec. 
12-16 in Las Vegas. The event will be 
held in conjunction with the National 
Finals Rodeo, the sport’s grand fi nale.
 "This is the culmination of a lot 
of hard work by these kids, and they 
have all earned the right to compete in 
Las Vegas," said Kelly Kaminski, the 
event’s organizer and a two-time world 
champion barrel racer in the Women’s 
Professional Rodeo Association.
 "Each of these kids will be competing 
for over $130,000 in cash and prizes 
and a chance to earn a qualifying spot 
in The American Semifi nals next Feb-
ruary in Fort Worth."
 Each competitor will run the clover-
leaf pattern twice, and the top 20 girls 
with the fastest two-run cumulative 
times will advance to the championship 
round. The girl with the fastest average 
time also will win an Exiss trailer.
 "These are all kids 16 and under, 

and they come from 
all across the country, 
Mexico and Australia," 
said Kaminski, a fi ve-
time NFR qualifi er who 
also was a two-time re-
serve world champion. 
"This is a great oppor-
tunity for these girls."
 The KK Run for Ve-
gas/JrNFR Barrel Race 
is one of the most pres-
tigious youth Western 
events in the country, 
and only the top qual-
ifi ers have earned the 
right to compete.
 "This is a very ex-
citing time for every 
child, every family 
that will be part of it," 
said Kaminski. "As a 
former teacher, I’ve al-
ways wanted to be in-
volved with kids, and 
this is a great way to tie 
rodeo and kids together 
in a championship for-
mat."

Special to Pelahatchie News

Herron to compete in Las Vegas barrel race
Special to Pelahatchie News

Karlie Herron will be in the KK Run for Vegas/JrNFR Barrel Race in Las Vegas on Dec. 12-16 competing for over 
$130,000 in cash and prizes.

Bailey honored at MSH

Special to Pelahatchie News
Mississippi State Hospital recently honored employees with November anniversaries for their years of 
service to the hospital. Leah Bailey of Pelahatchie celebrated her one-year anniversary. Pictured (l to r) 
front row, are: Sharon Sanders, Byram, one year; Tiara Barnes, Brandon, one year; Shaeffer Anne Wil-
liams, Pearl, one year; and Mary Lynn Bankester, Madison, fi ve years; and back row: Lea Bailey, Pela-
hatchie, one year; Denise Rogers Jackson, twenty-fi ve years; and Clifton Clincy, Jackson, one year.

11/6/17 JIM HILL AWAY 5:30 G 7:00 B
11/9/17 LAWRENCE COUNTY AWAY 5:30 G 7:00 B
11/11/17 MAGEE AWAY 11:00 G 12:30 B
12/2/17 *MCLAURIN AWAY 11:30 G BOYS TBD
12/4/17 LAWRENCE COUNTY HOME 5:30 G 7:00 B

2017 Soccer Calendar
www.rcsd.ms/Page/26574

Pelahatchie
Attendance

Center

Submit
Wedding & Birth
Announcements

Call Susie today to find out how to let your 
neighbors know about your good news -

601-566-1932, ext. 2
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Do you enjoy the Pelahatchie News newspaper? Then have it delivered! We 
are pleased to announce that Pelahatchie News is now offering subscriptions 
for $30 per year if you live outside of the 39145 zip code. Fill out and mail 
the form below to begin getting a copy delivered right to your door.

The Pelahatchie News

outside the 39145 zip code.
If you live within the 39145 zip code

the newspaper is delivered at no charge.

 The Independent Community Bankers 
of America® (ICBA) announced that lo-
cal community banker Robert J. Barnes, 
President and CEO of PriorityOne Bank, 
was elected to the ICBA Federal Dele-
gate Board. ICBA is the nation’s voice 
for community banks.
 "I am honored to be elected to this 
position," Barnes said. "It gives me a 
chance to work for community banks 
across the country that practice trusted, 
relationship-based lending and offer 
hands-on personal service and invalu-
able fi nancial expertise to local consum-
ers and small businesses."
 In addition to helping shape and ad-
vocate ICBA’s national policy positions 
and programs, Barnes’s duties include 
being a liaison between independent 
community bankers in Mississippi and 
ICBA staff and leadership in Washing-
ton, D.C. He will also work to recruit 
new members to ICBA.
 ICBA is the only national trade associ-
ation dedicated exclusively to promoting 
the interests of locally operated commu-
nity banks and savings institutions. With 
trusted fi nancial expertise and high-qual-

