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Legislative Update: Coronawrus update from Miles

By Guest Columnist
Mississippi
Representative

Tom Miles

The Mississippi Leg-
islature recessed until
Pelahat;esm‘y‘y‘s’ at least April 1. Here’s
some information that
I learned from daily conference calls in
March.
* Senior citizens are the highest risk
and priority
* COVID 19 is 3 times more
contagious than the flu
 20-30 year olds are often active
carriers without visible symptoms
* Health Update:
- New front of the nose instead of
nasopharyngeal test to arrive soon.
This should allow more self-
application of the test.
- Curve of cases will continue to

» Agriculture Update:

increase over the next

4 days as the volume of
test results is amplified.

- Nursing home visitation
should only be by workers,
as it appears out break at
the home in Washington
state was from an outside
source.

- All elective surgeries are
being discouraged at this
time.

- Disinformation is all
over the place. National
quarantine rumor is

not true: Washington State
quarantine is not true;
Washington, D.C. lock
down is not true; and
please do not spread false
information.

- School closure has

Special to Pelahatchie News

created a nutritional problem that

local school leaders are addressing.

- USDA is collaborating to deliver

5 day meals to rural areas.

- USDA regulations now allow

school lunch program funding to

proceed with schools closed.

- We have the strongest food

supply chain in the world.

- Process to speed delivery to our

local grocery stores and to ensure

food is safe has accelerated and

getting supplies out fast.

* Small Business Update:

- Procedures for disaster loan

eligibility and application have been

accelerated.

- The Governor’s office is working

on how application can be made to

get funds available for loan and they

are actively on the case.

* Dept of Education Update:

continued on page 2

Auditor findings on drug seizure money

Special to Pelahatchie News

State Auditor Shad White’s office re-
turned $543,038.04 to the Pelahatchie
Police Department in February after
the Attorney General’s office litigated
the case to recover additional damag-
es.

In May, 2018 Special Agents from the

Auditor’s office issued demand letters
to 10 current and former Pelahatchie
officials after they were accused of us-
ing restricted law enforcement bank
accounts to operate the town.

See page 3 to read the letter
from Aldermen in response to
the return of funds.

Photo by Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie's Board of Aldermen with the Mayor. Pictured (I to r) are, Michael Adams, Ward 1; Frank
Boyd, Ward 2; Margie Warren, Ward 3; James Harrell, Ward 4, Eddie Jones, Alderman at Large; and
Ryshonda Beechem, Mayor.

Clean Up Week set for April

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Town of Pelahatchie
will hold Clean-Up week
April 20-24. The Town
will pick up anything res- Q

elahatchie

idents need to get rid of if THE
they leave it by the curve
at the appointed time.

Ward One will be picked
up on Monday, April 20;
Ward Two on Tuesday,
April 21; Ward Three on
Wednesday, April 22;
Ward Four on Thursday,
April 23; and all wards on
Friday, April 24.

City workers will pick
up anything except house-
hold trash, dead animals
and hazardous materials.

For additional infor-
mation, call City Hall at

PP
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**Please place items beside the road for our
Public Works Department to pick up on

PLACE TO PROSPER

PELAHATCHIE CLEAN UP WEEK

il 20 Ward 1
il 21 Ward 2
il 22 Ward 3
il 23 Ward 4
il 24 Last Day

your Ward’s day™*

i

601-854-5224.
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DENTAL

Dr. C. Stewart Strange
Dr. Chandler H. Pleasant

A CARING & FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

TREATING CHILDREN,
ADULTS, AND SENIORS

Accepting Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS, and CareCredit

Cleanings - Fillings
Extractions - Whitening
Dentures « Crowns
Root Canals - Implants
and More

Monday 8a-7p, Wednesday 8a-5p
and every other Friday 8-12

601-854-7478
www.eastrankinfamilydental.com
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RCSD holds ribbon cutting for PES additions

o

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Rankin County School District (RCSD) welcomed guest to commemorate the completion of the Pelahatchie Elementary School (PES) Bond Issue project
with a ribbon-cutting ceremony in March. Pictured (I to r) are: Luigia Butler with Dale | Bailey Architects, Pelahatchie Mayor Ryshonda Beechem, Assistant Su-
perintendent Karen Schmidt, Assistant Superintendent Dr. Undray Scott, Pelahatchie Elementary Principal Lisa Attkisson, Superintendent Dr. Sue Townsend,
Assistant Superintendent Buddy Bailey, Rankin County Supervisor Steve Gaines, Rankin County Supervisor Jared Morrison, Rankin County Supervisor Brad
Calhoun, and Assistant Superintendent Shane Sanders.

April 2020

continved from page 1

Legislatve Coronavirus
update from Miles

- Student loan interest has been

paused.

- Testing waivers and provisional

change information should come out

by late this week or early next week.

Dept of Labor Update:

- Massive layoffs are expected.

- Working with the MS Dept of

Employment Security to address

potential spikes in UI claims.

- Federal Govervnment is working

on funds to families for the crisis

this will create for many.