ity customer service as their hallmarks, 
community banks offer the best fi nancial 
services option for millions of consum-
ers, small businesses, farms and ranches.
 "Robbie is a dedicated community 
banker who is respected by his industry 
peers," said ICBA Chairman Scott Heit-
kamp, president and CEO of ValueBank 
Texas of Corpus Christi, Texas.  "We are 
delighted Robbie will be generously of-
fering his time and valuable professional 
talents to the service of the community 
banking industry."

Special to Pelahatchie News

Local leader helps deliver community
banking voice to nation’s capital

Special to Pelahatchie News

Robert Barnes was elected to the 2018 ICBA 
Federal Delegate Board where he will work for 
community banks.

 Mississippians who are tired of annoy-
ing telemarketer calls and want to fi ght 
back have a new weapon in their arsenal. 
The Public Service Commission recent-
ly unveiled their “MS No-Call” App for 
smart phone users. The app will allow 
Mississippians to register their landline 
and cell phones on the Mississippi No 
Call List and fi le complaints against ille-
gal callers directly from their phone and 
at no cost to them.
 "We want to empower people by plac-
ing a tool literally in their hands to help 
us get at these predatory telemarketers. 
This free app was a long time coming, 
and I know it will revolutionize the way 
we track down the lawbreakers and shut 
their call operations down," Chairman 
Brandon Presley said.
 The Commission began development 
of the app last year to create a faster, 
up-to-date way to sign up and fi le com-
plaints, insisting that it be free to all cus-
tomers to use. "MS No-Call" is available 
for both Apple and Android devices.
 Consumers can download the app in 
the Apple App Store or Google Play by 
searching "MS No Call" and instantly be 
connected to the No Call Database. For 
more information about Mississippi’s 
No Call Law, visit www.psc.state.ms.us 

or call 1-800-637-7722.
 How to fi le a complaint from a smart-
phone:
 1. Depending on your device, open the 
App Store or Google Play and search for 
the FREE "MS No Call" App.
 2. On the home screen of the app, se-
lect "File a complaint."
 3. Enter your registered number the 
fi rst time. The app will save your num-
ber for future complaints.
 4. Enter the telemarketer’s telephone 
number, and let us know if they contact-
ed you via phone call or text message.
 5. Enter the date and time of the com-
munication and select "Next."
 6. Answer the questions on the next 
page, and tell us what the caller was try-
ing to sell you.
 7. Submit your complaint.

No-Call App debuts to 
report telemarketers
Special to Pelahatchie News

Live music by

Pearl
Jamz

Live music by

Pearl

Fun for the whole family • Unique gifts • Booth rentals

Live music by

A Holiday Celebration at
TRADE DAYS

AT JONES CENTER FLEAMARKET

Saturday • December 9th • 10am-2pm
  Bring the kids to see Santa Claus

3064 Hwy 80 East • Pearl, Mississippi
www.tradedaysllc.com

HolidayEvent_2colx3.indd   1 11/28/2017   4:48:17 PM

Special to Pelahatchie News
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The Pelahatchie Pub-
lic Library has had a 
wonderful response to 
its request for historic 
items to display at the 

library during October, November, and 
December. Currently on display are 
photographs, annuals from the late '50s 
and early '60s, and various other memo-
rabilia. It is not too late to add to our ex-
hibit if you have something you would 
like to loan for display. The items will 
be on exhibit through the month of De-
cember. 
 It has been a wonderful thing to watch 
patrons’ enjoyment of our historic array. 
One patron in particular was excited to 
see a class picture of the 1961 gradu-
ating class of Pelahatchie High School. 
Her dad graduated in 1961 and at the 
time was not able to purchase the pho-
to. We happily made her a photocopy of 
the picture. 
 Many patrons were interested in the 
Lessel House photographs. If anyone 
has a picture of the Lessel House during 
the years it was operational or photo-

graphs of other old businesses, 
we would so appreciate the 
opportunity to scan the photo-
graph. One patron shared that 
Jimmie Rodgers (in his hobo 
days) had been known to play 
outside the Pelahatchie Depot 
for spare change, and in his 
railroading days, to eat with 
fellow railroad men at the Rus-
sum House. 
 An old photograph acquired 
through Paul Davis, a member 
of the Rankin County Histori-
cal Society, shows an old store 
named Taylor & Son. After a 
little searching on the Internet, 
we found information about 
the "son," Caleb White Taylor. 
His obituary from 1911 reads 
in part, "So long as Pelahatchie 
exists, his name, his reputa-
tion, his work, will remain a 
precious legacy of the town."
 If you haven’t yet, we invite 
you to stop by the Pelahatchie 
Public Library during Decem-
ber, and if you have any old 
photographs of the town or 
historic items, please consid-
er the town museum or the li-
brary. 

 

Special to Pelahatchie News

History comes alive at Pelahatchie library

Lessel House was located beside Rhodes and Robby Drug Store facing the railroad tracks. 

Special to
Pelahatchie News

By Guest Columnist 
Tina Mauney, Branch 
Manager, Pelahatchie 
Public Library

Ibrahim selected for STEM Scholar Program

The University of Wisconsin-Platteville Distance Learning Center has selected Arif Ibrahim of Pela-
hatchie as one of twelve students for its second National Science Foundation STEM Scholar Master’s 
Program cohort. He will receive a scholarship of up to $10,000 as he progresses through the online 
master’s program.

Special to Pelahatchie News
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It is that time of year, 
time for spending 
time with family and 
celebrating the year. 
From everyone at Pela-

hatchie High, we wish you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 It has been amazing what the students 
have been able to accomplish in just a 
few short months. We have started our 
online newspaper in Mrs. Grice’s class-
room called the Hatchie Headlines. If 
you haven’t seen it, take a look online 
at www.hatchie-
headlines.com. 
 The weight 
room is com-
plete, and the 
student athletes 
are working out 
in there daily. 
The library has 
purged all the 
old books and re-
placed them with 
new, exciting and 
engaging genres, mainly at the students' 
request, and the circulation is higher 
than ever before. The monthly student 
book club has grown and has partnered 
with the local library and is currently 
reading This Is Where It Ends. 
 Students are growing exponentially 
with respect to their ACT scores and 
Lexiles. Lexiles for the school are up 
on average 18 points from last month, 
which is a tremendous feat. Mr. Brad-
ford was honored as the Rankin Coun-
ty Administrator of the Month, Mrs. 
Kristen Butcher was recognized as the 
Classifi ed Employee of the Month, Mr. 
Harrison Till was recognized as Rankin 
County School District Student of the 
Month, and Mrs. Grice was recog-
nized as Rankin County Teacher of the 
Month. 

 So, as you can see there are a ton of 
great things going on at Pelahatchie 
High School! With all of that said, we 
are looking forward to the holiday break 
so that we can recharge and be ready for 
a great second semester. December and 
January are packed with basketball and 
soccer games so come out and support 
our Chiefs and Lady Chiefs. Check out 
the athletic schedules at www.rcsd.ms 
under the Pelahatchie High School tab. 
 Parents, we still need your help with 
the newly formed Parents of the Tribe 
organization that is supporting the lat-
est food drive in hopes of taking care of 
families in need over the holidays. 
 Each grade of students is in compe-
tition with each other, and the grade 

with the most canned foods at the end 
of the day on December 15 will win a 
movie in the auditorium and pizza that 
day. So, parents remind your students 
to bring the cans! 
 Remember to #getinvolved. The last 
day before the Christmas Break is a half 
of a day on December 21. Finally, Janu-
ary 8 is a teacher workday, but the tenta-
tive plan is to have parent meetings that 
afternoon to discuss the newly-formed 
diploma options that Mississippi State 
Department of Education has adopt-
ed. These sessions will be informative 
in nature to help everyone understand 
the changes that are being made to the 
graduation pathways. 
 We wish everyone the very best, re-
laxing, and fun break and as always 
don’t forget to READ! Happy Holidays!