* Our Federal, State, and local
agencies are working hard to help
get us through this situation by
implementing plans on all levels for
relief. I will update you again the
more that I learn.

* Please remember to check on the
elderly, keep social distance, and
most of all use common sense.

"

“Good News You Can Use”
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Pelahatchie News

For up-to-date information on
COVID-19 in Mississippi and local up-
dates on events and businesses, check
the Pelahatchie News Facebook page.
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Auditor findings on drug seizure money

Board of Alderman: —

Michael Adams )
Frank Boyd
Margie Warren | .
James Ray Harrell ® ClahatChit
Edward Jones

THE PLACE TO PROSPER
Former Alderman at Large:
Jerry Norwood TOWN OF PELAHATCHIE

Incorporated 1904
Former Mayor:

Knox Ross Jr.

Former City Clerk:
Bettye Massey

To whom this may concern,

According to recent articles in "Y'all Politics.com" and the Pelahatchie News, as well as a press release by Mayor Beechem, the State Auditor has received and placed
the sum of $543,038 "back in the drug fund account" of the Town of Pelahatchie, Mississippi. Respectfully, these articles and the press release erroneously assert that
the sum of money now placed "back into the Town’s drug account was somehow improperly spent by the Town’s elected officials to begin with, or was otherwise
improperly removed from the financial coffers of the Town at some point. The truth is that the Town never lost a penny of the funds that are somehow now being
"replaced," and all funds which the Auditor and the Mayor claim were in some way “misspent” were all spent by Town officials for the proper purposes intended. The
Town of Pelahatchie never lost a penny of the funds that the Auditor says were misspent and none of the Town officials being sued ever received any public funds
from any source except for their salaries.

As a result of this "repayment" to the Town of $543,038, the citizens of Pelahatchie should be asking the following question: Why should the Auditor be "repaying"
$543,038 to the Town of Pelahatchie when the Town never lost the money to begin with? The answer to this logical question is simple in some ways and complicated
in others. The State Auditor originally sued the Town officials and their Bondsmen, claiming that they "misallocated" certain drug funds received by the Town, and
for not earmarking the funds for certain law enforcement purposes in a separate account. However, the record is clear that all such drug funds now in controversy
went to pay for proper law enforcement activities and equipment and not one penny was lost or misappropriated. Regardless, the Auditor continues to pursue his
claim and has taken the further unusual step of trying to deny the Town officials the right to have their attorneys’ fees paid by Town funds, as they try to defend
themselves in this very expensive litigation.

As the court filings in this litigation have continued, multiple delays have occurred, the expenses of the litigation have mounted, and no trial or Court rulings have
occurred to date on whether the Town officials are guilty of any wrongdoing. Likewise, there have been no Court rulings as to whether the Town officials can receive
the funds from the Town coffers necessary to pay their legal fees to defend themselves in this very expensive and misguided litigation. So even though there has
been no ruling in the lawsuits brought by the Auditor against the Town officials, the Auditor and current Mayor of Pelahatchie can issue public statements that the
Town has been repaid in full for the so-called "misappropriated funds" in the sum of $543,038. How can this be?

The answer to this logical question is that in addition to bringing suit against the former Mayor and Aldermen, the Auditor also sued the "Bondsmen" (large insur-
ance companies such as Travelers) of the Town officials. The Bondsmen have apparently now "settled the lawsuit" with the Auditor and made economic decisions
to avoid lengthy litigation, by paying into the State Auditor’s office the sum of $543,038. Thus, the Auditor will now apparently leave it to the Bondsmen to sue the
Town officials for reimbursement of the settlement money they paid to the Auditor.

In summary, the Town officials now being sued and the citizens of Pelahatchie are faced with a bizarre situation. In reality, the Town is being paid twice for drug
funds it never lost to begin with and were spent, dollar for dollar, for the law enforcement activities of the Town for which they were intended. Meanwhile, the Town
officials who did nothing wrong must continue to defend themselves for simply doing their jobs and must continue to find ways to pay for their lawyers to defend
them in this misguided litigation.

The beleaguered Town officials, who face the prospect of financial ruin and permanent damage to their reputations because of misguided lawsuits by the Auditor
and their insurance company Bondsmen, now ask questions of their own:

1. Is not this whole situation a classic example of how the boot of government is often improperly placed upon the necks of innocent citizens, who received no
financial gain whatsoever in this whole sordid affair, other than the normal salaries they received for doing their jobs?
2. How can the State Auditor object to allowing public funds to be used to pay the lawyer fees of Town officials who were just doing their jobs?

This case cries out for justice. Remember, the same thing can happen to you if you decide to enter public service for the benefit of your community; and are called
upon to make good faith decisions that you feel are in the best interest of the citizens you represent.

Thank you.