Special to
Pelahatchie News

By Dr. Bryan
Marshall, 
Pelahatchie High 
School Principal

Time to celebrate and recharge October PHS Students of the Month

The Pelahatchie HS (PHS) Student of the Month winners for October are pictured (l to r) front row: Na-
taliya Garner, Malcolm McGee, Hart Adams, and Jayla Macklin; and back row: Doneshia Johnson, Mrs. 
Sheree Rayner (Teacher of the Month), Tinly Jo Watkins, Denver Sturgill, and Kacey King.  Not pictured 
are Jacob Jordan, Chandler Rust, Cheyla Munoz-Ramos, and Josh Wilson.

Special to Pelahatchie News

PJH inducts more into Jr. Beta Club

The newly-inducted Pelahatchie Junior High Jr. Beta Club members are (l to r), front row: Nataliya Gar-
ner, Kayden Haden, Leah Carter, and Noah Brock; back row: Lake Ward, Nabri Vindel, Nicole Rainer, 
and Kendall Jones.

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News

Laura Grice was named Rankin County School District Secondary Teacher of the Month for October.  
She is faculty advisor for the Hatchie Headlines.

Grice named RCSD Teacher of the Month
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All of You, From All of Us
Drawings from Mrs. 
Tedra Sirmon's 4-K 
class at Pelahatchie 
Elementary. Sandy 
Thomas is the 
assistant teacher.
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6312 Hwy 18 • Puckett, MS • 601.825.0770

• T-shirt Design & Decals
• Formal wear & tanning beds
• Gift certificates available for
 the holidays

Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year!

ST. DOMINIC’S
FAMILY MEDICINE - PELAHATCHIE

We are open Monday -Friday 7:30 -5:30. 

610 2nd Street  Pelahatchie, MS 39145  601-854-5044

SNIPPERS Hair & Nails
Full Service Salon &  Barber Shop

Walk-ins welcome!

Angel Club Christmas Dinner set for Dec. 9
 Thelma Davis 
loved giving to 
people. She host-
ed an Easter Egg 
Hunt yearly and 
a Christmas Din-
ner for Seniors 
called Angel Club. 
Though she passed 
away this past May, 
her daughter, Essie 
Florence, will con-
tinue her mother’s 
legacy on the twen-
tieth anniversary 
of the Angel Club 
on December 9 at 
3 p.m. in the Com-
munity Center.

By Susie A. Wolfe

Special to Pelahatchie News
Essie Florence, left, with her mother Thelma Davis.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to All of You, From All of Us
Merry

Christmas 
from All of us 
to All of you!
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Tree Trimming • Stump Grinding
Lot Clearing • Debris Removal • Sawmill

Underbrushing • Firewood

Free
Estimates!

RICHLAND WRECKER SERVICE
& AUTO REPAIR

24 HOUR
601-502-3706

We Go The Extra Mile  •  24 Hour Service
22 Years Experience in Auto Repair

Bus. 601-936-0003
Fax 601-936-0353

2651 Hwy. 468
Pearl, MS 39208

Brakes • Timing Belts • Water Pumps • Clutches • Certified A/C and More

WE BUY JUNK CARS

136 Front Street
Lake, MS 39092
601-775-3400

WOLF FUNERAL SERVICES, INC.
"Familiar faces providing personal service in your time of need."

www.wolffuneralservices.com

3054 Highway 80 W.
Morton, MS 39117

601-732-3624

As the holiday shopping 
season hits the home 
stretch, PriorityOne 
Bank has identifi ed sev-

en habits that shoppers should embrace 
to minimize their holiday spending 
debt.
 "It’s incredibly easy to go overboard 
buying gifts for loved ones during the 
holidays, but spending within your 
means will help keep your holidays 
merry and your fi nances bright," said 
Corey Carlisle, executive director of 
the ABA Foundation. "There are sim-
ple things you can do to avoid a holiday 
spending hangover, like setting a budget 
in advance and avoiding impulse buys."
 Below are seven spending habits 
Americans should consider to relieve 

the fi nancial stress of the holidays:
•  Plan ahead. Before you start shop-

ping, develop a realistic budget for 
holiday expenses. Figure out your 
bottom-line number and set aside 
holiday cash in increments through-
out the year. If you need to use your 
credit card, think about what you 
can afford to pay back in January.  