705 Second Street * P.O. BOX 229 * Pelahatchie, MS 39145 * email — townhall@townofpelahatchie.com
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February's Teacher of Innovation at Pelahatchie High School is Coach Alexia Jones. Pictured (I to r) are: 3
Principal Dr. Teague Burchfield, Jones, Tanner Wilson, Farm Bureau, and Leslie Hebert, Instructional 1 . S . /
Coach. i LSS

¥t

Special to Pelahatchie News

The Pelahatchie High School Teachers of Innovation for the months of December and January are Abby
Sweeney and Angela Skinner. Pictured (I to r) are: Principal Dr. Teague Birchfield, Sweeney, Skinner,

EZ ‘ N 7 HEEL S IN C Leslie Herbert, Instructional Coach, and Tanner Wilson with Farm Bureau sponsor.

Kubota. |1 70000 | Obituaries

For Earth. For Life. i .
this time of uncertainty. NAME AGE CITY DOD Arrangements
Please know that we care,
Your authorized Kubota dealer! and we are here to share Mertie Jones 80 Forest, MS 3/9/20  Wolf Funeral Serv.
601-854-5112 601-854-5162 NEWS YOU CAN USE. Mark De Vries 56 Pelahatchie, MS 3/10/20 Wolf Funeral Serv.
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MEMBER I'DIC
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Effective 9/5/2019. Rate tiers apply. Rate may change after account is opened. For additional rate information, visit www.priorityonebank.com.
*Minimum balance required to earn advertised APY (annual percentage yield) is $250,000.
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Miles recognlzed for supportlng MSH and Hudspeth Center

Special to Pelahatchie News

Supporters of Mississippi State Hos-
pital (MSH) and Hudspeth Regional
Center hosted an appreciation luncheon
for the state’s legislators at Galloway
United Methodist Church in Jackson
in March. Rep. Tom Miles, District 75,
Rankin and Scott Counties, was one of
the attendees.

The legislative appreciation event is
an annual program hosted by Friends of
MSH and Friends of Hudspeth Center.
The volunteer organizations are ded-
icated to raising funds and awareness
for their respective programs and those
Mississippians served through them.
Employees, volunteers, advocates and
other members of the Friends groups
hosted the March event in order to
thank lawmakers for their work in the
legislature and for their continued sup-
port of the Mississippi Department of
Mental Health.

MSH, a program of the Mississip-
pi Department of Mental Health, was

founded in 1855 and helps the individ- B §
uals it serves achieve mental wellness -~ i
by encouraging hope, promoting safe- 3
ty, and supporting recovery. The hospi- Special to Pelahatchie News

tal is accredited by the Joint Commis- Supporters of Mississippi State Hospital and Hudspeth Regional Center hosted an appreciation luncheon for the state’s legislators at Galloway United Methodist Church in Jackson.

sion. Pictured are (I to r) Hudspeth Assistant Director Tim Drane, Rep. Tom Miles, and MSH Clinical Director Robert Maddux.
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CROWN 51108
JEWELERS ikt ws 39208

OF MS

Crown Jewelers appreciates our customers
over the past 33 years. We are praying for
the safety and wellbeing of everyone
around the world, especially our valued
customers and their families.

We look forward to meeting your jewelry
needs in the future. If there is anything we

can do to assist you during this Pandemic,
RggIRNTsIgN please do not hesitate to let us know.

801-842-3080 From our family to yours.

FOR ALL YOUR
AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS! Crown Jewelers
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The effects of weather on plant growth

By Doug Carter,
Rankin County
Extension Agent

Weather affects plants
in many ways that we
may not fully realize.
Weather is what is hap-
pening now and over a
growing season, things such as precip-
itation, humidity, temperature, wind,
and sunlight. On the other hand, climate
is historical weather or average weather
conditions, over a long period of time.
This winter, like last winter, the
weather conditions in Mississippi were
cloudy and wet for the last few months.
Conditions can change from day to day.
These cloudy days can have an impact
on photosynthetic activity, and, there-
fore, winter annual pastures do not ac-
cumulate the amount of sugars neces-
sary for growth and development.
Cloud cover and prolonged rainy
conditions will impact plant growth.
The frequent occurrence of clouds over
extensive periods of time may have a
significant influence on photosynthesis
and transpiration of cool season annu-
al forages, due to effects of variation in
sunlight quality and quality on photo-
synthetic activity and leaf temperature.

Special to
Pelahatchie News

Under cloudy conditions, winter annual
crops might try to produce bigger leaves
in response to low radiation, while wet
conditions can limit root development
and nutrient uptake, as roots might not
seek nutrients deep in the soil profile.
Under water logging conditions,
grasses might have yellowing symp-

sorption, and impact the overall forage
growth.