•  Keep track of other costs. Don’t 
forget costs beyond gifts, like post-
age, gift wrap, decorations, greet-
ing cards, food, travel and charita-
ble contributions. 

•  Make and list and check it twice. 
Keep your gift list limited to fam-
ily and close friends, noting how 
much you want to spend on each. 
If you’re donating to charities, fac-
tor in the total amount you plan to 
donate and how much each charity 
will receive. 

•  Shop early and space out pur-

chases. Avoid shopping while 
rushed or under pressure, which can 
lead to overspending. Make sure to 
comparison shop online fi rst, or 
download an app that lets you com-
pare prices before you buy anything 
in a store.

•  Avoid impulsive spending deci-
sions. Finding a spectacular sale on 
something you’ve been wanting can 

easily throw you off course. Stay 
strong and stick to your budget. 
Don’t be blinded by limited-time 
incentives geared toward getting 
you to spend more.

•  Use credit wisely. Limit the use 
of credit for holiday spending. If 
you must use credit, use only one 
card—preferably the one with the 
lowest interest rate—and leave the 
rest at home. Be sure to check state-
ments for unauthorized charges and 
report them immediately.

•  Save your receipts. Not only will 
you need them for possible returns, 
you’ll need them to keep track of 
what you’ve spent and to compare 
with your credit card statement. 
Knowing how much you spent will 
help you plan for next year, too. 
Keeping receipts for charitable do-
nations will help you receive tax 
deductions in the spring.

Seven ways to avoid a holiday spending hangover
By Guest Columnist 
Harvey Lott, Vice President, 
PriorityOne Bank

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Special to Pelahatchie News
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With two months 
left in the hunting 
season, now is a 
good time to fertil-
ize your food plots.

 If adequate phosphate and potash were 
applied at planting, nitrogen is the nu-
trient needed to make plants grow. If a 
good stand of clover is grown with the 
grass, nitrogen rates may be reduced, 
depending on how much nitrogen the 
clover supplies.(Clovers make their 
own nitrogen)
 A common question is how much 
and what source of nitrogen to use. 
This depends on how much growth is 
desired and what source of nitrogen is 
available.
 The most common sources of nitro-
gen for cool season grasses include 
prilled ammonium nitrate, urea, and 
solutions of ammonium nitrate and 
urea. In general, when conditions are 

right for active growth, each of these 
sources produces good plant growth.  
However, a lot of dead inactive grass 
can contain considerable amounts of 
the urease enzyme, which can increase 
volatile losses from fertilizer contain-
ing urea. Whether in solid or liquid 
form, the main need is for enough rain 
to get the nitrogen into the soil so that 
it can be taken up by the plants.
 Effi ciency and cost per unit of nitro-
gen are other factors to consider when 
determining the nitrogen source. Ease 
and cost of application should also be 
taken into account.
 Regardless of the nitrogen source or 
the method of application, nitrogen is 
essential in making cool season forag-
es produce at their maximum potential.  
Also, as always, now is a good time to 
have soil tests done on your food plots.  
These test will reveal the pH of the soil 
and the levels of phosphate and potash 
present, allowing plenty of time to cor-
rect any soil nutrient defi ciencies prior 
to planting summer food sources for 
wildlife.

By Doug Carter, 
Rankin County 
Extension Agent

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Fertilizing winter food plots

Special to Pelahatchie News

Deputy Chance White of the Rankin County Sheriff’s Department visited Mrs. Sirmon’s pre-kindergar-
ten class in October. His son, Jaxon, is in the class, and he shared with the class all about his job. The 
students were very excited to take a peek inside his patrol car.

Deputy visits PES kindergarten class

H & H Electrical, L.L.C.
397 Hwy. 43 South  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

O�  ce: 601-854-7887
Fax: 601-854-7378

Brian HallKevin Hall

NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements

Margaret Renee Maggard 53 Lake, MS 11/1/17 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Jimmy E. Ware 83 Newton, MS 11/6/17 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Gerald Rube Monk 83 Lake, MS 11/7/17 Wolf Funeral Serv.
Brenda Gail Liles 70 Lake, MS 11/9/17 Wolf Funeral Serv.