Under water logging conditions, the
availability of several nutrients is re-
duced. The uptake of nitrogen (N) and
potassium (K) is impaired in the roots,
because of the lack of oxygen. The
leaching of the soil mineral N can result
in less N being

toms and stunted growth. Excessive
soil water saturation blocks the trans-
fer of oxygen between the soil and the
root zone. Low oxygen levels cause a
decrease in root growth, nutrient ab-

available to cool
season  annual
grasses. Under
waterlogged
conditions, the
uptake of Phos-
phorus (P) and
K may be re-
duced and lead
to early matur-
ing of the plant.
The gains of
stocker  cattle
are largely relat-
ed to quality and
quality of the
pasture as well
as total grazing
days. However, due to prolonged pe-
riods of rainfall, many pastures can be
damaged due to bogging, especially in
heavy clay and clay loam soils. Bogging
is nothing more than livestock walking

y- R
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on the wet soil and tearing apart the
pasture's soil structure. It depends on
factors such as soil type, amount and
frequency of rainfall, forage species,
and pasture management. As the soil
becomes wet, it loses strength, reducing
its ability to withstand soil compaction
and bogging. This prevents water from
dispersing through the soil and impact-
ing plant growth. On a normal winter,
bogging in winter grazing might range
from 10% to 20% of the pasture's area,
but with the amount of precipitation re-
ceived over the last three months, that
percentage can be considerably higher.

This can have a huge implication in
spring forage growth, summer pasture
recovery, and soil biological activity
that is vital to a healthy soil environ-
ment.

We just need to remember that, no
matter how well we plan, Mother Na-
ture is always in charge. All we can
do is try to stay ahead of the weather
to meet the forage needs of livestock.
We need to keep in mind that out of
ordinary weather conditions can im-
pact pasture growth, pasture utilization,
nutrient uptake, increase weed com-
petition, reduce forage nutritive value,
impact soil structure, and pose animal
health issues.

Prepare for

power outages
with a Generac
home standby

generator

601-460-0256

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

*Terms & Conditions Apply

GENERAC
———EE

GENERAC J

o5 Weldias

We want to thank our customers for their
patience during this time, and we want to
thank our employees for their hard work.

SERVICE ® QUALITY ® ACCURACY

www.rhodesrobbydrugs.com
601-854-8252
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Beemon named Athlete of the Month Maroney signs with Belhaven
2L -

= 4

EAST RANKIN ACADEMY

Special to Pelahatchie News Special to Pelahatchie News

Greg Beemon received Pelahatchie High School's February Star Athlete of the Month. Pictured (I to r) East Rankin senior Will Maroney signed to play football with Belhaven University on March 6. Pictured
are: Principal Dr. Teague Burchfield, Athletic Director Sam Williams, Beemon, and Tanner Wilson with (I to r) front row, are: Emily Maroney, Christine Maroney, Will Maroney, and Russ Maroney; and second
Farm Bureau, who provided the gifts. row: Head Football Coach Jonathan Worrell and Athletic Director Dan Davis.

BUSINESS ‘@ DIRECTORY

LAMPTON-LOVE GAS CO.| BaUsARIEEI RS Specialty Tree Service uc

601-405-5857
peopLETRUSTY  RESIDENTIAL - FARM - INDUSTRIAL & AUTQ REPAlR .
Ao sEavic. SALES & SERVICES We Go The Extra Mile + 24 Hour Service Specializing in large and
GAS - SYSTEMS - CARBURETION 22 Years Experience in Auto Repair dangerous tree removal Free
Brakes ¢ Timing Belts « Water Pumps ¢ Clutches ¢ Certified A/C and More Gabe Walters Estimates!
DANIEL ROBINSON 601-405-5857
MANAGER Y 24 HOUR 2651 Hwy. 468 e
IR el 601-502-3706 W TRICE ) Tree Removal - Tree Trimming
. PELAHATCHIE, MS Stump Grinding « Lot Clearing
cse o oI5 WE BUY JUNK CARS Debris Removal
LET > Crooked Creek
rooke (S Charles M. Edwards, II, DVM TOMMY MILES

Animal Hospital, INC 5598 ou AGENCY PRINCIPAL

@ TRI-COUNTY INSURANCE AGENCY

89 HWY 481 SOUTH

A"State MORTON, MS 39117

You're in good hands.
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PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS!

123 Pleasant Pace Drive
PO Box 130

Pelahatchie, Ms. 39145

www.crookedcreekanimal.com

Phone: 601-854-7808
Please contact Fax: 601-854-7810
Chris McCoy at
(601) 706-9237.

Phone: (601) 732-6769
Fax: (601) 732-8777
Email: insurant@bellsouth.net

Follow us on:
E1 www.facebook.com/CrookedCreekAH
& www.instagram.com/ccanimalhospital
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Master Card American Express Discover VISA

136 Front Strect View your town’s newspaper online at
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Lake, MS 39092 3054 Highway 80 W.
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Banker’s Notes: Banking and COVID-19

Special article by Priority One Bank

Depend on reliable sources for in-
formation: There is a great deal of mis-
information regarding COVID-19 out
there — below are some helpful resourc-
es that are being updated every day with
the most up to date information. Please
also be aware that there has been an in-
crease in scams via email, phone and
social media regarding COVID-19. The
Federal Trade Commission is providing
updates regarding possible scams.

* Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC)

» World Health Organization

 Johns Hopkins Center for Systems
Science and Engineering —
Tracking COVID-19 map

* Occupational Safety and Health
Administration

* Federal Trade Commission Updates

on COVID-19 Scams

Convenient Ways to Conduct
Banking & Financial Transac-
tions from Your Home or Office:
PriorityOne Bank offers many alternate
banking solutions for those that wish to
avoid public places or cannot visit us in
person during this time. Also, in accor-

dance with CDC guidance, we are ask-
ing that anyone who is experiencing a
fever or respiratory illness or those that
have recently travelled to CDC Level
2 or 3 countries postpone their visit to
any PriorityOne Bank location for the
appropriate amount of time.

There are many alternatives to
in-person banking, including: Go
Online! Our Online and Mobile Bank-
ing services that are available 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, allow both con-
sumers and businesses to perform many
banking transactions from your home
or office location, which includes the
ability to deposit checks, transfer funds
between accounts at PriorityOne Bank
and/or another financial institutions,
check your balance, review account
activity, pay your bills, send money to
others using PeoplePay and more. To
enroll in our Online Banking and Mo-
bile Banking services, visit our website.

Utilize our telephone banking ser-
vice: Our free 24/7 automated telephone
service; allows you to Check balances,
verify items paid and/or transfer funds
between your accounts by simply dial-
ing 1-800-748-1705 or 601-849-6624
to set up or access your accounts today.
This service is fast and easy-to-use and

utilizes advanced security protocols to
protect your personal financial informa-
tion.

Use our text banking service: SMS
text banking works with any text en-
abled phone to bring PriorityOne wher-

Special to Pelahatchie News

ever you are. Once the service is activat-
ed, you can send a message to '49794'
to see your balance, recent transactions,
and more! For a comprehensive list of
our text commands visit our Anywhere
Banking page and click the "SMS Text
Banking" tab. To activate SMS Text
Banking, log in to your existing Prior-
ityOne online banking account and opt
in under the mobile banking tools sec-
tion of your dashboard.

Apply online: Digital applications are
available for opening new deposit ac-

counts.

Call us! Our Customer Service Team
is available to assist with your bank-
ing needs or questions you may have
via phone at 601-849-6434 or use our
contact form located on our website to
email us. As a reminder, please do not
include sensitive account or personal in-
formation in the contact form or email.

Pay your loan payment by phone:
Make your loan payment via phone by
contacting your local branch.

Where to find updates from Priori-
tyOne Bank: We will continue to mon-
itor developments around COVID-19
and provide updates as they relate to
the Bank on our website at
https://www.priorityonebank.com/ and
on our Facebook page. We may also
send our periodic updates using our
Texting Service, to sign up for this ser-
vice, simply text the code "POBTex" to
95577 from your mobile phone.
EDITOR'S NOTES: PriorityOne Bank,
based in Magee, Mississippi, operates
fifteen offices in twelve Mississippi com-
munities: Collins, Seminary, Hatties-
burg, Magee, Mendenhall, Richland,
Brandon, Ridgeland, Pearl, Pelahatchie,
Flowood, and Morton. The bank has as-
sets of approximately $650 million.

Pelahatchie

If you know of any

affordable housing

We are accepting
applications at the
newly renovated

Apartments!

individuals interested in

options AND meet the (6) Are known to mentl health
listed criteria, contact

J&A Inc at 662-603-2968
for an application today!
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Criteria for
Olmstead Eligibility

Individuals being discharged from
a State psychiatric hospital after a
stay of more than ninety days;
OR, nursing facility, or
intermediate care facility for
individuals with intellectual
disabilities after a stay of more
than ninety days
Individuals who have been
discharged from a State
psychiatric hospital within the last
two years and
(a) Had multiple hospital visits in
the last year due to mental
illness; or

or state housing agency to
have been arrested or
incarcerated in the last year
due to conduct related to
mental illness; or

Are known to the mental
health or state housing
agency to have been
homeless for one full year or
have had four or more
episodes of homelessness in
the last three years
Individuals who lack a fixed,

(c

Location

Pelahatchie Apartments
713 College Str.
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Hours
Tuesday  9:00am-2:00pm
Thursday 9:00am-2:00pm

regular , and adequate nighttime
residence and includes a subset
for an individual who is exiting an
institution where he or she
resided for ninety days or less and
who resides in an emergency
shelter or a place not meant for
human habitation immediately
before entering that
institution.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

stitution is an equal opportunity provider and employer”

",

Mary Ann Griffin, CFNP
Tracie Bass, LPN

cew e Griffin Family
N+ Medical Clinic

Building a Healthy
Community One
Individual at a Time.

Kim Risher
Keli Robertson

507 Hwy 80 West
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

601-854-8002
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Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) held Soccer Senior Night on January 24. These players have been a Special to Pelahatchie News
part of getting Pelahatchie’s soccer programs started over the last six years. Pictured (I to r) are: Coach | The annual FFA Breakfast was held February 19. Pictured (I to r) front row, are: Isabella Atkinson, Maddie
Cedrick Wilder, Kimberly Flores, Brianna Galbraith, Jacey Cooper, Aliza Myers, Jenterius Denson, CJ | Grace Walters, Katie Belle Boyer, Adlyn Till, and Kenner Doster; and second row: Justin Beemon, Olivia
Earby, and Head Coach Patrick Creel. Sirmon, McKinley Goodin, Rep. Tom Miles, Chloe Walters, and Camden Patton.

Pelahatchie High School recognizes academics and attitude
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Special to Pelahatchie News

Pelahatchie High School (PHS) students recognized for academic and attitude achievement for December and January pictured (1 to r) front row, are: Ava Till, Maggi Gilliam, and Benjamin Burnham; middle row:
Adriyana Collier, Camden Patton, Heather Smith, Haylee Atkinson, Braden Laughlin, Dashaun Gipson, Javian McKinnis, and Prentiss Wilson; and back row: Teleiah Lewis, Kayla Hobson, Aaron Hill, Kaleb Evans,
Mckinley Goodin, Makaylee Hester, Riley Bowman, Phillip Rainer, Shaun Mclnnish, Devan Sinclair, and Hart Adams. Not pictured are Benjamin Harper, Gaven Boydstun, and Ricky Beard.
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Like us on

facebook YOGI ON
PG ES7 Y THE LAKE

143 Campground Road
Pelahatchie, MS 39145

Frederick’'s

Cabins: Sleeps 6-12  Game Room
e m ]:f'k SALES & SERVICE w/wo Washroom &  Activity Building 601-854-6621
® A SFALED O ] : Kitchen Cartoon Cafe www.Jellystonems.com

https://www.facebook.com/YogiOnTheLake

“$he eholoe n outdoor equiomont”

Mini Golf Pavilion Rentals
Playground Golf Cart Rentals
Hwy 471 60 1 824 O 0 74 Outdoor Movies Water Park
[ - Planned Activities Mini Golf
Brandon, MS
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By Guest Columnist John
Vaughn, Pastor, Cross
Roads Baptist Church

He looked up, and all he
could see was a circle of
blue. He looked down,
and all he could see was
mud. His name was Jer-
emiah, and he was a prophet of God.
His job was to proclaim the word of
God for people to hear. But they didn’t
like what they heard. So Jeremiah end-
ed up in the bottom of a pit.

Have you ever been there? At the
bottom of the pit? Looking up? Won-
dering how your world had fallen out
from beneath you? Maybe your "pit" is
a health problem. You noticed a lump
or had a pain, and all of a sudden your
world is changed. Or maybe your "pit"
is an economic problem. You lost your
job, or the bills keep piling up. Maybe it
has to do with relationships; a marriage
gone sour, problems with a coworker or
the boss, children or other family mem-
bers who are alienated. Or maybe your
"pit" is a spiritual struggle. For whatev-
er reason, you just don’t seem to be as
close to God as you once were. Or may-
be it’s our current situation. A virus that
nobody can see has attacked us. And, in

Special to
Pelahatchie News

a matter of days, our whole world has
been upended. Nobody knows where it
is or where it will strike next or when
it will end. Fear has gripped our na-
tion, and a feeling of helplessness prods
people into panic mode. It’s a pit, and
we’re all in it!

When you find yourself at the bottom
of a "pit," the best view is always up!

NEWS
ciahatchie

Pastor s Perspective: While in the pit, you must look up

when things take a turn for the worse;
you lose your job, your kids get sick, or
your marriage starts to fail, it’s then that
you put God on speed dial. "Hello God,
help, my little boy is sick; or help, I just
got fired; or help, we’re having prob-
lems in our marriage; or help, this virus
thing is everywhere and I’'m afraid it’s
going to get me." Or "Hello God, help,

You can I’'m in the
look at b& ¢ bottom
the mud " ‘ of  this
at the bot- - pit, and 1
tom of the v can’t get
pit,  but out!" Lis-
that’s just ten to me!
plain de- Some-
pressing. times you
You can - 3 ‘ have to
focus on 5 get to the
the walls ﬂd - | bottom of
of the pit, Special to Pelahatchie News the pit be-
but that’s fore you

discouraging too! So when you find
yourself in the bottom of a pit, the best
place to look...is up! And when you do
look up, that’s when you can see God!
But the sad truth is, when things are go-
ing well, many people "put God on a
shelf." Oh, you may go to church. And
you may even put something in the
offering plate from time to time. But

realize that you need to look up!

When you’re in the bottom of the pit,
it’s easy to look around at the dark walls
and the murky bottom and think: this is
it, it will never get any better. [ might as
well get used to it. This is the way my
life is going to be from now on. But, if
you look up, you see the blue of the sky
above. Looking up also causes you to

April 2020

see beyond the present reality to a pre-
ferred future. You can look beyond the
bottom of the pit and beyond the walls
and see where you could be and where
you should be. So look up!