FFA wins awards at Newton contest

Special to Pelahatchie News

Future Farmers of America members attended the Newton County Invitational Speech Contest and 
achieved these honors: Anna Grace Carter (top) fi rst place for senior prepared public speaking; Maddie 
Grace Walters (lower  left) fi rst place for junior creed; and Katie Belle Boyer (lower right) second place 
for ninth creed.
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Pastor's perspective: The ABC’s of Christmas

Christmas time is here! 
With wonderful pag-
eants and other presen-
tations, plans for fami-

ly gatherings, exchanging gifts, special 
parties and meals, and the anticipation 
of every child.  Of course, Christmas 
is all about the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus Christ.  With all the other ac-
tivities that have come to be a part of 
this time of year, let us never forget 
the real "Reason for the Season." I re-
cently came across a poem titled "The 
ABCs of Christmas.”  The author was 
unknown, so I present it here with some 
minor modifi cations.   

• A is for Angels
 With halos so bright
 Whose carols were heard
 On that fi rst Christmas Night 
• B is for Bells
 So merrily ringing
 Joy to the world
 Is the message they're bringing 
• C is for Candles
 That so brightly shine
 To give a warm welcome

 To your friends and mine 
• D is for Donkey

 Who played a role
 Bringing Mary to Bethlehem
 As he was told 

• E is for Evergreens
 With fragrance so rare
 So plentiful at Christmas
 Their scent fi lls the air 
• F is for Fun
 The whole season long
 From trimming the tree
 To singing a song 
• G is for Greetings
 A merry "hello"
 With a heart full of love
 For people we know 
• H is for Holly 
 With berries so red
 To make into wreaths 
 To hang overhead 
• I is for Ice
 On snow covered hills
 Where sledding is fun
 Along with the spills 
• J is for Jesus
 The Christ child so dear
 We honor his birth
 On Christmas each year
• K is for King

 The title of Jesus
 Who ruled in love
 And gave His life to save us 

• L is for Lanterns
 I am sure that their light
 Helped Mary and Joseph
 That fi rst Christmas Night 
• M is for Mary
 Her heart full of love
 For her little son Jesus
 Who came from above 
• N is for Noel
 The angels did sing
 To herald the birth
 of Jesus, our King 
• O is for Ornaments
 So shining and bright
 With lights on the tree
 To sparkle at night 
• P is for Packages
 With ribbons so gay
 All 'round the tree
 For our Christmas Day 
• Q is for Quiet
 Christmas Eve Night
 With snow covered hills
 Glistening so bright 
• R is for Revelation

 God showed us His plan
 To save all mankind
 Through Jesus, the man 

• S is for Shepherds
 Who fi rst saw the star
 Over Bethlehem's manger
 And followed it far 
• T is for Trees

 We decorate so gay
 Then wait for ole Santa
 To hurry our way 
• U is for Universe
 Where Christmas brings joy
 To all in the world
 To each girl and each boy 
• V is for Visiting
 Friends near and far
 We travel by plane
 Or by bus, or by car 
• W is for Wise Men
 Who brought gifts so rare
 And knelt down and worshiped
 The child they found there 
• X is for X-mas
 Or Christmas by full name
 No matter the language
 It all means the same 
• Y is for Yule Logs
 Whose bright sparks fl y high
 To give a warm welcome
 To friends passing by 
• Z is for Zeal
 We show at this time
 In giving to others
 And loving mankind

 May the Lord bless you and your 
family this Christmas. Keep your focus 
on Jesus. He really is the "Reason for 
the Season." And be sure to take your 
family to church on Sunday!