There are actually worse places to be
then at the bottom of the pit. When you
look down and you can see the ground,
let it remind you that you are still on the
right side of the grass! And the truth is,
you don’t have to look far before you
find someone who is having greater
problems than you are. So look up!

When you’re in a pit, you learn to look
around and discover who your friends
are. While Jeremiah was in the pit,
wondering if anyone cared, there was
someone who was coming to get him
out. When you are at the bottom of the
pit, you find out who your friends really
are. During this difficult time, be sure to
BE a friend to others. And rest assured
that Christ will be there for you. I don’t
know how this Coronavirus thing is go-
ing to play out, or whatever other "pit"
you are in, but remember what God’s
Word says in Deuteronomy 31:6, "Be
strong and courageous. Do not fear or
be in dread...for it is the Lord your God
who goes with you. He will not leave
you or forsake you."

Keep looking UP!

During the COVID-19 Quarantine

s
Due to the COVID-19 virus, all services and activities at

Cross Roads have been suspended until further notice.
Please join us for our “On-line Services.”

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 a.m. at CrossRoadsPel.org

Wednesday Prayer Meeting
6:00 p.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook page

Morning Devotions
7:30 a.m. on the Cross Roads Baptist Church Facebook Page

“The Church has not been closed...the Church has been deployed!”
(601) 546-2297 * www.crossroadspel.org

SKYWAY HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST

Offers Our Weekly Message at
www.skywayhills.com/message-central/

To worship God is to stay connected to God.
Let Skyway help you stay connected.
“The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?”

Psalm 271
[

For more information, link to www.skywayhills.com. Skyway Hills Church of Christ
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Baptist Church

300 Church Street « Pelahatchie, MS 39145+ 601.854.8809
www.pelahatchiebaptist.com

Sunday School 9:30 am  Worship 10:30 am, 6:00 pm » Wednesday Youth & Children 6:00 pm  Adults 6:30 pm

EASTSIDE CHURCH Please join us.
1143 Noblin Bridge Road Service Times:
Pelahatchie, MS 39145 Sundays:

601.260.9161 10:00 am - Sunday
11:00 am - Morning Worship

Jeff Jones, Pastor 6:00 pm - Evening Worship

Wednesday:

Parker Jones, 200 p Meeti
Student Pastor 0V pm -Frayer Vieeting,
. . Adult Bible Study and
Joey White, Music Youth “JAM” Session
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We are here for you, and we are offering
curbside delivery until further notice.

=

Also, to decrease wait times, we have set up a dedicated text
line at (601) 292-7093 for refills in which we can reply when
your order is ready.

Utilize our mobile app and website at
www.rhodesrobbydrugs.com.

As always, call us at 601-854-8252.

We also offer free local delivery.

114 N Brooks Ave., Pelahatchie, MS 39145
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm - Sat 8am-12 Noon - Sun Closed

(5

Corner, Cliniciis now
offeringonline,video
appointments!

Connect with our Healthcare
Professionals viaTelehealth.

(‘ Consult with our clinic remotely
using our live real-time technology.
‘.' To schedule your online Telehealth
=7 appointment call our clinic or visit our website.

M

Simple and convenient to use. Just use a browser on a
= computer or mobile device with a camera and microphone.

& Corner Clinic (601) 992-0004

cornerclinicurgentcare.com = cornerclinic.doxy.me
132 Lakeland Heights Blvd. = Flowood
Monday-Friday 8am-8pm = Saturday 9am-6pm = Sunday 1pm-6pm

NEWS
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During "Times Like These"

RCSD Suggested Daily Schedule ;%

!-“’ o
“ s O'.

12:00 - 1:00 LUNCH

Middle School and High School e
Y { mamnovorxsemnes T 7
TIME ACTIVITY
Before 9:00 Wake Up
9:00 - 10:00 Activity Based Instruction (PE, Fine Arts, etc.)

1:00 - 2:00

Quiet Time - Independent Reading

4:00 - 5:00 Fresh Air Time - Get OUTSIDE If Possible
5:00 - 6:00 DINNER
6:00 - 8:00 Free TV Time

This is a SUGGESTED schedule.

established for when assignments are due.

This does NOT mean your assignments are due at the end of the Academic Time. Deadlines will be

By Guest Columnist Dr.
Teague Burchfield,
Principal, Pelahatchie
High School

As readers of this col-
umn well know, I have
a real appreciation for
music. Moreover, I re-
ally enjoy finding the parallels songs can
have with life, its seasons, and events
within it. Regarding the COVID-19 con-
cerns and the changes that have occurred
in our daily lives because of it, [ am re-
minded of the Foo Fighters song, Times
Like These. As a huge fan of the band,
I have often wondered why and in what
context Dave Grohl and his band mates
wrote a song such as that. Needless to
say, the lyrics of this song absolutely ap-
ply to our current situation. The chorus
below states:

"It’s times like these you learn to live
again; It’s times like these you give and
give again; It’s times like these you learn
to love again; It’s times like these time
and time again."

We are in the process of overcoming
the obstacles the COVID-19 virus has
pushed upon us. We have learned to live
again; we have once again appreciated
family time, outdoor recreation, as well
as reflection through reading and writ-
ing. We give as well. There are count-
less examples of community members,
churches, and organizations that have put
everything down to serve someone less
fortunate. We’ve learned to love again.
We have ALL seen first-hand that ab-
sence absolutely makes the heart grow
fonder. This event has separated us all
from family members, colleagues, and
for us as educators, our students. And yet
time and time again, this too shall pass.

Thank you all for being so patient over

Special to
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the past few weeks. As it relates to edu-
cation, this event has revealed many he-
roes along the way. The Rankin County
School District Administration, its curric-
ulum team along with countless admin-
istrators, counselors, teachers, and staff,
have made the necessary adjustments to
continue to provide the phenomenal aca-
demic experience this district has to offer.
Know that your faculty and staff here at
Pelahatchie are included in that group.
Through versatility, flexibility, and inge-
nuity, they have done a tremendous job
(in a short amount of time) of fundamen-
tally altering the status quo of education
until the COVID-19 dilemma is neutral-
ized.

What a response! With that being said,
we are asking for you to respond as well.
Below are a few easy steps to ensure your
students do not lose any academic ground
during this time:

1. Check any online text, email, or

phone call that is directed to you.

2. Complete and submit ALL daily

assignments as they are sent to
you.

3. Contact teachers when questions

arise regarding class work.

4. Contact your administration for

other issues that are of concern.

Our staff is currently on the clock Mon-
day-Friday, from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
to answer questions and assist in any way.
Do not forget about our "Grab & Go"
lunch opportunity at Pelahatchie High
School. Lunch is free for ALL kids 18
and under and $3.50 for adults. Remem-
ber, kids must be present to receive the
meal.

We will overcome these tough times. It
is "Times Like These" that we learn a lot
about ourselves and reflect on what real-
ly matters. It is "Times Like These" that
make me proud to be a Pelahatchie Chief!
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Two ERA students accepted
to MSU veterinary program

Special to Pelahatchie News

Kariana Simmons, left, and Trey Rhodes, right, were accepted into the Mississippi State College of Vet-
erinary Medicine Early Entry Program. Only 30 students out of more than 120 applicants are accepted

NEWS
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Hinds CC Physical Therapist students

part|C|pate |n State Capitol event

Special to Pelahatchie News

Kirby King of Pelahatchie, front row, left, participated in the State Capitol event along with students
from area colleges. Pictured (I to r), front row, are: King; Kendal Walsh, of Brandon, Ashley Carillo, of
Raymond; Chloe Tapley, of Houston; Billy Ray Reginal, of Cleveland; second row: Memrie Johnson, of
Carrollton; Molly Graef, of Brandon; Shaniqua Love, of Byram; Carson Branton, of Starkville; Dee Sim-
mons, of Ackerman; Keteria Jones, of Greenwood; Ja'kyra Cannon, of Leland; third row, Anna Smith, of
Brandon; Abby Bouslay, of Brandon, Samantha Vogel, of Columbus; Hope Jenkins, of Brandon; and top
row, Stephen Turner, of Clinton; Matt Hester, of Natchez; and Dallas Murphy, of Raleigh.

Special to Pelahatchie News

First-year Physical Therapist Assistant
students at Hinds Community College
participated in the American Physical
Therapy Association Mississippi Legis-
lative Day event at the State Capitol on

They joined other Physical Thera-
pist Assistant students from Holmes
Community College, William Carey
University and University of Mis-
sissippi Medical Center, as well as
practitioners statewide, to introduce
legislators to the physical therapy pro-

each year for this high-competitive and selective program. Both are currently students at East Rankin
Academy.

Thursday, February 6.

fession.

Gt a FREE‘uote On
On5|te Barns, Sheds,
Shops, &

i

e 401 Hwy 43S, Pelahatchie, 39145
—Hours: Mon-Fri;7-5, Sat 7-17 £

Plck Up EVER}/ T'HINé
YOu Need Far Plam‘:mg’

NOW offermg STEEL TRUSSES and LEAN-TO TRUSSES for

your Ag & Shop Projects. We also added STEEL KNEE BRACES
for New & Retro Construction on Poultry Houses.

For more information, call Crystal at 601.759.5025.

We sale potting soil and pine straw, and bark for

THL OLD HOME PACT

by 1! L
A CRETT P 5 o T W

Located on Hwy 18, Puckett, MS.

Our fruit stand is open from
8:00 am to 7:30 pm, Mon-Fri,
and 8:00 am -7:30 pm on Sat.

The Restaurant is continuing daily lunches from
10:30 am to 2:00 pm. The grill is open from
10:30 am to 7:30 pm Tues-Sat.

Callins or curbside delivery is available.

We have fruits and vegetables available,
and plants of all sizes and varieties.

We have hanging baskets as well as
Kimberly, Macho, and Boston Ferns available.

flower beds. We also have landscape timbers.

Call 601-825-8500 for more information.