By Guest Columnist 
John Vaughn, Pastor, 
Cross Roads Baptist 
Church 

Special to 
Pelahatchie News

Gri�n Family
Medical Clinic

Newman signs to play softball

Photo by Pelahatchie News

East Rankin Academy's Madison Newman signed to play fast-pitch softball with Southwest Mississippi 
CC. Pictured (l to r) front row, are: Laurie, mom; Madison; Amanda, sister; and Bobby Newman, father; 
and second row: Seth Cheatam, coach; and Jason Parkman, coach.
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Sunday Schedule
8:30 - Contemporary Worship Service

10:00 - Bible Study for all ages
11:00 - Blended Worship Service

6:00 - Evening Worship

Wednesday Schedule
6:00 Family Dinner

7:00 - Children’s Mission Activities  •  Student Worship
Ladies Bible Study  •  Couples Support Group

Prayer Meeting and Bible Study

104 Crossroads Road  •  Pelahatchie, MS 39145
(601) 546-2297  •  www.crossroadspel.org

ERA names student council reps

Special to Pelahatchie News

The East Rankin Academy (ERA) Student Council sponsored ERA’s Veterans Day Program. Student Council members (l to r) are:  Tucker Loper, ninth grade representative; Kealey Bradford, tenth grade rep-
resentative; Maddie Morgan, eleventh grade representative; Turner Boykin, Student Council president; Lauren Parker, twelth grade representative; Bailey Tullos, Student Council secretary; and Emilee Tadlock, 
Student Council vice president.
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ERA honors veterans with annual program

 East Rankin Academy (ERA) had 
between 25-50 veterans at its fi fth an-
nual "Salute to Our Veterans" program 
on November 9.  
 "We want to, fi rst of all, thank the 
veterans with the program," said Head-
master Dan Boyce, "and give students 
a greater understanding of the cost of 
freedom and the price paid."
 In her recognition of the veterans, 
High School Principal Robyn Win-
stead said that they wanted to salute 
the service, honor the sacrifi ce and let 
the veterans know that their service is 
not forgotten.
 Ashby Foote was the guest speaker 
who told the students how the eagle 

became the symbol of freedom, and 
how serving is "something bigger than 
yourself."  
 The program included songs, pledg-
es, prayers and student tributes.  The 
K-5 Bell Choir performed "God Bless 
America," and the fourth grade sang 
"All-American Me and You" and "You 
Are Our Heroes." The High School 
Choir sang the National Anthem, and 
Lauren Parker sang "America the 
Beautiful / God Bless America."
 After a presentation of veterans in 
each area of service along with that 
service’s fl ag, six students in Ter-
ra Kirkland’s class read their veteran 
tributes.  Student Council representa-
tives also read the poem “In Flanders 
Fields.”

By Susie A. Wolfe

Photos by Pelahatchie News
East Rankin students honored veterans at the school’s fi fth annual Veteran’s Day Program.

       

Last month to view displays of historic
Pelahatchie and Mississippi.

Adult Book Club 
Wednesday, December 13, 9:30 a.m.

Discussing Rosamunde Pilcher’s novel Winter Solstice.

Call the library (601.854.8764) or
visit our website (www.cmrls.lib.ms.us)  to register.

Special to Pelahatchie News

ERA chess team wins second place

The East Rankin Academy Junior Varsity Chess Team fi nished second place at the Mississippi Asso-
ciation of Independent Schools Annual Chess Tournament. Team members pictured (l to r) are: West 
Winstead, Carson French, Barron Burnham, and Brandyn Luke.

Caldwell signs with Meridian

Photo by Pelahatchie News

East Rankin Academy's Hanna Caldwell signed to play soccer with Meridian CC. Pictured (l to r) front 
row, are: Wendi, mother; Hanna; Rod Delaney, soccer coach; and Kelsey Jernigan, asst. coach; and 
back row: Maddie, sister; Bobby Caldwell, father; and Jonah, brother.
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Special to Pelahatchie News

ERA has 33 in National Honor Society

Thirty-three students are members of the East Rankin Academy Chapter of the National Honor Society. New members for the 2017-2018 school year were honored with an induction ceremony and reception on 
October 1. Selection for membership is based on outstanding scholarship, character, leadership and service. New members inducted pictured (l to r) are, front row: Cody Batte, Harley Bowman, Turner Boykin, 
Brooke Cunningham, Kailey Anna Davis, Jackson Harper, and Taylor Hudson; and second row: Daniel Jones, Kayleigh Long, Mollie Macon, Maddie Morgan, Charlie Parker, Claire Reeves, Morgan Rhodes, and 
Andrew Stewart; and third row: Bailey Thompson, Rachel Thompson,Taylor Turman, Krissy Watkins, Thad Webb, Owen Wolfe, and Josh Yates.


